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P o; E M 


A INI 111 o L K A I S. 



THE ARGUMENT. . 


The poec, after the manner of jhis couptrymer, 
supposes himself attended, on a journey by a 
company-of friends; and, as they pass near a 
place, where his mistress had lately dwelled, 
but from which her tribe Mas then removed, he 
desires than to stop axrhilc, that he might in¬ 
dulge the painful’ pleasure of weeping over the 
deserted remains of her tot. Theyicotnply 
nith his request, but cxhort'hfm to show more 
strength of mind, and urge two topicks of con¬ 
solation; namely, that he had !>ef'ore been equally 
unhappy, and that he had enjoyed liis full share of 
pleasures: thus by the recollection of hiv p-.ssed 
delight his imagination is kindled, and his 
gi ief suepended. 

lie then gives hi a friends a livfe'iy account .qf his 

juvenile frolicks, to one df whifh*they had 

.alluded. It seems, he had been ijti lovc«with a . 

girl named Onaiza , ana h. d in vain s(. jght 'an 

occasion*to declare his passion: one*diy, when 1 

her tribe had struck their rents, aijd vert cllang 

ins their* station, the v. omen, as usual, came 
** • • 
behind the rest, with the servant.and baggage, 

in carriages fixed op the backs of camels. An*-' 

riolknk- advanced slowly at a distance and. 
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when fye men were put of»sight, had the plea¬ 
sure of 'seeing Onaiza retire with, p party of 
damsels, po a'rivulet or poql, c^ll Daratjuljul, 
where they undressed themselves,, and were 
bathing, when thejover dpjjeaieyd, discounted 
• from l^s camel,'and sat upon their clothes, pro¬ 
claiming aloud, thp.t whoever 'would' redeem her 
, dress, must present herself naked before him. 

'hey adjured, entreated; expostulated ; but, when 
it grew late, tlfev fouhd themselves obliged to 
submit, and all of thorn recovered their clothes 
except jJtuiiza, who renewed '"hgr adjurations, 
and .continued a Ion" ti me in the water: at 
length shtf*vaiso ptfTfornipd^tlie condition, and 
<h'csst?d herself,* Some hours had passed, when 
the girls eoiupkifned ft?cold and hunger : fm~ 
riolkais therefore instantly, killed the young camel 
on which he ha£ ridden, and, having called the 
female atfeudants together, made a life and 
ToSstejl him. The afternoon was spent in gay 
conversation, not without a cheerful cup, fo.r 
he was provided’witn wine in a, leathern bottle; 
but,jwliei^it was tim* to follow the tribe, the 
prince (fdr such' was his ran Id) had neither 
cameLnor lwrse p and OndPza, after much dni- 
•p’ortunlly, conseiJprtijo take liiig. oh her camei 
• before \tfie carriage, while the ctsher damsels 
—«tliv'tlefl among thopfselves^&he'.le.ss agreeable 
burden "of hi\ jyins, ‘and thy futin&ure of his 
beast. 

t next related his •sourtshimof Futhima, and'lfls 
more.daftgerous amour with a giij of i "tribe at 
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war 'with his own, whose beauties he vertf minutely 
and luxuriantly delineates. From these love- 
tales he prhd5q/Js tp the *ojnnKfndatk>n df his 
own fortitude, when* he was passiij^a. desert in 
the. darkest plight f and the mention* of the 
looming, wliich succeeded,* leads'him.to a lonig 
description 'of hA“ hunter, qnd of a chase in the 
forest, followed by a feast on the "amy, which 
had been pierced by his javylins. 

Here his narrative seems’«to he’ interrupted by a 
storm of lightning and'vitdent ruin: he nobly 
dpscribbs the shower*and tire torrent, whfch it 
produced down AH the adjacVw.t mountains, 
and, bis companionsffttifij’ , <» to aw^d the storm,' 
the drama (for the poem haslbt form (fi a*di;w 
matick pastoral) cndsfiiiruptiy. 

The metre i,s of the fn\sU species, .called long verse, 
and consists of the haqchius,* or amvi.’bradnjs, 
followed by, the first epitritc; or, in the fourth 
and eighth places, ot t|iet distich, by. tly. double t 
iambus, the'last syllable being considered as a 
long oife: tin? regular form', taken from *the 
second chapter of Cunmeutarics , on .ipiatich 
t Poetry, is tlijs; 

i 

Amator *] puellarpni sa» [ pc fa litur* . 

Ocdlis' | pigris, labris | odoris, | nigri'. comis.”* 



PO-E M 


• P 

AMRI0LKA1S. 


1 *« Stay—L et us weep at the remem» 
“ brance of our beloved, rttxjhe Jight of the 
“ ftation where her tent was raifed, by the 
** edge of yon bending fanas between DA- 
“ HC L and HAUMEL, 

2 “ tudam and MtiKRA; a ftation , the 
“ marks of which are not wholly effaced, 
“tncnigh the fouth .wind and the t north 
“ have wriven the twilled fand.’ 

3 Tbus I/pokejSivben my companions stop¬ 
ped thelr'xourfers by my fide, and faid, 
“ Perifh not though despair: only be- 
“ pati^it.” 

4' A pirofufion of tears, anfweredl, is my 
Vole relief; but what avails a to lhed them 
over the remains of a deferted manlion ? 

5 “ Thy condition, they replied, , Is not more, 

“ painfhl than when thou left ft h own 7 a a, 

VOL. viir. . b 
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THE POEM 0F AMllOLKAIS. 

“ before thy prefect paffion, and- her neigh- 
“ bom rebaba, on the hills o/’Siasel.” 

c . ' 

(5 Yes>, r'l iejoin'edy when thofe .two oamfels 
departed, mufk was diffufeih from their 
robes, a® the eAftern gale fheds tht feent of 
plove-gillyflowers; 

7 Then gufhed the tears from my eyes, 
through excefs of .regret, and "flowed down 
my neck, thl my/word-.belt was drehched 
in the ftream. 

^ Yet haft thoii> paffed many dSys in 

“ fweet conVerfe with the fair; but none. 
“ fo fweet aS'-thd diy, 'whicKVthou fpei\teft 
“ by the poo} of dara^*j,l t ljul. 

9 On that day I killed my carnet to give 
the virgins a feaft; and oh! how ftranga 
was it, that they fhould carry his trappings^ 
and furniture! 

I o The* damfels continued till evening help¬ 
ing one another to the ( roaft«d flefli, and to 
the delicate fat likb thg firing* of vftfrite filk 

v , -• • 

finely vroven. 

II. On that happy entered ti e carriage, 
the carnage of onaiza, who’ f id,’_“ Wo 
“ to thee ! - thou wilt compel -me to travel . 
foot.” 

12 She added (while the "vehicle .was bent 
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afi’de'with our wdght,), “ O amriolkais, 
“ detcend, or my beaft a^To will bq killed.” 

13 • 1 lanfweaeS « Proceed? and lqpfen his 

“ jrela *f nor withhold from. me* the‘fruits 
•“ of thy Iove 4 * which again*and again may 

“ be tailed with raptura.', 

• • , 

14- . “ Many a.fair*one like thee, though not’ 
• *“ like 'thee a vjirgin t havqrl vifited by night; 
H and many a loyely mother have I divert- 
“ ed from th^'c^re of her. yearling infant 
“ adorned, with, amul et£: 

15 “ W^ien theJ§idklitIg**behind her cried, 
“«lhe turaed round to him with hair her 
“ body; Ini? haU*of it, preffed beneath my 
“’embrace,.was not .turned from me.” 

16 Delightful too Vvas. the Say, when fa- 
thxma at firft rejected me dh the fummit 
of*ydh fand-hill, <ftid took an oafh, which 
Ihe declared *inv#olable. 

17 “ U, F.VfHiM.4, faid If away with fo 
mucB* coynefs' and, if tjiou hadft re- 

“ 1plved.t*> abandon m%J yet at lall* relent/ 

£8 . ,ie If,^nc 1 e«f/nty difjfbfitioft^md ihanners 

afe unpleafing.tp thee, retid *at once the 
| ^ 1 • • • •* , 
“ mantle of my heart, that ft 'may bq de- 

“ tached frgim thy love. * 

• • • 

£ “*Art thou *fo haughty^ becaufe mypaf- 
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c c « 

“ fion for thee deftr'oys me; and becaufe 
“ whatever thou commanded:, my heart 
“ performs 

30 “ Thou-weepef —-yet thy teats how mere- 

‘ f ly to wound my heart with die fhafts of, 
“ thine- eyes.; my heart, already broken to 
“ pieces and agonizing.” , , . . 

gi Befides thef ?—with many a ipotlefs ,vir- 

gin, whofe tent had not yet been frequent¬ 
ed, have I, holden foft .dalliance at perfect 

»* »« mw- 

' leifure, , 

22 To vifit one x'f them, I,pafle <3 .the guards 
of her bower and a hcftile«:r:be, whe would 
have been eager to proclaim my death. 

r 

23 It was the hour, when, the Pleiads ap¬ 
peared in the firmament, like the folds of a 
filken faih varioufly decked with gems. 

24 I approached—fhe flood expebling me by 
- the curtain^ and, as ifJhe was preparing for 

fleep, had put off al| her veftupe, but her 
night-drefs, 

zc She faid — “ Bv him who creuled me 
“ (apd.gave me her lonely hand), I am 
unable .to refufe„thee;^for I perceive, 

“ thaf the blindrefs oiT thy paflion is. not to 
“ be removed.” 

'* « . 

26 Then I role with' her j and, as we walk- 
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1 «i # 

ed,'me drew ov« j *oub footflegs the train of 

her pictured robe. 

* • . •• 

27 “Sdbn as wb Had palled the habitations of 
her tiiBb, and came to the bofoirf of a vale 
Surrounded wifli hillocks of fpiry land, 

28 I gently drejv her .t&Wards me .by her 

• curlec^Jocks, *and’fhe foftly inclined to my 
.'embrace: her.*waif\ was /gracefully flendet j 

but fweetly fwell^d the part - encircled with 
ornaments of g'oltl. 

29 Delicate* was *her Ihape ; fair hef flan; 
and lie*, body \»^ll*%^r(JpOrtioned: her bo- 

, fom was as.fnooth as a mirror, 

• \ . • 

jo .Or like the pure egg of an oftrich gf a 
yellowifh ftnt blended with white, and 
nourifhed'bv a flrfeam.of wftolefo.me water 
not yet difturbed. 

31. ^he turned alidej and difpl^y^d*hcr foft 
cheek: *fhe gave?* a timid glance with I«Si> 
guiftnqg <?f 5 s, lil^c thofe pf a roe in the 

• groves fif w e g*e k«a looting tenderly at her 


ycrtjng. 

, Ilet; fleet yv&s like that of .a. m.ilk-white 
hind, but, when ilje raifed k, exceeded not 
.the jullfft fymm’etrynor was -lijp neck -of 

mv’beloveTf To unadornech • 

J 9 . 

H«r* long coal-Blacfc hair decorated her 
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back, thick atu^ dilfyfed like batches of 
dates-cluftering on the palm-tree. 

34 JHer locks were elegandy turned above 
her head,; and ^ the riband, v, fcich bound 
them, was loft in her irefles, part braided, 
part difhevejlqd. ’ 

•35 . She difcovered a waift taper as a well- 

< - twifted cord ^ and a leg both d!s white. and 
as finooth, as the fttm of a young palm, or 
a frelh reed, bending over the rivulet. 

36 • When Ihe fleeps at noon, her bed is 

befprinkled r.”th mufk; Ihe puts bn her 
robe of undrefs, but leaves the apron /a 
her handmaids . , » 

37 She difpenfes gifts with fmall “delicate 
fingers, fweetly glqwing at- their tips, like 
the white and crimfon worm of daqia, 
or dentifrices made of ESEL-wood. " 

' I * ‘ 

-2 - The brightnefs of-her, face .illumines the 
veil of night, like the evening -taper of a 
reclufe hermit. 

E 

39 On a girl iike her, a girl ,of a moderate 
height, Jbetween thofc- yvho wear a frock. 
and tnofe who wear a gown, fhe mqft 
bafljjpl man pmft look with Un edJ-r 
moured eye. • 

4c The blind paffions pi men fqr commit 
v/bjetfts of affeftibn are foon dilp-irfed; bat 
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from the love of thee* my he§rt cannot be 
released. 

41 O how oft* have IygecSfed the admoni¬ 
tions JbY a morofe, advifer, • vehemeftt in 
eenfurirfg my gaffion* fof thee; nor have I 

been moved by his reproaches! * 

• • , • 

>42 • .Oftjji has*the* night drawn her ikirts 
ground me like the billsfws.of the ocean, 
to make trial of Jny fortitude in a variety 
of cares; 

43 And I fold to her (when Hie feefhecf to 
extend.l^er fides,,td* drjjg’on her unwieldy 
length, aach to advance flo.wly with her 
breaft), 

m 

44 “ Difpel # .thy gloom, O tedkm^ night; 
“ that jhe* morn >nay. rife ;* although my 
“ forrows are fuch, that the nforning-light 

-frill* not give me‘more comfort than thy 
“.{hades* 

45 .C>,hicfedus night! might in which 
“ the Iffars are* prevented from riling, as if 
rt they were, bound, to* a folid clffF with 
“ ftroi]g # ca&le//'i ” 

46 • -Often tog have* I rifen 'at early dawn^ 
-while the birds wefe yet in th'ei:rt»efts,jand 
mounted a'huntef with ’ {ftiooth Ihort hair, 

0 0 m w r 

of *a .full heigttj and. fo ’fleet as to make 
cagt&te the bealls.bf the fotefl^;. 
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47 Ready in turning, quick in* purfuing^ 
bold in, advancing, firm in backing; and 
performing the, whole «with the .ftr'ength 
^and fwiftnefs of' a vaft rock,*»y»hich a tor¬ 
rent has -puttied from its lofty bafe; 

48 Ahright'bay fteed, from whole polilhed 
back the trappings ilide, as drops of rain 
glide haftily, down the .flippery marble. 

49 Even In his wdakeft ftate he feems to 
boil while he runs; and the found, which 
be makes in his rage, i$ like that of a 
bubbling capldron. 

50 • When other ‘horjfes, that fwim thrpugh 

the air, are languid and' kick the duft. h^t 
rufties on like a flood, and ftrikes the hard 
earth with a firm hoof. 

51 He makes the light youth Aide from his 
feat, and violently ihakes the ?ikirts of a 
heavier and more ltubborn rider,; 

52 Rapid as the pierced wcod irf the hands 
of a pi’ayful child, which he whirls quickly 
round with a-well-fattened cord. 

J3 - He has the-loins -of un a'ntdope, and tiie 
'tliighS* of - an oftrich; he trots like ,a wolf, 
, and gallops like a young fox. 

54 Firm' are 1 his hauncheg: and, when his 
hinder part6 are • turned towards you, Le 
.‘.fills the fpace -between'his legs \^tth a long 
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thicK'tai], which louches not the ground, 
and fhclines not to either fideT 

9 # • 

55 Hie bacty»when"Ije # ft^nas in his ftall, 
refembtos the fmooth* ftone on which, per¬ 
fumes are mixed for a bridfc, or the feeds 
of cbloquinteda are bfiiifed- 

56 # The bloody of the fvfrift game, .which re- 

jh'ains'Vm his. neck, is like the crimfon 
. • x 0 

juice of Hinna on,grey flowing*locks. 

57 He bears’usj-fpeedily to a herd of wild 
Hattie, in which* the* heifers are fair as .the 

• • , 1 * 

vfrg’ins in black tr^iliq^jobes, who dance 
ropnd the idol niwt pAk : 

58 . They tinrifc thoi r bacl&, and appear like 

tRe variegated fhclls of y kmen on*the 
° • • • « a • 
neck of a youth^diftinguiljied in-his tribe 

for a multitude of noble kinfipen*. 

59 *Ha fbon brings are up to the fosemoft of 
the beafts, jpd Jedves the reft f&r behind; 

nor has the herd time to diiperfe itfelf. 

« # • 

60 HE runs from .wild Bulls to wild heifers, 
and overpowers them- in a Angle, heat, 
without being , burned, .or even'moiftened., 
with Iweat. 

£ii *TRen tile bdfy cepk drell«,the ganJfc,- 
roafting part, baking part on fiot ftcJnes, 
and flpickly boiling, the ^eft in a veffe} of 
iroi^- 
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6 * In the evening 'we depart; ’and, when 
the beholder’s eye afcends to the head of 
my hunteij, and then- defce'nds <to.his feet, 
it' is unable at once to taJ&Q, in all his 
beauties, v 

63 His trapjpings and girths are Hill upon 
him; he Hands ere££ before me, not yet, 
loofed for pafture. *■ 

64 O 'friend, feelt thoil the lightning, 

whofe flalhes referable the quick glance of 

. twti hands amid clouds raifed above clouds? 
v , * 

65 The fire A& it ^gleams like,the lamps of, 

, a hermit, when "the "oil,« poured on them,’ 
{hakes the cord by wM^h they .are fufj 
‘ pended. 

66 "I* fit gating at it,/*while my companions 
Hand between dAaridge and odha’ib,; 
but,far diftant is thd cloud o‘n«\ylfich my 
eyes kre*fixed. 

6 7 Its* right' fide feenis to pour Its rajn on 

the bilk kXtan v a*nd its.*left on .the 

mountains of si-taar and yapbul.,* 

‘ ‘ s * .. 

6$ It continues to difcharge’’ its waters ove*r 

ecrTAiVA till the ruling torrent feys.pro- 
ftrate the-groves,, of Cbnahhel-Xxe'ti) , 

69 It paflfes oref mount kejt^an^ which it 
, deluges in its courie, and forces the wild* 
j;t«ts to de&endJxom every cliff.*-* 
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70 Ori» mount taiSia it leaves not one 

' \ • • 

trunk'of a palm-tree, nor a Angle edifice, 

which, is‘not; built* with ell-cemented 
ftone. 

71 . Jlfouxi TEBEtR Hands.in the heights of 
the flood like a vendfable chief wrapped 

in a ftriped mantl§. 

• (• • • 

72 ‘The *fummix of mogaimir, covered 
"with the robbilh .which thi torrent has 
rolled down,* looks in the morning like the 

top of a fpindle encircled with wobl. 

« , t » * 

73 *The jcloud unloads ^jfs freight on the 

de^rt of GHABliVr, ‘Tike a merchant , of 
yeJuen alighting., with his‘bales of rich 
ajyparel. 

• • • 

74 The final! birds % of the valley wSrble at 
day-break, as if they Rad takqp their* early 
.‘draught* of generpus wine mixfd with 
fpice. 

- • * 

75 The beafts, of the wodfi, drowned in 
' * « * • • • 

tRe floods of night, float, like the roots of 

wild on&ns, at the diftant* edge, of the 
lake; 
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P-O E Jf 


TARA'FA, 



'IIE ARGUMENT. 


Tins poem was occasioned by a little incident 
highly characteristic of pastoral manners,, ta- 
rafa aud his brother mabeb jointly possessed 
a herd of camels, end had agreed to watch 
them alternately, each on his particular day, 
lest, as they were, grazing, they slv'uld be 
driven off by a tribe with whom their own clan 
was at war; bu* our poet was so immersed in 
meditation, and so wedded f o his n. use, that 
he often neglected his charge, and was slnrply 
reproved by his brother, who asked him sar¬ 
castically, Whether, if he lost the camels, thci/ 
could be restored by his poetry ? *' You shall be 
“convinced of it,” answered takafa , rH 
persisted so long in his negligence, that the 
wh^e herd was actually seized by the mod - 
rites. This was more than he really expected ; 
and he applied to all his'-friends for assistance 
in .recovering the camels: among others lie so¬ 
licited the help of Ills cousiikMALEc, who, in¬ 
stead of .granting it, took the opportunity el 
r 'jbuking him with acrimony for bis retnissness 
in that, instance, and for his general- prodiga¬ 
lity, libertinism, and spirit of contention ;* tell¬ 
ing him, that he was a aisgrace to. Ms Jayiify. 
and had raised innumerable enemies. 
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The defence of a poet was lively to be best made in 
poetical language; and tarafa Produced the 
folfowmg; cempysition.. in vindication* of his 
character and conduct, * wliich lie liolflly jus¬ 
tifies »in*eveiy respect,. a*d e'vejJ claims praise 
for* the very coursp of life, which had exposed 
him to cen.iine. 

, He glories in his passidn for women, and begins 
as- uSual \fith lamenting the departure of his 
beloved khauIa, ot 'the tender flam; whose 
beauty he describes m a very lively strain. It 
were* t<j be wished, -that he had said* more, of 
his njistrcss, 2nd less of hi.^ camel* of wTiich he 
interweave^ a veny ,l<jn£,_ ftrf3 no very pleasing, 
description. 

Tlid rest of the poem” contains an eloge on, his 
own fortitude, sprightliness, liberality, and 
valour, mixed with keen expostulations on the 
iKikinduess and ingratifUtfe of MAfci-c, and with 
aU*tli# cqmmon topic ks in favour of .voluptu¬ 
ousness*: he even triumphs on hating slain and 

dressed one of Ids father’s camels, and' blames 

c * • 

theyld man for his*churl]sh»ess and avarice. 
It is a tradition preserved by Alui t)beida, that 
one of tlfe * kiefs, whom the poet compliments 
in the eightieth coupCet, made hyn a present of 
a hundred camels, and enabled .hint, as lie had 
promised,* to Convince his brother, that poetn ■ 
“coulctgepiur Ain loss. 

The met id is *fhe same .with that used by a»ri- 

OOKAK.* 
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o r 

T A R A F A. 


t "THE manfipn- of khaula i^.defo- 
“ late, and the traces of it on the ftony 
“hills of tahm/d. -faintly fkine, like the 
“ remains of blue figures* 'painted !‘on the 
“ back of a hand.” 

3 »While I /poke thus to myfelf, my com¬ 

panions flopped their covrfers by my 
fide, and faid, “ Perifh not through dq- 
“ fpa'r, -but aft with fortitude.” 

3" Ah ! faid /, the vehicles,' which bore 
away my fair one, tin the morning when 
the tribe of malec departed, and their 
camels were traverfing the banks of deda, 
referpblpd large flaps c 
p Sailing, from adou ; or veflels of the 
"mercitahi ibn yamin, which .the mariasc. 
now turns obliquely,* and now fleers in a 
direft courfc; 

j • Ships, which’“cleave the foaming wave* 
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with djieir prows,* as a*boy at Jiis play di¬ 
vides with .his hand the-coMe<3t£d earth. 

* / » • , 

6 In that tribe w* a lovely antelope with 

black eyes, dark tuddy lips, ^tnd a beau¬ 
tiful neck gracefully failed to crop the 

frefh berries of erac, a* neck* adorned 
• • # • 
with tw^j firings of pearls and topazes. 

" • • • 

^ She ftrays^from her young, and feeds* 
with the herd ofT roes in the tangled 
thicket, where fhe brouzes the edges of 
the wild fruit, and covers herfclf with *a 
mantle ofideavegt. 

8 • She fmileg? and difplays. her bright 
feeth riling from their dark-coloured balls, 
like a privet*plant in. full bloom, which 
pierces a Bank of • pure faiTd mpiftened 
"Vv.ith dew: 

9 * Jffer teeth the *fun has iipparted his 
brilliant water‘d bfit not to the part where 
thrj grow, A'hich Is Iprinklpd with lead- 
ore, white the ivory remains ijhl^otted. 

io Hfcr Facte*appears to he wrapped*"in "a. 

veil of. fbnbeaihs! unbtemilhed is her 

9 0 m 

complexion, and her fkin is. Without, a. 
wrinkle. 

* Such, carcjs. as this , whenever they op- 
^refs*my foul, I«difpel # 4y taking advent ur- < 
ous jgifrnies on a lpapj'yet brifk,* earned, 
vol. v'm. c 


ji 
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who runs with,a quipk pace bof|i morning 
aqd evening; 

r r 

12 , Sure-footed, <firVrj And .thin a 4 the planks 
.of k bier;- wKofe <courfe I*‘Jiaften over 

lofag-troBden paths, ' variegated ljke a 
ftripcd veft. , 

13 She rivals the fwiftpll r camels even of 
the nobleft breed, and her hind-feet ra¬ 
pidly follow her'fore-feet on the beaten 
way. 

14 . In the vernal feafon, fhe grazes on 

yon two hi!”, among others^ of her race, 
whofe teats are not yet filled with milk, 
and depafttires the lawns, wliofe fineft 
grafs the gentle fhowers have made luxu- 
rtantly g r een. ' 

15 She. turns back at the found of. her 
rider’s voice; and repels the,carefles cfi a 

thick-haired ruffet flallion with the lafli of 

■“«. * «’ 

her ini.'lW tail, 

t< 

16 Which appears as if the .two wings of 

a large white eagle were ftarsfixed by an 
aw! to the bone, And hung waving round, 
bdth/ner iides: . 

17 One while, it iafhes the place of him. 

**£***<■ , t 4 

who ridcsj hindmolt on her; another 
while, it plays round her'teats, wlii-h are 
become wrinkled and llaccid.like a lea- - 
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therr^*bag, their nfilk <10 longer diftending 
them. 

Hef two haunohes «re pftimp, and com- 
pa<J a3 *fhe two. fmoojth valises of a lofty 
oaftle-gafce. 

Supple is her back-b»rip: her ribs are 
•like thf, ftrpngeft * bows; and her neck is 
firmly raifed on the well-conne£ted vei*- 
tebres. 


The two cavities under her fhoulders 
• • • # 
are f£aciou& as two dens of beafts amohg 

the % wild„ lotus-plant*; Ad ftifF bows ap¬ 
peal? to Be Ijcvit under her finewy loins. * 


Her two’tlligte are exceedingly ftrong, 
an 3 , when /he inovqs,. they diverge like. 

• m M 

two buckets carries! from 8 well in the 

f m n • 

a robuft draVcr of water. 


• 

* Hep joints are •&ell knit , and Ifer bones 
are /olid, . likevn bridge of Grecian -archi- 
t££ture, # whole builder had yowed', that he 
,wSuld*eticlofe if with w^Il-ceixrented bricks. 
Tihe'haij under her chin is of a feddifli* 

, • 9 m # 

hue : hei» back is mufcular : flip takes long, 

• • » 
yef quick, Aeps # \\ith her hind-feet, .and 

moves’her fore-fe*et with a*gility^ B# 

8he toffdS them ' from’her cirejl with the 

Itrehgtb and Ijvifthefs o£ cables firrpjy 

pulled by a nexvous akg^; and her flioui- * 
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jderfi are bent like'the rafters i^f a lofty 
dome: , 

25 .She turias rapidly*from the*path: ex¬ 
ceedingly fwift, is her pace V Hong is her 
he*ad; and her ihoulder-bones are ftrongly . 
united to hfcr fides. 

f . 

_ f. « 

26 The white and ' hollow njjtrks, of the. 
cords, with which ’her,burdens have been 
tied to her back,' refemSle pools of water 
on the fmooth brow of a folid rock, 

27' ' Marks, which fometimes unite and 

fometimes are diftindi,, like .the gores of 
fine linen, which are fewecl under thfi 
arms of a well-cut robe.’, 

t 

28 t Long is her neck; and, when fhe 
raifes it' with ( celerity, if refembles the 
ftern cf a (hip floating aloft on the'bil-* 

lOMiiy TIGRIS. 

29 -Her fkull is firirf as an anvil; and the 
bones, which the.futures unite, are in¬ 
dented, ‘and Iharp as a‘ file. 

30 ' Her cheek is ijnooth and wfij,te as paper 
of^SYRiA; and her lips, as' foft as dyfcd' 
leather of Yemen, exadtly and Tmoothly 
cut. < 

31 Her two' eyes, like twp polifhtd mir¬ 
rors, have found a hiding-place in'' the 
caverns of theif orbits, the bonfc of which 
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32 


33 


34 


are life rocks, in*'frhofe cavities the water 

is colledted: 

• » 


Thou beholdeft thtfm frefe from hlemifh 

or Ipoft,* and refembling in beauty* thofe of 

a* wild caw, the* mother df pfayful young, 
* • • 

when the voice of the hunter ha? filled her 
.with fi^ir. 


• • • 

‘ Her ears tnlly diftinguifh every founds 

to* which the liflfens attentively in her 

nightly journie$, .whether it be a gentle 
^ * •* * 
whiter or a loud noife; 

Shaip^ars, .by^whiclAthe excellence of 

her* breed ia» known ! ear 9 , like thofe “of 

• ^ • 

*a fclitary wild-bull in the groves of 

HAUMEL. 


35 Her Jieart, eafily fqfceptfble of terror, 
' "palpitates with a quick motion, ye? re- 

matha. “firm in her 'chejt as a jroufld folid 
ftgne ftrikingia br oad floor of marble. 

36 • Jf I pleaTd, lhe»railes h«r head to the 
•middle *of her‘trappings, and,* ftvims with 

her*forE-legs as fwift^as'a young oftritfh.. 

37 If I.pleafe, Ihe* movdS mor^ flowly; if 
not,* Ihe gallopsi .through* fair of-the 

,, . ft rang lalh formed of twilled tbpqgs. 

38 fles uppes lip is divided, and the fofter 
part % of her nofe’ ig. bored; when 
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bends them towards the ground, her pace 
is greasy Accelerated. 

39 , On a ’camel like this I continue my 
, courle, rwhcn the companioh*. of, my ad- 

vbnture J exciairrts : “ Oh ! that I could re-. 
“ deem thee, and redeem myfelf from the 
impending danger'!” 

40 While his foul flutters through fear, and, 
imagining that hfe> has 1 oft the way, he 
fuppofes himfelf on the Brink of perdition. 

41 r When the people fay aloud/“ Who is 
** the man vs deliver us from calamity f" 
I believe that they calf upon nve, and I 
difgrace not their 'vonuniflion by fupinc-. 
nefs or folly. . 

42 I fhake the laffi- over camel, and flue 
‘ quickens her pace, while the fultry va^)ouv 

rolls in waves over the burning cliffs. 

43 She floats proudly albng with her flow¬ 
ing tail, as the d?ncing-£irl floats in the 
banquet of her lord, and fpreads the long 
•white fkirts 6f her trailing, veA. ■ 

44 • I inhabit not the lofty hills through fear 
of enemies or of guefts; but, "when the 

, tribe or the traveller demandjiiyaffifliince, 
I give-it eagerly. 

45 If you'feek me in- the circle of tlib af~ 
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femUted nation, jtfeere, you find me; and, 
if you hunt me in thej borers ^of the 
vintner, *thpfce • too you . aucover your 
game. < .* 

46 When you Vifit me in tfie morning, I 

offei* you a flowing ‘gablet; and, if you 

make excufes, 1 . bid Vou drink it with 
• »• • • 1 
pleafure, and repeat your draught. 

47 . When all- the cdan are met t6 ftate their 
pretenfions *to •nobility, you will perceive 

nib *raifed to the filmmit of an flluftripus 

• • • 

luJufe, the refuge of th& diftreffed. 

48 »My torgpanions in the feaft are youths 
bright as Irars, and fingfng-girls, who ad- 

vSnce towards us, clad in ftriped robes’and 

• , • 

faflron-coloured mantles: 

Large is the operfing of thear vefts’above 

* thtir delicate hdl'ofns, through which the 
inflamed y»utl^ tbuches their ’uncovered 
breafts of vxquihte foftneff. 

jo. Wlfen we fey to oife of them, “ Let 11s 
“ hear lhe ftens bef< re us with 

eafy grace*-and Jiegins.with gdhtlg notds, 

in a voice not forced : 

* * • * * 

j 1 * V^hen* lhe ’warbles In a liigher llrairc..- 

wouM •believe her .notes to be fhofe 
of cupels’lamenting their # loft young. 

52 ,^Bhus I drink oltCwdne without cejifing, 



42 THE POEM PF TARAFA. 

and enjoy the delights of life; falling and 
difljpating jny property both newly ac¬ 
quired alfd inherited 

53 'Until f the whole clan reject me, and 

leave mt folitary like a difeafed camel 

fmeared wi^h pitch: 

•* 

54 s Yet even now I perceive, that the fons 
of earth (the mojl indigent men) acknow¬ 
ledge my,;bounty, apd the rich inhabitants 
of yon extended camp,c0«/g/J my glory. 

55 G thou, who CenAlreft me for engaging 

in combats a/td purfuing pleafures, wilt 
thou, if I avoid them, infure my |mmor-* 
tality ? * 

f ' 

56 • If thou art unable to repel the ftiroke of 

death, allow me, before it comes, to en- 
jpy the ^ood, which I poffefs. 

57 \$ere it not -foi three ‘enjoyments, 

which youth affords, J fwear .by thy pro- 

fperity, that I fhould pot be - folicitous 

how foop my.friends vifited .me on my 

dpath-bed: 

« • *•** 

58 Firil; to .rife* before* the cenfurers 
awafce^*and to drink tawny wln^ whiclj 
fparkles ind .froths when the dfcar ftream 

—is potttfed into jt. 

59 ’ Next, when a warriour," eqqrded%by 
foes, impipres. rgy aid,, to bend/towards 
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him Uiy prancing changer, fierce as a wolf 
among the GADHA-trees, fvh^m th$ found 
of human l^ps* Jias .awakened, and who 
runs to quench his thirft at tlje brook.. 

60 . Thirdly, to 'fhorten u cloudy tiay, a 
day aftonifhingly darlc, % by toying with a 
lovely delicate g'ml under a tent fupported 
by*pillafs, 

61 ,A girl, whofe>** bracelets? and garters 
feem hung bn^the ftems of osHAR-trees, 
or*of ricinus, not ftripped of they: feft 
leaves. 

62 . Suffef n\ew whilft I live, to drench my 
•head with wine,- left, hiving drunk too 

litfle in my Ufe-time, I Jhould be thirfty in, 
anotherJlate* 

•63 • A man of my gerferous fpirit drinks his 
full dravfght to-ddy f and to-morrow, when 
we are cJ ea df. it jvill be known, which of 
us has not quenched his thirft. 

64 , '*1 fie no difference bbtweerr the tomb of 

the.an 3 »i<Jjs mifer, gafping over his-hoard, 
and the ioiftk of !the libertine loft in the 
mazg of voluptuoufnefs. 

65 You’behold th*e fepulchres of ttem hotlr' 
. raj&d in two* heaps of earth, cm which are 
metaled two Inroad. piles .of folid marble 

ampqg the tombs cld&fy conneded. 
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Death, I obferve* fele&s tHe nobleft 
heroes mr Her victims, and referves as Iier 

*» i < • 

property the cht>ic'e$ “poljcilion^ of the Un¬ 
did hoarder, 

• 

*1 coniulcf tiihc as a treafiye decreafing 
every night ^ and that, which every day 
(Rmmilhcs, loon perfthtjs for-ever. _ . 

By thy life, my‘friend, wh*en death in¬ 
flicts ‘not her wO«nd, ‘die re fumbles a 

camel-driver, who relaxes the cord which 
• • * 
rgmaing twilled in his han$. 

What carafes -the yarianee, which I 
perceive,^ between me •and* my coufin* 
malec, wlfo, whenever 1 approach him, 
retires and deej; to a diftaijee ? 

tie cefffurcs me. whilft *1 know not the 

• # • 

.ground* of his cenfure; juft as K^R*m, 
the* ion of aa bi fn,‘ reproved •pilin' the 
alfembiy of the tribe* 

He bids nic wljplty defpaijr ‘of all the 
good which I leek, -as If we lfatl buried it 
rnr a gloomy gfave; 

■••A-nd .this* for no * defarftajory words* 
.which* I have uttered, hut only boeaufe 
I U}urirt, without rcmiUhefs,, foi* jhe.ca- 

• m *■' • 

mc-ls of*my brother at a id: ft. 

I hav^ drawp elbferrfhc tics of o*ur Ma- 
.tion,* aijd*l fvr«ftr t by thy profpAify, that*, 
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in sffl times of*dxtr«me diftrefs, my fuo- 
cour is at bind. 

• 

Whenever I am ftfmmofled on moment¬ 
ous enferprifes, .1 am.prepared ’ to encoun¬ 
ter pew.1; ancj, whenever the foe ailails 
thee impetuoufly, I defend *thec with 
. equal # vehqm^nce. 

If any baft defamers injure thy goed 
name by their calumnies, *1 force them, 
without previous menace, to drain a cup 
froth the pool of death ; 

*Yety, without, having committed any 
offence, I.«am treated like the worft* of- 
fender, am tenfured, infulted, upbraided, 
rejected. . 

Were ‘any otJier^ mad* but % malec 
,my coufin, he would have sdifpelled my 
estreft ’or have* left me at liberty for a 
feafon.. 

But my tinfraan ftrangjes me with cru¬ 
elty,* even at* the very tiinfe when I am 
giving thinks for part*and requeftiflg new, 
favours^; even when I am, feeking from 

iiim the redemption of my foifl. 

• • • • • , 
The unkindnefs of relations - gjves keerita 

uiguifh ¥o # * every noble brtaft than the 

(Vroke of an iVjdi!v.n cimeter, 

* ••* ’ 

•Permit me tbepi^to* folfow the benuof 



56 THE POEM OF TARAFA. 

my nature, and> I will be grateful for thy 
indulgence,* although mf abode fhould be 
fixed at fkch a <dift^nce as the mountains 

r Of DARQHED. 

8 x Had it pleafed the Author of my being, 
I might hav& been illuftrious as kais, the 
fon ‘of khaled ; had it pleafed my Cre¬ 
ator, I might have been eminent as amru, 
the fon cf mortred : 

82 Then fhould I have abounded in wealth; 
and the nobleft chiefs would have vifited 
me as a chieftain equally noble. 

83' I am light, as you know -me all, and 
am nimble; following my own .inclina¬ 
tions, and brifkly moving as the head of 
a ferpent with flaming eyes. 

84 I have fworn, that my fide fhould 
never ceafe to line a bright inriato biade 
with two well-polifhed and well-fharpened 
edges. 

85 A penetrating cimeter! When I ad* 

, . vance with it in my defonce againft a 

fi«rce attack, .the firft ftroke^ makes a fe— 
jcond imneceflary: it, is not a mere.prun- 
. ing-fickle, 

86 But the gehuine brother of confidence, 
not bent by the. tnofl impetuous" blow ; 
.and, .when they fay to. me, “ Geptly,” I 



THE POEM OF'TARAFA; 


37 


reftrafti its ( rage, • ami exclaim, “ It is 
“ enough.” 

When tha whole <clan -are bracing on 
th<yr arrtiour with eager hafta, fhou njayft 
find me .victorious in* the conflict. Sis foon 
as my hand can touch, the hHt of this 

cimeter. 

• • 

• Many a herd oFflumbering camels have 
I approached with«rtiy drawrf fabre, when 
the foremoft' of* them awakening have fled 
thrbagh fe%r of me : * 

But Qjie o£ them has'paffed before me, 
.ftrong-limbfd, full-breafted, and well-fed, 

• the. highly-Valued property of a morofe 

old churl, dry and thin as a fuller’s club. 

V • * * .. 

He faid to me, when the camel s hoof 
• • • 
gnd thigh w r ere difmfcmbered, i‘ Secft'thou 

* *V«ot h6w great hn*injury thou haft done 
“ me ? 

" t t 

. THfeq he* turned to his attendants, fay¬ 
ing, rtv What tfpinion cfo youjform of that 
“ young’-^ine-drinker,* who aftails ws im-» 
“ petuoufly’ whife violence is precon¬ 
certed ?” 

.‘ 4 He^ve *him,*he added, ami.let ihis 
“ camel bedlis perquifite ; but% unlefs you 
^ driyg off thd^ hiadmoft .of the herd, lie 
“ will reiterate, his mfiflpef”" 



38 THE POEMrOF TARAFA. , 

93 Then our damfel^were bufy'in drafting 
the camel’s'foal, and ea^.-rly ferved up the 
lufcious bunch;. 

94 • O daughter of mabed, fidg my praifes, 
if "I am liain, according to tqy defer*, and 
rend thy veil. With fincere affliction! 

95 Compare me not*with any pian, whofe < 
, courage equals not my courage;' whofe 

exploits *are not like mine j who has not 
been engaged in combats, in which I 
, have been diftinguilhed ; 

96 With a mate flow in nobig enferprifes, 

. but quick in bafe purfuita,i dMhoneured irl' 
the affembly of the -tribe,' and a vile out- 
caft. 

97 1 Had I-"been ignoble among my coun¬ 
trymen, the enniity of the befriended and ’ 
thedriendlefs might have been injurious to 
me; 

98 But their male\olonce’ is ,r6pelled by 
my fiian defiabce of thdm, by *fiiy boldnefs 
in attack, by *my folid inte^ky, and my 
edited birth., 

> • ■» 
99 , BJr thy life, thq bar deft cnterpriCe& nei¬ 
ther < fill Ay. day with foljatud.e, nor 
lengthen the duration of my night 1 

-lop But many a dtfy have I fixed ‘my'tta- 
.tion iinmoveably'ili^the clofe coflfiiCt, and s 
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defended a jjafs, .regayilefs of hoftlle me¬ 
naces, 

ioi Oti my tatrfe field.of.*combat, where 
even the* boldeft.hero’ might.be' dpprehen- 
five of deftrudfion ; .where ftie mtficles of 
our chargers quake, a£ fioan as -they min¬ 
gle in battle; 

102.' * And many aif arrow for drawing lots 
have I fecnr well-hardened and* made yel¬ 
low by fire,- and then have delivered it 
in'«),the hand of’a gamefter noted for ill- 
foriune. 

1QT, , Too much wijtlom is folly ; for time will 

produce cvlnts, «pf which tliou canfc have 

n» idea; and he, to whom thou gaveft no 
• • • * 
commiffiop,* will bring tl^e unefpcded 

news. • 
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The argument. 


XlIE war of dahis, of whiph Amtlolkqh is by.some . 
‘supposed to have been^lie cause, had raged near 
forty years, if the Arabian account be true, be¬ 
tween the tribes of abs and, dhcxbyan, who both 
began at Ipugth to he tired of so bloody and 
ruinous a contest; a treaty was therefore pro¬ 
posed and concludfed ; but hose/k, the son of 
Dmi dem, wlibsp. brother hare had been slain 
by ward, the son of habes, had taken d, solemn 
oath, not unusual among the Arabs, that he 
would nQt bathe liis i head in water , until he had 
avenged the death of his brother, by killing • 
(either ward himself, hr‘one of Ills, n eases t re¬ 
lations." fiis head was'mjt long unbathed ; and 
he is even supposed to have viplated the*Jaw of 
hospitality Jbjf slaving a gupst, wh$jn ho, found 
to be an jTbsite descended lineally from‘the 
. domirnon ancestor Caleb. Xhi^tnaligfiant and 
vindictive^spirit”gave gre&t displeasure to da* 
revh and harem, twp .vh tuous chiefs.of tlje 

same tribe•witlfHOSEiv;*and,*wheh*tlie absites 

* ’ • 

ivere approaching in Warlike «ssay to recent, the 
infraction of the treaty, har'eth sent Jih oun 

• * MiM • . 
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son to the tentpf tlfelrclfief with a present of a 
hundred fine , camels, as an atoivement for the 
murder 6f their countryman,••and a message 
importing bis firm reliancfe on their hohour t and 
his,ho*pe, that they would prefer fhe milk of the 
camels to the blood of his soic. Upon tins Rabeiah , 
the prince of abs, having hafaagued his troops, 
and received fchdir approbation, sent back the 
youth with this answer j that “ he accepted tllte 
“ camels as an expiatpry gift, and would supply 
“ the imperfection* of the former treaty by a 
“ sincere and durable pdhce.” 

In commemoration of this nobjg act, zohair, then 
a very old jj>an, confposed the following pane- 
gyYick on H(teeth and Harcjn ,• but tire open¬ 
ing of it, like all the others, is amatory and 
elegiack: it hae also something of the drama- 
tick form. 

.Th« jroet, supposed to be travelling vrith a friend, 
reeogjiisef the place *w here the tent of«his mis¬ 
tress had*been uitched*twenty yeaA before: he 

• ^ • 

finds’it wild and desolate : butdiis imagination 
J * • . ° 
is sb^vanned by associated jfleaS of lormer hap¬ 
piness, that he seems to discern a dompany of 

damsefc, wttkjiis favourite m the midst ofTthem, 

,* . , • • 

of whose appearance and journey hp gives-a very 
lively gicture ; and thence passes, fratfie^ ab¬ 
ruptly,, W>*the praises of the two peace-makers' 
aud tfieir tiib^j; jnveighs against tjie hialigrti’ty 
of nosEwr; personifies JVar, the miseries of 
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which he describes in & strain lighly figurative; 
and concliujes with a number °f ^ ne maxims, 
not unlike the proverb* of i'obmort ,, which he 
repeats’ to bis friend as a specimen of his wis¬ 
dom acquired by long experience. 

The measure is tjie same with that of the first and 

secopd poems.* ' 
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ARE thefe the orfly traces pf thg lovely 
ommaufia? Are thefe the filent ruins of 
h§r maflfion’in the ifough plains of DER- 
R A AGE am.MQTHATABLEM? 

2 Are the remains of her abode, in the two. 
Rations of Vakma, hecoma-like bide Rains 
renewed with freih.vtoad on # the veins of 
the wriR? 

r* • 

3 Inhere the viM cows with large eyes, 
and the mil^-white deer, foalk in flow fuo- 

* % 9 £ 

dfcffiou, while, their young rile haflily to 
follow them from evesy lair.* 

jf. On t^is plain l fioppgd, after'an^bferice 
of ^twenty fummers, and, with difficulty 
could tecoHeft the manfien of my fair one 
after long a meditation j. 

S ( •Afterflroey^ the black Rones on which, 

he*,cauldrons ufed*S*o be jailed, and tBe 

JF* • 
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canal round her "tent/ like/’the margin of a 
Hfh-ponds which time ham not deftroyed. 

6 Spon as 1 recqUedted the dwelling-place 
of my buloved, I faid' to the remains of her 
bower: “ Hail, fweet bowef; may thy 
** morning 'be' fair and aufpicious !” 

7 But, I added, look, mjr frieqjd! daft, thojj.. 
not difcern a company qf maidens feated 
on camels, and advancing over thfe high 
gropnd above theJlreams of jortham ? 

8 * They leave *on their right the mountains 
and rocky plains of .keMAan^ Oh! how, 
many of my % bitter foes, akd how many bf 
my firm allies, does ken a an contain ! 

9 ‘They qi;e mounted in Carriages covered 
with'coftly awnings, and with r6fe-coloui;ed 
veils, the linings of which have the hue of 
crimfone Andem- wood. 

10 They now appear by the valley of su- 
baan, and n«jv they pafs thrqjigh k: the 
trappings of all their camels -are new and 
large* 

11 Whf» they afcend from the bbfom of the 
vale, they fit forward* on the faddle-cloths, 

••with*"?:very mark o£a volyp^uous gaiety. 

12 The locks of ftainecj^oof," th§t fitil frpm 
their .carriages,, Whenever they alight, re- 
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femble the \ r carlef berries of night-fhade not 
.yet cruft\ed.\ 

13 'rtiey rcffe atriay-bsealf; they proceed¬ 
ed at. diarly dawn ; jtfysy are y>jdvancing to- 

• wards the valley of htas 'direStly and furely, 
as the hand to the mouth. 1 

• 9 * 

14 • . No*jj-, whan they have reached the brink 

•''of yon* blue guflung rivulet, they fix the 

poles of their tejtts, like the Arab with a 
fettled mapfiom 

15 'Among, them the nice gazer on.beauty 
mly fiqd delight^ and the curious obfervant 

. eye may bg gratified with charming objedts. 

• 

•; 6 ' m 'In this placefhow nobly did the two de¬ 
fendants of GAIDH,.tlie fon of Morra, la-- 
bour tg unite the «tribes, winch a fatal ef- 
*fufion of blood had long divided ! 

17 ' ‘ *1 have fworn by the facred round 

which the Ions 6f koraisji and jorham, 

-who built it; make devout proceffions; 

* ^ • •• ^ 
j 8 ■* Yes, J have folemnly fworn, that I would 

give duef’prjjife to tlyrt illuftrious pair, who 

have (hbwn theft excellence, in all- affairs, 

-both Ample and complicated., 

19 ’Noble chiefs! You 'reconciled.*ABs-ano 

pho^y a gaiter their bloody conflicts; after 

the. deadly perfi^ne's- of mwsjiam had .long 

featured poifon ampig therrt,. 
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30 You ikid, “ We will ft,cure the publick 

“ good tin a firm bafis : \yhatever profufion 

** of wealth or exerphns cof virtue it may 

“ demand, we will fecure it.”*» 

• A*. •' <. * r 

31 Thence you raifed ‘a ftroug fabrick of 

peace 9 from which all partial obftinacy and 
all criminal fupinenefs were alil^e remoyed. 

23 Chiefs, exalted in the high ranks of 
maas, father of 'Arabs! may you be led 
into the paths of felicity ! The man, who 
, opehs for his country a treafure tJ £ glory, 
ihould himfelfbe glorified. 

1 • * 

23 They drove to the'tents.of their appeafed 
foes a herd of young camels, marked for 
the goodnefs of their breed, and either in¬ 
herited from their fathers or the fcattered 
prizes of war. 

34 With a hundred Camels they closed all 
woundsi: in due feafon were they given, 
yet the gibers were themfelves free from 
guilt. 

25 .. The atonement was aufpicjoufly offered 

by^ortte tribe to the .other; yet thofe, wha 
offered It, had not flied a cupful of blood. ‘ 

a6 Oh!, convey, this fcneffage from me to 
••the fohsjof DHOBY-ifN, and fay to the ccra- 

yon tpk nound'yotfrlefye* 
hi this treaty bjrjn. incUffoluble titi 
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37 Attempt :^w>t to* conceal from god the 
<jefigns which your bofpms, contain j for 
that, which you ftrive jto hide, god per- 
fe£Jly Jktfows. 

28 * He fcmetimes defers* the punishment, 

• t 1 

but regifters the crime in' a volume, and 
.reserve#, it /or thfe day of accouftt;’fome- 
uiftes he accelerates the chaftifement, and 
heavily it falls! 

29 War is a diijf fiend, as you have known 
by ekperieace; nor is this a new or a doubt¬ 
ful’aflerljon concerning* her. 

3a • When yon expelled her from your plains, 
you expelled hefcovered with infamy; but, 
when you Jcindled her flame, Ihe blazed 
and raged: 

1' She ground you, *as the mill grinds the 

corn wi’th its lower ftone: like e female 
* » * a 
camel five became pregnant; ihe bore twice 

jn one ,yeat < and, at her bft labour, flhe 

was the mother of twins: • , 

32 She b -.ought forth Diflrefs and *Ruin, 
monfter» full-grown, each of them defofm- 
,e$ as the dun carnal of a ad.: then gave 

them* her Sreaft,* and thiy were/pftyitly 
weaned. 

33. *0,jvhat pl&jtyihe produced in your 
ian ^2 The provifiojdt which # flie fuppltedj 
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were more abuddantj no^loubt,*than thole 
which the cities of Irak difpenfe to their 
inhabitant! 1 , weighed witih large weights, 
.and manured in ample meafuxes! • 

34 Hail, illuArious tribe! They; fix 'their 
tents wherp Ihithful allies defend their in- 
terefts, whenever fome cloudy.might aflails 
them with fudden^ advdrfity. 

35 Hail, noble race % among whom neither 
can the revengeful man wreak his venge¬ 
ance ; nor is the penitent offender teft to the 
mercy of hisffbes. 

36 Like camels, were they turned loofe -to’. 
paflure between the times of watering; ‘and 
then yvere they* Iqd to copious pools, horrid 

with armVand blood: 

• 

37 They dragged one another to there *fe- 
verai deaths ; and then were thky Brought 
back, like a herd, tef graze on pernicious 
and.noxious weeds.* 

38 I fwo’se by my life, that l^would eitalt 
vvTith praifes tha't excellent^rilrcf whbm ho*. 
SMN, the fore of demd^m, ifljyred, when* 
be refufed *to concur in the treaty.* 

■ 1 • • • • 

39 He. bent his'whole mind to* the* accom-. 
plilhment of his hidden pujpofe: t he reveal¬ 
ed it not 4 be topk-ftojjirecipitate.ftep. 

46. • He*faid,‘ “ fr wm accomplilh m^defignj 
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rt an d will fecure’myfdlf from my foe with 
V a thoufand horfes well-^aparifoned.” 

41 He made a fierce attack,’*nor feared the 

number of tents^ •where Deatbfxhe mother 

of vultuTes, had fixed"her manfion ; 

• •• 

1 * 

42 There the wiyriour ,f?oqd armed at all 
•points,’fierce as a lion with ftrong mufcles, 
with a flowing mane, with claws never 
bhmted ; 

43 A bold lion* who, when he is .aflailed, 
fpeedily ch&ftifes the aljailant f and," when 
no one attacks him openly, often becomes 
•th<f aggreffort 

44 # Yet I fwear by thy life, my friend, that 
their lancesjpoured not forth the blood of 
1 bn NSjiEic, nor of i^othallem cruelly 

-flam: 

45 Their javelins had no ihare^n Brinking 

the blood or naCfei., nor ^hat of waheb, 

nor that of *iBn mjjaddem, 

• ^ 

46 The jjeaths of all thofe chiefs I myfelf 
have feei* 1 expiated ^yitli camels t free'*from 
blemilh, hfcending the fummite of rocks. 

4 J .indqpd, who rejects‘the’blunf end 

of thejance, which isprbfented'&stoken of 
peace,, mujt .yield to th*e fharpnefs of the 
1 poiqt/* with wlycli • |yery» t^ll javelip. is 
armld. 



fi« THE PO&HP OF ZQHAIR. 

48 He, who keeps' hist promlfe, efcapes 
blame; ,jand, he, who direfia his heart to 
the calm* refting-place 'of integrity, will 
never jammer, nor quake in the ajfemilies 
of bis nation, 

49 He, who trembles at all poffiblc caufes of 
death, falls in their wayeven though he 
defire to mount the ‘ikies on a fcaling- 
ladder. 

50 He, who poileflea. wealth or talents, 
and withholds them from his countrymen, 
alienates their love, and expqfes himfelf to 
their obloquy. 

51 He, who continually debafes his mind 
by fuffering others to ride over it, and 
never raifes it from fo abjedl a ftate, will at 
laft repent of his meannefs. 

52 He, -Cvho fojourns in foreign countries, 
miftakes his enemy for hjs friend ; and him, 
who exalts not his own foul, «.he nation 
will not exalt*. 

53, •. He, who drives not invaders from his 
cittern with,ftrong< arms, will fee it de- 
moliflied and he, who abftains ever fo 
much from Injuring others, wili often him¬ 
felf be injured. 

54 He, who conciliates not thje. hearts of 
men in ? vafieji^ of tjranfadtion?^ will be 
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bitter* by their tharp teeth, and trampled on 
by their patterns. 

55 He,' who’thielis his. reputation by ge¬ 
nerous deeds, wjll f augment. Jx*; ” an<f he, 
who guards not himfelf from cenfufe, will 
be cenfured. 

56 . I am, weary of ‘the hard burde’ns which 
life impofes; and every man who, like me, 
has lived fourfcore. years, witl affuredly be 
no lefs weary. • 

57 1 have feen Death "herfelf {tumble.like a 
dinf-fighjed camel; but he, whom the ftrikes, 
falls; and h^, whom the mifles, grows old, 
-.even to decrepitude. 

58 Whenever a man has a peculiar catt in 
his nature,’although he fupptffes it conceal¬ 
ed, it will foon be known. 

59 • Expedience has taught me the events of 

this day and*yefter<fay ; but, as to the events 
pf to-morrow, I confefs my blindnefs. 

60 •> * Half of man is his tonglie, and the 

other hJ f .is his heart: the reft is only an 
/* ' > J , . 
image compofed of blood .and flem. . 

01 . * >He, who confers benefits bn perfons 

unworthy of them, changes his praife to 
blame, and his joy to repentanfce. 

62 ^ How many t m^n jejoft thpu fee, wjiofe 

abundant merit is admired, y^hen they are 
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filent, but whofe balings fare difsovered, 
foon as' they open their lips ! 

* An old man never grows wife after his 
folly ,:^bnt, .wheh a youth has a&ed foolifh- 
ly, he may attain wifdom. 

* We afked',' and you gave: w’e repeated 
our -requefts, dnd yotlr gift allj^was repeat¬ 
ed ; but whoever frequently fblicits, Vvill Uf 
length meet with ’a, refufatl. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Although the opening of this poem Be that 
of a* love-elegy*, and the'greater, part of it be 
purely pastoral, yt’t it seems to have'been com¬ 
posed pn an Occasion n\o.re exalted than the de¬ 
parture of a mistress,, or the' complaints' of^a- 
lover; for the poet,, who was also a genuine pa¬ 
triot, had Been entertained at the court of no- 
maan, king of hira in 'J[Iesopotamia, and had 
• beep therp engaged 'in a warm .controversy with 
rasei ah, son of, Zetad t chief of the Abfitcs, con¬ 
cerning the comparative excellence , of their 
tribes: leheid -himself relate^', what might be’ 
very naturally expected from a man o'f his elO- 
quepce <md warmth, that he ip-aintaincd the glory 
of his countrymen and his own dignity against all 
opponents'; but, in order to perpetuate ly- Vic¬ 
tory, ?nd to render his'triumph more brilliant, 
he produced the follotviyg pcem, at the annual 
assembly, and, having obtained the ruffrages of 
thecriticks, Was .permitted,, we are’told,'.to hang 
it up on tljc gate of the Temple.. 

The '‘fifteen first couplets are -extremely pic¬ 
turesque, and highly clfardcteristficjv of Arabian 
manners*: they are follpwed by an expostuhtory* 
address of the'poet himself, or of some-frieud, 
Who attended him in‘his ram Wes,'on the folly 
of his fruitless passion for 'N’awar'a, v'ho had 
flighted him, and '^Jiose'fent was removed to a- 
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considerable distance, *Oc<dsion is hence taken 
to interweave a long description of the camel, 
on v?hich he ihteyideA to travel far from the ob¬ 
ject of his love, and which he compares for 
swiftness to a cloucj *dritep by tfttf'wind, nr a 
wild-ass rurftaing to a pool, _after having subsist¬ 
ed many months on herbage obly; or rather to 
a wild-co\\( > hastening in search of her" calf, 
wnora the wblves had left mangled in the forest: 
the las^comparisOn consists of seventeen couplets, 
and may be compared with the long-tailed simi- 
lies of {he Greek ind Ruman poets. He then 
returns to Narfbara, and requites Rer coyness 
with expressions of etjual ijidifference; he de- 
i«rribes*the gaiety of his life, anj| the pleasures 
which jie can dnjoj' even in fier absence; he 
celebrates his own intrepidity in danger , m and 
firmness on his **milita^r "station ;* ^iente he 
takes occasion to introduced short, ^bilt lively, 
description of his hor$e ; and, in the seventieth 
couplet, alludes to. the.before-mentioned con¬ 
test, which jgave Tise* to the pqpm : thence he 
passes to the praises of Jiis own .hospitality; and 
concI*des*with a pdnegyrick on the .virtues of 
his tribg. 

The measure is of* the fiftl* class, calletl perfect 
verse, which regularly Consists of thep compound 
foot benedicerent, six. times repeated, in this 

form: 

1 

‘Trja grata sunt | animo aneo,-yt | melius nihil, 

‘ Oculi fiigri, [ cyathus nitfentf/ | Tosebs calyx. 
VOL. VIII,. 
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But when the couplet a’dyiits the thyd epitrite, 
pastoribus, «and the double iambus, amantium, 
it may be' considered Us f bcfonging to the 
seventh, or tremulous, class; between which 
arid the~p<J:foct, tjie 1 onfyj distinction •seems td 
be, that the tremulous never admits tlic ana- 
pestick foot. * They are both, in the language 
of European prosody, uimbicks, hi \vhich the 
even places are invariably pure, 1 and the 'odd 
places always exclude the dactyl: ylien the 
uneven feet are trochees or pyrrhicks, the verses 
become choriambick or peoni'ek; but of this 
change we have uo instance in the poem 
before us. 
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1 DESOI^ATE are* the manfions of the 
fair^ the.ftationsin mhvia, where they 
refted, a*hd $hofe ’where they fixed their 
.abodes! Wifd.ase the hills of goul, and 
deferted is the fummit of rijaam. 

2 The canals of rayaan are deftroyed: 
jthe remains of them are laid bare and 
fraoothfdhy the floods, like chara&ers en¬ 
graved on the # fobd’rocks. 

3 . Dear|ruins! IVJany ajjear has been 

cldled*many a iftonth,holy and ( tmhallowed, 

has ^lap!e^l;*fince I exchanged tender vows. 

with their fair inhabitants. 

• ^ ^ 

4 # Tbe rainy conftellations of. fpring have 

mjide tReir-hills green anS luxuriant: the* 
drops from th£ thunder-douds have drench¬ 
ed-them with profufe, as vffcll as* with gentle; 
ftiowers 

e 2 
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5 Showers , from evfery nightly iloud, from 
every cloud veiling ti e horizon at day-break, 
and from every evcning-cloud, refponfive 
with hcarfe myrmurs. 

6 Here the wild eringo-plaats raife their 
tops; here' the antelopes bring forth their 
young by the fides' of the, valjey j, and here 
the oftriches drop their eggs. 

y The large-eyed wild-cows lie fuckling 
their young, a few days old j their young, 
who will foon become a herd oh the plain. 

8 The torrthts have cleared the rubbilli, 
and difclofed the traces of habitations, asihe 
reeds of a writer reftJre effaced letters in a 
.book j 

9 Or as the black duft, fprinkled over the 
varied marks on a fair hand, brings to*view 
with a brighter tint the blue ftains of woad. 

10 I flood afking news of the ruins con¬ 
cerning their lovdy habitants; but what 
avail my queftions to dreary rocks, who 
anfwer them only by their echo ? 

11 In the plains, Which now are naked, a 
populous tribe once dwelled; but "they 
decamped at early dawn, and nothing of 
them remains but the, L canals, which en¬ 
circled' the! 1 *' tents, and the thumaam- 
plar.ts, with which they were repaired. 
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12 How were tfiy tender, affections raifed, 
.when the dam|els of the ttibe departed; 
when they hid themfelve? in carriages of 
cotton*, like antelopes, in thefcrittir, and the 
tents, as they were ftruck, gave a piercing 
found! 

« • • 

i • They were concealed in vehicles, whofe 
fides were well-covered with .awnings and 
carpets, with fine-dpun curtains and pictured 
veils: 

• 

14 A company of maidens were feated'in 
them rtyUb black $yes and graceful motions, 
like the*wiid heifers of tuj^ah, or the roes 
of .w eger a tenderly gazing on their young. 

1 5 They hastened thejr camels, till the fultry 
vapour gradually ftole them from.thy light; 
.and they feemed to pafs threugh a vale, 
wild with tamartlks and rough with large 

ftones like*thp valley of beisha. 

'• • • 

16 . Ah!.what remains in ,ti^ remembrance 
of the beautiful nawara, §hce now fhe 
dw«lls"at.a'diftance, add all the boilds of 
union between her and .thee. both ftrong 

and.weak, are torn afunder ? 

• # « 

17 V Ajlamfel, who fometimes has .her abode 
in fai*d, and. fometimes is a neighbour to 
the people of .hej-aaz J hoW can lhe.be 
an object of thy define ?• 
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18 She alights at the eaflern fide of the two 
mountains, Aja and !$almp, ‘ancj then* flops 
on the hills of’a^oH ajjer ; rokha am alfo 
•and F^n-b a' receive h^r with joy. 

1 o When fly; travels towards ’vbmen, we ' 

• si 

may fuppofe* that flip refts at sawayik ; 
and baits at the fiction# of w'ah.Aaf and" 

TELKH.AAM. 

« 

20 Break then fo vain a connexion with a 

a 

miftrefs whofe regard has c’eafed; for hap- 
leTs is an union with a maid, who has brok¬ 
en her vow !* 

21 When 'arflamfel is kin&'and complacent,- 
love her with ardent affedtion; bu\, when 
Her fiilh flaggers and ffer conflancy is 
fhaken, let your difunion frorp her be un¬ 
alterably fixed. 

2 2 Execute tbypurpqfe, O LebZ-id, on a camel, 

wearied by long journie's, whjch have left 
but little of-her foAner flrength^j a^ camel, 
whofe* fides are emaciated, apd on 'whofe- 
fiack,the bunch ip diminished: 

23. Yet eveh in Ihis condition, when her flefh 
is extennated, and her hair,thin ? When after ‘ 
many a toilfome .day, t the th$ag-'6f her,, 
fhoes is broken, 

24 * Even now^fh? has at fpirit fo *brifk, that. 
‘{he flieG* with t^i'c rein, like'a dun cloud 
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driven by tlie'folith wind, after it has dif- 
jcharged its fhov/er; 

25 Or like a female wild-^afs, wjiofe teats 
are diftended with * milk,' wMie the male, 
by \yh< 5 m fhe is with, foal, is grown lean 
with driving his rivals, ftojn her, with bit- 

■ ing and kicking them in his rage. 

« • • 

26 He runs with h^* up the crooked hills, 
although he has b'een wounded in his bat¬ 
tles ; but • her. prefent coynefs, compared 
with her late fondnefs^ fills him with iur- 
prffe. 

, ay “He afceajls the fandy Jjillock of thal- 
mrr, and explores its deferted top, fearing 
left an enemy fhould.lurk behjad.th^guide- 
ftones., 

*28“ There they remain till the “clofe of the 
• ^ . * * 

fixth tnenth, till the frofty fegfcJh is paft ; 
they (ubfitt • ort* herbage .without water j 
.their time of fattkig and^waf retirement is 
long. 

29 The thorps of th^ buhm A-pl^nt wound 
their hind-legs, and the * fultry winds, of 

fymmer.drive them violently in their courfe. 

• • • • 

30 * v Atlengfh they form in their minds a*fix* 
ed refolutibjv of feeking Come cool rivulet , 

• and the hbjeffc. of 'their -fettled. purpo£» 1$ 
nearly attained. 
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< ' 

31 They alternately rkife high cl6uds of dull 

with an'extended fhi,de, as«thefmoke rifes 
from a pile of dry wood newly kindled and 
, flaming.; • 

3* When firefly. AHFADGE-plant% are min¬ 
gled in th§ heap, and the north-wind plays 
with the blazing fire. 

33 He palTes on, but makes her run before 
him; for fuch is his ufual courfe, when he 
fears that fhe will linger behind. 

34 They rufh over the margin of the rivulet, 
they divide the waters of the full ftream, 
whofe barlfs are covered twith the .plants of 

KOLAAM, 

3j .» Bkshs, which-a grove of reeds, part eredt 
and-part laid p.raftrate, overfhades or clothes 
as with a mantle. 

* L x 

36 Is 'this the fwiftnefs of my camel ? 2 Vo; 
rather fhe refembles a vjild-cow, whofe calf 
has been devoured by ravenoug heafts, when 
fhe h'ad fuflered him to gra^e apart, and 
relied for his protection, on the leader of 
the herd; 

37 A mother with flat noftrils-j wRo,*asToon 
as fhe’mifles her young one, peafes not to. 
run haftily,round.the -rales between the 
fand-hills, ahd to fill them with her'mpurn-- 

• fill dries $ 
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38 "WJth cries for "her*white-haired young, 
who now lies rolled in dilfty after the dun 
wolves, hunters qf the defgrt, have divided 
his mangled limbs, and their feaft has not 
keen interrupted. 

39 They met him irf" thfe. moment of her 
negle£t; they feized Rim'with eagernefs; 
for’ oh,* how unerring are the arrows of 
death! 

40 She pafles the night in agony; while 
the rain falls in a Continued # lhoVrer, and 
drenches the tangled g?oves with a profufe 
ftteam.* 

£i .'She lhelfers^herfelf uilcler the root of a 
iAe, whofe boughs are thick, apart from 
other trees*,* by the 'edge of *a Iiillf whofe 
*ine finds are fliaken by her motion: 

42 • Yet the fuccdlive drops fall 01^ her ftrip- 
ed back, while the clouds of pTght veil the* 

. light of the.ftars. # 

43 •* ffer white Hair glimmers, when the dark-* 
nefs Is* juft coming on, and fparkles like 
the pearls of a nlerchanb. when*he fcatters 
thejn from their hiring, 

44 ' length, when the cTouds-arp dilpqrfed, 

and the da'vfa appears,* fhe rifes early, and 

• •* • 

her hoofs glide orv the lftppesy ground.. . 

• * • • • # 

45 She •grows iipparieftt, and .wild. with • 
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grief: fhe lies fratitick in tlpe pool of 
soayie^ for feven yhole (lays with their 
twin-fifters, /even nights ; 

46 Ar.'i.now fhe is in total defpair; her 
teats, which were full of milk, are grown 
flaccid and'dry, though they are not worn 
by fuckling and weaning her young. 

47 She now hears the cry of the hunters ; 
fhe hears it, but fejes them not; fhe trem¬ 
bles with fear; for fhe knows that the 
hunters bring her deftruflion. 

48 She fits quivering, find jpiagines, that 
the caufe of her dread will appeal on qi.ie 
fide and the other, before and behuid her. 

49 \Vh,en the archers defpair of reaching 
her with their Jhafts, they let flip their 
long-eared hounds, anfweringto theirntuies, 

with bodies dry and thin. 

.7*. 

50 They rufh on; but fhe brandifhes againft 
them her extended. horns, bc\th long and 
fharp as javelins made by the fkilful hand 
of SAMHAR, 

51 Strivjng -to repel* them ; for fhe knows 
that, if her effort be vain, the deftinfd mo¬ 
ment of her death mull foon approach : 

52 Then fhe drives the 4 Qg casaab to his 
fate: fhe isftain t ed with his blood;-and 
sokhaam is left proftrate on the field. 
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53 Oft'a camel like this, wljen the flalhes of 
the noon-tide vaj'our dance o/er the plain, 
and the fultry nfift cloth£s the patched 
hills, 1 

54 * I accomplilh piy bold defign, from’which 
I am not deterred by any. fear orreprehen- 

.flon. frgm the,moft ceniorious mah. 

* • • 

55 ' Knoweft thou not, O nawara, that I 
preferve the knot of affection entire, or cut 
it in two, as th§ objects of it are conftant or 
faithlefs ? 

56 That J would Jpave yCithout relu&ance a 
xottntry *not* cong'enial to my difpofttion, 
although death 1 "were inftantly to overtake 
my foul ? 

57 Ah .'.thou knoweft not how many ferene 
•nights, with fweet fport and mirthful re¬ 
velry, • ’ 

• • 

58 I pafs in* gay Converfatiop; and often re¬ 
turn to the flag of the wine-jperchant, when 
he fpreads it in the air, and {fells his wine 
at 9 hlgh.ptice: 

59 I piychaie the*old liqtror a^a dear rate 
iij dark leathern bottles long .repofited, or 
fa oafles, black with pitch, whole feals i 
break, and tl^pn filfthe cheerful goblet. 

60 'How (Jften do I'jqujiff" purj* wine in the 
morningj and draty tewirds mje the fair lu- 
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tani^, whofe delicate fingers fkUftilly touch 
the firings! 

61 I rife before the dock to take my morn¬ 
ing draught, which I fip agairt and again, 
when the fleepers of the dawn awake. 

62 On many a cold morning, when the freez¬ 
ing winds howl, and the hand'of the north 
holds their reins, I turn afide their blaft 
from the travellers;.whom I receive in my 
tent. 

65 . When I rife early to defend my tribe, 

my arms are, born by a fwift horfe, whofe 
girths refemble my fafh adorned with gems. 

64 I afeend a dufty hilHo explore the fitua- 
tion of the fpe, and opr duft flying in 
clouds reaches the Jioftile" ftandard. 

65 At length, when the fun begins to-fink 
into, darknefs, and the veil of night conceals 
the ambufeade and the ftiatagems of our 
enemy, 

66 I defqend into the vale; and my fteed 
faifes his neck like the fmoo'-h branch of a 
lofty pa]m, which he, who wiflies to cut it, 
cannbt reach: 

67 - I incite him to run like a* fleer oitrich, in 

his impetuous courfe, until, when he boils 
in his rage, and his hopes arc light,* . 

68 His ,trappings art ftrongly agitated j a 
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fhowpr flows dctwn his neck; and his fur- 
cingle is bathed >in the fcaldijig foam. 

69 He lifts Ins htfed: he fli€s at liberty with 

the loof? rein; and •haftens to ilis goal, as 

» « , 

& dovo hafteng to the *brook, when her 
feverilh thirft rages. 

70 . There & 11 manfion (the palace of no¬ 

ma an J filled with guefts, unknown to each 
other, hoping for.prefents and fearing re¬ 
proof : 

71 It is inhabited by men, likerftrong-nedk- 
cd*lioi\s, who pienace «one another with 
malignant hate, like the demons of badiya, 
with feet firmly rivetted in the conflict. 

72 * I difputad their falfe*pretegfians J# yet ad¬ 
mitted their real .merit, according to my 
judgement; nor could the nableft among 
••hem Jurpafs me* in* renown. 

73 Oft. hatfe 1 invited a numerous company to 
. the death of a camel, bought for flaughter, 

so be divided by lot with arrows of equal 
dimen lions: 

74. I invite *them*to draw lots tor a camel 
without a foal, and for a cam el with her 
•young* one, whofe fiefii*I diftrihute te afl 

the neighbours. 

• •* 

75 The gueft ajid tjie .fifangqf,.admitted to 
my board, feem*to»hfve alighted in thft 
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fweet vale of t^ba'a^a luxuriant with ver¬ 
nal bloflhiAs. 

I 

76 . To the<ords of n*y tent approaches every 
nee'dj; matron,‘worn with fatigue, like a 

' camel doomed'to die *at her ipafter’s tomb, 
whofe veftyre "is both fcanty and ragged. 

77 • There they* crowrf wjth mejt, .while th* 
wintry winds contend with fierce blafts, a 
diffi flowing like'a. rivuldt, into which the 
famiffied orphans eagerly plunge. 

78 *Wl;en the nations are ^flembled, fome 
hero of our tribe, firm in debate, never fails 
by fuperior powers to furmoiftit tha greateft 
difficulty! 

79 # He diftributes equal lh^res: he difpenfes 
jhftice to the tribes: he is* indignant, when 
their ljjght is diminiffied; and, to eftajbiifh 
their right, often celinquifhes Ijis own. 

80 He adts with greatpefs of mind and with 
noblenefs of hearer he* .fliedsj the d<jw of 
his liberality on thole,* who need his affift- 
*nce: fie fcatters around hi? oi\n gains, 

and precious fpol!s,*the phizes of his valour. 

• • 

81 He 'belongs to a tribe whofe, anceftors. 
have Igft them a perfedt riipcfel; ^nd-every 
tribfe, that defends fronvqs, will have pat-' 

terns of excellence, knd objects < 5 f imitation. 

■riV , , , • ’ , * 

;8a ’ their fuacopr be alked, .they inftantly 
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brace on their h^Iineft, while their lances 
and b^eaft-plates glitter like f^rs. 

83 Their a£tftms afc not fuUied by the ruft 
of time, er tarnilhed ^by difgrace ; *for their 
virtues are unlhStken by any bafe defires. 

84 He hath raifed for 'us a.fabriek of glory 
with ajofty fummit, to* which all the aged 
and'all the young men of our tribe afpire. 

85 Be content, therefore, with thfe difpenfa- 
tions of the Supreme Ruler; for He, who 
bcft knows our nature, has difp^nfefl juftice 
among us. 

S <5 , A¥heif pesce htfe bee*n eftablilhed by our 
. tribe, we ke$p» it inviolate";; and He, who 
rmfkes it, renders our profpcrity complete. 

® ^ ^ m 

S7 Noble are" the exertions of our heroes, 

. when the tribe ftruggle with, hardlhips; 
they ate -our leader? in war, and,in peace 
the deciders of opr* claims: 

88 . The£ are .an enlivening fpring to their 
inSigent neighbours, and to th&difconfolate 
wic^Ms, jvhofe year pafTes heavily away. 

89 They ar^*an ifluftrious. race ;* although 
theii; enviers may be flow in commending 
t>heip,#fnd the malevolent tenfuj-er may in-, 
dine t <3 thgh'*fce. 
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n-iE argument.. 


llHS poem appears to have been a little older 
than that of zohaik ;• for it must>*have been com¬ 
posed /luring the war of owns, which the mag¬ 
nanimity of the two thief’s, extolled by zouair, 
so ){obhj terminated, antara, • the gallant Absitc, 
of whom so much has already been said in the 
preliminary discourse, distinguished himself very 
early in the war'by his val«ur in attacking the 
tribe of dhoisvan, and boosts in this composition, 

that he had slain demoem, the father* of hosein 
, * 
and of IniiEM, ‘whom waiu>, the son of hares,. 

afterwards put to death. An old enmity sub¬ 
sisted, It seems, between our poet anti**those 
two young men, wl'io, as ant 4kit belieVed, had 
calumniated him without provocation ; and his 
chief object in this goem was to'blazon his own. 
achievements and exploits, and Co Renounce 
implacable resentment against the-calumniators, 

. whom his menaces were likefv to intimidate: 

• tt * 

yet so Jtarsli' an argument is tempered by a 
strain ‘in.some parts elegiack and amatory; fbr 
. even .this vengeful impetuous warworn - found 
himself obliged to comply with 'the custom of 
the Arabian jioets, y'fio had left., as'he osrnplains, 
little ndw'magej'ij for,their successors'. 
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He begins t^ith a pathetick address to the bower 
of his belovec^ abla, and to the rujus of her de¬ 
serted mahsion:*he l^pwails hew sudden depar¬ 
ture, the distance of her -new abode,.land the 
unhappy variance •b*etwe»n .their respective 
clans: he describes his passion and the beauties 
of his mistress with great gnergy: thence he 
passes to big own laborious course of life, con¬ 
trasted with the voluptuous indolence of the 
fair, and gives *a foroi&le description of his 
camel, whom he ccynpares to a male ostrich 

hastening to visit the eggs, which the female, 

• • • 
whose usual neglect of them is mentioned by 

naturalists, Had left m a ten'ote valley. lie 
-r.ext expatiates «on his various accomplishments 
gnd virtues; his^nTildness to those who treat 
him kfndly, his.fierceness to those,w]io injure 
him; his disregard of ryealth, his gaiety, libe- 
jujljty ; and above all, his military pJewess and 
spirit of enterprise, oil which he triumphantly 
enlarges through the rest of the poem,.except 
four couplets, in which he alludes obscurely to 
a cert^jn Jove-adVentui^ ; and,.after many ani¬ 
mated descriptions of battles and .single com¬ 
bats, he concludes with a wish, that he inay' 
live to slay the two sonfi o^ DEM»EM, t and with* a 
bitter exultation on the death of tfier father, 

■* i 9 • *• 

whom he had left a prey to the wild beasts and the 
vultures . 

Tlie metre is. iamfthdt, like that of the poem im¬ 
mediately pre5eding* 

f 2 
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t Have the bards, who preceded me, 
left any theme upfung? What, therefore, 
Jhall be my fubjeitf Love only mujl Jhpply 
my lay. Doft thou the/frccolled,. after long 
copfideration, the manfion of thy beloved? 

2 ,0 bowerof abla, in the valley of jiwa a," 

give me tidings of my love! O bor/cr of 
An*, a, may the' morning rife on thee with 
profperity and health! » 

Then' I flopped my camel, large as a 
tower, the atiguiih of my paffion having 
delayed the accomplifhment oi“my bold en- 
terprife, 

4 'Whilft abiA was dwelling, in, jiwaa, • 
and our tribe wereJlationed in «a2n, and 

SAM A AN, dnd TATHAILEM. * 

Hail, dear„ru y ns, with Whofe pOfltflbrs. I 
had old engagements; more dreary and 
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more ^lefolate are you become , after the de- 

garturfe of, my helmed omm arheitham. 

• • 

6 She dwells in tlie land of my Ijpes, like 
roaring’ lions: Qhr! llow painful “has been 
my feafch after thee, fair daughter of 

MAKHREM. 

7 I*£el?*jnyfeff attached to her at our firft 
interview, although.I had (lain Jier coun¬ 
trymen in battle: f allure thee, by the life 
of thy father, that of my attachment there 

can be no doubt. 

• 

8 Thou tbyfelf of my heart j 

/thou haft fixw^thy abode in-it (imagine not 
that I delude thee) and art fettled there as 

a beloved and cherilhed ‘inhabiftuft. 

• 

9 Tet how can I vifit my fair one, whilft 
hpr family have .their vernal manfion in 
oneizata.in, and mine are ftationed in 
GHAILfeM? 

to .Surely thou 'halt iirgily refolved to de« 
pan,*rrbn\me, fince the Camels of thytrihe 

are bridled even itf fo* darfc a night. 

* *# • 
ii . Nething fo much alarms mt'wltb a Jigtial 

of her* 'defined removal , as my feeing the 
camels of burden, which belong to her tribe, 
grazing on KHi^iKHiM-berrieff in the mi^fl 
nf their tents: 
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12 ' Among them are forty-two nyilch camels, 

dark as'the plumes of a yoal-bljick raven. 

13 Then, antara,* fhe pierced thee to the 
■ heart with her <vell-| 3 o 5 nted teeth exquifitely 

white, the kiijs of which is delicious, and 
the tafte ravifliingly fweet: 

14 From the mouth of*this .lively damfel, 
when you kifs her lips, .proceeds the fra¬ 
grance of mufk, as from the Vafe of a per¬ 
fumer ; 

15 Or like the fcent of a blooming bower, 

whofe plants . the .gentle rafins have kept 
in continual verdure, which no Tilth h°s 
fullied, and to whiclT’there has been no 
refort'i. ' . 

16 Every morning-cloud, clear of hail, has 
drenched it with a plentiful Ihowe’vairti 
ha& left all the little cavitids in thu earth 
both round and bright as coins of filver : 

1 7 Profufclv and c&pioufly it defcends-; and 
every’evening the ftream, which nothing 
intercepts, gulhes rapidly through it. 

18 The flies remain in it with inceflant buzz¬ 
ing,' and their murmurs are like the fang 
of a rtian exhilarated with wine :• 

19 ' heir found, when they flrike their flenr 
der legs agaihft esfch other, Is like tRUToimd 
of a flint, frchja• which the fparks are forced 
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by a ipan with ohe arm, intent upon his 

labour. 

* • 

20 While thou, f/fir AB£A, # reclineft both 
evening* ifnd morning the*lap*of a. foft 
couch, I pafs whole nights on the back 
of a dark-coloured horle TyeH caparifoned. 

* i . IVJy cwjly Quflhioii is the faddle of a charger 

with firm thick feet, ftrong fided, and large 

• • 

in the place of his girths. 

Shall a camel«rff shaden bear me^to thy 
tent, a camel far removed from 'her eoun- 
try, ’deftiSute of milk, and feparated from 
ljhe«herd ? 

2^ She waves E£r tail in her playful mood, 
ancf proudly anoves her -body /sosn fide to 
fide even at the end of her nightly ex- 
cjirfion: fhe ftrikes the hills*with her 
quickly-, moving arid firmly-trampling hoofs. 

s * • * 

24 Thus, thd bird without % ears, between 
whofe feet there i» but a fi^all fpace, the 
J'uift ojirich beafs the ground jft his even¬ 
ing aourfe^ 

25 The yourfg oftrlches gather, themfelves 
. arpund him, as a multitude of bfack yeme- 

tfiAif samels aflefnble round their Abyf- 
firtian titrdmafi, who is unable to exprefs 
hmifelfi in Jbe language of Arabia. 

26 They follow hin| guided by the. Ioftinefs 
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of his head, which rtfembles the carriage of 
travelling 'damfels, raifed ,on • high ? and 
covered like a tent: 

27 tlis head, tbpvgh lofty , is frnail ; when he 
& going to vifit the eggs, which bis female 
left in dhulasheira, he loolis like an 
Ethiop with fhort eats in a trailing garment 
of furred hides. 

r (i 

28 My camel drinks the water of dehrad- 
hain, but ftarts afide with difdain from the 
bojiile rivulets of dailem. 

*9 She turns her right fide, a? if file were in 
fear of fome large' headed fereamer of the 
night, 

30 Qf a hideous wild cat fixed to her body, 
who, as often as.the bent herfelf towards 
him <n her wrath, aftailed her with-his 
claws and his teeth. 

31 I continue, all day on the well-cemented 
tower of her back,, ftrongly raifed, and firm 
as the pillars of him who pitches a tent: 

3 z When Jhe refts , (he crouches cn the foft 

bank qf roaa, and groans through fatigue 
like the foft founding reed, which fhe preflfes 
with her weight. 

33 Her fweat refembles. thick rob or tena¬ 

cious pitch, which the kindled fire c^ufes to 
bubble in th^ lides of a cauldron; 
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It gufhes from behind her ears, when 
fiie bcjfls with rage, exults* in her ftrength, 
and ftruts in her pride, like the ftallion of 
her herd# when his riVals aflail him. 


35 O AffL a, although thou droppeft thy veil 
before me, yet know, thaftjby my agility 1 
.hay? made, captive many a knight clad in 

complete armour. * 

• 

36 iBeftow on me tte commendation, which 
thou knoweft to be due; fince my nature 
is gentle and mild, when my rights Are not 

invadede 

» . • 

37 put, when I am injured, my refentment 
is firm, and Bitter as coloquinteda to the 
tafte of tbe;aggrefTor. 


38 I quaff, when the noontide heat is abated, 
old wine purch^fed with bright and weH- 
ftamped coin; 

39 I quaff it lh a goblet of'yellow glafs va* 
” riegateci with, white ftre&R, .whofe com- 

paB’on is a glittering fiaggoh well fgcured 
by its lid from the Wafts of the north :• 

. 4<? \Phen I drink it, my wealth^ diflipated; 

• but tpy faihe remains abundant and uninv 
paired*; 

41 And, .when I return-to fobriety, the dew 
of my liberality cont{hpe$ aS irefb as b$fora 
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43 

44 

45 

46 

47 


give due honour, therefore, to thofe qua¬ 
lities, which thou knoweft me t d poflefs. 

i i 

•Many a''confort bf a fair one, whofe 
beauty required ,rto ornament^, ‘have I left 
proftrate on the ground; and the life-blood 
has riin founding from his veins, opened 
by my javelin like thfi mouth ,f>f a camel 
with a divided lip : 

With a nimble and double-handed ftroke 
I prevented his attack; and the ftreain, 
that gufhed from the penetrating wound, 
bore the colour of anemonies., 

Go, afk the warriours, '.O daughter ot. 
malec, if thou art ignmant of my valour,, 
qjh them that, vyhich thou knoweft not; 

, * 1 4 1 1 

JJk hoxv I a£t, when I am conftantly 
fixed to the faddle of an elegant horfq* 
fwimming in his Cou'rfe, whom my -bold 
antagonifts alternately wound; 

Yet fometimes ho advances alone to -the 

*• ' .1 

conflict, • and fometimes he ftands colltdted 

c , 

. in a multitudiilous throng of. heroes with 
'ftrong bows. 

AJk) and whoever has been witnefs to 
,the copibat, w'ill inforrii thee, that* I am im¬ 


petuous in battle, but regarcllafs of the fpoils. 
48 Many-a wariiour, clad in arfuit oflhail,- 
at whofe violent'..aflkult the boldeft men 
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have trembled, vfho neither had faved him- 
felf b|- fvsyft flight nor by abjeft fubmiffion, 

49 Has this arm*laid prone with a rapid 
blow fr<Jm a w<;!l-ftraitened, javelin, firm 
between the knots > 

50 Broad were the lips of*the wGund ; and 
. the^ ncrife of the* Vulhing blood called forth 

the wolves, prowling in the night, and 
pinched with hunger: * 

51 With my l.wift lance did I pierce his 
coat of mail; and ho warriovr, "however 
braVe, ig feci\re from its point. 


53 ’ “I left him, like a facrificed vi&im, to the 
lions of the foreft, who feafted on him be- 
tween the crown of his*head apd,his wrifts. 


& 


Often have I btirft the interior folds of a 
well-wrought habergeon worrf by a famed 

warriourappointed to maintain his poft ; 

• • 

WBbfe hahds were brifk in calling lots, 

• • # 

When winter demands fitcll recreation: a 

♦ • ' 

m»::,*cenfured for his .difreg&rd of wealth, 
and for caufing tl\e wine-merchaat to Ifyfikfe 
his flag, by purctiafmg allljisfipre. 


55 WJren he fa<w me defcend from 
ftecd, «and sulh towards him, fife grinned 

^.vith’horror,' but \vith no fmile of joy. 

' a # , 

56 My engagement \©th him lafted ’the 



at THE POEM OF ANTAftA. 

whole day, until hU head and fingers, co¬ 
vered with clotted gore, appeared ,to be 
Rained wkh the juice of idhlim. 

57 Then I fixjed him witH my lance: I 

{truck him 'to the heart with an Indian 
^ ' * 

cimeter, the blade of which was of a bright 
Water, and rapid w&§ the ftrokje it gave: 

58 A warriour, whofe armour feemed to be 
braced on a lofty tree ; a chief, who, like a 
king, wore fandals of t leather flained with 
Egyptian thorn; a hero without an equal. 

59 O lovely-heifer! how fwe.et a‘prey was 
fhe to a hunter permitted'Jo chafe her.! To 
me fhe was wholly defied : O would to 
.heaven, that fhe had not bfen forbidden me! 

r ' * 

60 I fent forth my handmaid,, and faid to 
her, *f Go, afk tidings inquifitively of my 
“ beloved, and bring me intelligence.” 

01 She fai<j, “ I liavefeen the hoflile guards 
“ negligent of their watch, and the. wild 
“ heifer may be fmilten by any -archer, 
“ who delireSr to fhoot her.’’ 

62* Then fhe turned towards me with the 
neck of a young roe, well-grown^ ofan -ex*, 
quifite. breed among the gazals of the wood, 
a roe with a milk-white? face." 

6 t, I have been informed of a man ungrateful 
for my kindn^la; but ingratitude turns the 
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mind of a benefd&or from any more bene¬ 
ficence. 


The inftru&iofts, which toy valiant uncle 
gave me$ I have .dilig’gntly obferved; at the 
fime when the. lips are 'drawn away from 
the bright teeth, 

Jn she ftruggli of the fight, into’ whofe 
deepeft’gulphs the warriours plunge them- 
felves without complaint or murmur. 


When any .tribe have placed, me as a 
Ihield between them and the hoftik fpears, 
I totve .not ignobly declined the danger, al~ 
thou gh*the» place* where I fixed my foot, 
was too narffew to admit a companion. 

‘When 1 . heard the din of.yqitRA.raifed 
in the field, and the.Tons of rabeia in the 
thick dull, 

And the fhoufs of dhohol at the mo¬ 
ment of affault,»w*hen they rufti in troops to 
the co’pfii£t.with all their lharp-biting lions. 
When even the mildeft of the tribes faw 
the fkiwnifh under their ftandardS (afcd 
Death Jprtads Bavock under the ftandard 
of the mildeft nation), 

•Then I knew with certainty,.that, in Co 
fierce a cen^eft with them, many a heavy 
blow would njakc*.the perched birds of the 
brain fly quickly fioa^ every.feiill: 



86 THE POEM OF ANTARA. 

i 

71 As foon as I beheld the legions of our 
enemies advancing, and animating one an¬ 
other to buttle, I toe rallied forward, and 
afted without reproach. 

72 The troops called out antara ! while 
javelins, long as the cords of a well, were 
forcibly thruft againfc the, chert .of my dark 
fteed. 

c 

73 I ceafed not to charge the foe with the 
neck and breail of myjiorfe, until he was 
mantled in blood. 

74 My fteed, bent afide with the rtroke of 
the lances in his forehead, complained 10 
me with gulhing tears and tender lobbing: 

75 *. H{td.he known the art.of difeourfe, he 
would have addreiTed me in a plaintive 
rtrain; and, had he poflefled the faculty cf 
fpeech, he would have fpoken- to me dif- 
tindtly. 

76 In the ijtidft of the black durt, the horfes 
were impetuoully ruflnng with disfigured 

■ countenances; every robuft ftall’on and 
every ftrong limbed ilioft-haired mare. 

77 Then my foul was healed, and ajl my 
.. anguilh was dilperfed, by the cry of the 

warriours, faying, “ antara; 

“ charge again!” 

7S My.camels >#o a£e obedient to my will, 
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as often as I delire to kindle the ardour of 
my ^ieai£, and prefs it on to fome arduous 
enterprife. 

79 Yet i fear left deefth fhould feize me, be- 
’fore the adverfe turn’of* war has overtaken 

the*two fons of demdem*; 

• • 

So. 4 Mep, v^hc attacked my reputation, when 
I }iad given them no offence, and vowed, 
when I had never affailed them*, to fhed my 
blood; 

81 Yes! they injured me—but I have left 
their father, like a vi&im, to be mangled 
by the liorfi of the wood, and by the eagles 
advanced in^years. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


I HE discordant and incoiisietent accounts ot 

* ♦ i 

the coalmen tutors, who seem to have collected 
' » 

without examinatioir'every tradition that pre¬ 
sented itselfj have left us very much in the 
dark on the subject of the two following poems; 
but the common opinion, which appears to me 
the most probable, is. that they are, iu fact, 
political and adverse declamations, which Mere 
delivered by amru and hareih at the head of 
their respective clans, before amru the son of 
JUNda, king of mi )a <in Mesopotamia, who had 
assumed the office of mediator between tksm 
after a most obstinate war, and .layl undertaken 
to hear a discussion -of tlieii; several claims to 
pre-eminence, and to decide thiir cause with 
perfect impartiality. In some ‘copies, indeed^ 
as in tho«c of nahas and of zauzeni, the tu*o 
poem? are separated ; and [n that oI'ohaidalla, 
the poem of*UAR£TiI*is tofally omitted ; a re¬ 
markable tact, of which I have made soma vse 
, to a djfferenfpurpose in the prctijnijiary disser¬ 
tation. Were J to draw my opinion sojely from 
the structure and gefleraf’furn of*AMRu’s com¬ 
position,* I should ’conffeive that the king of 5 
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hira, who, like other tyrants, wished to make 
all.men just'but himself, and to leave all nations 
free but his own, hart attempted to enslave the 
powerful trrtae of tagle*^ and to appoint a pre¬ 
fect overihem, but tiiat the warlike possessors 
of the-deserts and* fores ts**had # openly disclaim¬ 
ed his authority, aijcJ enqrteyod their principal 
leaden ancf.poet ?o scijd iiim defiance, and mag¬ 
nify their own jndepciylcnt spirit. 

Some Arabian writers Sssert, what there is abun¬ 
dant reason to believe, that the above-mention¬ 
ed king was filled by the author of the.follow- 
ing poem, who composed *t k say they, on that 
occasion ; <but. the king ‘himself is personally 
addressed by "the poet, and warned against pre¬ 
cipitation in deciding the contest; and, where 
mention is majle of crowned heads'left prostrate 
on the field, no particular monarch seems to be 
intended, but the conjunction copulative has the 
force, as it often has itf Arabic!;, of a frequenta¬ 
tive particle. - 

Let jus then, where certainty cannot he obtained, 
be jtftisVtcd with high probability, jand suppose, 
with j'abriuzi, that the two tribds of becji aiyi. 
tag bed, having exhausted one another vn\ 
long war,, to which the murder of; coleib the 
"2 fig/ebite had given rise, agreed t<5 terminate 
their ruinous quarref, and' to*make tlie king of 
hira theit'umprfe ; that, on the day appointed, 
tlie tribes met before tlie palace or royal lent; 
Had th’at amru, the son h'f celthuMj prince of 
B 8, 



the Tdglcbites, either pronounced his poem ac¬ 
cording to the custom of th§ Aralf, or stated 
his pretensions in a solemn speech, which he 
afterwards versified^'that.it might*|)e more easily 
remembered byhis' tribe and their,posterfty. 

The oration or ]joem) or whatever it may be call¬ 
ed, is arrogant* be’ytmd albimagination, and con¬ 
tains hardly a colour qf argument: the prince 
was, mo§t probably, a vain young man, proud 
of his accomplishments, and elate with* success 
in his wars; but his production could not fail 
of becoming extremely popular^imong his coun¬ 
trymen; and his own family, the descendants 
of josh am the sort of »ecu, \fc’cre«so infatuated 
by it, that (as one of their/own poets-admits) 
they could scarce ever desist from repeating it, aifd 
thought’ tfimj had attained thU summit of glory 
without.any farther Motions of xirtuc. lie be¬ 
gins witll a strain perfectly Anacreontic^, thb 
tdcgiack style of the* former pqCim not "being 
well adapted to his cagor exultation and tri¬ 
umph ; yet there is sojne mixture of compl aint 
on the departure of his mistress, whoSe bpauties 
he delineates with a boldness and energy highly'* 
characteristick of unpojished.manncrs : the rest 
of his wqrk consists of menaces, .vaunts, and 
exaggerated applause of his own tribfc fat tilth 
generosity and prowess* the goodness of*their 
horses, the beauty of’their jtomeiT, the extent 

of their tmssessious, anti even ihe*number of 
• _ . * . • • • • • ** 
their ships ; "which ‘boasts were so well found- 

a * • 



cd, that, according to some authors, if maho- 
MED.had pofbejn born, the Taglebitcs would 
have appropriated the* dominion* of all Arabia, 
and possibly would have erected ajniglfty state, 
bothvivil W d maritime.. 

This poem* Is composed in copious verse,, or metre 
of tin fourth species,, according to the fallow¬ 
ing' form : 

• 1 ’ , 

“•Amatorcs | puelkirum | misellos 

“ Occliorum | jiytor multos | fefellit.” 

But the compound foot amort* furens is used at 
pleasure instead of the first £p*trite; as, 

* Vemista pud j la. tarda vonis j ad hortum, 
“ I strata lyrajst, | paratu^odor | josarmp.” 
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1 . ‘Holla \ —Awake, fweet damfel, and 

bring our morning draught in tlfy capaci¬ 
ous goblet; nor fulTer the rich wines fcf 
enderein to be longer hoarded : - 

2 * Bring the well-tempered wine, that feems 
to be tinctured > with faffron ; and, when 
it is diluted with water, overflows the 
cup. 

3 This is. the liquor, ..which, diverts the 
anxious lover from his •paflipn; and,—a® 
foon as t he taftes it, lie is perfectly com- 
'pofed: 

4 Hence thou feefl: the ' penurious churl, 
when the circling bowl pafTes him,. grew 
regardiefs of his pelf: 

5 * When its potent flames have feized the 
diferenfeft of pur youths, * thou, wouldlb 
imagine him to’bean a phrenfy. 
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6 Thou turpeft the goblet from us, O 
ip.oth.er of amru ; for the true courfe of 

the goblet is to the right hand: 

• • 

7 He V'not the leaff amiable of thy three 
companions, O piother of amru, to whom 

thou haft not prefented the* morning bowl. 

® * • 

8 ^ Ht>w many a cup have I purchafed in 
balbec! how many more in Damascus 
and kasirein ! 

9 Surely our •allotted hour of j^te will 
overtake us; lince we aje deftirfed to.death, 
and death to -s. 

10 O ftay awhile, before we feparate, thou 
lovely rider on camels ; that we may relate 
to thee ouf forrows, and thpu Jto us thy 
delights ! . 

11 O ftay—that we may inquire, whether 
thou haft altered thy purpofe of departing _ 
haftilyr or* whefher thou haft wholly de¬ 
ceived rhv tbo confident iQv^r: 

* • 

12 . T n the hateful day 9f battle, whilft he 
ftruggles*amid wounds and blows, may fhc ' 
Ruler of the world refrelh thy light with 

■eoolnefs, apd gratify it with every delired 
objedl’! 

i 

13 O -amru;** when thou vifiteft thy fair 
on» in fecret, and wljen th$ eyes of lurk' 
ing enemies are ctofeh^in reft,* 
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14 She difplays two lovely arms, fair and 
full as the limbs of a long-necked fnow- 
white young camel, that frifks in the ver¬ 
nal feafon over the fand-barks and green 
hillocks; 

15 And two fweet breafts, fmooth and 
white as veffels of ivory, modeftly de¬ 
fended from the hand of thofe, who pre¬ 
fume to touch them: 

16 She difeovers her flender fhape, tall and 
well-proportioned, and her fides gracefully 
riling with all their attendanfccharms ; 

17 * Her hips elegantly fwelling, which the 
entrance of the tent is fcarce large enough 
♦to admjt, and her waift, the beauty of 
which drives me to madnef$; 

18 * With two charming columns of jaf- 
per or polilhed marble, oh which'hang 
rings and trinkets '•making a ftridulous 
found. 

19 My youthful paffion is rekindled, and- 
my ardent deli re revive^, When 1 fee the 
travelling Camels of my fair, one driven 
along in the evening; 

a • * 

i& "When the towns of yemama appear in 
fight, exalted above, the plains, and Alining 
like bright fables.’ in «the h*ands /of thoffe, 

- ivho* baye unfhdttthed them. 
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21 When (he departs , the .grief of a fhe- 
camel, whb £eeks her loft foal, and returns 
defpairing with piercing cries, equals not 
my angyfth ; 

22 Noj/fhat of a. widow, with fnowy locks, 

• • m 
whofe mourning never ceafes for her nine 

° • • 

children, of. whom nothing remains, but 
what the tomb has concealed. 

• . 

23 Such is our fatP! This day and the 
morrow, and thfc morning after tl.iem, are 
pledges in the hand of jdeftiny*for avents, 
of whiclj- we have no knowledge. 

24 • "T) fon of**HiNDA, be not precipitate in 
’giving judgment againft us: hear us with 

patience, and we will, grve thg« certain in¬ 
formation*. 

25 That we lead^ our ftandard? to battle. 
Tike camel: to the pool, of a white hue, and 
bring them hack ftained with blood, in 
whicji fchey have trenched tjieir thirft ; 

20 .ThaJ; our days of profperity, in which 

we have tefufed to oljev the commands oi 
, • ' • 
kings, have been’long and" brilliant. 

27 v Many a chief of his nation, on whom 

the regal diadem has been placed, the Te-* 

fuge of thofo-who implored his protection, 

. • • • 

28 Have we left* proftmte on tfte*field, while 

his hqrfeg waited by l\is hide, Wth TTrib. of 
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their hoofs bent, and with bridles richly 
adorned. 

* Often have we fixed our manfions in 
DHf thaluh- towards tha'diftri&s of 
Syria, and have kept at a durance thofe 
who menaced us. 

We ivere Jo difgnifed i,i mr utrmynr, that 
the dogs of the tribe fnarled at us; yet we 
ftripped the branches from every thorny 
tree. (every armed -wa^r'ieurj that oppofea 
us. - . 

When wf roll the mliiftonv* of war over 
a little clan, they are ground to Hour in 
the firll battle ; 

From-the eaftern fide of najd the cloth 
of the mill is fpfeild, and whatever we calt 
into it foon becomes impalpable powder. 

You alight on our hills an guefts arc re¬ 
ceived in their ftation, «and we ha lien to 
give you a warm reception, left, you f hrmlu 
complain of our backwardncfs : 

We invite you to our boa rd, and fpeedt- 
ly prepare for your entertainment a folid 
rock, which, before day-break, fhr" fe- 
duc.e you to dull:. 

Surely hatred after hatred has been ma- 
nifefted by thee, O hojiile chief,* and th*y‘ 
-I'Vecrdfr rancour has been revealed; 
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But we have inherited glory, as the race 
0/ MAAD* well knows; we have fought 
with valour till aur fame iias been illus¬ 
trious : • 

’ W^n the falling pillars of our tents 
quiver over our furniture* *we defend our 
jieighboyrs fram the impending ruin': 

We difperfe our gifts to our countrymen, 
buf difdain to lhafe their lpoils; and the 
burdens, whiclj-we bear, we fupport for 
theii* advantage. 

Wheiy the troops of the foe are at a dif- 
taTice from.tis, we dart our javelins; and, 
when we dole in the combat, we ftrike 
with lharp fibres; 

Our dajk javelins' exquifitely. wrought 
of khathaian reeds, fender and deli¬ 
cate ; out fabres "bright and piercing : 

• • 

With thefts w<? cleave in pieces the heads 
of # opr •enemies ; toe moty, % we cut down 

their necks as with fickles : 

- * • . . 

Then*might you imagine the. fkulls^'of 

heroes .on the plain, to Tie tl^e bales of a 
.samel thrown on rocky ground.' 

Ihlfead of fubmitting to them,*.we ciUlK 
their heads ^vand their terror is fuch, that 
they know not* on’.'vyhich fide, the danger 
is to be feared. 
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44 Our dimeters, whofe ftrokes are furi- 
oufly interchanged, are ,as'little regarded 
by us, as ’ twjfted fkfhes in the hands of 
playful children. 

45 Their armour a'nd ours, flaiVd recipro¬ 
cally with "our blood, feems to be died or 
painted with the juice »f„the,'crimfon fy- 
ringa-flower. 

46 At a time when'the tribe is reluctant to 

charge the foe, apprehenlive of fome pro¬ 
bable difafter, 4 

47 Then we lead on our troop,*:like a moun¬ 
tain with a pointed fummitj we preferve 
our reputation, and advance in the fore- 
raofl, ranks, - 

48 With youth, who confider death as the 
completion of glory, and with aged heroes 
experienced in war: 

49 We challenge all th»> clans-together to 

contend with us, and we boldly preclude 
their Ions from approaching the manfion 
of our children. t ■ 

50 On the day, when we arc anxious to 
proted our families, we keep vig : 'ant 
guard, clad in complete fteel; 

51 But on the day, when* we have no fuch 
anxiety for them, our' legions aflemble in 
•full council, . 
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52 Led by a chief among .the defendants 
of jos ham .the fon of becr, we bruife 
our adverfaries, both $ie *weak and the 
ftrong. 

53 * 0 /! the nations ferr\ember not the time, 
when we bowed the neck/ t>r ever flagged 
in the aQnfli^f* 

y4 Oh! let no people be infatuated and 
violent againft us ; for we will requite their 
infatuation,, wlyeh furpaifes the .folly of 
the moft foolifh. 

5^ On Vfhat pretence, ^O* amru, fon of 
hSda, fhoiild we be fubjei to the fo- 
Vereign, whom thou wouldft place over 
us ?" 

56 By what pretence,' O amri% fon of 
Hi no A, doll thou yield to oui* calumnia¬ 
tors, and treat us with indignity ? 

57 Thou haft neenaced us: thou haft thought 
to intjmidate'us ; bTit gently,. O king! fay, 
when were we ever the vaflals.of thy mo¬ 
ther! 1 

58 Our javelins, Cf amru, "difdain to relate 
their Vehemence before thee in aflailing our 
foes r 

59 "Whenever -ft man ufes force to bend 
them, they ftart'baci, ^md become inflexi¬ 
bly rigid. 



THE POEM OF AMRU. 


14 

60 So rigid, that, when they return to their 
former ftate, they ring with a thrill noife, 
piercing the neck and forehead of him who 
touches' them. 

61 Haft thou ever .been informed, that 
josh am,- the fon of BliCR, in battles an¬ 
ciently fought, was at any time remi/s ? 

62 Wc have inherited the renown of al- 
KAMA, the ion of saif, who by dint of 
valour obtained adraiifion. for us into the 
■caftleS of glory. 

63 We are' heirs to mohajl itil, and to 
zoheir the flower of his tribe : O of how 
noble a treafure were they the preferend 

64 ', From. attab alfo and fro;p ckltiu’M 

we have received the inheritance tranf- 
mittdd from their progenitors. 

65 By dihi’lbor?.a, of whole fame thou 
haft heard the report,-have we been pro- 

- teded ; -••nvd throifgh him we< protpdtthofe 
who fuck our aid. 

'66 Before him the adventurous colei u 
fprurig from us : and what fpccies of glory 
is there, which we have not attained.,?.' 

6j When our antagonifts twill againft us 
the cords of battle, either we burft the 
knot} cr rend’tl.e necks of our opponents. 

*6S : . We ihall be found the firmeft of tribes 
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in keeping our defenfive alliance, and the 
molt faithful in obferving the bond of our 
treaties. 

69 Wheqy the fiames*’wcre kindled in the 
ltiounj&in, on the morning of an excur- 
lion? we gave fuccour Vnors important than 

the aid of other allies. 

• , *• • * 

70 T.o gfive immediate relief, we kept all 

our herds confinedtin dhu or athri, until 

our milch-camels of a noble breed were 
• • - . 
forced to graze cn withered herbs. 

0 

,71 We .protect with generality the man 

wiio fubhiits to us, but chaftife with firm- 

• • 

nefs him, by whom \vc arc infulted. 

72 "VVe reject the offersjof thpic .who • have 
difplealed us, but. a^ept the prefents of 
thofe with whom we are fatisfied. 

73 • We fdccourcd tlae right wing, when our. 

troops.engaged in combat, and our valiant 

. brother gave fupport to the. left. 

• • , ' 

74 • They made a fierce attack: againfl: the 

legions which oppoipd them, atjd we ri@t‘ 
lefs fiercely* alfaikd the fcftiadrons by which 
we were oppofed. 

75 Thfcy returned with booty and.with rich 
fpoils ; and tpe fons of kings were among 
our captives. 

76 To you, O dcleendantjs of AB&R7lC.y«tf’ 
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■tore addrefs ourfelves: have you not yet 
learned the truth concerning us ? 

77 Have you not Experienced, with what 
impetuosity our troops have attacked your 
troops, with what force they*'have darted 
their javelins ? 

78 We are armed with* bright* fabres, and 
clad in habergeons made in Yemen ; our 
cimeters are part ftrait, part bent. * 

79 We have coats of mail,- that glitter like 
lightning; the plaits of which are feen in 
wrinkles above our belts : 

80 When at any time our*heroes prit them 
off, you may fee their {kin blackened with 
the preffure c;f the fteel. , 

81 The plaits of ottr hawberks refemble the 
fur face of a pool, which the winds have 
ruffled in their courfe. 

82 On the morning of attack, we are borne, 
into the held on fhort-hdred {feeds, which 
have been known to us from the time 
when we wearied them., and which we 
refcued from our foes, after they had been 
taken. 

'83 * They rufh to the fight, armed with 

breaft-plates 9f fteel; they leave it with 
their .manes disheveled and dufty. and ths- 
• sains, tied in knots, lie on their necks. 



THE POEM OF AMRU. 


17 


84 We inherited this excellent breed from 
our virtuous anceftors, and, on our death, 
they will be inherited by our fons. 

8 5 All thettribes of m Xad perfectly know, 

when tJieir tents, are pifcRed in the well- 
watefed valleys, 

•86 That«we fppport the diftreflfed in every 
barrel ye*ar; and are bountiful to fuch as 
folioit our bounty; 

87 * That we defend the oppreffed, .when 
we think it. juft; and fix our" abode in 
ARAfifiAjj where we find if* convenient; 

•w # ^ • * • 

88 • That we give fuccour to thofe that are 
flear us, when the bright cimeters mal^ 
the eyes of our heroes wi*k. 

89 We entertain ftr&ngers at oiir board 
whenever we are able; but we* hurl de- 
ftruftion dtt thofe who approach us ho* 
ftilely. 

90 We.are the*tribe Mbo drink water from 

**trte cleareft brooks : whilft other* clans are 
« * • 
forced to drink^it foul %nd muddy., 

'91 Go, aik tlie fobs of t amaji and of 

tfhMuri how they have found us* in the 

• • • 

conflict !• 

92 Behiqd us come ourvlovely, our charm¬ 
ing, 4amfel*s, whom ’guard. fo»vigilant-» 
vol. vur. 
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ly, that they cannot be made captive, or 
even treated with difrefpe&; 

93 Fair maidens descended from josham, 
the fon of beck, who eomprife every 
fpecies of beauty, both in the opinion of 
men and'in truth: 

94 They have exacted a pronrife from, then 
hufbands, that, when they engaged with 
the hoftile legions, diftinguifhed by marks 
of valour, 

95 i They would bring back, as fpoils, coats 

of mail and cimeters, and captives ku 
chained in pairs. 

06 * Thou mayft behold us tallying forth 

• into i the OT>en plain, whilft every other 
tribe feeks auxiliaries through fear of our 
pro.vefs. 

97 When our damfels are cn foot, they 
walk with graceful potions, and wave 
their bodies like thofe of libertines heated 
with wine. 

98 They feed., with their r fair hands our 
courfers of noble birtn, ^nd fay to us, 
“ \ ou are no hufbands of ours, uhk r ° you 
‘kproteft us from the foe.” . . 

99 Yes; if Wfc.defendjiot them, we retain 
no pgfleflione tyf value after their lofs, jpor 

„dc .we think even life defirable: 
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too But nothing can afford our fweet maids 
fo pure a prote&ion as the ftrokes of our 
fabres, which make mens’ arms fly off like 
the claihfng wands ofplayful, boys. 

lot * We feem,. whfeT^our drawn cimeters 
are 'difplayed, to profe^t. all mankind, as 
fathers.protedfc their children. 

102 V Our heroes roll the heads of their 

• • • . 

enemies, as the ftfong well-made youths 
roll their balls in the fmooth vale. 

* • • m- 

103 This world is ours^ and all that ap¬ 
pears o». the face of it; and when we do 
attack, Afce attack with Irrefiftible force. 

^04* When a tyrant opprefles and infults 
nation, we difdain to < djgrade^oujfelvaj by 
fubmitting to his will.- 

105 We have been called injurious, al¬ 
though we have 'injured no man; but, if 
they perfifW-jn oalumniating us, we will 
fhow the veljemenqe of our anger. 

lot 5 As foon as a child of phr tribe is 
weaned* from his mother’ the loftieft chiefs, 
of other clans bentf the knee, and pay hi pi 
^bamage. 

107 W*‘force our Enemies to tafta^the ua- 
mixed draught of death j* and heavy is the 
overthrow of our advjfr&ries in*J>attlc. 
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108 We fil ( t the earth with out* tents* until 
it becomes too narrow ,to * contain .them; 
and cover the furfkce of the ocean with 

t * 

our (hips. 
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WHEN amru had finished his extravagant pc.ie* 
gyrick on the tribe of tagi.eb, and had receiv¬ 
ed the loud applause of his own party, hareth 
arose; and pronounced the following poem, or 
speech in verse, which he delivered, according 
to some authors, Avithout any meditation, but 
which, as others assert Avith greater appearanr j 
of probability, he had prepared and gotten by 
heart. 

Although, if Ave be’ieve asmai, the poet Avas con¬ 
siderably above a hundred years old at this 
time, ye f he is said to have poured forth his 
couplets with such boiling ardour, that, with¬ 
out perceiving it, he cUi his hand with the string 
of his bail), on which, after die manner of the 
Arabian orators, he leaned, while ht was speaking. 

Whatever Avas his age, the wisdom and art of his. 
composition are finely contrasted with the 
youthful imprudence of his adversary, who 
must ha. ; exasperated the king, inrtr'd of 
conciliating his good ivill, and seems even to 
have menaced thelve-y mar, from Avhom he was 
asking a favoursV j judgement, hareth, on 
the contrary, begins Avith complimenting flic. 
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queen, whose name was aiomAj and who heard 
him .behind the § tapistry: he appears also to 
have introduced another of his favourites, 
hinda, merely because that was the jlame of 
the king’s mother; wnd celebrates the mo¬ 
narch hynself as a mbdel of^justice, valour, and 
j^agnanjitfity. The description* of his camel, 
Vi'ieftfoe iflterweaves*'according to custom, is 
very short; and, he opens the defence of his 
tribe with coolness and%moderation; *but as he 
proceeds, his indignation seems to be kindled, 
and the rest of his harangue consists of "Sharp 
expostulations,*and bitter sarcasms, not with¬ 
out m uch sound reasoning, and a number of 
allusions to facte, which cannot but be imper- 
d’eclly known to us, though they must have 
been fresh in the memory of.his hearers. *l'he 
general scope of his argument is, that no Blame 
was justly imputable to the sons o£ becr for 
the many calamities whigh the taguebites had 
endured, and winch had been principally occa¬ 
sioned by .their \>wn supineness and indiscre¬ 
tion. # TJif* oration, of poem,, oj whatever it 
nl'ay be denominated, had its full gffect on the 
mincTof tli^ royal umpire,* who decided* the 
cause in favou»*of tljf BEcnrps, and lost Ifis 
li fc r ^Q r a decision apparentl$~-j'u 3 , l ".He must 
\ave remarked the fiery spirit of thf _poet amru 
from th*e style of # his eloquence, as cJsar fir?t 
discovered the isopetuowfomhemence of bro- 
tus’s temperfrom his speech, delivAed at Nice, 



S 4 


in favour of king Deiotarus; but neither the 
Arabian nor the Roman tyrant were sufficiently 
on their guard against *men, whom they had 
irritated even to fury. 1 • 

This poem is compos£eW.n light verse, or mefitre of 
the eleventh class, consisting of epitrites, ionick 
feet, and pceons, Variously intermixed, as 
form : 

“ Amaiylli, | dulci lyra | modulare • 

“ Molle carmen | sub %rbore J fusa sacra.” 

• 

Sometimes a molossvs ends the distich, as, 

*■ 

“ Dulce carmen*[ sub arbo^ | t'usa saCra 

“ Modulare, | dum sylvulae | respondent.-” 

The close of' a coujii^t in this measure has often 
the cadence of a Latin or Greek hexameter: 
thus, v. 20. 

Tis-hdli khailin khilald dbdea^rogdo. 

That is, literally, ■ 

«* 

Hninitus modulautur equi, JremMsqm cameli. 
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P-O E.IV> 

OF 

H A K'E T H. 


• • 

1 DXiXH fair asoma* give us notice of 

Jaer departure ? Oh, why are fojourners fo 
.frequently weary of their fojourning! 

2 She is refolded to deparj; after our mutual 
vows among the faijdyhillocks of sham- 
ma, and in the nearer ftation o£khalsaj 

3 Vow r, tempted in moiiayat, sifah, 
and AGLAi r ,in phu fitak, adhib and 
WAFA,, 

4 l r ows, renewed in the bowery t>f katha, 
anh .the* ^ales of shoreib, in the Twd 
Valleys, and m thfif plains of ayla. 

5 **4 fee no remains of the trotii which fhe 
plighted’in thofe ftatiofcs j’and'l wafte th^ 
day in tears, ^irantie^vith grief: but oh ! 
what part, of my ha^nefs wijl tears rc- 
ftore*? 
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6 Yet, O ^jareth, a new paffion invites 
thee ; for hind a is before thy eyes, and 
the fire, which fhe kindles at night in the 
hills, will direct thee to her ihode: 

7 She kindles it'Vith abundance of wood 
between the hilly ftations of akeik and, 
sii akbsein, and it'’blazes like the STci- 
dour of the fun. 

8 I have been contemplating her fire from 

a diftance on the hill, whence our excur- 
fions are made; but oh! the fcorching 
heat, and the * calamities of w?r, prevent 
me from approaching her» - 

y But I feek afliftance in difpelling my 
.care, when the fojourncr of the tent haf- 
tily leaves his* abode through fear of fame 
impending calamity, 

jo On a camel fwift as an oflrich, the mo- 
thef of many young .ones,,; the long-ncck- 
ed inhabitant of the defert, 

11 Who hears a foft found, and dreads the 
approach of the hunter, injthe afternoon., 
juft before the dufk of evening: 

12 Thfc’v may ft thou fee behind he%-%om 
the auick motiejn of her legs, and the force 
with which fhd N f tikes the earth, a cloud 
of duft thin as$.i e goffamer: 

And the traces of her hoofs, which are 
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fuch as to be foon effaceq by the winds 
blowing o*er,the fandy plain. 

With her I dil] 5 ort njyfelf in the fultry 
noon, tvhilft every fon of valour *is like a 
blind camel devQted lo'death. 

J5 Yet* misfortunes anfl .evil tidings have 
5^igh». on .vie affairs, which give us af- 

fUctJbn and anguilh; 

• • 

16 For our brethreh, the family of ara- 
kem, the dragon-eyed, have trjyifg^efled 
the bounds, of juftice againli uS, and have 

been" 7 ^tement in their invectives: 

• * • • 

17 They have confounded the blamelefs 
among us with the guilty, and the moft 
perfect innocence has not efcaped Hheir 
cenfure. 

18 They have infilled, that all, • who pitch 
their tcnts fmv t tu^dgTert, are our affociates, 
and th^t we are involved in their offences. 

19 Thjfjt aflembled* their forces at night, 
and, as foon as* the dawn appeared, there 
was nothing heard among them tftit \ 
tumultuous «noife, 

* n T” W 

?Om "Of thofe who called; andj thofe who 
anfwesed; the neighing*of norfes, an$,» 
among the reft, thVipwing of camels. 

O thou, v?ho ‘^dornelt J?ijy flowqy 
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fpeeches cAiceming us before amru, can 
this falfehood be long undetected ? • 

22 Imagine not that thy inftigation will 
animate him againft us, or humiliate us; 
fince long before thee our enemies have 
openly cakimmated us, 

23 Yet we continued advancing cVTfc! ^es 
in defiance of their hate, with laudable felf- 
fufficiency and exdlted reputation. * 

24 Before this day the eyes of nations have 
been dazzled ,by our glory, and have been 
moved by envious indignation "and obfti * 
nate refentment. 

25 Fortune feemed to raife for us a dark 
tock-, with a pointed fummit, difpelling 
the clouds, 

26 Thick and firm, fecured from calamity, 
not to be weakened by ariy difaftcr how¬ 
ever grievous and violent. 

27 * Intrull to our wiljdom ever/ moment¬ 
ous affair, from which you defire to be 
extricated, and by which the affefnblies of 
chiefs rnade unhappy. 

*Y *" . , am f 1 

28 * If ..you, inquire concerning our wfrs 
between milaha and dhaki^, you will 
find on their plains many an unavenged, 
?uid many an ave'riged, corfe': 
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29 * Or, if you examine} diligently the 
qneftions,' iz\ which all tribes are deeply 
interefted, you will fee th& difference be- 
tween your offences And our innocence: 

30 * But if you. decline (bis fair difcuffion , 
■tore ihgll turn from ydu, with rfifentment, 
Wcealing hatred* in our *bofoms as the 

moqp is concealed in the clofed eye-lids. 

• • • 0 

31 * Reject, if you^pleafe, the terms which 
we offer; but .of whom have you heard, 
that furpaffes us in glory ? 

v^2 * Top have perfedtly known us on the 

.days, wfleq\he warriours have affailed one 

• another with rapacious violence, when 

evfcry tribe has raifed a tumultuous dki; 

• • • • , 

33 * Whep we brought up our camels from 

the palm-groves of Bahrein,* and drove 
them by sspidjnarrfies, till we reached the 
plain of Hfc®A. ^ 

34 we* advaneed againft the fons of 
tameim, and,’when the facred month re¬ 
quired a* ceffation of our war, we carried^ 
away the daughtgis of their tribe for dur 

-iandpiaids. 

35 1 n•bppofition to us\ neither could tb<> 
valiant manjfceep )His ground on the level 
field, nor did .precipitate flight avail the 
faint-hearted. 
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t • *• 

36 No; th^ coward, who ran haftily from' 
the plain, was not faved b) the fummit of 
rocks or the roughnefs of craggy paths. 

1. * ■, 

37 By thefe exertions wc Maintained our 
pre-eminence over the tribes, until mon- 
dir, fon^qf the beautiful maiSema, ob¬ 
tained the dominion: 

38 He was a prince, who bore mtnefs to 
our' valour on the day of hayarain, 
when the calamity of^ war was, in truth, a 
calamity : 

39 A prince, who fubjedted natluus ; whofe 
equal in magnanimity could not be 
among them. 

40 * De(ift then from vaunting and tirom ho- 

itility: you have, indeed, pretended ig¬ 
norance of our claims, but from that pre¬ 
tended ignorance will proceed your wo. 

41 Remember well the- oaths taken in 
dho’imejaaz, the covenant,?. and vows 
of amity, which were made there of old. 

42 Beware of injuftice and., violence; nor 
let your intemperate paflions impel you to 
violate youf contracts written on taMfcis.. 

43 Know, that we and you, on the day 
when we made, our treaty, were equally 
bound.,by our fefpe&ive engagements. 

Are we refponlible for the crimes of 
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CANDA? Shall their conquering chief have 
{he fpoilS, ^nd (hall reprifals be made upon 
us ? 

45 Are we refponfiBlp for the exceffes of 
*hane<fa, and for all the conflicts, which 
theMufty plain has fetn accumulated ? 

46 w§ anlwer for the offences* of the 
foils of ateik ? Ho : whoever has broken 
his covenant, w6 are innocent of their 
war. 

47 Doth the guilt of lBAAD*hang.on our 
lieatLj as the burden is.fufpended on the 

. centre Of the camel’s girths ? 

48' Has the blame due to kodhaa fallen 
upon us?.or, rather,*are vws jiot # fecure 
from a Angle drop of their faults ? 

49 Arc we refponfible for the crimes of 

iyaad, -sse., if.. waS faid to the tribe of 

• • 

thasm, Your brethren are rebels?” 

50 r Qhefe, who raffed the ,di$enfion, belong 
not to us, neither kais, not Iondal, nor 

II ADD Ah 

iji Vain pretextsrT Unjuffafpej’fions! Tsbat 

jhould fuffer for others, {as* the roe is 

faorificed in the Jilace of the iiteep ! 

• ' • 

52 Fourfcore.* war-rioursl indeed, advanced 

from T*AMEIM, and their Stands carsied 

• • 

lances, whofe point? were Fate^-- 
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Yet, th^y profaned not the hallowed 
places of the fons of ri^aah on tl\e hills 
of nit A a, when they called on them for 
merpy: 

They left* them, however* •wounded on 
the plain, .and returned with captive herds 
and flocks To numerous,, that tfye drj^rs of. 
them were deafened with their cries. 


• • 

The vanquifhed tribe came afterwards 
to implore reftitution, but not a Angle 
TTeart, .either black or of a bright hue, was 
reflored to thdm: 

a 


56 So they retired \&ith keart-breakWtg-i 

flidtions, nor could any ftream of water 

quench their ardent rage: 

* ' * * • *« 

57 After this, a troop of horfemen, led by 

the impetuous ghallaak, aflailed them 
without remorfe or pity 

1 

58 full many a fon «of tagleb has been 
fmitten, whofe blood has flowgi^ unreveng¬ 
ed, while the black du'ft covered his corfe. 

• ^ 

’ Are your cares comparable to*thofe of 

our tribe, .when WondIr waged war 
againft.tfeeni - ? Are we, like you, -become 
fubjs&'to the fon of hind a ?'« . 

60 When he ‘fixeik his abode in the lofty 
turretvpf maisuna, and fqjourned in the 
, nearer ftation of., kbaltha, 
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61 ' From every tribe theref flecked around 
hjm a cofnppny of robbers, impetuous as 
eagles: 

62 He 4 ed them on/,and fupplied them 
with dates and .with wat£r: fb the will of 
god* was accomplifhed, .and afflldied men 

ti^omed to affljctittn. 

• • 

63 Tfien you invited them to attack you by 
your want of circufnfpedtion, an 3 the vain 
fecurity of your .intemperate joy impelled 
them to be hoftile. 

64. Tli<_y # furprifed you net, indeed, by a 
fudden aflaylT ; but they advancedand the 
fulfry vapour of noon, through which you 
Jaw? them, inpreafed their, magnjfude. 

e • * " < 

65 O thou inveterate and glozing calumni¬ 
ator, who inveigheft againft us before king 
amru, wilJL.there* be no end of thy unjuft 

invectives ? « 

■ 

66 Between amru ^and us. many a£ts of 
amity have pafled, and from 4II of them, 

no* doubt,, has benefit arilen. 

• r * 

67 He i§ a Juft prmce, and the molt ao- 
Cbmplifhed that walks the eartfi: -all praife 
is below’his merit! 

68 *A prince dpjfcended frofrn irem ! A war- 
riour, like him, ought ever to be encircled 
with troops of geAii,*for he prof-dts -his 

* VOL. VIII.* D 
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domain,, ^nd refufes to punifh even his 
opponents: 

69 A monarch, who knows us by three in¬ 
fallible figns, b^ each of which our excel¬ 
lence is decided: * 

70 The firfidf the confpicuous token of our 
Valour, when all Arabia come ^%th -n* 
the rocky vales,' each tribe of Maad 
und&r their bannei, 

71 And affembled, in complete armour, 
round the warlike kais, that valiant prince 
of YEMENt who flood firm *~.id brilliant 
like a white cliff. 

72 Then came a legion of high-born youths, 
'•whom nothing could reftrain but our long 

and glittering fpears; 

73 But we repelled them with ftrokes, which 

made their blood' their fides , as 

the water dreams from the mouth of a 
bottle which contains it. . 

74 W 4 drove them for refuge to the craggy 
’hiils of thahlaan ; we thruftthem be¬ 
fore us, till the mufcles of their thighs 
were breeched in gore. 

75 \$*H**Wh thjSm a deed, the name of 
whicft’GOD only knows,; and no Revenge 
could/be taken for the blood of men who. 

' • » c t 

. fought, their own Site. 
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76 Next advanced hojar,/ fon of ommi 
k th A a si, jvith an army of Persians, 
c .id in difcoloured* brafs, 

77 A lion in the conflict, of a ruddy hue, 

• rampling on his.prey; but a vernal feafon 
of beftejicence in every biy-sen year: 

76 ine fjfiete 'them on the foreheads 

with*the edges of our cimeters, # which qui¬ 
re-red in their flefh like buckets drawn from 
a deep well gncijoled with ftone. 

7 . Secondly , we broke the chaiifs of «AM- 

RiOLiCsis, after his long imprifonment 
jjrd anguffh* 

8a We forcibly revenged the death of 
mondir on <he king,of* gaaN.^ that 
his blood might not flow in-vain. . 

81 We redeemed our captives -flrith nine 
kings of illsiftriovs race, whofe fpoils were 
exceedipgly^>reci(?us. 

82 \yith' the horfes,*with the.dark horfes, 
of the fops of ads came whole* fquadrons, 
fiercd as eaglej with crpoked beaks;: 

83 We foarce had faffed through .the cloud 
of duff,* when they turned their backs; and 
then hoto dreadfully blazed the firts, of our 
vengeance! 

84 L.ajily y we gave birth to ajvTru the foiT 
of omm avaas, far npt .long’ato were 

DS 
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the bridal jjgifts prefented to us as kinf~ 
men: 

85 May obr faithful admonition reach all 
our‘kindred tribes, extended'as wide as our 
confanguinity, in plains beyond plains! 
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i 

kifa nebci min dhicrai hhabeiBin' wamenzili 
bifikth'i dlliwai baina aldahhtili fahhaumeli 

a 

fatudh'ihha falrojtkrahi lam yafo rcfinoha 
limd nafijat-ha min jenubin' wafhemail 

- 3 

wokufan' blha /ahhbei stlayyi mathiyyahom 
yekuluna la -tahlic dfyan' watehhammali 

4 

wa'inna fhifdyi abrah'on' moharakab'on’ 
fahal inda refinin'* d&rifin' ihin moawwali 

5 

cadabica min omni alhhowafritlii kablaha 
wajdratiha ommi alrababi bimafali 

6 

xdha kdnfata tadh'awwad almifco minhomd . 
nafeima al feba jaat birayyd dlkaranfoU 
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7 

fafadh’at domu6 alaini minnex s'ababahan' - 
alai alnabhri hhattai balla demaei mihhmeli 

• .8 

ala rubba yaumin' lec.a minbonna salabhin' 

wela fiyyama yaumon' bidarati juljuli 

* 

9 

wayauma akarto liladharai mathxyyatei 
faya ajaba min curiha almotahhammali 

10 

fadh'alla aladhdrai yertamema bilahhmiha 
waihahhmin' cahodabi altiimehfi almofettali 

11 

waya'umg dakhalta alkhidra khidra onaizah in' 
fakalat leca alwaxlato inriaca murjali 

12 

tekulo wakad mala alg&eito bina maaan' 
akarta baexrei ya amri alkaxTi faszsli 

fakolto leha ‘fei'rex waarkhei zimamaho 
• « 

v^ala tobidei'nei an jenaci almoallali 
famithlici hhoblai kad tharakto wamurdh'iin' 

1 ” .» u 

faalhaitoha 5n dhpx temSyiraa. mohhwili 

;*s 

idha ma becai min kh^bba ins'araft leho 
bilhilddn’*,watahEtel' fhikkoha lam yohhawwali 
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16 

wayaAman' Alai dh'ahri aloMthefbi taadhdharat 
alayyi waalat hhilfah'an’ l^m.tohWlali 

17 

afath 1'ma,mahlan bddh'a hadhd altedaljali 
wam.conti’kad azmltj.s'ornxael jfajmili 

wain teco kad faacci minhex khalellcah'on 
• fafollef thiyabex min thiydbici tenfali 

I9 ‘ 

agarraci minnex anna hhubBatji katilex 
.wainnaci mab.ma«tamerx ilk&lba yafali 

ao 

wama cfharafat ayiaci ilia litadh'ribej 
bifahmai'ci fex aa’fhari kalbin' mokattali 

21 

wabaxdhah'o khidrin la ybramo khibdwohd 
temattato min lehwin'*biha ghaxra mojafi 

« 

22 

tejawazto ah^irafan' xlaiha wama£hecan' 
alayyi hHiras&i' ^.u yofirr£na maktalej 

z 3 

ldha mi allhurayya fei alfema taarradh 
taarradha afhnai alwilhahhi almofassali 

; H 

fajelto wakad nadh dh'at Kaaumiiy tniydbaha 
ledai aliitri 1114 libfati almot^dh'ali 
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25 

fakalat yemalna dllahi ma leca hhellah'on' 
wamd ih aral anca algawayaha tanjaldi 

• 26 

fakomto biha amfheji tajorro waraana » 

Slal athrainS ddhyala mkjthln morajjali 

falemmd ajazna fahhah'a alhayyi wantahhel 
bina bath no khabtin dbel kifafin' akankali 

28 

has'arto bifaudax jrafiha fatamayalat 

alayyi hadh'elma alcafh-hhi ra/yd 4 lmokhalkhali 

29 

mohafhafaljon' baldh'ao gbalro mofadh ah'in 
teraelboha maskulahou' calfajanjali 

3° 

cabicri almokanahl alb^yadh'i big'ofrah'm' 
gadhaha nemelro almai galra m-ohhallali 

3* 

tas'uddo watobdel an afellin' watetakel 
binddhirah'in min \gabhihi vy,ejrkha motb'fili 

3* 

wajeldin cajeldi alrelmi lalfa bifahhilnin' 

Idha helr/nassat-ho well bimoath'th'aii 

-33 , 

wafarin' yazelno alimtna afwada fahhimin 

atbextb in'’ cakiawi ^InaJchlah'i almptaathcili 

• 0 u 
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34 

gadiyiroha moftalhzirah'on' flai alolai 
tadh illo alikas'o fei mcthappyan* wamurfali 

35 

wacafh-hhin lathelfifi caljadeili mokhas's'arin* 
wafa^ip' caanbubi alfakiyyi ahflgdhallali 

, 56 

wafodh'-hhef fate* to alipifci fauka firafhiha 
nauumo aldh ohhai lam tantathik an tafadh'dh'oli 

37* 

watathu birakhsin' gam fhathnin' cai'nnafio 
afarei'o dh'abyin'.au mefaweico is-hhili 

3 s 

tadh'iyo aldh'elama bialiihai ca’i'nnaha 

menarah'o momlai rahibin motaba\tili* 

• 

39 

ilal mithlilia yernu alhhaleimo s ababah'aiv 
ldha ma afbacarrat bjina dirin' wamijwali 

40 

tafallat'amayato alrija.ll An als’ibai 
walaifa fawadei An hawari b'imunfali 

4* 

ila rubba khas’min' fefci alwai ^radadtoho 
nas'exhhin'*Alai tadhali’hl gairi mutali * 

4. 2 

walailin' camauji albahfrri larkhaf fodulaho 
alayyi bianyrai alhomumi liyabtalei 
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43 , ; , 

fakolto leho lemma tamath'th ai bisolbihi 

waardafa aajazan' wai\aa bicalcali 

«• 

. 1 44 

dla ayyoha allailo althiweflb ala anjalel 
bis'obhhin' wam#/alas'bahho minca blamrhali 

45 

faya leca min lai'lin' carnna nojumaho 
biamrafin' cittanin' ilaI sommi-jandali 

. . 46 

wakad agtadei walthairo fei wocanitiha 
bimonjirdin kaida alawabsdi ha(cali, 

47 

micarrjn' mifarrin' mokbilin' modbirin' maaan 
, * 

cajolmudi s akhrin' hhath th'aho alfailo min ali 

48 

comaitin' yazillo allibdo an hhadhi matnihi 
cama zallati als'afwao bialmotanaz.ziji 

49 , 

Slai aldhabli jayyaflhin' cai'nna ahtizamoho 
l'dha jafhafeihi hhamyoho galyo mirjali- 

5° 

mifahhin' idha mi alfabihhato alai alwanai 
atharna algibaran bialcadeidi almoraccali. 

51 

yezillo ilgolamo alkhiffd |n s'ahawatihi - 
wayolwei biathwabi alaneifi almothakkali 
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5 * 

dercirin' cakhadhrufi alwaleidi amarraho 
tetaboo caffaihi bikhaithm' mowass'aJI 

53 

leho ayth'ala dhabyin' wafaka noamahln' 
wairkhao firhhanin' watakrcibo •tutfafi 

54 

dh’aleiin' idha aftadbartaho ladda fajrjaho 
bidh afih fowalka alardKi laffa biaazali 

55. . 

ca'i'nna ferataho’ledal albaiti.kayiman‘ 
medaca arufm au s alayata Jihandh 'ali 

5 6 

ca'i nna«dimao alhadiyati binahhrihi 
os arah'o hhinnann bifliaibin morajfali* 

57 # 

faanna lena firbo'n cainpa niadjaho 
adharaT duwarin' fei melain' modhayyali 

. 5 8 # 

faadbarna caljazi almofas s'ali bainahi 
bijefdin'.miarpmm fei alafbeirah'i makhwaJi 

, 59 

faalhhakaoa bialhadiyati wadunaho 
jawahhirohi fei s'arrak’in' femnazayyadi 

6 o 

faaidai idaan* ba'ma thurin' wan&jajin' 
diracan' walam yondh'ahhTbimain fayogfali 



m 


AMRI0LKA1SI 


6 1 

fadh'alla thohato dllahhmi min baini mundhijin' 
dh'afeifi {hiwain' du kadelrin' moajjali 

62 

waruhhoa yecddo altharfo yaks'oro dunaho 
metal ma tarakfea?. alaino feihi tafahrhali 

63 , 

fabata alaih ; ferjoho walijamqho 
wabata biainai kayiman gairo murfali 

.64 

as aKna terai barkajti' orexca wameidhaho 
calami alyadeini fet hhabbiyyin' mocallali 

65 

yodh'iyya fenaho au mes'abeihho rahibi^' 
abana, alfeldtha bialdhobali almafattali 

a 

66 

kaadto Ieho ■was'ohhbate'i .ba'ina dh'arijin' 
wabaina. dladhaibi boda md motaammali 

67 

dial katharun' biallhaimi aymena s'aubihi 
waiyferoho Mai allitari fayadhbuli' 

68 

faadh'-hhai yafohbo almao hhaula cotaifih in 
yacabbo dial aladhkdni dauhha alcauahbuli 

, 69 ' , 

Wamarra alai alkanani min nefayanihi 
faanza la mipho alos ma min culli menzili 
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7 ° 

wataimaa lam yatnoc bihd jidha nakhlahin* 
wela ojoman ilia mafheidan' bijendali 

7* . 

cai'nna thebeltan' fei arariteini wablihx 
cabeiro ondfin' fei bijddi mdzaimmali 

79 

caxnna dhurai rafo almojaxmiri godwafy'an’ 
mina alfaili wdlgoththai filcaho migzali 

73 

waalkai bisahhrai algibaithi baaaaho 
nozula alvemanei dhei ^liyalji almohhammali 

74 

cai'nna mecaciyya aljiwai godayyahan 
sobihhna folafan* min r^hbbiki mofttfafl 

75 

cai'nna alfiljaa feihi gharkai afhiyyah'an’ 
biarjayihi dlkis’wai an^beifho ons'oli 



K A L A 

TftAftAFAli Oft 

ALBECRIYYO. 

1 

lifchadlah a athlalon' biborkah'a thahmedi 
teluhho cabakei alwcihmi fcx dhahiri alyedi 

2 

wokufan' biha s'ahhbei alayyi math'iyyihom 
yekulina 14 tahlic afyan' watejalledi 

3 

cajfnna hhoduja almaleciyyah’i gudwah'an' 
khaldya fefeinm bialnawds^fi, min dedi 

4 

adhuliyah'in' au min fefemi ibni yaminin' 

yejuro biha 4 Imell 4 hho th ufdn’ wayahtedi 
* 

5 

yafhokka hhababa 41 m 4 'i hhaizumohd biha 
cama kafarha altorba almofawilo bialycdi 

6 

wafei dlhhayyx 4 hhwa£ yanfodho almerda 
fhadinon' 

jnedh* ahiro ftmth'ai luluYn' wazabarjedi 
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7 

khadhtilin' toraei Yebreban' bikhamexlahln' 
tonawilo ath'rafa albereiri ^tertedi 

8 

watabfimo An almai iaxnna monawwerdn 

* • 

takhajli^a bharra alremli dis'oh* leho nedi 

9 

fakat-ho iydh'o alfhemfi alia Iothatihl 
* ' • 

afiffa waiam tacadmi alaihi biathmedi 

10 

wawejhin' cai’nna dHhemfa Miallat ridaahd 
alaihi nikei dHauiy lam* yatakhaddedi 

11 

wai'nnef* leamdh'e.i alhomma inda dhhtidharihi 
biaiijai mirkalin' ‘teruhho.watagtedi 

it 

dmunin' calwdhbi dlaranj’nefatoha 
Alai lahhibin' cai’ nnaho dh'ahra borjedi 

*3 

tobarei ltukan' najiydtin' wadtbaat 
wadh'clfdn' wadhJeifdn' fax^ka maurin' moabbedi 

*4 

terdbbaita dlkoffami biil/huli tertaei 
hhadayika nfaulei dlafirrahi aghyedi 

*5 

terelo i'la£ s'uti’dlmohe^bi tv^tetakci 
bidnei khos'alin ruaata atlaJ^mulbedi 
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THARAFAHOft 


(6 

cai hna jondhhai madhrajiyyx tecanafu 
khafafeihi fhuccd fex alaiexbi bimafredi 

*7 

fath'urdn' bihi khalfa dlzemeili wataratan* 

• % 

a lax khafhafin' cdLfhinna zawin mojaddedi 

x8 

lehd fakhadani acmola alnahhdh'o fexhoma 
ca'i nnaboma baba meneifin momarredl 

- 19 

wathdyyi mehhalin’ calhhoniyyi khalufoho 
waajronahin lozzat biday in monadhdhedi 

20 

cai'nna cindfai dh'alah in' yacnofanihd 
wadthra kiiliyydn' tahht? s'olbin' mowayyedi 

ai 

lehd mirfakani aftillani c£nnama 
temorro bifelmal ddlijin' motafliaddedi 

cakanth'arih'a dlrumiyyi dkfama rabbohd 
leto&anafa hhattai toihdda bikermedi 

23 

s'ohdbiyyah'i alathnuna mujedaho dikeraf 
baeIdaho wakhdi dlrijli mawwarah o dlyedi 

24 

omirrat yed&hd fatlo fhezrin' wadjnihhat 
lehd adh'oddhd fex fakeifin' moCmnedi 
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25 

jenuhhon' difnkon' andelon' thomma ofrigat 
leha citafaha fei maaaliyo.mcs'aaadi 

*6 • 

cai'nna ojubi alnisi fei daayatihd 
mawdrida fhin khalkaj.fei dh'abiri kerdedi 

47 

tolakei waahhyandn' tebeino cai'nnahl 
benayiko gorrin' fei kameifin mokaddedi 

, . jK 

waatlao nehadh'on' idha s'aaclat bihi 
cafucani busivyia' bidejlah'a* mos'idi 

29 

wajumjtimah'in' ciitbla alalahii cai'njiama . 
waaai almoltakei minim ilaf jarfi mabredi 

• 3 ° 

wakhaddon' cakirth'afi al,fhamiyyi wamifhfarin' 
cafebti alyeminei kaddoho lam yojaddecli 

3 r 

■waainani calpiaawwitaini aftacannztta 
bicahfel hhijajin'^'akhrah'yi' kalti mauridi 

32 

th'ahhuranb awari alkadhai fat^rahoma 

camachhulatai madhuurah in' omma feskedi 

• • 

33 

wasadikata famaa alta^vajjifb lilforai 
lihajfin' khaffiyyin' au lisautipt mon|4dedi 

vcJL. vm. S 
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THAR AF Aft ON 


34 

inowallalatani tarifo alitka feihoma 
cafamiatai fhafxin .bilj.haumeli mofredi 

. .35 ' 

waarwao nebbadli in' abha'dhdhon’ molemlemorf 
camirdnti s'akly:fn' fex s’afeihhin' mcfc'anjiiiedi 

wain fheka'famai wafith a aleuri rafolia 
* • 

waaanat bidh'abaiha nejaa alkliafai'dedi 


wain fheita lam tofkil wain fhci'to arkalat 
makhafah'a melwiyyin'mina slkaddi mohlis'edi. 


3 * 


waa&amon' makhrutin' mina glanii mafinon' 

f * * * * » r 

ateikon' metal torjam jbkni alardli'o tazdedi 


39 


alai mithliha amdhax kill'd kala sahl^ibcx 
• • 

ala laitinex afdeica minh4 waaftedex 


0 • 

wajafbat x'hijhi alnaffo khaufan' waklialaho 

mo^aban' walau amfai alal gairi mcrs'edi 

4* 

ldha alkaumi kalua men fatyan' khilto innanei 
Onexto falam acfel walaxli atabelledx* 

42 

atahalto alafii4 bialkq.tH.eiyfaajdha'mat t 
wakad khabba alo /laittazi almotawakkedi 
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43 

fadhalat cama dhalat waleldali'o mejlifin' 
tore! rabboha adhyala fahhlin' anomaddedi 

44 . 

walefto bihhellali dJtildi mekhdfah'an' 
waleciif metal yeftcrfidi dlk^usno arFedi 

. 45 

xvain tabignel fel hhalkahi dlkauijii.telkanel 
wain •tcktanis nci fci attihawanelti tes'th'edi 

A 6 

metal tatinel us'bihhca cabjn' rawiyyah ail 
wain contq, anha gdniydn'.fdgna wdzdedi 

47 

wain jraJtika alhhayyo aljamelo tolakinel 
Hal dhirwah'i yilbalti alrafcu dlms^arAmcdi 

4 8 

neddmdel beldh'on' pdlnojtimi wakalnah'on 
teruhho alalnd balna hordin' wamojfedi 

49 

rahhabon^kith'abo dljalbi mihliS. rpkcikoho 
bijaffi dlneddmd badhdh ah'o dlmotajarredi 

. So 

Idhd nahhno kulna afmaelnd anbarat lend 
ala 1 raflihd math'ruk%han'*lam toih^ddedi 

5 ** 52 * 

wamd zdla tifhrabel dlkhomura wjdadhdhatef 
wabalel walnfdkel fji'^rejfel wamyltedei 


£ z 
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THARAFAHON 


53 

ilai an tehhamatnei ilafhelrah'o culloha 
waofridto ifrada Albaeiri almoabbedi 

54 

rayato benei gabraa la yencirunanei 
wala ahli hadhacs. alth irafi almomaddedi 

55 

ala dyyohodha allayimei alihdh'ora alwagai 
waan afh-hadi dlladhdhati hal anta mukhledi 

56 

fain conta la tefth'eia dafa meniyyatei 
fadanei obadirho bima melecat yedi 

57 

falaula thelathon' honna min eifhah'i dlfatai 
wajaddma lam ahhfal metai kamr. owwadex 

5 8 

faminhonna febkci alaadhilato biihurbeh'in' 
eomeitin'-metai ma taglo bialmai tezbedi 

59 

wacarrei idha nddei almodh'afo mohhanmbdn' 

1 

cafeidi algadh'a nebbahtoho almotawarredi 

60 

wataks'eiri yauma aldojni waldojno m/yibon* 
bibehnecah'in' tahlita alth'irafi almoainmedi 

61 

caanna albora'na wdldemaleija ollikat 

ilai oihorin' au khirwainlam yokliadh'dh'edi 
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6 2 

fadher’nel arawwei Mnjetel fei hhayatiha 
mekhafah'a fhirbin' fei alhhayah i mos'arredi 

63 . 

care! mon'. yorawwei naffaho fei hhay&tihi 
fetal am® ln*mutna jgackin' ayyoni als'adel 

64 

arai kabra nehhamin' bekhellin bimalilii 
cakabri gawiyyin' fei 41 bithalehi muffedi 

65 

terai jathwatalni min turabin" alaihoma 
s'efayihho s'ommib min Vafeifihln monadhdh'edi 

66 

arai almaiita yatamo iilcirama Wayag'th'afe^ 
akellah'a miili alfahhiflii*almotafhaddedi 

6ral aldebra*can' 4 an' nakis an culla lallah'in' 
wama t ankos o. aiay y a in o waldchro yanfodi 

68 

Ieamroca Inna,almaiita ma akhth'a alfatai 
leca alth'i\frwal<3 aljnurkhal wathonyaho bialyedj 

<$9 

fama lei drabel w&bna ammi$l nj&lican' 

* • • 

metai adno nfinho yana ai\nel wayabbdi* 

70 

yelumo wama adrel ali^ii^ y^lumonel 
cam& lamanei fei ilhkayyi kehlit) abnp.aabedi 
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TliARAFAftON 


71 

waayafanei mip culli khairin' th'alabtoho 

c 

ca'i nna vradhanaho ilai remfi mu]hhedi 

72 

alai gairi dhcnbin' kultoho gaira l'nnanci 
nafhadto falam'agfal hhamulah'a mated* 

73 

wakarrabto bialkorbai wajaddlca innanei 
metal yeco amron lilnecelbahi afh-hedi 

' 74 . 

wa’i'n oda liljollaiacun min hhomatiha 
wa'in yatica aladdao bia!jehd\ ajbfcdi 

75 

wain yakdhifua bialkadhi irdh ica afkibom 
bicaft bbiyatlh'i almauti.kabla viltahaddodi 

76 

bila hhadathin' ahhdathtoho wacamohhdithin 
hijaei wakadhfel bialfhicah'i wkmuthredei 

77 

falau cany rhaulaya Imran' huwa galrobo 
lcfarraja carbel au leandh'aranei gadei 

•7. 8 

walecinni maulaya Imron' huwa khanikel 

alai alfhccri w41ti£ili au dna muftedi 
- • • 

79 

wadh'olfnp dhawe'i'. dlkorbai . dibdddo mad- 
h'adh'atan 

alai -dln^era min ‘\fcaki dlhhifami ■ dlmohennedi 
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80 

fadhernei wakhollcci Innanel leca fliaciron' 
walau hhalla baiti nayian' .inda cfh'argecR 

81 

falau fhaa rabbel conto kaifa ibna khylidin' 
walau fliaa'rabbei C011J9 amrtl llina merthedi 

82 

faolfexta dha malm catheirin' waaatlanei 

• • 

bcnuna drainin' fudahon limafawwedi 

. , 8 3 * 

ana alrajolo aldharbi alladhd tarlfunaho 
khalhalhon' darafi alhhayyahi almotawakkidi 

84 

faalaitotti yanfacco cafh-hhei.bethanah an.’ 
liadhbi rakeiki alfhafratajni mohennedi 

, 85 

hhifamon' id ha ma kiimta muntasiran' bihi 

• • 

cafai aluudo ljiinho iilbeda laifa bimadh edi 

86 - 

akhei thikah'in' la yantliinei an dh'areibah'in' 
idha keila maklan' kala hhajizoho kadei 

* 87 , 

Idha abtadcfra alkaumo alfalahha wajadtanei 
mendaan idha ballat bikayimahin ye'di. 

88 . 

waberco kojucfin' kadvathar^it mekhafatei 
nawadiyaha iunlhei biadh bi®' # mojarfedi 
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THARAFAlioj* 


89 

famarrat cohah'on' dh4to khalfin' jelalah an' 
akeilako fhaikhin' cAlwabeili yelendedi 

90 

yekulo wakad tarra &lwadh"eifi wafakaha 
dlefta terai an kad ateito bimauyidi < 

91 

wakala a 1 a ma dhd teruna bifharibin' 
Ihtieidin alai'nd nefyoho motadmmedi 

92 

fakaiua dheruho innama nefoha leho 
wallla tereddua kus iya alburci yezdedi 

93 

fadh"halla i'tlamao^ yemtelilna hhuwaraha 
wayafal alainA bialfadel.fi almofarhedi 

94 

fai n mutto fanieinei bima 4na ahloho 
walhakkel lilayyi aljaiba ya bneh'a mabedi 

95 

wali tajaleinei calmral laifa hammoho 
cihammel wala yognel ginayel wamafh-hedi 

96 

bathiyan' ani Aljollal fereiin 11 ai 41 khan a 
dhelellin' biajmai 4lrija.ll moleh-hedi 

97 -* - 

falau conto wagldn' fel 41rij41i ledh'arranel 
adawah'i dhei 414s'hn4bi ‘wdlmotawahhedi 
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98 

walacin nafai anAel alrijdla jerataei 
Alai'him, waikdamei was'idjcei wiftnahhtedi 

• 99 

liamrica ma amrei alayyi bigummah'in' 
nihaj:e| waia laflei alayyi bilertijedi 

100 

wayauma hhabafto aln^ffa mda aaririciha 
hhifadh an alai auratihi walteheddodi 

101 

alai mauth inin* yckhfhai alfetaf indaho alradaf 
metai tataric miqho alferayis'o taredi 

102 

waas'fam madh'buhhin' nedh'arto hhawaraho 
ala'i alnari waftdudatoko caffa mujmedi 

103 

fetobdei ltjca alayyamo ma conto jahilan' 
wayateica bitfljikhburi men lam tozawv/edi 



K ALA 


Z.QHAIRON 

• t 

almazeniyYo. 

1 

amin ommi aufei dimnah'on lam teccllami 
bihhaumanati alderraji falmotatheliami 

2 

diyaron' leha bialr;ikmateini cai'nnaha " 
meraj&io wa/hmin' fei nawafhiri mifami 

* ’ 3 

biha alelno walaramo yomfheina khilfah'an' 

‘ waith'labha yanhadh'na min culli, pejthami 

. . 4 

wakafto bifta#min badi ilhreina hhijahan 
falayan' arafto aldara^bada tawah-«homi 

5 

athafeia fofaan fci moarrafi morjilin'* 
wanuyaq' tajedhmi alhhaudh'i lam yatathallami 

6 

falemma Arztfto aldar^ koltp lirabifia , 
ala tiam s'ebahhao'^yycM alraba wdflami 
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7 

tebas's'er khaleflei hal terai min dh 'aayinin' 
tahhammalna bialolyai min fauki jorthami 

8 

■ 

jaalna alkjnana an yemeinm wahhazijaho 
wacatn iialkinani min t jnohhilllii wamohhrimi 

9 

waaalayia iinmalan’ italsjn' wacallaK'on' 

wirada dlhhawafhei launoha launo andami 

• 

io* 

dh ebcrna mina alfaubani tlfomma jazanaho 
• alax culli kaxr >vyin kalhelMn wamofami 

11 

wawaracna fei alfaubani yuluna m^tnajjfu 
alalhinna dulla^alnaimi ahnotanaimi 

12 

% 

ca'i nna fotato alihni fei. culli menzili 
nazalna bily Wiabbo txlfena lam yohhatfi'th'ami 

13 

bacarna becuran' waaftakherna bifbhhrahm’ 
fahonna wav^adei dlraffi ailyaddi lilfaijii 

14 

falemmii w^radna almaa zurk.a jomdmah'an 
•wadh'ana isiyya.alhhadji'iri almotakliayyimi 

- . , : 5 

wafeihmna molhiyaYi' HMath'exfi •wamendh'enor 
dneikon' lijuni aln&dhlri alpotawaffimi^ 



14# 


ZOHAIROtf 


16 

faaei faiyan' gaidh'o bno murrah’a badama 
tabazzala ma bama alaiheirah'i bialdemi 

*7 

faakfamto bialbaiti alladhi th'afa hhaulaho 
rijalon' benuho mm korai'fhin' wajorlianu 

18 

yamei'nan'Jiaama alfayyadani wajidtoma 
alai culli hhalin' min fahheilin wamobrami 

19 

tedare£ioma abfin' wadhobyana badama 
tefanua wadakkua bainahpm ith'ra minlhami 

20 

wakad kultoma an nodrica allalma wafiaan 
bundlin ' 1 wamurufin' mina.alkaulr neflami 

2 r 

faas'bahhtoma minha”aIoi kiiairi mauth inin' 
baeidama minha min 6 kukin' wamathami 

22 

adlicimama-fei alya maaddin' hodei'toma 
' wamin yaftabihh cerizin' mina almajdi yedh ami 

2 3 

waasbahha yolihdei fei'homo min tiiadicom 
maganimo fhattei inin lfalin' mozannami 

24 

toaffaf alcolumo biiilmaejni ^ads'bahnat 
yonajjimoha men laxik‘fe*hA bimojrimi 
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# 25 

yonajjimoha kaumon' likaumih' garamah'an 
walam yoharexkua bamahoro. ^ila'mihhjatni 

■26 

ala. abligi alahhlafa annex rifalah'an 
xvadhoby^na»hal akfamtomo cdli Jnokfami 

27 

fela teetomna allaha ma figf nofuficom* 

■ • 

byakhfai wamahma yo:iima allaho ydlami 

28 • 

vowakhkher fayudha fei citabin' fayoddokher 
liyaumi alhhifabin' au yaajjal fayonkami 

29 

vvama alhkarbo ilia ma alimtonj wadhoktojtnua 
wanva hua anha bialhhadeithi almorajjami 1 

30 

mataf tebathjiha tebathuha dhameimahan" 
watadh n idha adh'raitQjtnuha fatodh'rami * 

fatariccomo area alraliha bithifallha 
watolkilih cilliafiin' thomma tontij fatotvjmi 

32 , 

fatontij lecom gilmana dfhama cullahom 
caahhmera aadin thomml torelhi fatofth'jmi 

33 

fatogill lecom rrfa Id tdgillo’.tyahlihd. 
koryan bidlirdki min kafeizih^wjadirhemi 
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34 

lehhayyin' hhelalin' yas'imo' alnafi amrahom 
ldha th'arakdt Ihh4ai alliyali bimodh'ami 

35 

ciramon fala dhu alclh'igni yodricho teblaho 
ledaihim waljk'adjanei alaihim bimollem; 

3°' 

rauua -nfa rauua njin dh'amyihim thomma 
auradua 

gimaran' toferrai bialfehUihi -wabialdcmi 

37 

fakadh'dh'ua menaya Ijamihim thomma as dcrua 
llai calain' moftubilin' motawaklikhami • 

3 8 . a 

leafnrl len\ma alhh'ayya jerra alai'homo 
bima la^yuwafceihim hhosafoib ibno dhemdh'emi 

69 

wacaoa thawal cifh-hhan' aM moltacinnah in' 
fela liua abdaha walam yataka'cfdmjii 

40 

vsakala faakdhei hhajati thomma ataki 
aduy^i bialfin' mifi warayyi^ molajjami 

41 

fafhadda walam yofzo boy utan' pathefrah'an' 
ledai hhaito alkat rahhlaha, (Wo kafhami 

• , 4?' 

ladai a fad In Ihacei' dlfiMhha mokadb.ifin' 
lehp libaclon ddjWaroho lam tokallami 
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. , 43 

jerriyyin' matai yodh'lam yoMkib bidh'olmihi 
fereia^n' wailla yobda Tii&Idh.olnii yadh*lami 

, 4 f 

•Icamraca ma jarrat afalhim rimahhohgm 
demcj ll^no •neheicia' au kateifi*aJmothalIami 

45 

wala fh&racat fei alhharbi fef demi naufelin' 

• • 

wala wahabin' minha wala fbni almojadhdhami 

46* 

wacullan arahom asbahhua yakilunaho 
sahhefhhiini fnaliu’ thYriiaatin.' mokharremi 

47 

wamen ^as i althjafa alzijaji feunnoljo 
moth'eio dlawalei roccibat culla lahzemi 

% 4 8 

wamen yufa la yodhmo. Wamen yahdi kalbaho 
llal mothmaeini albirn 1 A yatajamjami 

49 

wamen haba afbaba dlmenaya yanilaho 
walau rafha lit yq^mai sUfemai biiollami 

5° 

wajnen yedb^dha fadh'lin' fayabjdial bifadhlihi 
alai kaumihf yoftqgna anlio wayodhmami 

5i. 

wamen 1» yazal yeftaMihiK. «Alnafa -naffaho 
wali ydfiha yauman' mina &dhulli yandami 
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52 

wamen yagtarib yahhfxb dduwwan' sadex'kaho 
wamen la yocarrim naffalbo la yacorrami 


53 , 

wamen la yadhud an hhaudh'ihi blfilahhihi 
yohaddem wan&en' la yadh 'limi alnaTa yndh'lami 


54 

wamen la yos'ani fef omurin' catheirah'in' 
yodh'arras bianyabin' wayuth'a biminfami 


55 

wamen yejali almaiiifa men duni irdh'ihi 
yafirho wamen la yattakel allhatma yofhtami 


5 6 

faimto tecaleifa iilhhayati wamen yalfh 
themanelna lihaiilan' la £ban' leca yefami 


57 

rayato almenaya khabtha afhw;\a men tos'ib 
tomit-ho wamen tahhdh'ci yoammar fayahrami 


58 

wamahma yegun Inda dmriyin' min khaleikah'in' 
wain kh£laM takhfe( alai aln^fi tolami 


59 

waaalamo ma fei alyaumi walamfi kablalxo 
walecinnan'ei an ilmi ma fef gadin 'dmi 



K A EA 

.LEBEl D.O.N 

Alaameriyyo. 


afati aldiydro mahhalloha fajnokamohd 
biminyan' tabada jgaulqjia fafijamoha 

2 

famodafjA alrayani urriya refmoha 
khalakan' camd dVamina M vvahhiyyo fiTamoha 

3 

deminon' tejerramo b&da.ahtli dneifahd 
hhajajon' khalauna hhelaloha wahharamohd 

4 

rozikat merabeia alnojurni wasabajja• 
wadko alj-awa^di judolid farihdmolia 

5 

min culli fyriyalnn' wagddin' modjinin' 
waafliiyyah jb' motaj dwibin* irjfamohd 

6 

faala forua aldyhokii^i Waathfalat 
bidljelhataini db 'ibawolfa waniddmoha 


vcil. VIII. 


r 



LEBEfDOtf 


•15* 


7 

wdlamo fdcinah'on' alai dth ldyiha 
ftudhdn'taajjila. bialfadh'ai bihamoha 

8 

wajala alfoyulo ani dltholuli cai nnahd 
zuburon’ tojiddo motuniha akldmohd, ’ 

9 

du rajo waibimah'in' afiffk nuijroha 
cifafan' taarradh'a faukahonna wifhamoha 

10 

fawakafto afaloha wjtcaifa fowdlbna 
s'ommdn' khawdlida„md yabexno celdmolia 

11 

6riyat wacana bihd aljomeio faabcarua «. 
minba wagudira nuyoha wathomamoha 

12 

fhakatca dh ano dlhhayyi yauma tehhammalua 
fatacennafud koth'ondn tasirro lthiyamohd 

*3 . 

min culli mafthfufin' yedh'illo as'iyyoho' 

zaujc-n alaihi cillahon' wakirdmoipt 
* * 

zujalan' cai'nna niaaja tiidhihha faukahd 
wadh abaa wej rah a 'othth afan' aramoha 

*5 

hjiofizat wazayalaha ajferabo cai'rtnaha 
djzdo belfhah’a dthl^id waridhamohd 



ALAAMERIYYO. 


bel m& tadhaccaro min naw&r! wakad badat 
watakath'th'afit dfbaboha warimamoha * 

'moriyyah'on khollat’bifai'da wajawarat 
•ahla 411diij5zi faaina njinca mcramoha 

18 

bimifhariki aljebeia/ni aaz bimohhajjefia' 
fatadh ammanat-ha. ferdah'on farokhamohd 

l 

19 

fafawaikaa' in dymenat famddh'annah'on 
/ninln's vvihhitfo alkihri Tiu th'ilkhamoha 

20 

faakth a tbbanah'a.men taarradh'a waging* 1 . 
waliiherri was'ili*khullah'in' sarramoha 

21 

wahhbo almojanjila bialjg&elli was'ormoho 
bakin' idha dhijiat waidga kavvamoha 

22 

bithalei'hhin' iisfarin' taracna bakiyyahan' 
minha faahhnaka ^olbohu vgafen;imoh;i 

23 

fa-idha tagafai Iahhmoha watahhaflcrat 
watakath'thaaf bad^ iilcilali^lihidamoha ’ 

24 

faleha hib&bon' fei alziViamicai'nnaha 

• t 

sabhbaa rahha maa dlneVeimiojjhamoKa^ 


F 2 



LEHEIDON 


IS 6 


2 J , 

au molmiin' wafikat liahhkabi lahhaho 
th ardo alfohhuli w&dh'arboha wacidamoha 

.26 

yalii bih& hhadaba ^lacatni mofahli-hhajun' 
kad rabaho is'ydnoha wavdhhdmoha 

27 

t u 

biahhizzah i althalbuni yerbao faukaha 
kafro almerakibi khaufoha aiamoha 

hhattai idha falakha jumadai fittahm' 
jazan' fath ala s'iydmoha 'wakiydp’.oha 

29 

waraRT” daljiraha' alfafa watahayyajat 
reihho almosayifi faumdha wafahamoba 

rajaaa biamrihoma llai dhei mirrahiu’ 
khas'adin' wanajhho s'ardmah in' fbramoha 

31 

fatanazaaa fabithan' yoth'exro dh'ilalobo 
cadukhani mafhalah'cn', yofhibbo 'dh'iramohi'i 

32 

mafhmulah'in' golitjiat bincbati arfajin' 
cadukhani ndrin' fath'iin' dfnamoha 

33 p t 

famadh'al wakaddarakha wacanat aadahW 
fninho idhd hexa diradat lkddmoha 
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34 

fatawafiatha ardh'a dlfariyyi was'addaaa 
masjurahan' motajawiran' kyllairibha 

’ 35. 

mahhfufahan waftha dlyardi yodh'illoho 
minho ryosarrao gdbah'in' wakfyjimoha 

36 

dfatilca am wahhfhiyyah.'on' mafbuah'an' 
lchadhalat waadiyah o dlsiwdri kiwdmohd 

37 , 

khans'ao dh'ayyadti alferelri falam yazal 
Ardho alfhakayiki .th'aufohd wabogdmoha 

38 

iemoaffcftn' kahdiy' tendzaa Jhilwoho 
gabfon’ cawafibo *md yemynno th'adamohs 

39 

s'adafna mi&ha girrah'anbrds'abnahd 
fnna dlmenaya.^a tath'oiftio fihdmohd 

40 

batat waafbala wdcifon' min deimah'in 
torwai dlkhamdyila ddyimdp tasjdmoha. 

'41 

tejafo ds'ldn'*kalis'an' motanabbidhan' 

• • • 
biojubi mkain' yemeflo hayamohd 

yalu th'arei'kah'a matilaha. «jotawdtir6n' 
fei lailahiy' cafara MnojUfna* gaaiamobd 



LEBEIDO& 


IS* 


43 

watadhiyya fei wajhi aldh'alami moneirah'an! 
cajomanahi dlbahbriyyi falla nidh 'amoha 

44 ' 

hhattai idha anhhafara aldlV'elamo waasfarat 
bacarat tazillo ahi altharai azlamoha' 

45 

alahat taballada fei nihai s'oaayadin' 
febadn’ towdman' camilan' ay-yamoha 

46 

hhattai idha yayifai waas-hhaka hhalikon* 
lam yoblihi irdh'aoha wafithamobai 

47 

watafawimaat ruzalaneifi faraaha 
an dh'ahri gaibin' wdlarteifo iak&ftioha 

48 

fagadat culla alfaijaini tahhfibo linnaho 
maulai almokhafah'i khalfoha wv.mamoha 

49 

"hhattai idha^yaifo.alromah'o waarfalua 
gQdhofan' dawajino Jkafilan' aas'atnoha 

5°r 

falahhxkna waatacarat leha medrayyah'on' 
cdlfamhariyyah i hhoddoha watemamoha 

_ < 5 * 

lftadhudSflMVha wadykanat in lam tadhud 
in kad ajamma mad alhhatufi hhamamohi 
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# 5* 

fetakas's'adat minh’a cifaba fadh'arrajat 
bicron wagudira fei dlmicajri fijamohd 

’ 53 . 

fdbitilca idh rakafa atfawamid bialdh ohhai 
vrujtaba.ardiyah'a alferabi fcdrhbbA 

54 

ikdhi ^llobanah'a la ofacrith'o reibaft'an' 
au an yaluma bihhajah'in' lawwamoha 

55* 

awalam tecun tadrei nawaro^bemnani 
.was'salo ikdi hhabayilin' jadhdhamoha 

5 6 

tarraco Itfhciwah i©' l'dha lam ardhaha 

• • • 

4 u yertabith' badha dln©£ufi hhimamoh4 
.57 

bel anti la 4adrey'na cam_fnin lailah in' 
thalikin' ledhaidbin' lahwoha wanidamoM 

53 

kad bitto iamiraha wagayah a tajirin, ‘ 
wiifaita idh rofaaj waazza jnodamoha 


59 

oglci alfibi'fa beculli adcana aatikin' 
au junah'm'kodiljhat wafodh'dh'a khitamoha 


6 o 


b’sabuhhin' safiyabih' wajadhbi aareinahin' 
bimowatterin' tatdloho* lbhanjoha 



ICO 
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61 

bacarto hhijataha aldojaja bifohhrah'm , 
lioalla minha hhema hobba niyamoha 

> 62 

wagad ;hi relhhin kad wazato A ak orrah in’ 

idh as bahbat biyadi Alshimiai zimamoni 

63 

walekad hhamalto ulhhayya tahhmila fniccati 
foroth'on wilhahhi idh gadauto lijamoha 

64 

faaluto murtakaban, alal dhei habwahm' 
khorajin ilax aalamihinna katamohi. 

^ 65 

hhatai l'dha alkat yadan' fcl cdfirin' 
waajaprio aiirato althcguri dh'aUmoha 

66 

as-halto wantas'abat cajidlv manexfaliiiv 
jerdaa yahhs'oro duuahat’jorramdha 

rafFatoha th’aida alniaami wafaukalio 
€ 

hhatai id ha fakhinat wakh affix idh amoha 
* 

68 

kalikat rihhalatoha waafbala nahhrohd 
wabtalla min zabtli alhhamelxni hhizamolia 

69 

tarkai wata'Ji'ano fci alinani wataiitihhal 
wirda alhhamamah'i Idh a jadda hhamamoha 
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70 

wacatheirah'on' gurbawohd majhulah'oa* 
torjal nawafiloha wayokhffcai > dhdmoh& 


7\ 


golbin' tafhaddara bidldoichlili camnahd 
jiiinc* albadiyyi rawafiyan' aktMiyioha 


72 

ancarto bath ilahd wabujo bihhakkilla. 

« 

yauman' walam yafkhar alayyi ciramoha 


73 • 

wajezuro l'yfarin daauto lihiiatfiha 
bimagalikin' motafbabihin aalamoha 

# 74 

aduu bifcinna liaakirin' au mQthfilin' 
bodhilat lijeirdril aljamdi lihhdmofid 

. 75 

faldh’aifo 5valja.r0 algareibo cai'nnami 
habatli a tabalah’a mokhs'iban' ahdh amohi 

76 

tawei llai alath'nabi culli radhiyyah'in’ 
mithlo aibalijiyah i kalis in ahdainoha 


77 

wayocallakina ldhd dlriyahho tenawahhat 
kholojan' twmeddo fhaWarnian' aytamojia 

78 

hina l'dlyi altakati uUnojajijio lan\ yazal 
ininnd lizazo adh'eiijiafrin jaljiamoha 



IBS 
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tramokaflimin' yoth'ei alafhei'rah'o hhakkaha 
wamogadhmiriil' lihhakulcihd hadhamoha 

80 . 

fadh'lan' wadhu caremiri yoeino alai alnackii 
iamhhon cafubo-mgayibin' gannamoha 

81 

min mdfliarisi' fannat lehom ahawohom 
'waliculli kaumin' fonnah'on waimamoha 

Sa 

in yafzauua yolkai qlmogafira in’dahom 
walfinno yalmao calfawaqibi Iamoha 

83 

la yath'bauuna wala yeburo faaalohom 
in la tameilo* fnaa alhaWai dhhlamoha 

• 8 4 

fabenua lena baftdn' rafeiaan' femcoho 
fafamai ilai'hi cohloha wagplamoba 

. ^ 85 

faknd bima -k^fama almelei'co fainnama 
• kafama alkhalayika balnana alamoha 

86 ' 

wai’dha alamanah'o koflimat fei mailiari'n 
aufai biaadh'ami hha'dh"dh"ina kaffamoha 

*8*7 

fahom l'dhd dlaflielBkh'o afHh'aat 

waliosb hhoccumohi 



AlaAmehiyyo. 

88 

wahom rabei'on' lilmojawiri fe/homo 
walmormilati ldha tathavrtda.dimohi 

8 ». 

'wahom ajafhe'iraho m yofaath'th'*! hhdiujon' 
du dh yavneilo mda dljulwi liy&moha 



K A L A 
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ALABSIYYO. 


hal gddera dlihoarao rain motaraddimr 
am hal arafta alduri b:ida tavvali-liorai 

ya dara ublah a biaijawai teceliamci 
waimraei's ebahhdn' data ablah'a wailiipj 

n 

o 

fawakafto fcihu nakitei wac'ai'nnalid 
fedanon' iidkdhei lihajah a dlmotalawwlmi 

4 

, watahhiilo ablaha biaijawai wadhloha 
'bialhhazni fdls'aramdni falmotathallomi 

5 

hlioyyeita min th’alalin' tekadema ahdoho 
akwai waakfara bada l 6mmi alhaithami 

' 6 

JihaJlat biardhi alzayireifta fansbahhat 
afir&nf alai thbllabici ibn»h<x makhrami 
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7 

611 iktoha aradhan' waaktolo kaumaha 
zaman' leumra dbeica laifa*hitnozimi 

\ 

Svalekad nazalti fell tadh'unnei gairohp 
minriel JjinSenzilah i aloiohhabbi’ almocremi 

9 

caifa almezaro wakad tarabbao uhlolii 
biuneizataini waalilona bialgailami 

io’ 

in conti dzmati alfiraka fuinnama 
. zummat rocabicomo bflailrn' modhlimi 

ir 

mil raad?i ilia hhomulah'o ahfiha 
wafath'a aldiyan tafufFo hhabba alkhimkhimi 

12 

feilia athnitdni .ivaurbaiyJna hhalubah'an* 
fiidun' cakhafiyah'i algorabi alas-hhami 

idh toftabcica bidhei gorubin wadh'iiihin 
adhbin' fnokabbajaho ledheidho almath'ami 

14 

waca'inna Farah’a tajirin bikafejmah in 
fabakat awaTidh'qJv.i ilaica min. ulfami . 

_ _ . 1 J 

aii raiidh'ah'm' infan tadhammana nebtaha 

• * « 
gaithon kaledo aldimni laifa.bimalanjl 



lte ' AttTARAH'ON 

*6 

jidtf alaiht cull® becrin' hhurrah in 
fataxacna cullo’kaiiralun' cdldirhemi 

J 7 ' 

fahh-hhdu' ■watifc&b&n’ faculli afhiyyah'in 
yajref alaxha dlinao lam yataaarrami 1 ' 

18 

wakhala aMhobaba biha falaiTd bibarihhip’ 
gafidan' cafili alfharibi ilmotarannimi 

' >9 . 

hazijan yahhocco dhirdaho bidhiraihi 

kadhha dlmodbbi alai dlzenadi alajdhami 

20 

tomfef vato'sbihho fauka dh'ahti hhafliiyyahin' 
wadbeito fauka forah'a dd-hama moljami 

wahhafhiyyatei faijin' dial abli alfhawai 
nehdin' meraciloho nebeilo dlmahbzemi 

21 

t- * 

hal tabloginnes daraha fhadaniyyah'on' 
loonat biipahhrumi alfjicrabi nijisovrami 

=3 

khath'th'arah’on' gibba dlforai zayyafafton' 
tathifo alacdma biwakhdi khuf^'n mdithami 

wacai'nnama tath ifo d’acama dfhiyyah'aa' 
bikareibi b$fda dlminlamaifu mos'allami 



>LABsnrm 


tawei leho kolos’o alniaanlx cams dwat 
hhizakon' yenfaniyah'on' lidijam? thimtlilinl 

yatabana kullah a rdfilil wacai'nnaho 
hharijoq. alSi nafhin' l^bonna mokhayyami 

«7 

aalin' yauudo bidhei alaflieirah'i baidl/ahp 
calabdi dhei dlferwi dlthaweili dlas'lami 

a8 

fiiaribat bimdi aldohhradhaini fas'bahhat 
zauraa tenforO an hhiyadhi dldaileifu 

29 

wata'i'nmrma yen4ya bijanibi diffaha^ 

dlwahhfliei min hazaji dl^fhiyyi m u wawwimi 
•* • 

3° 

hirron' janeibon^cullamd^&thifat leho 
gadh bai dttakajja bialyaduini wabialfami 

31 . 

abkai leha th ula alzemdni mokermddan' 

• • • * * 
fanadan' vramifchla^daanyimj almotakhawimi 

‘32 

baracat alainndi dlridai caTnnama 
baracat alai kasabip' djafhfha mohadh'dhlami 

33 

wacana rajiban’ au cahhei'Idu' mokadan' 
hhafhfha dlwofuda bihi'idwdnjbi komkomi 



AKJTARAHOJ'i 


id* 


34 

yenbao min dhifrai gadh'ubin jeirahin' 
zayyafah'in' mithla alfateiki dlmopdami 

35 

in togdafei dunei Alkindi fai'nnanef 
th'ibbon' biakhdhi Alfarifi almoftalyimi 

athanei alayyi bima alimti fai nnanoi 
fahlon mokhalafatci £dha lain odh "lami 

37 

fa’idha dh'oiimto fa’inna dh olmef bAfilon 
mirron' modhakatoho cath'ami ab.lkami 


3 s 

walekad fharibto min almodamah i bada m 
racatli uihaw.Jiro biahni<huii almalami 


39 

bizojajahin' s’afraa dhalii Afirrah'in' 
Jcorinat bias'fari fe: Alihim/di mofaddami 


40 


fai’dha {harihto fax nnanei moftahlicoiV 
male! wairdliei wAfirpn' lam yoclsmi 


4i 


wai'dha s'ahhauto fcma bkas's’iro An nadai 
wacama Jilimti fbeniayilef watecerrcmi 


42 

vafetyalcilo gapiyah in'.tara£to mojaddajan' 
temcu fereks'atpho ca'fliiilki alaalam,i 
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’ 43 . 

fabakat yedaya leho bi&a'ili thanah in- 

waraihafhi nlfidah'in' calrfuni dlandami* 

* 

4 + 

* halld falati dlkhailo ya bnata malicln'. 
in ctinti jahilah'an' bipia lam tATami 

45 

idh la.azalo dial Yihhalsh i fabihhin' 
nehdin' taaaworoho alcomah'o mocellami 

thuran' yojarrado lilth laani’ watafah'aiV 
. yawei ilai hfias adi alkiflet Sramrami 

47 

yokhbirco min fhahida alwake{:1h'a.inrianei 

agfhai alwagai waaiffcT inda ahnagnaijii 

• • • 

. 48 

wamodajjajin' cariha alfbmah'o nizalalio 
la momniin haraban' *wala moftaflimi 

49 

jadat yeddya leho bidajili th anah in 
bimothkafm S'idki alcauubi mokawwami 

50 

birahheibah'j dlfargaini yaljd^i'Jeffohd 
biallaili m of all a ildhiydb; ildh orrami • 

51 

fafhacedk) bialromhhi ^iVaiaml thfyabaho 
laifa alcareimo alav alcana bknohhrami 
VOL. VJII. 



no 


ANTARAtiON 


5 * 

fatara&oho jazra alfibai yanofhnaho 
ma bama kullaha rafihi wahmsami 

' _ 5-3 

wamafhacoi fabigah in' hatadto forujaha 
bialfaifi in hhamei alhhakexkahi molaml 

54 

rabidhin' ybdiho bialkidahhi ldha fhata 
hataco gaydti Altejari molawwami 

* , " 55 " 
lemma raanei kad nazalto orei'doho 

abdal nawiijidhoho ligai'ri tebaffomi 

56 

fathanatoho bialromhhi thomma alautoho 
bimohcndahin' s afe! allihadeidah i mikhdhami 

J 

57 - 

ahdei bihi medda alnehari cai'nnama 
khodh iba albenano warafoho bialldh lami 

5 8 

bath'alin' caTnna tbiyabaho fei farhhihl 
yohhdhal niaalo alfeb'd laifa yatawami 

59 

ya fhah'o ma kanas in limen hhallaf leho 
hhorimat alayyi walaitoha lam tohhrami 

faBaath-to jdriyatei fakolto lehd idh-habei 
fatajaffafei akhbaraha lei waalimi 
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6 1 

kalat raito mina alaaadel gjirrah'an' 
wal/hah'o njoSn^inah'oa limfeA hu murjami 

62 

wacaY'nnasna altafatat bijeidi jj^ayah'irf' 
rafliain min* algizUni’fthurrin' arthami 

«3 < 

nobbeito kmran' gaira fliacira mmatei" 
walcofro mukhbatfi^h'on' linefsi almonimi 

64’ 

walekad hhafidh'to was'ah'a ammef bialdh ihhai 
•fdh taklis'o alfheftano an wadh'-hhi alfami 

6 5 

iei hhaumah 1 alhharbi allqte'i 14 taQtfacai 
gamr 4 tiha dlabtlj alo ilia tagamgpmi 

.66 

idh yatakuha be! alafinnah'a lam akhim 
anha walecimit/ tad hayika mokdamef 

67 , 

lema lamato nidaa morrah'a kad ala 
wabnai rabeia&a fei algibari alaktami ' 

68* 69 

wamohhallamon yafuuna tafchta liwayibim 

walmauto taTihta ^iwai all mohhallami 

• • 

7a 

ayaknat 4 h fayacuna in da *]Jk 4 yihirn 
dh'arbon' yath'ciro ani alfirakhf aljotbthami 

G. 2 
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71 

lema rdyato alkauma akbala jamohom 
yatadhameruna cararto gaitfo modfhammami 

• 7 * 

yaduuna «antara walrimahhi caj'nnahd, 
afhth'dno beirin fex lobani alad-hami 

73 

ma zilto armexhim bigorrah'i nahhrihi 
walibanihi hhatai teferbala bialdemi 

^ 74 

wazawwara min w&ki alkana bilibanihi 
walhacai llayyi biabrah'in' watahhambhomi 

75 

lau cana yjyjrei tlia dlmohhawarah'o alhtacaf 
walecanajau alima alcelama moceilo m i 

76 

walkhailo taktahhimo alkhibara..a wabifan’ 
min baini fhaidh'amah irf" waaj rada fhaxdh "ami 

77 ’ 

walekad fhalax ka^be/ waadh-haba fokmoha 
keilo alfawarifi. wai'ca antarahr'o dkdimii 

' , 78 

dhululon rucab^i hhaitho fheito moihdyiex 
lobbei' waahhfozoho tyamrin', mobrami 

' . 79 

walekad khaihelto amuto walam*tacun 
lilhharbi djiyirah'en' alai lbnex dh'emdhemi 



ALABSIYYO. 


173 


80 

dlfliatimex irdh'el walam uihitmolja 
walnadhiraioaVdhd lam alkahbma demi 

8r 

in yafula felekad taradto abahomd 
jezra ulfib&i jvaculli nifrin’ kafhami 



K A LA 


A M- R U O X 

ALTAGLEBIYVo. 


aid hibbei bes ahhnica fasbihbeina 
wcla tobkel khomura alanderema 

mofh|fhaahicin' cai'nna alhhosVa feiha 
idha ma almao khalath-aho fhahheina 

3 

,tej uro bedhex allobanah'i an hawaho 
idha ma dhakaha hhattaf yeleina* .. 

4 

terai allahhza alfhahheihha xdha amarrat 
alafhi lehxalihi feiha mehema 

5 * 6 

madadti alcdfa dnnd. omma amruin, 
wacdna dlcdfo mojrahd alyemci'na 

• 7 

WaflBii fherro althelathoh'i omma Amruin' 
bes'fthhibici. dlladhf la tos'bihhema . 



AMRUON ALT AGLEBIY YO. 

8* 9 

wa'innd faufa todricong, dlmendyd 
mokaddarah'aV lena* wam&kaddereina 

ID 

kifel kab^i al tafarroki yd dh'aemd 
nekfiabfeeraci dlyekeiaa watokhbirema 

ir 

kifef nefdlaci hal ahhdathti s orman- 
lewafhci albaini arti Jjhonti alamema 

12 

biyumi careihah'in dh'arbari* wathanan' 

* # • p / 

• akerra behi mawalei'ci aloyuna 

»3 

toreici fdha dakfialti alai khafaiiv . 
vvakad aminat «yiino alfcafhihhein a 

1 .4 

dhirdei afth'alih' admdr becrin’ 
terabbaatj dldjaria walmitund 

15 

wathadydn' mithla hhokki dlaaji rakhs a 
hhas'andrv rain.dcoffi dllaTnifeina 

16 

wamatnai lednah'in' tl\'dlat»waJanat 
rawadifoha teivEfo bima *walqj[na 

17* 16* 19 

tadhacrato dls'ibai wdfhtaftto lemma 
. rayato hhamu]ajia §s'olan' hbodein'd 



AMRUON 


Co 

{vaaaradh'atl alyemamah'o ,waflimakharrat 
cadfyafin* biaid i mos'litfeina 

'2? 

fema wajidat cawajdei omma fakbin 
adhallattaho ferajjaati alhhanelna 

22 

■wela fhamthaa lam yatroe fhekaha 
leha min tifdh in' ilia janeind 

.23 

wainna gaddan' wai'nna aiyauma rahnon' 
■vvabada gadin' bima la talameina 

54 

dbd hindip’ fgla tajal alaina 
waandh irna pokhabbirca dlyakeina 

55 

bei nna nurido alrayati betdh'an' .. 
wanos'dirohonna hhomran' kad rav. ema 

26 

wadyydmin' lend gorrin' th'iwaliu’ 
dfaina almelca feiha an diadeina 

57 

wafayyidi maiberin' kad tawwajuho 
bitaji almolci yabbmei almohhjice'xna 

58 

alkhaila -aakifah'op' alaihim 
IW^^dladah'pn' ainnataha s pfuna 
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29* 30 

wakad harrat cildbo aihhai minni 
waihadhabon| katadaha men yaleina 

3 * 

metai nejikol ilai kaumin rohhana ■ 
yecunud fei dllikai leba thahheind 

3 2 

yecuno thikaloha fharkiyyo najdin 
walahwatoha kodh'a§h a ajmaeina 

33 

nczeltom menzila dladh'yafi minnd 
faajjalna alkiral an telhtonfuna 

34 

karelnacom faajjalna kiracoid ( 
kobafla als'obhhi mirrfdh an th'ohhuaa 

. 35 • 

waTnna dldh igna bad* ‘dldh'igni yaffhua 
alai'ca waygkhrijo aWai aldafefna 

3 6 

warithna almajda kad alimalt maaddon’ 
noth aino duhaho hha(ta» yabeind 

37 

wanahhno ^dha imado alhhayyi kharrat 
dial alahhfadhir-namnaa .men yalefnd 

38 

nodafio*anhomo aladdpi'Jpdmdn' 
wanahhmilp anhomo ma hh<tmma(und , 
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39 

noth'aino ma terakhai alnafo ann& 
wanedh'ribo bialfoyufi fdha galheiiit 

‘ 40, 

bifomrin' nun kana dlkhatth ai lodnin' 

t [ c < » 

dhawabila 4u bibeidh'in' yatalema 

41 

nafhokko belia ruufa alkaumi flnkka 
wanakhtalibo alrakaba fayakhtaleina 

4*2 

tekhala jemajima alabth'ala feilia 
wofukan' bialam&izi yertamema 

43 

nahhirro rjuufahom fei gairi birrin' 
fema yadruna ma dha yattkkuna 

44 

ca’i'nna foyufana feina wafeihim 
ma kharexkon biaidx laibeina" 

„ ■ *5 

jcainna thiyaband minnd waminhom 
khodh'ibna bidrjawdnin* ad th'olcina 

46 

fdha ma ayya biala fnafi hhayyon' 
mina alhadli dlmofhabbahi &n yeedn'a 

4J 

nas'ibria mithla rahwal/a dhata hhaddin' 
mohafad,h'ahu'an' waeonna dlfabikeina 
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48 

bifityanin yeruna allgatla majdan- 
waflieibin' alhhfcrubi ^ncyarfabema. * 

, 49 " • 

hhodayya alnifi cullihimi jamelia- - 
mokarauKan benelhim an benelni 


5 ° 

faamma yauma’khafhyatana alalhna 
fates bihho garahW xnotalabbabemi 

5 1 

waimma yauma la nekhfhei alalhim 
fates bihho fei mejalifind Chobeini 

52 ^ 

birafi min bennl jofhami l'bni bearin', 
nedokki biha alfohufah'a walkhozuna 

• 53 * A 54 , , 
lla la yejhalan abhadph’ alaina 

fanajhalo fa-uka jehli aljahileina 

55 .. 

biiyyi melheiahin' amrda Ibna Rindin' 
tdthexo bind ;UwiIhiha- watazderel n& 

56 

biayyi melheiahin' amrua Ibna hindin 
necuno likeilicorn feina kath'eina 

-57 

teheddadand waaudd{in&>ruwaidan 
metal conna liommica mokiawelha 



ISO 
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5 ® 

faTnna kenatand ya Amru dayat 
alai dldadai kablaea do*teleindf 


59 * 

idha gadh'dha althikafi bihd iflimazat 
wawallat-hom afhuzanah'arr «zobjuna 

Go 

• « 
afhuzanah an'"idhd ankalab&t arannat 

tadokko kafa almothakkafi waaljabeina 

6r 

fahal hhoddithta fei jafliami ibni becrin’ 
binaks in fei khothubi ‘alawwaleina 

62 

warithna^majda.alkamah^ xbni farfin’ 
dbahha lend bhos'una almajfli deina 

6 3 

■warithto mohalhalan' waalkhai'ra minho 
zohairan nima dhikhri aldhakhirema 

6 4 

wadttabdn' wacefthuman jameian' 
bihim nilna*toratho dldwtvajexna 

6j 

tvadha alborrahi alladh^i hhodithta dnho 
bihi nohhmjfi wanahhmei^lmoljariTid “ 

66 . 

■waminna kablaho 'dlfaex Volaibon' 

• • • • 

faayyi almajdbilld kalkwalei'na 



ALTAOLKBIYYO. 

f 7 . 

metax nakid kareinajana bihhablin 
najodhdho *ilwas'l\ au rfakjfi alkaremi 

63 * 

wanujado nahhno amnahom dhimaxan' 
w*aauialxbm idha aljadua yameina 

, : 69 , 

wanahhno gad&h'a aukada fei khezarin 
rafadna fauka rifdi alrafideina 

>° 

wanahhno alhhabifuna bedhei arathex 
taloffo 61 jollah'o alkhurb *aldereina 

7 * . 

wanalxhno alhhacimuna idha othina. 
wanahhno dlaazimuna idha csein'a 

,. K 

wanahhno a^aricuna, lima fakhithna 
wanahhno &lakhidnna lima radh'eina* 

73 

wacunna alaymenexna idha alta£&i‘na 
wacana alayfeteina beniia dbeina 

74 

fas dlua Vaulah'an' feimen yaleihim 
was'olna S’aulah'an' feimen yaleina * 

.75 

faabua biainihabi wabHilfeb.iy-i 
wai'bnai almoluci Ao’s affiukina 


Ml 
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76 

lla'icom ya bene{ becrin' fla/com 
alamma tlrifua rainn& alyakema . 

• '77. 

alamma talemua minna wamincom 

p " 

catayibi yathainna wayertamema 

7 8 

dlama albeidho waalyalabo alyem&nei 
wa&fyafin' yakomna wayanhhaftem 4 

79 

alaln .4 cullo fabigahinMilasin' 
terai fauka alnejddi le'na gddh'una 

80 

ldha wodh'iaat an atebth'ali yaum&n' 
rayata leha joluda alkaumi'jaund 

81 

fainna motunahonna motuha gadrin 
tosaffikoha alreiahho ldha jdrema 

82 

’ watahhmilona gadaho alraui jordon' 
6 rifna lena nekayidho akclefna 

83* 84 

warithnahonna an fbdaii s idkin' 
wanaurothihi ldha mutna beneinr. 

' , . 85 . .■ 
wakad &lima alkabayilo fnyi moaddin' 

ldha kbbabon‘biabthahhiha*benema 



ALT AGLEBIY V O.' 


be'i’nna alaas’imuna bjpculli cihhlin' 
wai nna albadhilurfjji limdijt^deifta 

* 87.* 8$ . 

waTnna alrminiuna lima yalemi 
idlia ma aibeidh'i dlvibalati aljofun’a 

. A . , 89 

wai'nna almonimuna klha kadiraa 

wai nna almohlicnna fdha ateina 

* 

90 

wai’nna ulfharibuna almaaf safwam 
wayaflirebo'galrana Sbarari* wath'emi 

91 

ala abfig bcnei alth'amahhi ahna 
wadomiyyan' facaffa iraftomun;. 

.., 9 * 

alai atharinu beidh'on.tiramon 
nohhiidhiro an tofiirika au tehuni 

93 

dh "aaiiyino min benei jafhami bni becrin 
khalath'na bfmajfemin' hhafaban' wadeina 

94 

akhadhna'alai bouulatihonna 4 hdan' 
idha lakua Yawarifa molameini 

9.5 

liyaftalibanna abdanan' wabeidhdn' 
waafrai fei alhhadeidi mokawanelfl^ 
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9 6 * 97 

idha ma rohhnd yamfhema dlhuwaina 
cama ddh'th'arabat mofuno 4*iharibema 


yakitna jiyadana wayakolna leftom 
bouulatana idha lam temu^uuna 

99 

idha lam nahhmihinna feta bekeina 
lifhayan' badahonna wela hhoyeina. 

100 

wemd manaa aldh aamna mithla dh'arbin' 
terai minho dlfawaido calkilema 

ioi* io2 # 103 

lend aldunya waraen ddh'-hhai dlaiha 
waneblthiflio hheina neb thifho kadireind 

104 

idhd md almolco fama alnafa khasfan' 
dbaina dh nekirra dldh'olla feini 

105 

nofammai dh "Mimeind wemd dh "alamna 
■walecinna fenabda dh'alimemd 

106 

idhd balaga dlfithamo lend s'abiyyon’ 
tekhirro l«*ho dljabdbero fajidexna 

107* 108 

meldn'a dlbarra hhattai dh'dka anna 

c 

wad hahra dlbahhri .nemld’Ovoho fefeina 



K| A L A 
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aadhanatna Kibamiha, Afar&tto 

robba thawin' yomello minho althawao 

2 

bada ahdin' lch*d biborkah'a fliemai 
faadnax diyaraha ’ilkhalth'ao 

J 

falmohhayyalj o fals'ifahho faglai 
dhex fith' 5 ki$ faaadhibon falwafao 

4 

fariyadh'o alkhatfra faaiidiyah'o alftnrexbi 
falihubatani CilSylao • 

5 , . 

la arai men 5 hidto feiKa. faibci 
alyauma dilhan' yvama yeixxdtfo albocyo 

wabiafnaxca aukadat Kindon'.alnara 
"as'eilan' telwei bifia dtalyao 
VOL. VIII. H 
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1 7 

dukadat-ha baina alakelki fafhakh saini 
biuudin' tama yaluh^bo 1 aldhjyao 

8 

fatanawwajtfo naraha min baei'din’ 
bikhezazin' haihatd mmca.(ds'iIao 

9 

gaira Innei kad uftaeino alai alhbmmi 
idha khaffa bialthawiyyi alnejao 

to 

bizofufin cai nnaha hsklah on' ommo 
riyalin dawiyyahon fakfao 

ri 

dnafat nebaton waafzaaha alkeno;is'o 
asran' vvakad danai alimfao 

12 

fatarai khalfaha min alrafji 
walwakS*menenian ca'innaho ihbaq 

r 3 

• wath'frakan'’ iriin khalfihinna thirakon' 

• • • 

fakith atojj tclwef beha^ls ahhrap 

14 

atalah-ha biha alhawajiro fdh cullo 
ibno onthai" beliyyah on amyao . 

. \5 . 

waitana mina alhhawddithi anbao 

• • 

wakh'ath'bon'nonai behi wknofao 
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16 

inna ikhwanona dlarpkemiiyaglusia 
alaind fei keiliftim lhjifao 

1 7 

yakhlith'iifla. alberiyya minna bedhei aldhanbi 
wala yanfab ^llkludtyyo alkhalao 

18 

zaamiia inna cullo men dh araba dleira 
mowalin lena wa-i'nna'alwalao 

*9 . 

djmauua amrajiom bilayin .f^lamma 
asbahhua as bahhat lehom dhaudh’ao 

20 

min monadin wamin mojelbin' waiflm 
tis -hali khailin khilala dhaca rogao 

ai . 

ay yob 4 almanth'iko almcfrakkifho anna 
inda amruip wahal ledhaca bekao 

22 

la takhllna alai giratica inna 
kablo ma kad wapiai bind alaadao 

23 

fabekeina dlai*dlfhenaah'L tenmeftia 
jodudon wagarralion kafad 

24 

kabla ma alyauma bayy^dhiTt biovuni. 
i!pail fciha tadyyatfr'o wa'ibao * 
h 2 • 
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2 5 

waca'i'nsa almeeuna tordei feina 
arana junin' yenjabo anho alamao 

26 

mocfahirran alai alhhawadithi ma terthuho 
lildehri mowyidon' sammdo 

27 — 33 * 34 - 

thomma milna ilai tamexmin' faahhramna 
wafema benato morrin' imao 

- 3S 

la yakexmo alazeizo.bialbeledi alfahli 
wala yanfao dlkhaliyyo alnejao 

/ 36 . 

laifa yanje'i mowayaddn' min hhozarin 
rafa thudin' wahhurrah'on rajlao 

37 

femelecna bidhelica alnalo hhattai 
maleca almondhiro l'bno mai alfamuo 

38 

wall'll alrabbo wallheheido alai yalirni 
dlhhayaraini wdlbelao belao 

39 

melico ddh'lao alberiyyah'i ma yujado 
feiha lima ledaihi cofao 


.40 

fatrocud alth'elkha waltaaddef wai'mml 
teteaafhua fafex altaafhei alddc 
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* 

wadh'coriia khalfa dhei almejazi wam4 

kaddama felhi alohiido w&lcoflao 

• • 

42 

hhadhira aljura waltaaddei walen 

tenkadh'o* na fei &lmohariki Vriihwao 

• *» • 

43 

aalimua j'nna waryyacojno fei'ma ‘ 
afhtarathna yauma akhtalofnd fawao 

44 

aalalna jonahho condah'a ap 
yatami gaziyyohom wammna aljazao 

, 45 , , 

am ala Aw jera hhaneifah'a au.ma 
jamaat min mahharibiB ^g’abrdo 

46 

iim janaya beni ateikin' famen 
yadhoro fainna min hharbihim borio 

47 

am alama jeraf dlibido cama neith^a ' 
bijiizi ulrnohhammili alaa^ao 

48 

am alama jerai kodh'aah'a 
am laifa alamajfei'ma janua’mdao 

49 

am alamja jerai l'yadin' canja 
keila lith'afmin' okhuwateomo ^fibacr 
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5° 

Jaffa minna dlmodh'arriyuna wala kaifin' 
wala jolidalon' wald aihhaddao 

5 * 

ananan' bfithilan' wadb'olman' cama 
yatoro fei hhojrah'a dlrabeidh'i aldh'ibao 

5 * 

wathemanuna min tamefmin' bidydihim 
rimdhhon s'odurohinna dlkadh do 

53 

lam yahhillud benei.rizdhhin' biborkaa 
nith'axn' lehom alaind *doado 

54 

terecuhom molajjabeina wadbud 
binehabin' yas'immo minho alhhlddo 

55 

thomma jdud yellerjiuna 

falam terja lehom fhamah'on' wala zahrao 

5 « 

thomma fdud minhom bikafimahi aldlrehrl 
wala yabrodo dlgalexla almao 

57 

thomma khallon' min badi dhaca maa algallaki 
la rdfah on' wala ibkdo ’ 

5 \ ( 

ma as'dbua min taglebiyyin 1 famathlulou' 
alaihi ldha fawallef alofao* 
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59 

catecaleifi kaumana idha gaz 4 
dlmondhiro ha] nafyhilo l/bni hindin' ro|ao 

6c 

idha hhalla’alalyao kobbah'a malfuna 
faadnci diyuraha alkhalthao. . 

61 

fataawwat Iehonj k . adhibah'on' min 
culli hiiayyin cainnahom llkao 

62 

fahadahom bialafwadami waamro 
allahi balgon' yalhkel bihi lilafhkiyao 

6 3 

*idh terpemihomo afran' fafakat-hom 
ilaicom amniyyah'on ifhn'io 

64 

lam yogrucomo goruran' walacin 
yerfao al^lo jeftiohom tvaldh'ohh&o 

65 

ayyoha alfhanei'o almoballigo ann£ 
inda amruin' wahal lidhaca intehao 

in amruoi\ lena ledaihi khilalon' 
gam fhaccii^fei cullihjnna-dlbel&o 

. 6 ? . , 
melicon' mukfith'on waacmelc* men yamftu 

wamin cl uni ma ledaihi. alcbenao 
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63 

aramiyyon' bimithlihi jalati aljinno 
faabat lijfhes’mi^a alajlao f 

69 

men lena indaho mina aikhairi ayatin 
theldthin fei cull Uliana alkadhao 

7 ° 

dyahon’ fhariko alfhakeikahi l'dji 
jaua jameutan' liculli hhayyin' liwao 

71 

hhaula kaifin' moftalame'ma bicabfhin' 
koradh iyyin' ca'i'nnaho. ablao 

72 

wasayitin' min alawatici mii 
tcnhaho iila liiabeidh ab on' niluo • 

•J 

73 

radadnahomo bith'anin gama yakhrojo 
min khirbah'i ,dlmezadi almao 

74 , 

wahhamalniihomo alai hhazami thahlani 
• fhilaldn' wadummiya alanfao 

r 1 

75 

wafaalna bihim cama r.lima allahon' 
wam& an lilhhayanema dimao 

76 

thomma hhojran' itanel ibna ommi fathomin' 
waleh.o farfiyyah on' khedhjrdo 
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•' 77 

•afadon' fei bllikai wirdoa hemufon 
warabeiion' in fhannaat gabrao, 

, - . ? 8 ; . r 
fajabhanahomo bidh'arbin' cama tenhozo 

AnwjamnfaJi i a 1th awiyyi aldilao 

79 

wafiicacna gilla iimri alkaifi anho « 
bad a ma th ala hhabfoho walanao 

80 

waakadnaho rabba gaffitna^ bialmondhiri 
carhan' idh la tocala Jjldoin^o 

81 

ivafadwoahomo betlsah 1 &ml;icin' 
drainin' aflabahom aglacf 

82 

wamai aljuna juna all benei alaufi 
anudon’ cai nn’aho daf'vao 

ma jazina tahhta alajajl idh 
walat biiifkayiha wahharr afsilao 

84 

wawalidn*i amnia ibna ommi ayufin 
min kareibla^lema atina 61 hHibao 

8 S . 

mithloha taklnojo alnatfeihaho lilkaumi . 
falahon' min duniha.^flab 
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PREFACE; 


THE reader wilTprgbably cxpeCt, that. ,before 
I prefent him with the following milcellany, I 
fhould give fome account, of the pieces con¬ 
tained in it;‘and fhotrid prove the authenticity 
of thofe Eajlern originals, from which I profefs 
*to hava tranflated them: indped, fo many pro¬ 
ductions, invented in Frltnce, have*been Offered 
to the publick *a9 genuine trartflations from the 
languages of AJia , that I Should have wifhed, 
for my oA r n fake, to clear my publicatipn from 
the flighteft fcrfpicion of impofture; but there is a 

circumftanco peculiarly hard in the,prelent cafe; 

• • 

namely, that, were I to produce the originals 
themfelves, it* vwpuld be Lmpoflible to .perfuade 
fome men, tips! even, they were* not, forged for 
the purpofe, like the pretended language of 
Form if a. T Jhall, however, ’attempt, in this 
£hort preface to* fatisfy* the‘reader’s expecta¬ 
tions. 

The ftrft poem in the collection, called 
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Solima, is not a regular translation from the 
Arabick language ; but muft of the figures, fen- 
timents, and defcriptions in it, were really taken 
from the poets of Arabia: for when I was 
reading fome of their verfes on benevolence and 
holpitality, which they jnftly confidcr ns their 
moll amiable virtues, I fele£ted thofe paflages, 
that feemed nioft likely to run into our meafure, 
and connected them in fuch a manner as to 
form one continued piece, which I fuppofe to 
be written in praife of an Arabian princefs, who 
had built a caravanjcra with pleafant gardens 
for the refrefhment of travellers and pilgrims; 
an a£t of munificence not uncommon in Afia. 
I fhall trouble the ’ reader with only one of the 
original paflages, from which he may form a to¬ 
lerable judgement of the reft: 

Kad alama e'ddhalfo well mojteduno 
Idha aghbara ofkon ivahabbat Jbemalan , 
Wakbalat an auladiha elmordhiato , 

IVa lam tar ainon lemoznin belalan , 
Jjeenca conto *errabto el moghitho 
Leman yatarica, waconto ihemalan, 
Wacontd nehara behi fhemfobo, 

IVaconto dagiyyf U"iliJihi bf/alan. 

that is; * the Jlranger and the pilgrim •well 
know, when the Jhy is dark, and the north-wind 

* Sec thif paflage trerfified, Solima, lin" 71. &c. 
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rages, when the mothers leave their fucking in¬ 
fants, when no nioijlure can be feen in the clouds, 
that thou art bountiful to them as th% Jfring, 
that thou art their fhieffufport , that thou art a 
Jun to them by day, and a moon in the cloudy 
night . . 

The hiiA of the newt poem, or The Palace of 
Fortune , was taken from an Indian tale, trans¬ 
lated a few years ago. from the Perjian by a 
very ingenious gentleman in the fervice of the 
India- Company buf I have added fe deral de¬ 
scriptions, and epifodes from other Ea/iern 
writers, have given 3 different moral to the 
' whele piece, and have made fome other alter¬ 
ations in it, which may be feen by any one, 

• • # 

who will take th'e pains to compare it with the 
flory of Rofoam, ,in tlief fecond volume of the 
talcs of Inatulla. 

I have taken.a ftill gfeater liberty with the 

• ■ 

moral allegory, which, in imitation of the Pet- 
Jian poet ’Nizami, I have entitled The Seven 
Fountains ; the general fubjedl of *Tt* was bor¬ 
rowed from a. flory in a polleftion of .tales* by 
Ebn Arabjhahf a native of . Damafcus, who 
flourifhed in the fifteenth century, *and wrote 
Several other*works in 3 very polifhed ftyle, the 
moft celebrated of .which is An, hijlory of the life 
of Tamerlane: bdt I hav.e ingrafted upon the 
principal *allegory an epifo’dte from the Arabian 

VOL. vii r,. ’ 1* 
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tales of * a thousand and one night*, a copy of 
which work in Arabick was 'procured for me 
by a learned friend at Alepp:. 

The fong, w’ ich follows, was firft p inted at 
the end of a Per pan grammar; but, for the 
fatisfatlioft of thole who may have a iy doubt 
of its being genuine, it? fecmcd pr per to fet 
down the original of it in Roman charaflers at 
the bottom* of the page. TIv ode of Petrarch 
was'^dded, that the reader might compare the 
manner t>f the AJiatick poets With that of the 
Italians , many of whom have wiitten in the 
true fpirit of the Eajterns: fome of the Perfian 
longs have a linking refeinblance to the lonnets 
of Petrarch ; and even the form of thofe little 
amatry poems was, I believe, brought into Eu¬ 
rope by the Arabians ; one would almoft ima¬ 
gine thc T following lines to be tranflated from 
the Perjian , 

Aura , chc quelle chiome blonde e crefpe 
Circondi. e navi, c Je' mojj'a da loro 
Soavemente , efpargi quel dolcc oro , 

E poi V raccogli, 'e'n bei nolli t increfpe. 

fuice there is fcarce a page in the works of Ha¬ 
fez and fa mi, in which the fame, image, of the 

* See the Itory of Prince Agib, or the third Calandar in the 
Arabian tales, Night 57., &c. 
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breeste playing with the trejfes of a beautiful girl, 
is not agreeably ( a’nd v^rioufly exprdTed. 

The elegy on thp death of Laura \yas in- 
ferted with .(he. famg view of forming a com- 
parifon between the Oriental 'and the Italian 
poetrv: the def-rip-ion of the fountain of Val- 

m ' •‘i 1 ■ • « 

chiufa , or Vallis Claufa, which was clofe to 
Petrarch's ho"f‘,*was added to the e'egy in the 
year 1769, and was compofed on tR» very lpot, 
whi h I could not forbear vifiting, who/i I 
pafled by Avignon. 

The Turk if: Ode on the Spring was fclefled 
from many others in the fame language, writ¬ 
ten *by Mefhi, a poet of great repute at Con- 
fantinople , who lived in the reign of So/i/nan 
the Second, or the'Lawgiver: it is noi unlike the 
Vigil of Venus , wtykh Kas been, aferibed to Ca¬ 
tullus; the meafnre of it is nearly the f?me with 
that of the, Latin poem ; ■and it has, like that, a 
lively burden pt the end of every ftanza: the 
works of Mejihi are preferved in the archives of 
the Royal Society. 

It will be npedlefs, I hope* to apologize’for 
the Pa floral, and the phem up op Chefs , which 
were done as ‘early as at the age of fixtecn or 
feventeen years, and were £ived f; om the lire, 
in preference to a great -many others, "becaule 
they feemed mofe ‘corredlly verlilicd "than the 
reft. 
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It muft not be fuppofed, from my zeal for 
the literature of Afia, that, I mean to place it in 
competition with the beautiful productions of 
the Greeks and Rbmans ; f<pr I am .convinced, 
that whatever changes we make in our opi¬ 


nions, we' always return to the writings of the* 
ancients, as to the ftandaid of true ta‘fte.« 

If the novelty of the following poems fhould 


recommend ‘them to the favour of the reader* 


it rnv^y, probably, be agreeable to him to know, 
that theft are many e thers'of equal or fuocrior 
merit, which have never appeared in .my lan¬ 
guage of Europei and I am perfuaded * at a 
writer, acquainted with the originals, might 
imitate them very happily in his native tonguej 
and that the publiek would neft be difpleafed to 
fee the genuine compo'fitioi\s ,of Arabia and 
Perfa in' an Ehgi:Jh drefs. The heroic poem 
of Fcrduji might be tferfified 91s eafily as the 
Iliad, and I fee no reafon why .the delivery of 
Per/la by Cyrus fhould not be a fubje'dl as inte- 
refting to 'us, as the anger of Achilles, or the 
‘wandering of Ulyjfes. ^ The Odes pf Hafez, and 
of Mefihi, would fuit'our lyrick meafures as 

well as tKofe aferibed to Anacreon ; and the 

* 

feven Arqbick elegies, that were hung up in the 
temple of Mecca , and 'of which there are feveral 
fine copies at Oxford, would, no doubt, be 
high ly acceptable to.fhg lovers of antiquity, and 
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• • 

the admirers of native genius: but when I pro- 
pofe a tranflation .of thefe Oriental pieces, as a 
work likely to meet with fujccefs, I only mean 
to invite my readers, who* have leifure and in- 
duftry, to the ftudy of the languages,, in which 
they, are^ Written, and am Vety far from infinu- 
ating that 1 have* the remoteft defign of per¬ 
forming any part of the talk myfelf ^ for, to fay 
the truth, I fhould not have fuffered eveiythe* 
following trifles, to iee the light, if .1 y-Jre pot 
very defirous of recommending to the learnedT 
world a fpecies of literature, which abounds 
. with fo many new expreflSons, new images, and 
new inventions. 



•SOIJM^X, 


- AN ARAB LIN ECLOGUE, 

wnrnxN' in tiie yea;; 


^ F. maids of Aden, hear a loftier tale 
Than e’er was sung in meadow, bower, or dale. 

The smiles of Abci.di, and Maia’s eyes, 

Where beauty plays, and love in slumber lies; 

The fragrant hyacinths of Azza’s hair, 

That wantoti with the laughing summer-air; 
I.ove-tincfur’d cheeks, whence rotes seek their bloom 
And lips, from whkh the Zephyr steals perfume; 
Invite no more the wild, unpolish’d l^iy, 

I 5 ut fly like dreams before the morning ray- 
Then farewcl, love ! and farewel, youthful tires ! 

A nobler warmth my kindled breast inspires. 

Far bolder notes the listening wood shall fill: 

Flow smooth, ye rivulets ; and, ye gales, be still. 

See von fair groves that o’er Amana rise. 

And with their spicy‘breath embalm the*skies; 
Wt&fe every breeze sheds incense o’er the vales, 

Anc! everv shrub the scent of musk exhales ! 
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See through yon opening glade a glittering scene. 
Lawns ever gay, and meadows ever green! 

Then ask the groves, and ask the vocjl bowers, » 
Who deck’d* theif spiry tops with blooming flowers. 
Taught the Blue stream o’er .sandy vales to flow, 

And the ljrown wild with liveliest # liucs to gloV ? 

* Fair Hlilintg ! the Iplls add dales will sings 
Fair Solima! the distant echoes ring. 

But not with idle shows of wain delight. 

To charm the soul, or to beguile the sight; 

At noon on banks’ of pleasure to repose, ' 

Where bloom intwin’d the lily, junk, and rose; 

Not iti proud 4>iles to.heag the ryghtly feast, 

Trli morn with pearls has deck’d the glowing east;— 



And bade all Eden* spring before our eycs» 

Far other thoughts ^er heavtnly mir^l cntplcy, 

(Hence, empty pride ! and lienee, delusive jdV !) 

To cheer with sweet repast file fainting guest; 

To lull the wejjrv on tli»couch of rest; 

To warm*the traveller numb’d with winter’s cold; 

• • 

The young to cherish, to support the olcH"** 

The sad to comfort, and the weal? protect; 

r - # # 

The poor to shelter, and tile lost direct:— 

• • * * 

These arc her cares, and this her glorious Pa$k; 

Can heaven a nobler give, or mortals ask ? 

• • 

■* It was net easy in this pa it ot the translation to avoid a turn «iff!;'.»s 
to that of Pope in the ktiown Jc-oripticn ol tile .Van of HSs=. 
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Come to these groves, and these life-breathing glades. 

Ye friendless orphans, and ye dowerless maids! 

With eiger haste vour mournful mansions leave, 

Ye weak, that tremble; and, ye sick, that grieve; 

Here shall soft tents, o’er flowery lawns display’d. 

At night defend you, and at noon o’ershade; 

Here rosy health the sweets of life will shower. 

And new delights beguile each varied hour. 

Mourns there a widow, bath’d in streaming tears ? 

Stoi os there a sire beneath the weight of years ? 

Weeps tnere a maid, in pining sadness left. 

Of tender parents, and of hope, bereft ? 

To Solima their sorrows they bewail; 

To Solima they pour their plaintive tale. 

She hears; and, radiant as the star of day. 

Through the thick forest gains her easy way : 

She asks what cares the joyiess train, oppress, 

What sickness wastes them, or what wants distress; 

And, as they mourn, she steals a tender sigh. 

Whilst all her soul sits melting, in her eyp: 

Then with a smile the healing balm bestows. 

And sheds a tear of pity o’er their woes, 

Which, as it drops, some soft-eyed angql bears 
1 . 

Transform’d to pearl, and in his bosom, wears. 

When, chill’d with fear, the trembling pilgrim roves 
Through pathless deserts, and through tangled groves. 
Where mantling darkness -spreads her dragon wing, 

And birds of death their fatal dirges ring, 
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While vapours pale a dreadful glimmering cast. 

And thrilling horrour hotels in every blast; 

She cheers his gloom with streams of bursting light. 

By day a sui», a beaming moon by night; 

Darts through the quivering.shades her heavenly ray. 
And spreads with rising flowers^ his solitary way. 

Ye ht&vens, for tljis ire Showers of sweetness shed 
Your mildest influence o’er her favour’d head ! 

Long may her nam£, which distant climes shall praise. 
Live in our notes, and blossom in our lays ! 

And, like an odorbus plant, syhose blushing*flower 
Paints every dale, and sweetens every bower. 

Borne to the sjcies in clouds of,soft perfume 
For ever flourish, and for ever bloom! 

These grateful songs, ye maids and youths, renew, 

• • f 

While fresh-blown *violets driqjc the pearly # dew; 

• 

O’er Azib’s banks w^ile lotfedorn damsels rq ye, 

And gales of fragrance breathe from Hager’s gtovc. 

So sung^the youth, whose*sweetly-warbled strains 
Fair Mena heard, and SaJ>a’s spicy plains. 

Sooth’d wkh l’is lay, the ravish’d air was calm. 

The winds scarce whisper'd o’er the wavin^pahn; 

The camels bounded o’er the flowxxy lawn, 

I,ike the swift ostrich, or the sportful fawn; 

* ^ a • 

Their silken baftds the listening rose-buds rent. 

And twin’d tljeir blossoms round liis # vocal tent: 

• * 

He sung, till on the bank tbe # moonlight slept, * 

And closing flowerj beneath the niglit-dew w»pt; 
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Then ceas’d, and slumber’d in the lap of rest 
Till the shrill lark had left his^low-built nest. 
Now hastes the swain to tune his, rapturous tales 
In other meadows, and in other vales.. 



THE 


PALACE OF FORTUNE, 

JX IXDUX TALE. ' 

I 

W«urj’E\ IN' THE YEAR I7w» 

Mil ,D was the vernal gale, .and calm the cfty. 
When Maia near a crvstal fountain lav, 

Young Maia,.fairest of the bli*e-eyei maids, 

That rot’d at noon in Tibet’s musky shades; 

But, hanlv, wandering through the fields of air. 
Some fiend had whisper’d—Maia, thou ark fair ! 

I lence swelling |irii^:‘ had ViM’d her sample breast. 
And rising passions rebb’d her mimf of rest; * 

In courts,am! glittering totvfcrs she wish’d to dwell, 
A lid scorn’d her labouring parent’s lowly cell. 

And now*, as gazing o’er the glassy stream, 

. • 

She saw her blooming cheek’s reflected l*eaTn, 

Her tresses brighter than the mooting sky, 

* • • ( 

And the mild reliance of her sparkling eye, 

• * 

Low sighs and trickling tears by turns shehstole. 

And thus discharg’d the anguish ofjhur soul : 

• • 

Why glow those cheeks, if unadmir’d they glow : 

* 

“ W hy flow thosg tit-sscs, if unprais’d they Ifow ? 
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“ Why dart those eyes their liquid ray serene, 

“ Unfelt their influence, and their light unseen ? 

“Ye heavens ! was that love-breathing bosom made 
“ To warm dull groves, and cheer the lonely glade ? 

“ Ah, no: those blushes, that enchanting face, 

“ Some tJip’stried hall, or gilded bower, might grace 
“ Might deck the scenes, w litre love and pleasure reign, 
“ And fire with amorous flames the youthful train.” 

While thus she spoke, a sudden biaze of light 
Slict through the clouds, and struck her dazzled sight. 
She rais'd her head, astonish’d, to the skies. 

And veil’d with trembling hands her aching eyes; 

When through the yielding air she saw from far 
A goddess gliding in a golden car. 

That soon descended on the flowery lawn. 

By two fair yokes of starry peacocks drawn : 

A thousand nymphs with many a sprightly glance 
Form’d r^und the radiant wheels an airy dance. 

Celestial shapes ! in fluid light array’d; 

Luce twinkling stars their beamy sandals play’d; 

Their lucid mantles glitter’d in the sun, 

(Webs half ao bright the silkworm never spun) 
Transparent robes, th?t bore the rainbow’s hue. 

And finer than the nets of pearly dew 

That momil.g spreads o’er every opening flower. 

When sportive summer decks his bridal bower. 

The ipieen herself, too fair for mortai sight. 

Sat in the centre of encircling light. 
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Soqruwith soft touch she rais’d the trembling maid. 

And by her side-in Client slumber laid : 

% 

Straight the gay birds display’d their spangled tsajp. 

And flew refulgent through th’ aerial plain ; 

The fairy ban*] their shining pinions .spread. 

And, as they rose, fresh gales of-sweetness shed; 

Fanti’d ViitliMieir flowing^irts* the’sky was mild ; 

And heaven’s blue fields with brighter radiance smil’d. 

Now in a garden Reck’d with verdant benders 

The glittering car descends on bending flowers: 

The goddess still with lsdks divinely fair 

Surveys the sleeping object of her care; 

Then o’er her check her inagick "linger lays. 

Soft as the gate that o’er a violet plays, 

And thus in sounds, that favour’d mortals hear. 

She gen*tl£ whisper* in her ravish’d far: 

“ Awake, sweet maid, and, view this charming scene 
« j • * 

** For ever beauteous, and for ever g»een ; 

Here living rills of purest pectar flow 

• ^ 

“ O’er meads that with unfading flowerets glow; • 

• * 

“ Here aiporotis gales tlieir scented wings display,' 

“ Mov’d by t?ie breath of ever-blooming FJ^y; 

“ Here in the lap of pleasure shaluthou rest, 

■“ Our lov’d comjaftion, and otr honour’d guesf.” 

The damsel bears the Heavenly nofes distil. 

Like melting snow, or like a vernal rill. 

• • • 

She lifts her head, and, on ner arm reclin’d. 

Drinks the sweet accents in her praraftil minda 
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On all around she turns her roving eyes, 

And views the splendid scene with glad surprize; 

Fresh I^y.-ns, and sunny banks, and roseate bowers, 
Hilis'.vld.c with flocks,and meadows gemm’d with flowers; 
Co .1 shades, a sure defence from summer’s ray, 

And silver brooks, where* wanton damsels play, 

Which with soft notes their dynpled crystal roll'd 
O’er colour’d shells and sands cf native gold ; 

A rising fountain play'd from every stream, 

' Snip’d as it rose, and cast a transient gleam, 

Then, gently falling in a vocal sn. ,wer, 

Ilath’d every shrub, and sprinhbd every flower. 

That on the banks, 'ike many a lovely bride. 

View’d in the liquid glass their blushing pride ; 

Whilst on each branch, with purple blossoms hung. 

The sportful birds their joyous descant sung. 

While Maia, thus entrancjddn sweet delight. 

With cachigay objeot fed her eager sight. 

The goddess mildly caught her willing hand, 

An-.' led her trembling o’er the flowery land. 

Soon she beheld, where through an opening gl’Je 
A spacious lake its clear expanse display’d ; 

In mazy curls the flowing jasper wav’d 
O’er its smooth bed with polish’d agaus pav’d ; 

And on a roqk of iefi, by magick rais’d, 

High in the midst a gorgeoits palace blaz'd; 

The sunbeams on the gilded p'ortals glanc’d, 

Play’d on the spires, and on the turrets danc’d ; 
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To four bright gates four ivory bridges led. 

With pearls illumin’d, and with roses spread : 

And now, more radiant thlm the morning sun. 

Her easy way the gliding goddess s^on ? 

Still by her hand she held the fcafful maid. 

And, as she pass’d, the fairies*homage paid : 

Tbty e»ter*<4 straight the sumpttiaift palace-hall. 

Where sili;en*tapestr^ emblaz’d the wall. 

Refulgent tissue, of an heavenly woof; • 

* • * 

And gems xmnumber’d sparkled on the roof. 

On whose blue arch the .flaming diamonds play’d. 

As on a sky with living stars inlav’d ■, 

Of precious diadems a regal store? 

With globes an*d sceptres, .flrew , d*the porphyry floor, 

Rich vests of eastern kings around were spread, 

* And glittcfing zones a starry lustre shed : 

But Maia most admir’d the pearly strings, 

Gay bracelets, golflei# chains, and sparkling rings. 

High in the centre of the palace shone. 

Suspendedmid«air, an op«l throne: 

To this the qu^Cn ascends with royal pride, 

And sets, tlie favour’d damsel by her side. 

Around the throne in mvstick order stand 

/ 

The fairy train,find.wait her high command; 

When thus she speaks : (the maid attentive sips 
Each word tjjat flows, like nectar, from her lips.) 

“ Favourite of heaven, my muth-lov’d Maia, 

“ From me all joys, all earthly blessings, flew: 
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“ Me suppliant men imperial Fortune call, 

“ The mighty empress of yon rolling ball: 

(She rais’d her finger, and the wondering maid 
At distance hung the -dusky globe survey’d. 

Saw the round earth with foaming oceans Rein’d, 
And labouring clouds on mountain-tops sustain’d.) 

** To me has fate the pleasing task assign’d t 
** To rule the various thoughts of humankind ; 

** To catch each rising wish, each ardent prayer, 

“ , 4 r.d some to grant, and some to waste in air. 

“ Ivnc w farther; as I rang’d the, crystal sky, 

I saw thee near the murmuring fountain lie ; 

“ .tlaik’d the rough storm that gather’d in thy breast 
M And knew what care thy joyless soul opprest. 

“ Straight I resolved to bring thee quick relief, 

“ Ease every weigh., and soften every grief; 

“ If in this court contented thou canst live, 

“ And taste the joys these happy gardens give: 

“ But fill thy mind with vain desires no more, 

*And view without a wish yon shining store : 

“ Soon shall a numerous train before me^bend, 

“ And kneeling votaries my shrine attend ; 

“ Warn’d by their empty vanities beware, 

« And scorn the folly of ?ach human prayer.” 

She said ; and straight a damsel of her train 
With tender fingers touch’d a golden chain. 

Now a §oft bell delighted Maia hears, 

That sweetly trembles on her listening cars » 
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Through the calm tjir the melting numbers float. 
And wanton echo lengthens every note. 

Soon through the dome a mingled hum arose, 

■ 

Like the swift stream that o’er a.valley flows } 

Now louder still it grew, and still more loud, 

• 

Ag distanuthunder breaks the bursting cloud: 
Through the*four portals Push’d a various throng, 
That like a wintry torrent pour’d along: 

A croud of every tongue, afld every hue. 

Toward the bright thfrone with eager rapture flew. 

* A lovely stripling stepp’d before the rest 
With hasty pace, and tow’rd the .goddess prest; 

His mien was graceful, and his4opks were mild, 

Aild in.his eye celestial sweetness smil’d: 

Youth’s.purple glow, and beauty’s ropy beam. 

O’er his smooth fheeks diffus’d a lively gleftn j 
The floating ringlets pf his musky hair 
Wav’d on the bosom of the wantpn air: 

With modest grace the goddess he addrest. 

And thoughtless thus prelferr’d his fond request. 

“ Queen o£the world, whose wide-extended sway, 
“ Gay youth, firm manhood, and cold age*o&ey, 

“ Grant me, while life’s fresh blooming roses smile, 

“ The day with Wiried pleasures to beguile; 

“ I 

“ Let me on beds of dewy flowers recline, 

“ And quaff with glowing Jips the sparkling vine; 


• • 
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“ Grant me to feed on beauty’s rifled charms, 

“ And clasp a willing damsel in my arms i 

“ Her bosom fairer than a hill bf snow, 

• 

“ And gently bounding like a playful roej 
“ Her lips more fragrant than the summer air, 

“ And sweet as Scythian musk her hyacinthcne hairjs 
“ Let new delights each danJing<hour employ^ 

“ Sport follow sport, and joy succeed to joy.” 

The goddess grants the simple youth’s request. 
And mildly thus accosts her lpveFy guest: 

*“ On that smooth mirror, full of magick light, 

“ Awhile, dear Maia„ fix thy wandering sight.” 

She looks j and in th’. ebchanted crystal *sees 
A bower o’er-canopied with tufted trees: 

The wanton stripling lies beneath the shade,^ , 

Anil by his*side reclines*a blooming njaid; 

O’er her fair limbs a silken mantle flews. 

Through which her youthful beauty softly glows, 

And part conceal'd, and part disclos’d to sight. 
Through the thin texture casts a ruddy Jight, 

As the ripe clusters of the mantling vine. 

Beneath tfie'verdant foliage faintly shine. 

And, fearing to be vlewr’d by envious day. 

Their glowing ttnfs unwillingly display. 

• . # • • 

The youth, while joy sits sparkling in his eyes. 

Pants on her necR, and on Jier bosom dies ; 

% 

From her smooth pheek fiectareous dew he sips. 

And all 6is soul comes breathing to’his lips. 
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But Maia turns her modest eyes away. 

And blushes to behold their amorous play. 

She looks again, and sees with sad surprize 
On the clear glass far different scenes arise: 

The bower,* which late outshone tile rosy morn, 
O’erhung with weeds she saw, and rough with thorn 
With seings of asps the leafless plants were wreath’d. 
And curling addeA gales of venom breath’d: 

Low sat the stripling on the faded ground/ 

And in a mournful knot his arms were bound ; 

His eyes, that shot before a sunny beam, • 

Now scarcely shed a saddening, dying gleam ; 

Faint as a glimmering taper’s pasted light, 

Qr a dull ray that streaks the cloudy night: 

His crystal vase was on the pavement roll’d. 

And from the bank was fall’n his cup of gold; 

From which th’ envenonrtl slregs of deadlyjhue 

• • • 

Flow’d on the ground in streams of baleful dtW, 
And, slowly stealing through the wither’d bower. 
Poison’d each plant, ant^ blasted every flower ; T 
Fled were hisf slaves, and fled his yielding fair. 

And eath gay phantom was dissolv’d in air* 

Whilst in their place was left a pathless train. 
Despair, and grief? remorse, "and raging pain. * 
Aside the damsel turns her weeping eyes. 

And sad reflections in her bosom ri^e; 

To whom thus mildly speaks^the radiant queen* 

" Take sage examplo from this moral scene}* 

*2 
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“ See, how vain pleasures sting the lips they kiss, 

** How asps are hid beneath the bowers of bliss ! 

“ Whilst ever fair the flower of temperance blows, 

“ Unchang’d her leaf, and without thorn her rose-, 

“ Smiling she darts her glittering branch On high, 

** And spreads her fragrant blossoms to the sky.” 

# Next tow’rd the throne she saw a knight advance; 

Erect he stood, and shook a quivering lance; 

A fiery dragon on his helmet shone; 

And on his buckler beam’d a golden sun; 

O’er his broad bosom blam’d his jointed mail 

With many a gem, and many a shining scale; 

He trod the sounding floor with princely^ mien. 

And thus with haughty words address’d the queen : 

“ Let falling kings beneath my javelin bleed, 

“ A nd bind,my temples ( with a victor’s meed; 

“ Let evccy realm that feels the solar ray, 

“ Shrimc at my frown, and own my regal sway; 

“ Let Ind’s rich banks declare my deathless /ame, 

■ 

“ And trembling Ganges dread my potent name.” 

The queen consented to the warriour’s pray’r. 

And his bi Ight banners floated in the air : 

He bade his darts inspteely tempests fly, 

Flames burst the clouds, and thunder shake the sky; 
Death aim’d his lance, earth trembled at his nod, 

And crimson conquest glow’d where’er he trod. 


* GUmj 
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Arid now the damsel, fix’d in deep amaze, 

Th’ enchanted glass with qpger look surveys : 

She sees the hero in Kis«dusky tent. 

His guards retir’d, «his glimmering taper spent; 

His spear, vairt instrument of.dying jtraise, 

On the rich floor with idle state he lays; 

His gory Alchion near^ his fiillow stood. 

And stain’d the grouhd with drops of purple blood; 

A busy page his nodding helm unlac’d. 

And on the couch his scaly hauberk plac’d. 

# • 

Now on the bed his weary limbs he throws. 

Bath’d in the balmy dew of soft repose : 

In dreams he rushes o’er the glqpmy field. 

He sees new armies fly, new heroes yield; 

•Warm with the vigorous conflict he appears, 

• . ' 

And ev’n in slumber*seems to n\ove the spheres. 

But lo ! the faithless page, tfith stealing tread. 

Advances to the champion’s naked head; 

With his shjrp dagger wounds his bleeding breast. 

And steeps his eyelids in eternal rest: 

Then cries (and waves the steel that drops with gore), 

“ The tyrant dies; oppression is no more.” • * 

* Now came an aged sire with tydhbling pace; 

Sunk were his eye% and pale his ghastly face; 

• • * 

A ragged weed of”dusky hue he wore. 

And on his baclj a ponderous coffer boiyt. 


\ Riches. 
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The queen with faltering speech he thus addrest:. , 
“ O, fill with gold thy true adorer's chest!” 

“ Behold, said she, and wavM her powerful hand, 
“ Where yon rich hills in glittering order c stand: 

“ There load thy coffer with the golden store; 

“ Then -bear it full away, and ask no more.” 

With eager steps he tookjhis hasty way,* <„ 

* r 

Where the bright coin in heaps unnumber’d lay; 
There hung 1 enamour’d o’er the gleaming spoil. 
Scoop’d the gay dross, and bent beneath the toil, 

.But bitter, was his anguish, to - behold 
The coffer widen, and its sides unfold: 

And every time he heap’d the darling ore. 

His greedy chest grew larger than before: 

Till, spent with pain, and falling o’er his hoard. 
With his sharp steel his maddening, breast he gor’d: 
On the lov’d heap he, cast his closing eye. 

Contented on a golden couch to die. 

A stripling, with the fajjr adventure pleas’d. 
Stepp’d forward, and the ihassy coffer seiz’d; 

But with surprize he saw the stores decay, , 

And all tfye long-sought treasures melt a Way : < 
l,n winding streams^he liquid metal roll’d. 

And through the palaci ran a flood of gold. 

* Next .to the shrine advanc’d a rexerend sage, 
WhoM.heard was hoary with the frost of fege; 


* Knowledge. 



THE PALACE OF FORTUNE, 


His, few gray locks a sable fillet bound. 

And his dark mantle’flow’d along the ground: 
Grave was his port, yet^show’d a'bold neglect. 

And fill’d the, young beholder with respect; 

Time’s envious hand had plough’cf hit, wrinkled face. 
Yet on those wrinkles sat superiour grace; 

Stiff "full qf fife appear’d his.vivid eyej 

Darted quick Seams, *and seem’d to pierce the sky.' 

At length, with gentle voiceband look serene* 

He wav’d his hand, and thus address’d the queen: 

“ Twice forty wiptersely my beard with snow, 

“ And age’s chilling gusts around me blow: 

“ In early youth, by contemplation led, 

“ With high pursuits my flatter’d’thoughts were fed 
“ To nature first my labours were confin’d, 

“ And all her charity were open’d to fny mind, 

• • 

“ Each flower that glisten’d an the, morning dew, 

" And every shrub that in the forest grew: 

“ From earth to heaven I cast,my'wondering eyes, 

“ Saw suns unnumher’d sparkle in the skies, 

. • 

“ Mark’d tlje just progress of each rolling sphere, 

“ Described the* seasons, and reform’d the yeaj. 

At length sublimer studies I begap, 

“ And fix’d my level'll telescqpt? on man j 

“ Knew all his powers, and all his passions tipc’d, 

“ What virtue rais’d him, and what vice debas’d; 

• * • 

“ But when I saw his knowledge so confin’d, 

“ Go vain his wishes, aijd so weak his*mind. 
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“ His soul, a bright obscurity at best, 

" And rough with tempests his afflicted breast, 

** Histlife, a flower, ere evening sure to fade, 

“ His highest joys, the shadow of a shade: 

** To thy fair court-1 took my weary way,* 

** Bewail *my folly, and heaven’s laws obey, 

“ Confess my feeble mind for prayers unfit, 

** And to my Maker’s will my soul submit: 

“ Great empress of yon orb that rolls below, 

*‘-On me the last best gift of heaven bestow.” 

. He spoke : a sudden cloud His senses stole. 

And thickening darkness swam o’er all his soul; 

His vital spark her earthly cell forsook. 

And into air her fleeting progress took. 

Now from the throng a deafening sound was heard. 
And all at once their various prayers-preferr’d; 

The goddess, wearied withuthe noisy croud. 

Thrice wfciv’d her silver wand, and spoke aloud : 

“ Our ears no more with vain petitions tire, 

■if* But. take unheard whate’er you first desire.” 

She said : each wish’d, and what he wish’d obtain’d; 
And wild confusion in the palace reign’d. 

But Maia, now grown senseless with delight. 

Cast on an emerald ring her.roving sight; 

And, ere she. could’survey the frest with-care. 

Wish’d on her hand the precious gem to wear. 

Sudden the palace vanish’d from her sight. 

And the gay fabrick melted into night} 
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But ( * in its place, she view’d with weeping eyes 
Huge rocks around Iier, jnd sharp cliffs arise : 

She sat deserted on th§ naked shore. 

Saw the curb’d w^ves, and heard the tempest roar; 
Whilst on her-finger shone the fatal ring, 

A weak defence from hunger’s pointed sting, • 

From sad remorse, from comfortless despair, 

• • 

And all the painful*family of care ! 

Frantick with grief*her rosy cheek she tore* 

And rent her locks, Jier darling charge no more: 

But when the night hi^ raven wing had spread. 

And hung with sable every mountain’s head. 

Her tender limbs were numb’c^ with biting cold, 

* • • 

Apd round her feet the curling billows roll’d; 

With trembling arms a rifted crag she grasp’d. 

And tl*e rough rook with hard embraces clasp’d. 

While thus sfie stood, and made a pierciijg moan, 

• • • 

By chance her emerald touch’d the nigged stone; 
That moment gleam’d from .heaven a golden ray. 

And taught the gloom to counterfeit the day : 

A winged youth, for mortal eyes too fair. 

Shot likfb a meteor through the dusky air; » 

His heavenly charms o’ercame hew dazzled sight, < 

And drown’d her senses in « flood of light; 

His sunny plumes descending he display’d,* 

And softly thus address’d the mournful maid: 

“ Say, thou, who dost’yon wondrous ring pdSsess, 
ff What cares disturb thee, or what wants oppress; 
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“ To faithful ears disclose thy secret grief, 

“ And hope (so heaven ordains) a quick relief.” 

The jnaid replied, “ Ah, sacred genius, bear 
** A hopeless damsel from this land of xare: 

“ Waft me to softer climes and lovelier plains, 

“ Where nature smiles, and spring eternal reigns.” 

She spoke* and swifter than fhe glance of thought 
To a fair isle his sleeping charge he brought. 

Now morrpng breath’d: the scented air was mild, 
Eaeh meadow blossom’d, and each valley smil’d * 

On every shrub the pearly dewdrops hung. 

On every branch a feather’d warbler sung; 

The cheerful spring her flowery chaplets wove. 

And incense-breathing gales perfum’d the grove. 

The damsel rose; and, lost m glad surprize. 

Cast round the gay expanse her opening eyes. 

That shone with pleasure like.* starry beam. 

Or moonlike sparkling on a silver stream. 

She thought some nymph must haunt that lovely scene, 
Sf)me woodland goddess, or some fairy queen; 

At least she hop’d in some sequester’d vale 
To hear the shepherd tell his amorous tale : 

Led by these flattering,hopes from glade to glade. 

From lawn to lawn with hasty steps she stray’d; 

But not a nymph by stream or fountain stood. 

And not a fairy glided through the wood ; 

Na-darn^pl wanton’d o’er the dewy flowers. 

No shepherd sung beneath the rosy .bowers: 
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On ffvery side she saw vast mountains rise. 

That thrust their daring frreheads in the skiesj 
The rocks of polish’d alabaster seem’d, 

And in the sun their lofty summits gleam’d. 

She call’d aldtid, but not a vpice replied. 

Save echo babbling from the mountain’s side. * 

* . * • • * • 

By this had night o’eroatt the gloomy scene. 

And twinkling stars emblaz’d the blue serene. 

Yet on she wander’d till with grief opprest • 

She fell; and, falling, smote her snowy breast; 

Now to the heavens her guilty head she rears. 

And pours her bursting sorrow into tears; 

Then plaintivq speaks, “ Ah !, fond mistaken maid 
“ .How was thy mind by gilded hopes betray’d ! 

“ Why didst thou wish for bowers and flowery lulls, 

* • # 

“ For smiling meadows, and for purling rtfls ; 

“ Since on those hills no /oath ar damsel rgves, 

• • • 

4 ‘ No shepherd haunts the solitary groves ? 

“Ye meads that glow with.intermingled dyes, 

“Ye flowering palms thjit from yon hillocks risej < 
“Ye quivering brooks that softly murmur by, 

“Ye panting gales that on the branches dia; 

“ Ah! why has Nature through her gay domain 

“ Display’d yoiy b'eauties, yet display’d in vain*? 

# • 

“In vain, ye flbwers, you boast your vernal bloom, 

“ And wastq in barren air your fresji perfume. 

“ Ah ! leave, ye wanton t>irds, yon lonely spra/J" 

“ Unheard you warble, and unseen you play* 
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“ Yet stay till fate has fix'd my early doom, ‘ 

** And strow with leaves a hapless damsel’s tomb. 

** Somd grot or grassy bank shall be my bier, 

*‘ My maiden herse unwater’d with a tear.” 

Thus while she mdurns, o’erwhelm’d ill deep despair. 
She rends her silken robes, and golden hair : 

Her fatal ring, the cause of all' her woes, 

On a hard rock with maddening rage'she throws; 

The gem, rebounding from the stone, 1 displays 
Its verdant hue, and sheds refreshing rays : 

Sudden descends the genius of the ring. 

And drops celestial fragrance from his wing ; 

"then speaks, “ Who calls me from the realms of day * 
** Ask, and I grant; command, and I obey.” 

She drank his meking words with ravish’d ears. 

And shopp’d the gushing current of hef tears; 

Then kiss’d his skirts, that like a ruby glow’d. 

And said, ** O bear ‘me to my sire’s abode.” 

Straight o’er her eyes a shady veil arose, 

AnH all'her soul was lull’d in still repose. 

By this with flowers the rosy-finger’d dawn 
Had spread each dewy hill and verdurous lawn; 

She arak’d, and saw a new-built tomb that stood 

^ i, 

In the dark bosom of a solemn' wood, 

While these sad sounds her trembling earf invade: 

“ Beneath yon marble sleeps thy father’s shade.” 

She'^igh% she wept; she struck her pensive breast. 

And bade hfc urn in peaceful slumber rpst. 
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A»d now in silence o’er the gloomy land 
She saw advance a slowly-winding band; 

Their cheeks were veiled, their robes of mournful.hue 
Flow’d o’er tjie layn, and swept the pearly dew; 

O’er the fresh turf they sprinkled sweet perfume. 
And strow’d with flowers the venerable tomb. • 

A graceful diafron walk’d,before the train, 

• • 

And tun’d in notes ftf wo the funeral strain : 

"W hen from her faoe her silken veil she dr&ir. 

The watchful maid her aged mother knew. 
O’erpowered with bursting joy she runs to iryset 

The mourning dame, and falls before her feet. 

* 

The matron with surprize her ^laughter rears, 

* • , • 

Hangs on her neck, and mingles tears with tears. 
Now o’er the tomb their hallow’d rites they pay, 

And form* with lamps an artificial day : 

• * 

Erelong the damsel reach’d 1 her native vale, , 

• • • 

And told with joyful heart her moral* tale; 

Resign’d to heaven, and lost to all beside, 

• # 

She liv’d contented, and contented died. 



SF'^N FOUNTAINS, 

AN EASTERN ALLEGORY. 

WRITTEN IN TIIE VIMR !7u7. 


Deck’d- with fresh garlands, like a rufal bride. 

And with the crimson streamer’s waving pride, 

A wanton bark was -floating o’er the m'ain. 

And seem’d with scorn to view the azure plain: 

Smooth were the waves; and scarce a whisper ing gale 

Farm’d w'th his gentle'plumes the silken sail. 

, • • * 

High on the buenish’d deck, a gilded throne 
* • 

With orient pearls and beaming diamonds shone; 

Dn which reclin’d a youth of graceful mien, 

w 

His sandals purple, and his mantle gr< 4 cn ; 

« 

His locks in ringlets o’er his shoulders soil’d^ 

And on his cheek appear’d the downy gold. 

Around him stood a v tr,nin of smiljpg boys, 

Jporting with*idje cheer and mirthful toys ; 

4 - 4 * 

*Ten comely striplings, girt with spanglfd wings, 
JJew piercing fl&tes,* or torch’d the quitering strings j 


* The follies of youth 
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Tent more, in cadence to the sprightly strain, 

Wak’d with their golden oars the slumbering mains 
The waters yielded "tostheir guiltless blows. 

And the green billows sparkled as they rose. 

Long timd die barge had .danc’d dlong the deep. 
And on its glassy bosom seem’d to sleep ; * 

* fiut ntfw ^glittering isle* arose in view. 

Bounded with hillocks of a verdant hue: 

Fresh groves and rbseate bowers appear'd above 

(Fit haunts, be sure, pf pleasure and of love), 

• • 

And higher still a thousand blazing spires • 

Seem’d with gilt tops to threat the heavenly fires. 
Now each fair stripling plied his labouring oar. 

And straight the pinnace struck the sandy shore. 
The youth arose, and, leaping on the strand. 

Took his lone way*along the silver sand ; , 

While the light bark, and hli the airy crew,, 

• • • 

Sunk like a mist beneath the briny dfew. 

With eager steps the young adventurer stray’d 
Through many^ a grove, and many a winding gladb : * 
At long tie he heard the chime of tuneful strings. 
That sweetly floated on the Zephyr’s wings ( 

+ And soon a band of damsels blitiTe and fair, 

* • ' 

With flowing nwntles and dishevePd hair. 

Rush’d with quick pace along the solemn \Pood, 
Where rapt ip wonder and delight he stood : 

'_Thr world. The follies and vanities of tfie worU- 
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In loose transparent robes they were array’d. 

Which half their beauties hid. and half display’d. 

A lovely nymph approach’d h : m with a smile. 

And said, “ O, welcome to this blissful islf t 
“ For thou art he, whom ancient bards foretold, 

“ Doom’d in our clime to bring an age of gold: 

“ Hail, sacred king ! and from thy subject’s lund, 

“ Accept the robes and sceptre of the land.” 

“ Sweet maid, said he, fair learning’s heavenly beam 
“ O’er my young mind ne’er shed her favouring gleam 
“ Nor has my arm e’er hurl’d the fatal lance, 

“ While desperate legions o’er the plain advance. 

?> 

“ How should a simple vouth, unlit to bear 
“ The steely mail, that splendid mantle wear!” 

“ Ah ! said the damsel, from this happy shore, 

“We banish wisdom, and her idle lore ; * 

“ No clarions here the strains of battle' sing, 

“ With notes of mirth our joyful valleys ring. 

“ Peace to the brave! o’er us the beauteous reign, 

" And ever-charming pleasures form our train.” 

Tins said, a diadem, inlay’d with pearls. 

She plac’d respectful on his golden curls 
Another o’er his graceful shoulder threw 
A silken mantle of the rose’s hue, ' 

Which, clasp’d with studs of gold, behind him flow’d. 
And through the folds his glowing bosom show’d. 
■^Hfeirtn a car, by snow-white coursers drawn, 
led him o’er the dcw-bcsprinkled lawn. 
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Through groves of joy and arbours of delight. 

With all that could allure ^tis ravish’d sight; 

Green hillocks, meads, ^nd rosy grots, he view’d, • 
And verduroys plajns with winding streams bedew’d. 
On every bank^and under every shade, 

A thousand youths, a thousand damsels play’d jr 

Sorrte wawtortly were trippjng in a ring 

• • 

On the soft border of a gushing spring ; 

While some, reclining in th$ shady vales. 

Told to their smiling loves their amorous tales: 

But when the sportful trtnn beheld from far . 

The nymphs returning with the stately car. 

O’er the smooth plain with hasty steps they came, 

• • • 

Aryl hail’d their youthful king with loud acclaim ; 

, With flowers’of every tint the paths they strow’d. 

And cast their chaplets on the hallow’d roaj. 

At last they reach’d the Itosomof a wood,, 

• • • 

Where on a hill a radiant palace stood ; 

A sumptuous dome, by hands immortal made, 

• • 

Which on its walls and oiy its gates display’d 
The gems that in the rocks of Tibet glow. 

The pearls that in the shells of Ormus grow. • 

And now a numerous train advanct"to meet 

• . - 

The youth, descejidfhg from«his regal seat; 

Whom to a rich and spacious hall they led,* 

With silken carpets delicately spread ; 

There on a throne, with gems unnumber’d grac’d. 
Their lovely king six blooming damsels plac’d*, 

* The pleasures of the senses. 
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And, meekly kneeling, to Iiis modest hand 
They gave the glittering sceptre of command; 

Then an six smaller thrones they,sat reclin’d. 

And watch’d the rising transports of his mind: 

When thus the youth a blushing nymph ^d^lress’d, 

And, as In' spoke, her hand with rapture press’d: 

“ Say, gentle damsel, may J ask unblam’d, „ 

“ How this gay isle, and splendid seats are nam’d ? 

* ( And you, /.lir queens of beauty and of grace, 

“ Are you of earthly or celestial race ? 

“To me the world’s bright treasures were unknown, 

“ Where late l wander’d, pensive and alone; 

“ And, slowly winding on my native shore, 

“ Saw the vast ocean roll, but saw no more; 

“ Till from the waves with many a charming song, 

“ A barge arose, and gavly mov’d a\ong : 

“ The jolly rowers reach’d, the yielding - sands, 

“ Allur’d' my step:* and wav’d their shining hands ; 

“ I went, saluted by tlrts vocal train, 

ft An-1 the swift pinnace cleav’d the waves again ; 

“ When on this island struck the gilded prow, 

“ I landed full of joy : the rest you know. 

“ jShort is the story qf my tender years: 

“ Now speak, sweet nymph, and chat m mylistening ears.’ 

“ These are the groves, for 'ever deck'd with flowers, 
“ The maid replied, and these the fragrant bowers, 
'"* i “'vWsore Love and Pleasure hold their airy court, 

“ .The seat of bliss, of sprightliness, and sport ; 
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<c i\n«i we, dear youth, are nymphs of heavenly line ; 

" Our souls immortal, as <*ur forms divine : 

“ For Maia, fill’d with Zephyr’s warm embrace, 

“ In caves and forests cover’d her disgrace ; 

“ At last she Mated on this peaceful s'horc. 

Where in yon grot a lovclv boy she bore, 

• • #' • • 

“ Whom.<ro*U and wild a»d frolick from his birth 

“ Site nurs’d in myrflc bowers, and call’d him Mirth. 

<c lie on a summer’?morning chanc’d to rot*; 

“ Through tire green labyrinth of some shady grove, 

“ Where, by a dimpled rivulet’s verdant side,* 

“ A rising bank, with woodbine edg’d, he spied-s 

“ There, veil’d with flowerets of a thousand hues, 

• • • 

“ 4 nvmph lay bath’d in slumber’s balmy dews; 
(This maid by some, for some our race defame, 

“ Was Folly call’d, but Pleasure was her napie :) 

_ • 

“ Iler mantle, like the skv In*April, blue, • 

• , • 

“ 1 lung on a blossom’d brancli that ndar her gr£W; 

“ For, long disporting in the silver stream, 

• • 

“ She shunn’d the blazing.day-star’s sultry beam ;• 

“ Ami, ores she could conceal her naked charms, 

“ Sleep caught her trembling in his downy*arms: 

“ Borne on the wings of Love, he flew, and press’d 
“ Her breathing £osom to hi*; eager breast. 

“ At his wild theft the rosy morning blush’it, 

“ The rivulet* smil’d, and all the woods were hush’d. 
“ Of these fair parents on this blissful coast 
“ (Parents like Mirth and Pleasure who can boSst:) 

L 2 
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“ I with five sisters, on one happy iporn, 

“ All fair alike, behold us no#, were born. 

“ When they to brighter region^ took their way, 

“ By Love invited to tjie realms of ddy, ‘ 

* If 

“ To us they gave this large, this gay domain, 

“ And said, departing, Here let Beauty reign. 

** Then reign, fair prince, in thee nil beauties shine, 

4* 

“ And, ah ! we know thee of no mortal line.” 

I 

She said; the king with rapid ardour glow’d. 

And the swift poison through his bosom flow’d: 

But while she spoke he cast his eyes around 

To view the dazzling rpof, and spangled ground; 

Then, turning ■with ama'ze from side to side. 

Seven golden doors, that richly shone, he spied. 

And said, “ Fair nymph (but let me not be bold), 

* ‘ What mein those doors that blaze with burnish’d gold 
« « ** 

** To six gay bowers, the maid replied, they lead, 

O • 

“ Where Spring eterpal crowns the glowing mead j 

*' Six fountains there, that, glitter as they play. 

Rise to the sun with many* a colour’d^ ray.” 

** But the seventh door, said he, what beauties grace ?” 

« 

“ O, ’tis a cave, a dark and joyless place, 

r * 

•< A $cene of nameless deeds, and magick spells. 

Where day ne’er shines, and pleasure never dwells; 

“ Think not of that. But come, my royal friend, 

»« And see what‘joys* thy favour’d steps attend.” 

She spoke, and pointed to the nearest door: 

*» » 

Swift he descends; the damsel flies before; 
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Shg turns the lock; it opens at command $ 

The maid and stripling eater hand in hand. 

The wondering youth beheld an opening glade. 

Where in th* midst a crystal fountain play’d # *, 

The silver sarftlS, that on its bottom grew, 

*Were strown with pearls and gems of varied hfle ; 

The diarrfbntl sparkled like "the star of day. 

And the soft topaz ihed a golden ray } 

Clear amethysts combin'd their purple gleam* 

With the mild emerald’s sight-refreshing beam; 

The sapphire smil’d like*yon blue plain abovo, 

And rubies spread the blushing tint of love. 

* 

“ These are the waters of eterryd light, 

• * * 

“ The damsel said, the stream of heavenly sight; 

See, in this cup (she spoke, and stoop’d to fill 
“ A vase of jasper with the sacred rill), # 

“ See, how the living wateft bound and shine, 

“ Which this well-polish’d gem can searce confitie!” 

From her soft hand the lucid jurn he took, 

• • 

And quaff’d the nectar wi^i a tender look: 

* 

Straight from his eyes a cloud of darkness flew. 

And all the scene was open’d to his view ; , . 

Not all the groves, where ancient bards have told, 

Of vegetable gems, ahd blooming gold; 

Not all the bowers which bft in flowery lavs* 

And solemn tales Arabian poets praise,: 


Sight.. 
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Though streams of honey flow’d through every mead. 
Though balm and amber dropp’d from every reed; 
Held half the sweets that Nature s ample hand 
Had pour’d luxuriant o’er this wondrous hold. 

All flowerets here their mingled rays diffuse. 

The rainbow’s tints to these were vulgar hues ; 

All birds that in the stream their pinion dip. 

Or from the brink the liquid crystal sip, 

Or show their beauties to the sunny skies. 

Here wav’d their plumes that shone with varying dyes 
Eut chiefly he, that o’er t]je verdant plain 
Spreads the gay eyes which grace his spangled train ; 
And he, who, proudW staling, loves to sfyow 
His mantling wings and neck of downy snow ; 

Nor absent he, who learns the human sound. 

With wavy gold and moving emeralds crown’d ; 
Whose head and breast with polish’d sapphires glow. 
And on’whose wing the gems of Indus grow. 

The monarch view’d their "beauties o’er and o’er. 

He was all eye, and look’d frcm every pore. 

Hut now the damsel calls him from his trance •, 

And o’er the" lawn delighted they advance : 

T'nev pass the hall ailorn’d with royal sjate. 

And enter now ^vith joy the second gr/c 

A sootliiifg sound he heard (but tasted first 

• 

The gushing stream tlpat from the valley hurst 1, 


* Hearing.. 
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And m the shade beheld a youthful quire 

That touch’d with flying bands the trembling lyre : 

Melodious notes, drawn’out with magict art. 

Caught with ffwect'cxtasy his ravish’d heart; 

An hundred nymphs their cliarnting descants play’d, 

• 

Vnd melting voices died along tliojrladc; 

I'he tuneful stream that murmur’d as it rose. 

The birds that on the trees bewail’d their woes. 

The houghs, made vocal by the whispering stale. 

Join’d their soft strain, and warbled through the vale. 

• t 9 ' 

The concert ends: 'and now tl\e stripling hears 
A tender voice that strikes his wondering ears; 

\ beauteous bii;d, in our rude crimes unknown, 

Tlait ( n a leafy arbour sits alone. 

Strains Iris sweet throat, and waves his purple wings, 

* * 

•\nd thus in human'accents softly sings : , 

9 

“ Rise, lovely pair, a sweeter bower invites 

Vour eager steps, a bower of new delights; ' 

» 

“ \h ! crop the flowers of pleasure while they blow, 

* 9 

“ Ere winter hides them in a veil of snow. 

Youth, like a thin anemone, displays 
“ His silken leaf, and in a morn decays. 

“ .See, gentle vquth, a lily-bosom’d’bride ! 

“ See, nymph, r*blooming stripling by thy side f — 

“ Then haste, and bathe your souls in soft delights, 

“ A sweeter bow’r your wandering s^eps invites.” 

He ceas’d; the slender branch, from which he flew, 

x 

Bent its fair head, and’sprinkled pearly dew. ' 
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The damsel smil’d; the blushing youth was pleas’d. 
And by her willing hand his charmer seiz’d: 

The lonely nymph, who sigh’d for'sweeter joy. 

To the third gate * conducts the amorous boy; 

She turns the key; her cheeks like rosei bloom. 
And on the lock her fingers drop perfume. 

His ravish’d sense a scene'*of pleasure meets, 

A maze of joy, a paradise of sweets; 

But first his lips had touch’d th’ allifring stream. 
That through the grove display’d a silver gleam. 
Through jasmine bowers, and violet-scented vales. 
On silken pinions flew the wanton gales, 

Arabian odours on the plants they left. 

And whisper’d to the woods their spicy theft ; 
Beneath the shrubs, that spread a trembling shade, 
Th" musky roes, and fragrant civets, play’d. 

As when a* eve an Eastern merchant roves 
From ffadramut to Aden’s spikenard groves. 

Where some rich caravan not long before 
Has pass’d, with cassia fraught, and balmy store. 
Charm’d with the scent that hills and vales diffuse. 
His grateful journey gayly he pursues j 
Thus pleas’d, the monarch fed his eager soul. 

And from each breeze a cloud of fragrance stole: 
Soon the fourth door f he pass'd with eager haste. 
And the fourth stream was nectar to his taste. 


* Smell. 


+ Taste. 



THE SEVEN FOUNTAINS. 

Before his eyes, on agate columns rear’d. 

On high a purple canopy appear’d ; 

And under it in stately form was plac’d 
A table with a thousand vases grac'd ; 

I.aden with aH the dainties that are found 
'In air, in seas, or on the fruitful ground. 

Here the "fair youth reclin’d with decent pride, 

Jlis wanton nymph was seated by his side: 

All that could pleasa the taste the happy pa’lr 
Cull’d from the loaded board with curious care ; 
O’er their enchanted heids a mantling vine 
His curling tendrils wove with amorous twine } 

From the green stalks the glowing clusters hung 
Like rubies on a thread of emeralds strung; 

With these were other fruits of every hue. 

The pale, the red, the golden, and the blue. 

An hundred smiling pages stood around. 

Their shining brows with wreaths of myrtle bound; 
They, in transparent cups of .agate, bore 
Of sweetly-sparkling wines a precious store •, 

The stripling sipp’d and revel’d, till the sun 
Down heaven's blue vault his daily course had run ; 
Then rose, and, follow’d by the gentle maid. 

Op’d the fifth door** : a stream before them play’d. 

The king, impatient for the cooling draught. 

In a full cup the mystic nectar quaff’d j 


hit 


* Tuucii. 
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Then with a smile (he knew no higher bliss) 

From her sweet lip he stoic a balmy kiss: 

On the smooth bark of violets tlA-y’ reclin'd ; 

And, whilst a chaplet’for his brow she, twined. 

With his soft cheek? her softer cheek he pA?ss’dy 

His pliant* arms were folded round her breast.^ 

She smil’d, soft lightning darttpl front her eyes? 

And from his fragrant seat she bade Itim rise ; 

Then, while*a brighter blush her face o’erspread. 

To the sixth gate* her willing guejt she led. 

, The golden lock she softly tufn’d around ; 

The moving hinges gave a pleasing sound : 

The boy delighted ran wp.li eager haste. 

And to his lips the living fountain plac'd; 

The mag'ck water pierc’d his kindled brain, 

Anc^a strange venom shot from vein* to vein. ’ 

Whatever cjiarms he saw in tuber bowers. 

Were here combined, fruits, musick, odours, flowers 

A couch besides, with softest silk o’erlaid ; 

And, sweeter still, a lovely, yielding maid. 

Who now more charming seem’d, and not so coy. 

And in hcr.aiyns infolds the blusliing boy: ' 

They sport and wan iron, till, with sleep oppress’d* 

Likgjpvo fresh rose-buds oi* one stalk, ^hey rest. 

1 

When morning spread arourfd her purple flame* 

To the sweet couch the five fair sisters came* 

• » 7 


* Tire sensual pleasure unjted. 
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Tl;ef hail’d the bridegroom with a cheerful voice. 
And bade him make witl* speed a second choice. 
Hard task to choose," When all alike were fair 1 
Now this, now tliat, engag’d his dnxfous care; 

Then to the ?ii*st who spoke his hanfl he lent; 

'j'he rest retir'd, and whisper’d as they went. • 

• *, i t • ■ 

The priiree enamour’d view’d his second bride; 

• • 

They left the botvef, and wander’d side by side, 
IVith her he charril’d his ears, with her ht»sight; 
With her he pass’d t{ie day, with her the night. 
Thus all by turns-the sprightly stranger led, 

• And all by turns partook his nuptial bed ; 

Hours, days, and months, in pleasure flow’d away; 

" • • 

All laugh’d, all sweetly sung, and all were gay. 

So had he wanton’d threescore davs and seven. 
More blest, he thought, than anv son of heaven ; 

Till on a morn, with sigh* »nd streaming tfars, 

• » • 

The train of nymphs before his bed "appears; 

And thus the youngest of the sfsters speaks, 

• , , 

Whilst a sad shower rur^; trickling down her cheek*; 

“ A ceistom which we cannot, dare not fail 
“ (Such are the laws that in our isle prev»ii)| 

“ Compels us,^ prince, to leave thee here alone, 

“ Till thrice the sim his rising front lias shown 
“ Our parents,'whom, *alas ! we must ohey, 

“ Expect u*s # at a splendid feast to-d^y; 

“ What joy to us can all their splendour give ? 

“ With thee, with only thee, wc wish to live. 
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** Yet may we hope, these gardens will afford 
“ Some pleasing solace to our absent lord ? 

“ Six golden keys, that ope yon Blissful gates, 

** Where joy, eternal joy, thy steps awaits, 

** Accept: the seventh (but that you heard ’before) 

* f Leads to a cave, where ravening monsters roar; 

“ A sullen, dire, inhospitable* cell, 
tl Where deathful spirits and magicians dwell. 

*•' Farewel, dear youth; how will our "bosoms burn 
** For the sweet moment of our blest return !” 

The king,, who wept, yet knew his fears were vain. 
Took the seven keys, and kiss’d the parting train. 

A glittering car, which bounding coursers drew. 

They mounted straight, and through the forest flew. 

The youth, unknowing how to pass the day, 
Review’d the bowers, and heard the fountains play; 
By hands uns°en whate’er he wish’d was brought; 

And pleasures rose obedient to his thought. 

Yet all the sweets, that ravish’d him before. 

Were tedious now, and charm’d his soul no more ; 
Less lovely still, and still less gay they grew; 

He sigh’d, lie.wish’d, and long’d for something new: 
^Jack. to the hail he turn’d his weary feet. 

And sa* repining on his royal seat. 

Now on the seventh bright gate he casts his eyes. 

And in his bosom rose a bold surmise: 

“ The nymph, said be, was sure dispos’d to jest, 

** Who talk'd of dungeons in a place so blest: 
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“ What harm to open, if it be a cell 

<l Where deathful spirits^and magicians dwell ? 

“ If dark or foul, I-need not pass the door; 

“ If new or,strar\ge, my soul desires Vo more.” 

He said, anchrose ; then took th*e galden keys. 

And op’d the door: the hinges mov’d with ease. 

* • . # 

Before* hft eyes appear’d, a sullen gloom, 

• . * 

Thick, hideous, wild; a cavern, or a tomb. 

Yet as he longer gaz’d, he # saw afar 

A light that sparkled like a shooting star. 

He paus’d : at las*, by*»<5me kind angel led,_ 

He enter’d, and advanc’d with cautious tread. 

Still as he walk’d, the light appear’d more clearj 

IJope sooth’d him then, and scarcely left a fear. 

At length an aged sire surpriz’d he saw. 

Who fill'd his bosem with a sacred awe *: 

A book he helS, which, asj-ccljn’d he lay. 

He read, assisted by a taper’s ray; ,* 

His beard, more white than sntnv on winter’s breast, 

Hung to the zone that bofind his sable vest; 

A pleasing caunness on his brow was seen. 

Mild if as his look, majestick was his miern . 

Soon as the youth approach’d the* reverend sage, 

• ^ 

He rais’d his head? and clas’3 the serious page? 

Then spoke: f O son; what charite*has^urn’d thy feet 

To this Bull solitude, and lone retreat ?” 


* Religion. 
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To whom the youth : “ First, holy father, tell, 

“ What force detains thee in this gloomy ccli ? 

“ This isle, this palace, and those balmy bowers, 

** Where six sweet fountains fall on living P.owers, 

“ Are mine; a train of damsels chose ma 'ting, 

“ And through my kingdom smiles perpetual spring. 

“ For some important cause to me unknown, 

“ This day they left me joyless mid alone; 

“ But, ere t^.ree moms with roses strew the skies, 

“ My lovely brides will charm my longing eyes.” 

“ Youth, said the sire, on this auspicious day 
“ Some angel hither led thy erring way: 

“ Hear a strange tale, and tremble at the snare, 

“ w hkh for thy steps thy pleasing foes prepare. 

“ Know, in this isle prevails a bloody law; 

“ List, stripling, list! (the youth stood fix’d with awe:) 

* But seventy days the hapless mcnarchs reign, 

'• Then £losc their.lives in exile am' in pain; 

; Dom'd in a deep and frightful cave to rove, 

*• Wljc'c darkness hovers o’er the iron grove. 

,e Yet know, thy prudence and thy timely ca-e 
'* Mav sav.e thee, son, from this destructive sn.ire. 

" . Not far from thijt a io\ filer island lies, 

' Too rich, too splendid, for unhallow’d eyes : 

l 

“ On that bl^'st shore a sweetci fountain flows 
Than this vain clime, or this gay palace knows,- 


* The life of man. 


j* IlsUxoh, 
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Which if thou taste, whate’er war, sweet before 

■“ A r ill bitter seem, Snd steal thy soul no more. 

«» 

■ ‘ But, ere these happj waters thou canst reach, 

■“ Thy weary steps must pass yon £ugged beach, 

“ * Where tl^.dark sea with anjfry billows raves, 
i‘ And, fraught with monsters, curls his howling waves; 
cc If to my "words obedient thod aftchd, 

“ Behold in Sac thy.pilot and thy friend. 

A bark I keep, supplied with plenteous store, 

“ That now lies anchor’d on the rocky shore; 

“ And, when of all thja regal toys bereft, 

“ In the rude cave an exile tliou art left, 

“ Myself will find thee on the gloomy lea, 

“ Am! waft thee safely o’dr the dangerous sea.” 

The boy was fill’d with wonder as he spake. 

And frtftn a dream gf folly scent’d to wake : 

All dav the sage^tis tainted, thoughts refin’d; 

"His reason brighten’d? and reform’d ^Ts mind : 

Through the dim cavern hand in*hand they walk’d. 

And much of truth, and much of heaven, they talk’d. 
At night the stapling to the hall return’d; 

With other fifes his alter'd bosom burn’d. 

O ! to his wiser soul how low, how,mean. 

Seem'd ail he e’er had heard, had felt, had seen*? 
lie view’d, the sttvs, he view’d the crystal sjpes. 

And bless'd the power all-good, all-great, all-wise; 


Death. 
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How lowly now appear’d the purple robe. 

The rubied sceptre, and the ivory giobe ! 

How dim the rays that gild the brittle earth ! 

How vile the brood of Folly, and of Mirth ! 

When the third morhing, clad in mantle gray. 
Brought in her rosy car the seventieth day, 

A band of slaves, who- rush’d with furious sound. 
In chains of steel the willing captive,.bound; 

From his young head the diadem they tore. 

And cast his pearly bracelets on the floor; 

They rent his robe that bore the, rose’s hue. 

And o’er his breast a hairy mantle threw; 

Then dragg’d him to the damp and dreary cave. 
Drench’d by the gloomy sea’s resounding wave. 
Meanwhile the voices of a numerous croud 
Pierc’d the dun air, as thunder breads a cloud: 
The nymphs another hapless .youth had found. 
And then were leading o’er the guilty ground : 
They hail’d him king (alas, how short his reign !) 
And with fresh chaplets strow’d the final plain. 

The happy exile, monarch now no mere. 

Was roving slowly o’er the lonely shore; 

At last the sire’s expected voice he knew. 

And tow’rd the sound with hasty rapture flew. 
The promis’d pinnace just afloat he found. 

And the glad sage his fetter'd hands unbound; 
But when he saw the foaming billows rave. 

And dragons rolling o’er the fiery wave, 
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He stopp'd : his guardian caught his lingering hand, 
Antf gently led him o’er the rocky strand; 

Soon as he touch’d the hark, the ocean smil’d. 

The dragons vanish'd, and the waves vfere mild. 

For many an h° ur with vigorous arms they row’d, 
While not a star one friendly sparkle show’d; 

At length 4 glimmering bri^htne\s they behold, 
Tike a thin cloud whicli morning'dyes with gold : 
To that they steer; ajid now,^rejoic’d, they%jew 
A shore begirt with cliffs of radiant hue. 

They land: a train, in shining mantles clad, 

Hail their approach, and bid the youth be glad; 
They led him o’er the lea with easy pace. 

And floated as tliey went wilh heavenly grace. 

A golden fountain soon appear’d in sight, 

» 

That o'ef the border fast a sunny light. 

The sage, impatient, scoop’cj the lucid wave 
In a rich vase, which tft the youth he gave; 

He drank : and straight a bright celestial beam 
Before his eyes display’d a dasreling gleam; 

Myriads of airy slfapes around him ga/’d; 

Some prais>d hi# wisdom, some his courage jjraisfd; 
Then o’er his limbs a starry robe thej spread. 

And plac’d a crown ofcdiamomjs tm his head. 

His aged guide v^as goner and iri his*place 
Stood a fair cherub flush’d with rosy grace; 

Who, smiling, spake: “ Here eve? wilt thou rest, 

** Admir’d, belov’d, our brother and flur guest;. 


VOL. VIII. 
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** So ail shall end, whom vice can charm no more 
** With the gay follies of that per ilous shore. 

“ See yon immortal towers their gates unfold, 

** With rubies flaming, and no earthly gold ! 

“ There joys, before unknown, thy steps invite; 
** Bliss.without care, and morn without a night. 
i( But now farewel! my duty calls me hecnce.; 

** Some injur’d mortal asks my just defence. 

** To yon. pernicious island I repair, 

tl Swift as a star.” He speaks, and melts in air. 

The youth o’er walks of jasper takes his flight; 
And bounds and blazes in eternal light. 



A PERSIAN SONG 


OF HAFIZ. 


SWEET.ft*id, if thou wouldlt charm my sight. 
And bid thest arms .thy neck infold; 

That rosy cheek, that lily hand. 

Would give thy poet more delight 
Than all Bocara’s vaunted* gold. 

Than all the gems of Samarcahd. 

Boy, let yon liquid ruby flow, « 

And bid thy pensive heart be glad, 

Whate’er the frowning zealots say : 

Tell them, "their Eden cannot show 
A stream so clear as Rocnabad, 

A bower so sweet as iftosellay. 


GA Z »E L. 

Egbert an Turk! Shirazi 
Bedest ared dili mara. 

Be khali hiaduish bakhshejn 

Samarcand u Bolcharara. 

Bedehj saki, mei baki, 

K«i der jennet nekhaly yaft 
Kunari abi Rocnabad, 

Ve gulgeshti Mosellara. 

M 2 
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O ! when these fair perfidious maids. 
Whose eyes our secret haunts infest. 
Their dear destructive charms display; 
Each glance my tender breast invades, 
And robs my vjounded soul of rest. 

As Tartars seize their destin’d prey. 


In vain with love our bosoms gfi§w: 
Can all our tears, can ail our sighs. 
New lustre to those charms impart? 
Can cheeks, where living rqses blow. 
Where nature spreads' her richest dyes. 
Require the borrow'd gloss of art ? 


Speak not of fate: ah! change the theme. 
And talk of odours, talk of wine, 

Talk of the flowers that .round us bloom: 

. ■ • * 

’Tig all a cloifd, ’tis all a dream; 


Fugan kein luliani’shokh 

I shiringari shehrashob* 
Chunan berdendi sabr az dil > 

* Ke Turcan khani yagmara. 

Ze eshki na tetvami ma 

I 

.Jamali yari mustagnist} 

Be? ab u reng u khal u khatt * 

Che hajet ruyi zibara. 

« 

• # 

Hadis az mutreb u mei gu, 

Va razi dehri kemter ju. 
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To love and joy thy thoughts confine,. 
Nor hope to pierce thp gacred gloom. 

Beauty has su^jresistless power, 

That even the chaste Egyptian dame 
Sigh’d for jR# blooming Hebrew^ bftv .* 
For her how fttal w^*the hour, 

Whf>n to the banks gf Nilus came 
A youth so lovely and so coy! 

But ah ! sweet maid, my counsel hear 
(Youth should attend when thostf advise 
Whom long experience rertdors ssfge) : 
While musick charms the ravish’d ear; 
While garbling cujjs delight our eyes. 
Be gay; and scorn the frowns of age. 


Kc kes nefohud u neltshaied 

B$ hikmet ein moammara. 

• 

Men az an husni ruzafzun 

Ke Yusuf dashti driestem 
• • 

Ke eshk az yerdei ismet 

Berufl ared Zuleikhara. 

Nasihet gnshi kun jana, 

Ke az jan dostiter darend 
Juvanani saadetmejid 

I pencfi peeri danara. 
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' What-cruel answer have I heard f 
And yet, by heaven, I love thee still: 

Can aught be cruel from thy lip ? 

Yet say, how .fell that bitter word 
From lips which streams of sweetness fill, 
Which nought but drops of honey sip 

Go boldly forth, my simple lay, 

Whose aeOents flow with artless ease. 

Like orient pearls at random strung: 

Thy notes are sweet, the damsels say; 

But O ! far sweeter, if they please 
The nymph for whom these notes are sung. 


Bedem gufti, va khursendam, 

Afac alia, neku gufti,. 
J«wabi telkhi mizeibed 

Lebi lali sheker khara. 

Gazel gufti vedurr sufti, 

Bea vakhoshc bukhan Hafiz, 
Ke ber naztni to afshaned 
Felek ikdi suriara. 




OHE OF PETRARCH, 


T« 

THtf'FOUNTAIN 'WFALCHIUSA. 


Ye clear and sparkling streams, 

Warm’d by the sunny beams. 

Through whose transparent crystal Laura play’d i 
Ye boughs, that deck th% grove, 

Where Spring her chaplets wove, 

Whi^e Laura lay beneath the quivering shade; 


Canzone 2V, 

Chiare, fresche, e dolcuacque, 

Ove le belle membfa 

* • 

Posejjolei, che spla a me par donna; 

Gentil ramo, ove piacque 
• (Cod sospir mi rimembra) 

A lei di fare al bel fianco colonna; 

• # 

* M. de Voltaire Ms given us a beautiful paraphrase* of this first 
stanza, though it* is certain that he had neyerstead the odi in the ori¬ 
ginal, or at most dhly the three first lines of it; for, he asserts that the 
Italian song i, irregular, and without rhymes; whereas the stanzas are 
perfectly regular, and the rhymes very exact- His design was to give 
Madame du Ch&telet, for whom he wrote his history, an idea of Pe¬ 
trarch’s style; but, if the had only read his imitation, she could have 
but an imperfect notion qf the Italian, which the reader will easily per¬ 
ceive by comparingihem. 
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Sweet herbs, and blushing flowers. 

That crown yon vernal bowers 

For ever fatal, ypt for ever dear ; 

* c 

And ye, that heard my sighs 
When first slie charm’d my eyes. 
Soft-breathing gales, my dying accents hear. 

If heaven has fix’d my deom. 

That Love must quite consume 
My bursting heart, and close my eyes in death; 
Ah! grant this slight request. 

That here my urn may rest 
When to its mansion flies my vital breath. 

This pleasing hope will smooth 
My anxious mind, and sooth 
The pangs of that inevitable hour; 

Erba, e fior’, che Id gonna 
Leggiadra ricoverse 
Coll’ angelico seno; 

Aer sacro sereno 

Ov’ Amor co’ begli occhi il cor m’ aperse 

Date udienza insieme 

Alle dolenti mie parole estreme. 

S’ egli e pur mio destino, 

E’l cielo in cio s’ adopra, 

Ch’ amor questi occh : lagrimando cliiuda, 
Qualche grazia il meschino 
Corpo fra voi ricopra; 

E torni 1’ alma al proprio albergo ignuda: 
La morte fia men cruda, 

Se questa speme porto 
A quel dubbioso passo; 
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My spirit will not grieve 
‘Her mortal veil to leave 

In these calm shades, juyJ this enchanting bower. 

Haply the guilty maid 

Through yon accustom’d glatte 

T.o my sad tomb will take her lonely way; 

.Whcrg^Qrst her beauty’s light* 

O’erpowef’d my ^dazzled sight. 

When Love on this fair border bade me strjv; 

* • * 

There sorrowing shall she see. 

Beneath an aged treg,. 

Her true but hapless lover’s lowly bier; 

Too late her tender sighs 

Shall melt the pitying «kies, 

And her soft veil shall hide the gushing tear. 

Clhelo spiritef lasso 

Not] poria' mai in piu>riposq£o port© 

N’en piu trancjurilla fossa 

lvuggir la carne travagliata»e 1’ ossa. 

Tembo verrii ancor forte 
Cli’ all’ u^sato soggitjrno 
Torjii la fora bclla e mansueta; 

E iii, ort ella mi scorse 
Nel benedetto giorno 
Volga la *>ista desiosa e yet a, 

Cercandomi, eil, o pieta, 

Gia terra ififra le jnetre 
Vedenflo, Amor l’inspiri 
In guisa* che sospiri . 

Si dolcemente che merce m’impetre, 

E faccia fory g i al cielo 
Asdugandosi gli occhi coi bel veto. 
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AN ODE OF FETRARCH. 


O! well-remember’d day. 

When on yon bank she.lay. 

Meek in her pride, and in her rigour mild ; 

The young and blooming Roarers, 

Falling in flagrant showers. 

Shone on her neck, and on her bosom smil'd; 
Some on her mantle hqng. 

Some in her locks were strung. 

Like orient gems in rings jof darning gold; 

Some, in a spicy cloud 
Descending, call’d alouct 

** Here Love and Youth the reins of empire hold.” 
I view’d the heavenly maid; 

And, rapt in wonder, said 
The groves of Eden gave this angel birth;” 


Da’ bei rami scendea 
Dolce nella memoria 

I 1 

Una pioggia di fior sovra ’1 suo grembo; 
Ed ella si sedea, 

Humile in tanta gloria 
Coverta gia dell’ amoroso nembo: 

Oual fior cadea sul lembo, 

Qual sulle treccie bionde, 

Ch’ oro forbito e perle 
Eran quel di a ved'erle, 

Qu-1 si posava in terrd, e qual sull’ onde; 

Qual con un vago errore 

Girando parea dir, “ Qui regna Amore.” 

Quante volte diss’io 

< Allor pien di spavento 

“ Costei per ferrno nacque in par^diso,” 
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Her look, her voice, her smile. 

That might all he8ven beguile, 

Wafted my soul above the realms of earth: 

The star-blspangled skies. 

Were open’d to my eyes; 

Sighing 1 said “ Whence rose this glittering'scene V 
Sincejthat auspicious hour. 

This bank, and odorous bower, 

My morning couch, and Evening haunt, Save been. 
Well mayst thou blush, my song, 

To leave the rural throng, 

And fly thus artless to my Lajira’s ear; 

But were thy poet’s fir^ 

Ardent as his desire, 

Thqu wert a song that heaven might stoop to hear. 

. ^.....•«. i . ■ 

Cosi carco d’ oblfo * 

II divin portamento 
E’l volto, e le parole, VI dolce riso 
M’aveano, e si diriso 
DaRi.imagine tfera, 

Ch’ i* dicea sospirando, 

“ Qui come venn’ io, o quando*?” * 
Credendo esser’ in ciel, aon U dov' era. 

Da iSdi in qua mj piace 

Quesla erba si. ch’ altrove^ion o pace. 

Se tu avessi ornamenti quant’ ai voglia, 

Pofresti arditamente 

Uscir del bosco,*e gir’ infra la gente. 


M, DU VOLTAIRE'S PARAPHRASE 


OP 

THE FIRST STANZA, 

Chiare, fresche, c dolci acque, &c.- 


Claire fontaine, onde aimable, onde pure, 

Ou la bcaute qui consume mon cceur, 

Seule beaute, qui soit dans la nature, 

Des feux du jour evite la chaleur; 

Arbre heureux, dont le feuillage 
Agit£ par les Zephirs 
La couvris de son ombrage, 

Qui rappelles mes soupirs, 

En rapnellant son image, 

Omemens de ces bords, ct iillcs du matin, 

Vous dont je suis jaloux, vous moins brillaftlcs qu’Elle, 
Fleurs, qu’elle embellissait, quand vous touchiez son sein, 
Rossignols, dont la voix est moins douce et moins belle, 
Air devenu plus pur, adorable sejour, 

Immortalise par ses charihes, 

Licux dangereux et chers, ou de ses tendres a ones 
L’amour a blesse tous mes sens, 

Ecoutez mes derniers Accens 

Recevez mes dernieres larmes. 



LAURA, 

AN ELEGY FROM PETRARCH, 


AN this fair season, when the whispering gales 
Drop showers of f?agrance'o’er the bloomjf vales. 

From bower to bower the vernal warblers play; 

• • 

The skies arc clotulless, and fhe meads are gay; 

The nightingale in many a melting strain 

Sings to the groves, “ Here Mirth and Beauty reign.” 

But me, for ever bath’d in gushing tears, 

No qjirth enlivens, and no beauty cheers: 

The birds that warble, and tlje flowers tligt bloom. 
Relieve no morp this solifaity gloom. 


IMITATIONS. 

Ver. 1. Petrarch. Sonnet. 270. 
Zcsiro tofna, e’l bel tempo rimena, 

F i fiori, e l’ erbe, sua dolce fanugfia; 

E gar sir Progne, e pianger Filomela; 

E prinaavera Candida, e vermiglia: 

Ridono i prsti, e’l cibl si rasserefta; 

Giflve s’allegra di mirar sua figlia; 

I /aria, e l’acqne,.e la terra I d’amor.piena; 
Ogni animal d’amar si riconsiglia: 



LAURA. 
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I see, where late the verdant meadow smil'd, 

A joyiess desert, and a dreary wild. 

For those dear eyes, that pierc’d n\y heart before. 

Are? dos’d in death, land charm the world no more: 
Lost are those tresses, that outshone the moan. 

And pale t^ose cheeks, that might the skies adorn. 

* Ah, death! thy hadd haS cropp’d the fairest flower, ' 
That shed its smiling rays in beauty’s bower ; 

Thy dart has fciy’d on yonder sable bier 

All my soul lov’d, and all the world held dear; 

Celestial sweetness, love-inspiring youth, 

Soft-ey’d benevolence, and white-rob’d truth. 

Hard fate of man, on'whom the heavens bestow 
A drop of pleasure for a sea of woe ! 


IMITATIONS. . 

Ma'per me, lasso, tornanb i piu gravi . 

Sospiri, che del c6r pro/ondo fragge 

Qdella ch’ al fciel se ne porto le chiavi: 

£ cantar’ augeUetti, e fforir.piagge, 

E’n belle donne oneste'atti soavi, v 
• • , c # 

Sono un deserto, e fere aspre e selvagge. 

* Ver. 17. Sonnet. 243. 

Discolorato'al, morte, il piu bel volto 

Che mai si veds, e’i piu begli occhi t spend; 

Sfrtrto piu acceso di virtuti arddnti < 

Del piu leg£iadro, e piu bcl nodo ai sciolto ! 

f Ver. 28. Sonnet. 230. 

O nostra vita, ch’e*si bplla in vista! 

Com’ perde agevolmente in un’ mattina 

Quei che’n molt’ anni a gran pena s’ acquista. 




LAURA. 


Ah, life of care, in fears or hopes consum'd. 

Vain hopes, that wither ere they well have bloom’d 1 
How oft, emerging from the shades of night. 

Laughs the gay morn, and spreads,* purple light 
But soon the gathering clouds o’ershfde the skies. 

Red lightnings play, and thundering storms arise! 

How oft | tiay, that fair and mild appears. 

Grows dark With fat#, and mars the toil of years! 

* Not far remov’d, yet hid from distant gjes. 

Low in her secret grot a* Naiad lies. 

Steep arching rocks, wijh, verdant moss o’ergrown# 

Form her rude diadem, and tfative throne: 

There in a gloomy cave her waters sleep. 

Clear as a broflk, but as an ocean* deep. 

Yet, when the waking flowers of April blow. 

And wurnysr sunbeams melt the gather’d snow; 

Rich with the tribute of the vfernal rains, • 

* * * .• 

The nymph, exulting, bursts her silver chains; 

• ■ - y-- ■■■■■ 

^ IMITATIONS. 

* Ver. 33., .See a description of this celebrated* foun¬ 
tain in a poem of Madame Deshoulieres. 

Entrw de hauts rochers, dont l’aspect est terrible, 

Des pres toujours fleuris, des arbres toujours verds, 

Une source.orgueilleuse et pure, 

Dont l’oau sur cent rochers divgrs 
• • 

D’une mbusse verte couverts, 

S’epShche, bou'illonne, et murmure; 

Des agneaux bondissans, sur If tendre verdure, 

Et de leurs conducteurs les rustiques concert, &c. 
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LAURA. ' 


Her living waves in sparkling columns rise, 

And, shine like rainbows to the sunny skies; 

From cliff to cliff the falling waters roar; 

* • 

Then die in murmurs^ and are heard no more. 

Hence, softly flowing in, a dimpled stream. 

The crystal Sorga spreads a lively gleam ; 

From which a thousand rills in mazes glide, 

And deck the banks with summer’s gayest pride ; 
Brighten the verdure of the smiling plains. 

And crown the labour of the joyful swains. 

First on these banks (ah, dream of short delight!) 

Tfie charms of Laura struck my dazzled sight; 

Charms, that the bliss of liden might restore, 

tl 

That heaven might envy, and mankind adore. 

I saw—and Q f what heart could long rebel ? 

I saw, I lov’d, and bade the world farewel. 

Where’er she mov’d, the meads were fresh and gay. 

And every bower exhal’d the sweets,,of May; 

Smooth flow’d the streams, and softly blew the gale ; 
The rising flowers impurpleif every dale •• 

• J 

Calm was the ocean, and the sky serene ; 

An universal smile o’erspread the shining sc ;ne : 

But when in death’s cold arms entranc’d she lav, 

(* Ah, ever dear, yet ever fatal day!) 

f 

O’er all the air a direful gloom was spread ; 

n 

Pale were the meads, and all their blossoms dead ; 

* Laura was first seen by Petrarch ox. the sixth of April in the year 
1327 ; and she died on the same day in 1348. 
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The clouds at April shed a baleful dew, 

All nature wore a veil of deadly hue. 

Go, plaintive breeze; to Laura’s flowery bier. 

Heave the warm sigh, and shed the tender tear,- 
There to the aWfal shade due homage pay. 

And softly thus address the sacred clay: 

“ * Say, eiMSd earth, that.dost those charms infold, 

• • 

“ Where are those chcekp, and where those locks of gold ? 

“ Where are those eyes, which oft the Muse*has stfng? 

“ Where those sweet lips, and that enchanting tongue i 
“Ye radiant tresses, and thbu, nectar’d smile; 

“Ye looks that might the melting skies beguile; 

“ You robb’d my soul of rest, my*eyes of sleep; 

“ You taught me how to love, and’how to weep.” 
f No shrub o’erhangs the dew-bespangled vale. 

No blossom ft-embles to the dying gale, 

• _ 

.IMITATIONS'. 

• • 

* Ver. 75. Sonnet. 266. 

Quanta invidia ti porto* a vara terra, 

Ch’ abbxsicci quella,^ui veder .n’ e tolto. 

• And Sonnet. 259. 

Ov*e la Ironte, che con picciol cenno. , • 

Volgea ’1 mio core in questajparte, e’n quella ? 
Ov’ e *1 hel ciglio, e 1’ u ,a e 1’ altra Stella, 

Ch’ al ccfrso del mio viver lumedenno? Sic. 

. • • 

# f Ver. 89. Sonnet. 248. 

Non e sterpe, ne sasso in questi monti. 

Non ramo o fronda'verde in queste piagge; 

Non flor’ in qugste valli, o foglia d’erbajf 
vol 4 viu. N 
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No floweret blushes in the morning rays. 

No stream along the winding valley plays. 

But knows what anguish thrills my tortur’d breast. 
What pains consume me, and what cares infest. 

* At blush of dawn, and in the gloom o? night. 

Her pale-eyed phantom swims before my sight. 

Sits on the border' of‘each purling rill, 

Crowns every bower, and glides oW every hill. 

+ Flows the loud rivulet down the mountain’s bro«' ? 
Qr pants the Zephyr on the waving bough ? 

IMITATIONS. 

Stilla d’ acquc non ven di queste fonti, 

Ne fiere an q^esti bosclii si selvagge, 

Che non sappian quant’ e mia pena acerba. 

* Ver. 89. Sonnet. 241. 

Or’ in forma di ninfa, o d’ altra diva, 

Che del piu chiaro fondo di Sorga esca, 

E pongasi a seder’ in su la riva: 

Or’ 1’ o veduta .su per l’erba fresca 
Calcar’ i fior, com’ una donna viva, 
Mostrando in vista, che di me le’ncresca. 

+ Ver. 93. Sonnet. 239. 

* it 

Se lamentar’ augelli, o verdi fronde 
Mover scavemente all’ aura estiva, 

O roco mormorrr di lucid’ onde 
S’ode d’una siorita e fresca riva. 

La v’ io seggia d’ amor pensoso, e schriva; 

Lei che’l ciel ne mostro, terra nasconde, 
Veggio, ed odo, e‘d intendo, ch’ ancor viva 

.. Di si lohtano a’ sospir miei risponde. 
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Or sips the labouring bee her balmy dews. 

And with soft strains her fragrant toil pursues? 

Or warbles from yon silVer-blossom’d thorn 

. • 

The wakeful bird, that hails the rising mom ? 

My Laura’s vo*c? in many a soothing note 
Floats through the yielding air, or seems to float: 

“ Why filljhy sigl^, she says, this lonely bower ? 
“ Why down thy bc&om flows this endless shower? 
“ Complain no mor$; but hope ere long to meet 
“ Thy much-lov’d Laura in a happier seat. 

“ Here fairer scenes detain my.parted shade) 

“ Suns that ne’er set, and flowers that never fade t 
" Through crystal skies I wing itiy joyous flight, 

“ And revel in eternal blaze of light; 

“ See all thy wanderings in that vale of tears, 

“ And smile at all tlfy hopes, at; all thy fearv 
“ Death wak’d my soul, that stepfin life before, 

“ And op’d these brighten’d eyes, to sleep no mote.” 

She ends: the fates, that will no more reveal, 

•* 

Fix on her closing lips theif sacred seal. 


IMITATIONS. 

Deh! perche ttananzi tempo ti consume ? 

Mi dice <;on pietate, a che pur versi # 

Dagjj occhi tristi un doloroso flume? 

Di me n>n pianger tu 5 che^nie? di fersi, 
Morendo, eterni, e nelT etemo lume, 
Quando niostrai di chiuder gl’ occhi, apersi. 
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“ Return, sweet shade ! I wake, and fondly say, 
ce O, cheer my gloom with one far-beaming ray! 
u Return: thy charms my sorrow will dispel, 
u And snatch my spirit from her mortal cell; 

“ Then, mix’d with thine, exulting she c shall fly, 

“ And bound enraptur’d through her native sky.” 
She comes no more: my pangs more fierce rtturn; 
Tears gush in streams, and sighs m j bosom bum. 

* Ye banks, that oft my weary limbs have bom ; ■ 
Ye murmuring brooks, that learnt of me to mourn; 
Ye birds, that tune with me your plaintive lay; 

Ye groves, where Love once taught my steps to stray 

You, ever sweet and ever fair, renew 

Your strains melodious, and your blooming hue; 

But not in my sad heart can bliss remain. 

My heart, the haunt of never-ceasing pain! 

IMITATIONS. 

* Ver. 125. Sonnet. 261. 

Valle, che de’ lamenti jniei se’ plena; 

Fiuine, che spesso del mio pianger cresci ; 
Fere selvestre, vaghi augelli, e pesci, 

Che 1’ una, e 1’ altra verde riva affrena; 

Aria de’ miei sospir’ calda e serena; 

Dolce sentier, che si amaro riosci; 

Celle, che mi piacesti, or mi'rincresci; 

Ov’ ancor per usanza Amor mi men a; 

Bon riconosco in voi l’usate forme," 

Non, lasso, in me, che da si lieta vista, 

1 Son fatto albergo d’infiflita doglia. 
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Henceforth, to sing in smoothly-warbled lays 
The smiles of youth, ?iyl beauty’s heavenly rays; 
* To see the morn her early charms unfold, 

Her cheeks of^ses, and her curli of gold; 

■f; Led by the sacred Muse at noon to rove 
O’er tuftecj fountain, vale, or shady grove ; 

To watch the*stars, tjiat gild the lucid pole. 

And view yon orbs ip mazy order roll; 

To hear the tender nightingale complain, 

• 

And warble to the woods her amorous strain; 

No more shall these my pensive soul delight. 

But each gay vision melts in endbfcs night. 


IMITATIONS. 

Ver. 133. Sonne;. 251. 

£)uand’ io veggio dal ciel sccnder 1’Aurora, 

Col la fronte di rose, e co’ crjn d’ oro. 

f Y«r. 135. Sonnet. 272. 

Ne per seteno ciel ir vaghe stelle ; 

Ne per tranquillo mar legni spalmati; 

5le per campagne cavalieri armati;' 

Ne per bei boschi allegre fyte e snelle; 

Ne d’ aspettato ben frescRe novelle, 

Ne dir d’Amore in stili alti ed ornayi; 

Ne tja chiare fontane, e verdi prati 
Dolce.cantare oneste donpe e* belle; 

Ne altro sara mai ch’ *al cor m’ aggiunga, 

Si seco il seppe. quella sepellire, 

Che sola sf gli occhi miei fu Jume a speglio. 
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*, Nymphs, who in glimmering glades by moonlight 
dance, 

And ye, who through the liquid crystal glance. 

Who oft have heard my sadly-pleasing moan; 

Behold me now a lifeless marble grown. 

Ah! lead me to the tomb where Laura lies; 

* •! 

Clouds, fold me round; and, gather’d darkness, rise; 
Bear me, ye gales, in death’s soft slumber lav’d ; 

And, vc bright realms, receive my fleeting shade! 

IMITATIONS. 

* Ver. 113. Sonnet. 

O vaghi abitator de’ verdi boschi. 

O Ninfe, e voi, che’l fresco erboso fonSe 
Pel liquido cristallo alberga e pascc. 




A TURKISH ODE 

■ • 

. OF MESlIir. 


Hear h»N the nightingales, on»evtfry spray, 

Hail in wild rfotes th|*$weet return of May! 

The gale, that o’er jon waving almond blov^ 

The verdant bank with silver blossoms straws: - 

The smiling season deck* each flowery glade 
13c gay: too soon the flowers oT Spring will fade. 

What gales of fragrance scent the vernal air! 
Hills, dales, and woods, their loveliest mantles wear. 


DlNLEH bulbul k»sa sen kim gildi eiami behar, 

Kurdi her bir baghda hengan;ei*hengami beftar, 

Oldi sim afshan ana e/Jiari badami* behjir 
Ysh u nush it kim gicher kalmaz bu cilimi behar. 

Yineh enwei shukufileh bezendi bagh u ragh, 

Ysh ichun ku^di^chicheklcjf sahni gulshenda otagh, . . 

Thou hearest the tale of the nightingale, “ that the 
vernal settson ' 'approaches .” The Spring Jias, spread 
bower of joy in every grove, where the almond-tree sheds 
its silver blossoms. JBe cheerful; be full of mirfji; for 
the Spring passet soon away: it will not Just. • 

The groves and hills arc again adorned with all sorts 
of flowers: a'pavilion of roses, as the seal of pleasure, is 
raised in the garden. I Vita hio&s which of his will by 
jlive %'hen the fair season ends ? Bejkcerful, bf. 
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A TURKISH ODE. 


Who knows what cares await that fatal day. 

When ruder gusts shall banish gentle May ? 

Ev’n death, perhaps, our valleys will invade. 

Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

The tulip now its varied hue displays, ' 

And sheds, like Ahmed’s eye, celestial rays. 

Ah, nation ever faithful^ ever true, 

«• I 

The joys of youth, while May invites* pursue! 

Will not thes-^notes your timorous minds persuade i 
Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

The sparkling dewdrops o’er the lilies play. 

Like orient pearls, or like the beams of day. 

If love and mirth your w’aiton thoughts engage. 

Attend, ye nymphs! (a poet’s words are sage). 

Kim bilur ol behareh dek kih u kim ola sagh? 

Ysh a nush it, kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami bchar. 

Tarafi gulshen nuri Ahmed birleh malamaldur, 
Sebzeleri.ida schabeh lalehi kbeirulaldur, 

Hei Mohammed ummeti wakti huzuri haldur. 

Ysh u nush it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

Kildi shebnem yineh jeuherdari tighi suseni, 

Zhalehler aldi hewai doiyile leh gulsliene, ■ 

The edge of the bower is filled •with the light of Aknifd: 
among <he plants the fortunate tulip? represent his com¬ 
panions. Come, 0 people of Mohamincd, this is the 
season of merriment. Be cheerful, Sic. 

si gain the dew glitters on the leaves of the lilt/, like the 
water of a bright scymilar. The dewdrops fall through 
the air on the garden of roses. Listen to me, listen to 
me, if thou desirest to be delighted. Be cheerful, Sic, 



A TURKISH ODE. 


Wfcila thus you sit beneath the trembling shade. 

Be gay: too soon the floors of Spring will fade. 

The fresh blown rose«like Zeineb's cheek appears. 
When pearls, like dewdrops, glitter in Tier ears. 

The charms of youth at once are seen*and past; 

And nature says, “ They are too sweet to last.”# 

So bloomsTJie rose; and sy the bfushing maid! 

• • 

Be gay: too soon th« flowers of Spring will fade. 

Sec yon anemonies their leaves unfold, *• 

With rubies flaming, and with living gold! 

While crystal showers frtim weeping clouds descend. 
Enjoy the presence of thy tuneful friend. 


Cher temasha iseh maksudun beni esleh beni. 

Ysh u nush it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

Rukhleri rengin giifzellar dur gulileh lalehlar, 

Kim kulaklarinch durlu jeqh^T asmish zhalehlar, 

Aldanup sanma k! bunlar boileh baki halehlar. 

Ysh unush it him gicher kalma%bu eiami behar, 
Gulistanda giorunjn laleh u gul naoman leh 
Baghda kan atdi^hemsunmishteribaran leh. 

The nses and tulips are like the bright (Jiee/cs of beau* 
tiful maids, in whose ears the pearls hang like drops <J f 
dew. Deceive not tfayself, by (/linking that these % charrns 
will have a long'duration. Be cheerful , Kc. 

Tulips, roses,'and anemonies, appear in»the gardens : 
the showers *and the sunbeams, like sharp lancets, tinge 
the banks with the colowr of "blood. Spend this day 
agreeably with thy friends, like a prindent man, ffe cheer- 
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art 

Now, while the wines are brought, the sofa’s lav’d. 

Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 

The plants no more are dried, the meadow's dead. 

No more the rose-budIbangs her pensive head: 

The shrubs revive in valleys, meads, and bowers. 

And ever^ stalk is diadem’d with flowers; 

In silken robes each hillock stands array’d. 

Be gay: too soon the flowers of Sprin'g will fade. 

Clear drops each morn impearl the rose’s bloom. 

And from its leaf the Zephyr drink? perfume; 

The dewy buds expand their lucid store : 

Be this our wealth: ye damsels, ask no more. 

Arefun bu demi khosh gior bu giun yaran leh, 

Ysh u nush it kim gicher kalniaz bu eiami behar. 

Gitti ol demler ki olup sebzeler sahib ferash, 

Guncbeh fikri gulshenun dlmishdi bagherinda bash, 

Gildi bir derfi kim karardi laleh lerle dagh u tash, 

Ysh unu'4h it kim gtcher kalniaz bu eiami behar. 

Ebr gulzari ustjmeh her subh goher bariken, 

Nefhc: badi seher por nafei tatariken: 

Ghafd olmeh alemun mahbublighi warikeh. 

Yshu nush it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar 

The time is passed in which the plants were sick, and 
the rose-bud hung its t/ioughl/ul head on its bosom. 
'The season comes in which mountains and rocks arc co- 

t 

toured with tulips. Be cheerful , He. 

Each morning the clouds shed perns over the rose-gar¬ 
den: the breath of the gale is full of Tartarian musk. 
Be not neglectful of "thy duty through too great a love of 
the world. Be cheerful. He. 
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TAough wise men envy, and though fools upbraid. 

Be gay: too soon the flotfers of Spring will fade. 

The dewdrops, sprinkled by the musky gale. 

Are chang’d to essence ere they reach the dale, 

• • * 

The mild blue sky a rich pavilion spreads, 

Without our labour, o’er our favour’d heads. 

I.ct others tqjl in waa, in arts, or trade. 

Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fade, 

• # 

Late gloomy winter drill’d the sullen air. 

Till Soliman arose, ami all was fair. 

Soft in his reign the notes of love resound. 


And pleasure’s rosy cup goes freely round. 

Here on the b^nk, which mantling vines o’ershade. 
Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fade. 


Buyi {fblzar itti sholdenlu hewai mushknab 
Kim yereh inengeh olur ketre? sliebnem gtliab. 

Cherkh otak kundi gplistan ustuneh giunlik’sehab. 

Ysh u nush it kim gicher kalinaz bu*ciami behar. 
Gulistanun her ne sen aldi sjah badi khuzan, 

Adi idup bir bir^ileh wardi yineh shahi jehan. 

Deulctinda badchler kam oldi sakii kamran. 

Ysh u uusli ft kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami bgjiar. 

The sweetness of (he bower hasvuide the air so fra-' 
grant, that tha dez^, before it falls, is changed into rose¬ 
water. The ski/ spreads a pavilion of j/right chuds over 
the garden. Be cheerful, &Cc. 

Whoever 1/iou art, know that the black gusts of autumn 
had seized the garden ; but the Icing of the kt’orld again 
appeared dispensing justice to all: in his reigttfhe happy 
f upbearer desiretl and obtained the foxing wine. Be 
fiCerful , Ke. 
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May this hide lay from age to age remain, 

A true memorial of this lovely train. 

Come, charming maid, and hear thy poet sing. 

Thyself the rose, and He the bird of spring: 

Love bids him sing, and Love will be obey’d. 

Be gay: too soon the flowers of Spring will fa^ie. 

. ■ -- - - < - - -!-- 

• t 

Omerem buleh, Mesihi, bu merbaj ishtihar, 

Ehlene ola bu .tharabru u giuzeller yadgar, 

Bulbuli khosh gui sen gulyuzluler leh yuriwar. 

Ysh it nush it kim gicher kalmaz bu eiami behar. 

By these strains I hoped to celebrate this delightful 
valley; may they be a memorial to its inhabitants, and re~ 
mind them of this assembly, and these fair maids! Thou 
art a nightingale with a sweet voice, O Mesihi, when thou 
walkest with the damsels, whose cheeks are like roses , 
Be cheerful; be full of mirth; for the .Spring passes soon 
away: it willr,ot last . 




THE.SAME, 


IN IMITATION OB THB 

PERVIGILIUM VENERIS. 


ALITES audis loquaces per nemora, per arbutos, 

* • *• 

Veris adventum canentes finnulo modulamine; 

Dulce luget per virentes mollis aura amygdalas: 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, 

abit! 

Ecce jam flores Refulgent gemmeis honoribus, 

Quique prata, quique salt us, quique sylvulas amant; 

Quis seif anmox una. nobis dormienda setema sit? 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibenHum; floreufn ver fugit, 
abit! 

Quantus est nitor rosarum! quanftis hyacinthi decor! 
Non ocellus, cuir .r^nidet, est puellae laetior: 

Hie levi dies amSfi est, hie voluptati sacer: 

Nunc amanduih est, nunc bibendum} floreum .ver fugit, 
abitl 

Ecce baccats recentis*guttulae colis micant. 

Per genam rosae cadentes, jerque mite'lilfum^ 

Auribus gratufli, puellae, sit meum vestris melos; 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum; floreum’Ter fugit, 
abitl 
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Ut rosa in prato refulget, sic teres virgo nitet, 

H"ec onusta margaritis, ilia roris gemmulis: 

Ne perenne vel puells vel rosx speres decus. 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, 
abit! 

Aspice/ut roscta amictu discolori splendean*-, 

Prata dum fcccimdat xther beta gratis imhribus, 

Fervidos inter sodales da voluptati 'diem. 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, 
abit! 

Jam situ deformis xgro non jacet rosae calyx; 

Ver adest, ver pingit h-'rtos purpurantes floribus, 

Perque saxa, perque colles, perque lucos emicat: 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, 
abit! 

Ecce, per tosx pnpillas suave rident guttulae, 

Quas odorifer resolvit lenis aurae spiritus; 

Hae pyropis, hae smaragdis cariores Indicis. 

Niinc amandum est, nunc bibendum; a ,Oieum ver fugit, 
abit! 

Is tenellis per viretr spirat e rosis odor, 

Ut novum stillans amomum ros in herbas decidat. 

Suave olentibus coronans lacrymis conopeum. 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, 
abit! 
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Acris olim cum malignis saeviit vends liyems; 

Ld roseto, solis instar, regis affulsit nitor; 

Floruit nemus repenfe, dulcc manavit merum: 

Nunc amandum est, nunc bibendum; floreum ver fugit, 
abit!. 

Ilis iners jpodis, Mesihi, melleam agtabas cbelyn; 

Veris ales eg poeta;.verrta cantat gaudia, 

Et rosas carpit tepentes e puellarum genis, 

Nuric amandum cst, nunc *bibendum; floreum rer fueit. 




ARCADIA, 

A PASTORAL POEM. 

advertisement. 

THE following pastoral was written in the 
year but the author, finding some to¬ 

lerable p^sagesin if, was induced to correct 
it afterwards, atid to give it a place in this 
collection, lib took the hint of "t from an 
allegory of Mr„Addison, in the thirty-se¬ 
cond paper of thS Guardian ; which is set, 
down in the margin, that the reader may 
see where he has copied the original, and 

where he has devufted from it. In this 
• 

piece, as it now stands, Menalcas, king of 
the shepherds,, means Theocritus, the most 
ancient, and perhaps the best, writer of pas¬ 
torals: and by t» s two daughters,* Daphne 
and Hyla, must be understood the two 
sorts of pastoral poetry; the one elegant 
and polishgd, the • other simple and •un¬ 
adorned ; in both of* which he excelled. 
VirgilJ whom Pope chiefly followed; seems 
to have borne away the palm in the higher 
sort; and SyenSer, wherfi Gay imitated*with 
success, had equal -merit iu the imo/e rustick 
style: thffic two poets, therefore, may justly 
be supposed in this jdlegctry to have inhe¬ 
rited his kingdom of Arcadia* 

tOL. VIII. 
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IN those fair plains, where glittering Ladon roll’d 

His wanton labyrinth o’er sands of gold, 

Meualcas reign’d: frog?; Pan his lineage cany;; 

Rich were his vales, and deathless*was his fame. 

When youth impell’d him, and when love inspir’d, 

The listening nymphs his I)orfck lays admir’d : 

To hear his notes the swains with'rapture flew; 

A softer pipe no shepherd ever blew! 

But now, oppress’d beneath the load of age, 

Belov’d, respected, veperable, sage, 

* Of heroes, demigods, and gods he sung ; 

His reed neglected on a poplar hung: 

Yet all the rules, that young Arcadians keep, 

He kept, and watch’d each morn his bleating sheep. 
* * 

Two lovely daughters were his dearest care; 

Both mild as May, and both as Apri^fair: 

IMITAflONS. 


Guardian, N° 32. 

In. ancient times there dwelt in a pleasant vale of Ar¬ 
cadia f a man of very ample possessions,, named Menakas, 
who, deriving his pedigree from the god Pan, kept very 
strictly up t» the rules of the pastoral 4ife, as it was in the 


golden age. 


NOTE. 


* This couplet alludes to the higher Idyllia of Theocritus; as the 
'Eptwyu* /i; nni.ifj.ait,, the Ornwroi, and others, which are of the 
••hcroick kind. 
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Loye, where they mov’d, each youthful breast inflam’d} 
And Daphne this, and Hyla that was nam’d. 

* The first was bashful a's a blooming bride. 

And all her mien display’d a decent pride; 

Her tresses, braided in a curious knot, 

'Were close confin’d, and not a hair forgot; 

Where many a flower,, in ir.ystick order plac’d. 

With myrtle twin’d, her silken fillet grac’d ; 

•> 

Nor With less neatness was. her robe dispos’d. 

And every fold a pleasing art disclos’d; 

Her sandals of the brightest silk,were made. 

And, as she walk’d, gave lustre to the shade; 

A graceful ease in every step was seen. 

She mov’d a shepherdess, yet look’d a queen. 

• Her sister scorn’d to dwell in arching bowers. 

Or deck her locks with wreaths pf fading flowers; 

O’er her bare shoulder flow'd her auburn hair, 

I 

And, fann’d by Zephyrs, floated on the air; 

Green were her buskins, green* the vest she wore. 

And in her havd :) knotty crook she bore, 
f The voice of Daphne might all pains disarm ; 

Yet, heard too long, its sweetness ceas’d to cnirm: 

* IMITATIONS. 

■1 

* He had a daughter, hvs only child, ctilled Amaryllis, 
She was a virgin of a most enchanting beauty, of a most 
easy and unaffected air; but having been bred up wholly 
in the country, was bashful to the last degree. 

f She had a voice that, was exceedingly sweet; yet had 
rusticity in her tone, which, however, to most who 

o 2 
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But none were tir’d when artless Hyla sung. 

Though something rustick warbled from her tongul% 
Thus both in beauty grew, and both in fame, 

Their manners different, yet their charms the same. 
The young Arcadians, tuneful from tlifus birth. 

To lov? devoted, and to rural mirth, 

Beheld, and fondly loV\l the royal maids, i' 

And sung their praise in valleys, lawns, aAd glades-, 
From morp- to latest eve they wept, and sigh’d; 

And some for Daphne, some for Hyla, died: 

Each day new presents to the rymphs they bore. 

And in gay order spread the shining store; 

Some beechen bowls a^d polish’d sheepliooks brought. 
With ebon knots, and studs of silver, wrought; 

Some led in flowery bands the playful fawn. 

Or bounding roe, that spurn’d the grassy lav/n;' 

The rest on nature’s bloojnipg gifts relied. 

And rais’d their Slender hope* beauty’s pride: 

But the coy maids, regardless of their pain. 

Their vows derided, and their plahitiYm strain. 

Hence some, whom love with lighter frames had fir'd, 
Broke their .soft flutes, and in despair retir’d; . 

IMITATIONS. 

•• 

heard her seemed 'an additional charm. Though ift her 
conversation in general she was very engaging, yet to her 
lovers, who were numerous, she was so-coy, that many 
left her in disgust after a tedious courtship, and matched 
themselves where they were better received. 
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•T^ r .n ■ . . 1 ;! 11 * ir 1 

And £m . ■ 4*r D.'.jir. 

• • 

It h.\ , 1 tU.-c-Hs i/i May, 

When c. in fr^sh array. 

The sliepi • 1 ,' .'.n i .► a.a earl) hoar, 

In croud.; , t# ••••hi'j't round ‘•he regal Jjower, 

There hail 0 1 *’. sprightly nfttes the peerless maids; 

And tender accents trembled through the glades. 

* • *• 

Menalcas, whom the larks with many a lay 

Had call’d from slumbfcr at the dawn of dav. 

By chance was roving through^ bordering dale, 

A’id heard the swains their youthful woes bewail. 

He knew the cause; for lojig his prudent mind 
To'sooth their cafes indulgently design’d: 

Slow h% approach’d; then wav’d his awful hand. 

And, leaning on his crook, addsess’d the listening ban3; 

“ Arcadian shepherds, to*my w&rds attend*! 

In silence hear your monarch, and your friend. 

'Your fruitless pains, which nfine c^n disapprove; 

Exite my pity, v«t my amyer move. 

Two gentlfc mpds, the solace of my age. 

Fill all my soul, and all my care engage; 

When death shail join me.to the pale-ey’d throng. 

• • " 

To them my sylvan empire will belong; . 

But, lest with^them the royal line should faff, 

And civil discord fill this happy v^e. 

Two chosen youths the beauteous nymphs must wed, 

’J’o share their power, add grace the genial bed: 
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* So may-the swains our ancient laws obey, 

Arid all Arcadia own their potent sway. 

But what sage counsel can their-choice direct? 

Whom can the nymphs prefer, or whom reject ? 

So like your passion, and so like your strain, 

That all deserve, yet cannot all obtain. 

Hear then my tale': as iate, by fancy led 

To steep Cyilene’s ever-vocal head. 

With wiud’.ig steps I wantjer’d through the wood. 

And pour’d wild notes, a Faun before me stood; 

A flute he held, which as he softly blew, 

The feather’d warblers to the sound he drew; 

Then to my hand the precious gift consign’d. 

And said, “ Menalcas, ease thy wondering mind : 

* 

“ This pipe, on which the god of shepherds play’d, 

“ When love inflam’d him, and the j- viewless maid, 

** Receive : ev’n Pan, thy. tuneful skill confess’d, 

“ And after Pan ,thy lips will grace it best. 

IMITATIONS. . 

* For Menalcas had not only resolved to take a son-in- 
law, who should inviolably maintain the customs of his 
family; but had received one evening, as he walked in 
the fields, a pipe of an antique form from a Faun, or, as 
some ay, from Oberon the'Fairy, with ? particular charge, 
not to bestow his daughter on any one who could not 
play the same tune upon it as at that time* he entertained 
him with. 

NOTE, 
f Echo. 
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“ yTh£ daughter’s beauty every breast inspires', 

" And all thy kingdom glows with equal fires: 

“ But let those favour’cf youths alone succeed, 

“ Who blow with snatchless art this heavenly reed.’’ 

* This said, he 3isappear’d. Then hear my will: 

I?e bold, ye lovers, and exert your skill} 

• 1 • 

Be they my sgns, whg sing the softest strains. 

And tune to sweetesf notes their pleasing pains: 

But mark! whoe’er ’shall Jby too harsh a lay * 

Offend our ears, and from our manners stray, 

He, for our favour, "and our throne unfit. 

To some disgraceful penance must submit.” 

He ends} the shepherds at his^vords rejoice. 

And praise their sovereign with a grateful voice. 

Each swain believes the lovely prize his own. 

And sits triumphant’on th’ idea] tlirope } 

Kind Vanity their, want of sfrt ‘supplies, 

• • 

And gives indulgent what the Muse denies} 

-Gay vests and flowery garlands each prepares. 

And each the-dre*!s, that splits his fancy, wears. 

IMITATIONS. 

When the time that he designed to give her in 
marriage was nea- at Jiandj he published a decree, where¬ 
by he invited the neighbouring youths Jo make* trial of 
this musical instrument, with promise, that the victor 
should possess his daughter on condition that the van. 
quished should submit to what pfinishment he thought 
fit to inflict. Those, who were not ypt discouraged, and 
had high conceits p£ th’eir own worth, appeared on the 
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Now deeper blushes ting’d the glowing sky. 

And evening rais’d her silver lamp on high; 

« • 

When, in a bower by Ladon’s lucid stream, 

Where not a star could .dart his piercing beam, 

< 

So thick the curling eglantines display’d, 

With woodbines joiij’d, an aromatick shade, 

The father of the blooming nyY'.iphs reclin’d... 

His hoary locks with sacred laurel twin’d: 

* 0 «, 

The royal damsels, seated by his’side, 

Shone like two flowers in summer’s fairest pride : 

*• I’ 

The swains before them ernuded in a ring, 

Prepar’d to blow the flute, or sweetly sing. 

First, in the midst a graceful youth arose, 

Born in those fields where crystal Mele flows: 

His air was courtly, his complexion fair; 

* C *" 

Aiid rich perfumes rhed sweetness from his hair. 

That o’er his shoulder wav d in flowing curls. 

With roses braided, and inwreath’d with pearls; 

IMITATIONS. . 

appointed day, in a dress and equipage- suitable to their 
respective fancies. The place of meeting was a flowery 
meadow, through which a clear stream murmured in 
many irregular meanders. The shepherds made a spa¬ 
cious ring for the contending lovers; and in one part of 
it there sat uppll a little throne of tur£ under an arch of 
eglantine and woodbines, the father of the,,maid, and at 
his right hand the damsel crowned with >-oscs and lilies. 
She wore a flying robe of a slight green stuff; she had a 
sheephock in one hand, and the fatal pipe in the other. 
The first who approached her was a youth of a graceful 
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A^vaifd of cedar for his crook he bore; 

His slender foot th’ Arcadian sandal wore* 

Yet that so rich, it see'nrT’d to fear the ground, 

'With beaming ge:ns and silken ribbands bound; 

The plumage . . . (J .rich grac’d ids head, 

And with embroider’d (lowers his mantle tv as o'brspread. 
* He sung the darling of ah’ Tdalian queen. 

Fall’ll in his prime oft sad Cythera’s green ; 

When weeping graces left the faded plains. 

And tun’d their strings to elegiack strains; 

While mourning Loves the tender burden bore, 

“ Adonis, fair Adonis, charms no more.” 

The theme displeas'd the nymplf, whose ruder ear 
The tales of simple shepherds lov’d to hear. 

The nwids and youths, who saw the swain advance. 

And take the Fatal pipe, prepar’d to dance: 

So wildly, so affectedly, lwfpfey’il^ 

• • 

His tune so various and uncouth he made, 

‘.'That not a dancer could in evidence move. 

And not a nymph the qigiver’d notes approve:. 

IMITATIONS. 

presence and a courtly air, but dressed in a richer habit 
than had ever .been seen in Arcadia. He wore a crim¬ 
son vest, cut, iudeeS, after the shepherd’s fashion, but so 
enriched with embroidery, and sparkling with jewels, 
that the eyes of the spectators were diverted from con¬ 
sidering the tnode of the garment by the dazzling of the 
ornaments. His head was covered with a plume of fea-i 
• NOTE. 

1* gee Bion, Moschus, 4,-cj. 
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They broke their ranks, and join’d the circling trair, 
While bursts of laughter sounded o’er the plain. 
Menalcas rais’d his hand, and back retire 
The silken courtier from th’ Arcadian.choir: 

Two eager shepherds, at the king’s command. 

Rent his gay plume, and snapp’d his polish’d wand ; 
They tore his vest, and o’er his bosom threw 

* f 

A weed of homely grain and russet hue; 

Then till'd wAh wither’d herbs his scfcnted locks. 

And scornful drove him to the low-brow’d rocks ; 

There doom’d to rove, deserted ’and forlorn. 

Till thrice the moon had arch’d her silver horn. 

* The next that rose,''and took the mvstick reed. 

Was wrapp’d ungraceful in a sordid weed : 

A shaggy hide was o’er his shoulder spread. 

Aryl wreaths of noxious darnel hound his hea’d; 

f ‘ ' 

"Unshorn his beard, and tangled was his hair. 

He rude’y walk’d, and thus address'd the fair: 

IMITATIONS. . 

* , » 

thers, an'd his shcepliock glitteted witlt fceld and enamel. 
He applied the pipe to his lips, and began a turie, which 
he set off with so many graces and quavers, that the 
shgpherds and shepherdesses, who had paired themselves 
in order to dance, could 11 npt 'follow it; as indeed it 
required ’ great skill .find regularity of steps, winch they 
had never been bred to. Menalcas ordered him to be 
stripped of his costly robes, and to be clqd in a russet 
weed, and to tend the flocki in the valleys for a year 
and a da'/,, 

'* The second that appeared was ir» a very different 
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“ My kids I fondle, and my lambs I kiss ; • 

^ *Ah! grant, sweet mai j, a more delightful bliss.*? * 
The damsels blush with anger and disdain. 

And turn indignant from the sLamefess swain; 

To Pan in silence, and to Love, they pray, 

To make his musick hateful is his lay. 

The gods'a’sent: the flute he foughly takes, 

• . . * 

And scarce with pain a grating murmur makes} 

But when in jarring notes l;e forc’d his soitg. 

Just indignation Jlr’d_the rural throng: 

Shame of Arcadia.'* bufrets! the youths exclaim. 
Whose tuneless lays disgrace a shepherd’s name! 
The watchful heralds, at Meaaitas’ nod. 

Pursued the rustick with a vengeful rod; 
Condemn’d three summers on the rocky shore 
To feed life goats, and touch a pipe no more. 


IMITATIONS. • 

•garb. He was cloathed in. a garment of rough goat¬ 
skins, his hair was matted', his beard neglected; in his 
person uncoutfi, and awkwajd in his gait. H% came up 
fleering;to the nymph, and told her, “ He had hugged 
“ his lambs, and kissed his young kids, but he hoped to_ 
“ kiss one tha^was sweojer.” Thdfair one blushed with 
modesty and ajiger, and prilyed secretly against him as 
she gave him the pipe.* He snatched it^from her, but 
with great difficulty made it sound} which was in such 
harsh and jarring notes,^ that the shepherds cried one 

and all that he understood no musick. He was immedi- 

• • 

ately ordered to the most craggy parts of Arcadia to keep 
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* Now to the H|jtg a portly swain advanc’d. 

Who neither wholly walk'd, not wholly danc’d; 

Yet mov’d in pain, so dose his crimson vest 
Was clasp’d uneasy o’er his straining bfcast: 

-f “ Fair nymph, said he, the roses, which you wear. 
Your charms improvc^not, but their own irppair. 1 
The maids, unus’d to flowers of eloquence, , 

Smil’d at the words, but corid not guess their sense. 
When in his‘hand the sacred - reed he took, 
iLong time he view’d it with a pensive look; 

Then gave it breath, and rais’d a shriller note 
Than when the bird of morning swells liis throat ; 
Through every interval, now low, now high. 

Swift o’er the stops his fingers seem’d to fly: 

The youths, wl.o heard such musick with surprize, 

Ga2*J on the tuneful bard .with wondering eyes : 

IMITATIONS; 

«. 

the goats, and commanded never to touch a pipe anjj 
mpre. 

* lire |hird that advanced appeared 'In clothes that 
were so strait and uneasy' to him, that he seemed to 
move in pair?.- He marched up to the maiden’ with ii 
'thoughtful look, and, stately pace, and said, “ Divine 
“ Amaryllis, you wear not those rosgs to'irriprove your 
beauty,’ but to.make them ashamed.” As she did 
not comprehend his meaning, she presented the instru¬ 
ment without reply. The tune that he pjayed was so 
' NOTE'. 

-y See T»;so, Guarini, ■’-'ontenelle, Camoens, Garcilasso, and tope 
de la Vega; and other writers of pastorals in Italian, French, Portly, 
fticse, and Spanish. 
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He saw" with secret pride their deep amaze, 

TKc*» said, Arcadia shall resound my praise, 

“ And every clime my gowerful art shall own; 

“ This, this ye swains, is melody alone: 

“ To me Amqhion taught the hcaventy strains, 

“ Amphion, bom on rich Hesperian plains.” 

To whom l^nnlcas : “ Strange^.we admire 
“ Thy notes fhelodiotft, anti thy rapturous fire; 

“ But ere to these fair valleys thou return, . 

“ Adopt our manners, and our language learn : 

“ Some aged shephcrj s^all thy air improve, 

“ And teach thee how to speak, and how to move.” 

f Soon to the bower a modest .^tripling came, 

Fairc-st of swain j; and J Tityrus his name: 

Mild was his look, an easy grace he show’d. 

And o’ar his beauteous limbs a decent mantle flow’d: 

» • 

. IMITATION’S. 

• 

intricate and perplexing, that the she’pherds sttfod still 
„ like people astonished and confounded. 

'* In vain did-k& plead that it was the perfection of 
.musick composed by the most skilful master of Hesperia. 
Menalcas^lindipg that he was a stranger, hospitably took 
compassion on him, and delivered him to "aVi’old shep¬ 
herd, who was ordered to get him c tot lies that would fk 
him, and teach hjm Row to speak plain. 

f The fourth that stepped forward*was young Amyn- 
tas, the most .beautiful of all the Arcadian swains, and 
secretly beloved by Amaryllis. I^e wore that day the 
NOTE. 

J The name supposed to hf taken by Vitgif in his fim pastoral. 
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As through, the croud he press’d, the sylvan choir 
Hi; mien applauded, and his neat attire; 

And Daphne;, yet untaught in amorous lore. 

Felt strange desires, and pains unknown before. 

He now begins; the dancing hills attend. 

And knotty oaks from mountain-tops descend: 

He sings of swains beneath the beechen shade, 

* When lovely Amaryllis fill’d the glade; 

Next, in a sympathizing lay, coiiiplams 

l 

Of love unpitied, and the lover’s pains: 

But when with art the hallow’d pipe he blew. 

What deep attention hush’d the rival crew? 

He play’d so sweetly, and so sweetly sung. 

That on each note th’ enraptur’d audience hung; 

Ev’n blue-hair’d nymphs, from Ladon’s limpid stream,- 
Rais’d their bright heads, and listen’d to the theme; 

IMITATIONS. 

same colours as the maid for whom he sighed. He' 
moved towards her with an easy, but unassured, air: she 
blushed as he came near her; and when she gave him 
the fatal present, they both trembled, blit neither could 
speak. Having secretly breathed liis vovs to .the gods, 
he poured forth such melodious notes, that, though they 
were a little wild ind irregular, they filled every heart 
with dfelight. The swains immediately mingled in the 
dance; and the* old shepherds affirmed, that they had 
often heard such musiek by night, which *hey imagined 
to be played by some of the rural deities.' 

NOTE. 

' * J-'oriuosam idonare doces AmvjUida sj-lvam. Kirg. 
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Then through the yielding waves in transport glanc’d j 
Whilst on the banks the joyful shepherds danc’d: 

“ We oft, said they, at close of evening flowers, 

“ ti^ve heard such musick in the t'dtal bowers: 

“We wonder’d ; for we thought some amorous god, 

“ That on a silver moonbeam swiftly rode, 

“ Had fail’d with starry plunteS the floating air, 

“ And touch’d his fcarp, to charm some mortal fair.** 

He ended; and.as rolling billows loud *, 

His praise resounded from the circling croud. 

The clamorous tumult aoftly to compose, 

High in the midst the plaintive * Colin rose, 

Horn on the lilied banks of royA Thame, 

Which oft had rung with* Rosalihda’s name; 

Fair, yet neglected ; neat, vet unadorn’d} 

The pTideuf dress* and flowers of art,*lie scorn’d: 

And, like the nymph who^5r,’ti his youthful breast. 

Green were his buskins, green his sirflple vest: 

With careless ease his rustick lrfjrs he sung. 

And melody flow'd smoothly from his tongue: 

Of June’s gay ‘fruits and August’s corn he told. 

The bloom df April, and December’s coldj # . 
f The loves of shepherds, and theij; harmless cheer 
In every montfi that decks die varied year. 

Now on the flute with equal grace he played, 

And his soft»numbers died along the shade; 

-»-.-—i- 

nAtes. 

* Colin is the name that Spenser takes in Bis pastorals; ami Rosalinda 
is that under which hy celebrates hit mistress. 

■f.Sc* the Shepherd’s (Calendar. 


■M)6 ARCADIA. 

The skilful dancers to Ins accents mov’d. 

And .every voice his easy tune approv’d; 

Ev’n Hyla, blooming maid, admir’d the strain,' 

While through her bqpoin shot a pleasing pain. 

Now all were hush’d, no rival durst arise; 

Pale were^ their cheeks, and full of tears their eyes'. 

Menalcas, rising from his iflowerv seat. 

Thus, with a voice majestically sweet } 

Address’d th’ ( attentive throng: “ Arcadians, hear! 

“ The sky grows dark, and beamy stars appear : 

“ Haste to the vale; the bridal bowers prepare, 

“ And hail with joy Menalcas* tuneful heir. 

“ Thou, Tityrus, of swains the pride and grace, 

“ Shall clasp soft Daphne in thy fond embrace ; 

And thou, young Colin, in thy willing arms 

“ Shalt fold my Hyla, fair in native charms: t 

“ O’er these sweet plains divided empire hold, 

“ And to your latent race transmit an age of gold. 

“ What splendid visions rise before my sight, 

1 

“ And fill my aged bosom with dcliglu!. 

“ * Henceforth of wars and conquest shall you sing, 

“ Arms and the Man in every clime shill ring: 

“ Thy muse, bold Maro, Tityrus no more, 

“ Shall <ell of chiefs that left, the Phrygian shore, 

“ Sad Dido’s love, and Venus’ wandering son, 

“ The Latians vanquish’d, and Lavinia wonu 

NOTE. 

* This prophecy of Meralcas alludes to the /Eucid of Virgil, and the 
jairy-Oueen “of Spenser. 
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* j Add thou, O Colin, heaven-defended youth, 

" Shalt hide in fiction’s feil the charms of truth; 

“ Thy notes the sting of sorrow shall beguile, 

“ Ann smooth thtf brow of anguish till it smile; 

• • • 

“ Notes, that a sweet Elysian dream can raise, 

4* And lea^ th’ enchanted soul through fancy’s*maze; 

“ Thy verse^hall shipe with Gloriana’s name, 

“ And fill the world with Britain’s endless fame.” 

* To Tityrus then he«gatfe the sacred flute. 

And bade his sons their blushing brides salute; 

Whilst all the traiil'a lay of trjumph sung, 

Till mountains echo'd, and till valleys rung. 

a 

f While thus with mirth they tun’d the nuptial strain, 

A youth, too late, was hastening o’er the plain. 

Clad in a flowing vest of azure hue; 

• , • 

^ Blue were his sandals, and Iijs girdle blucy 

A slave, ill-dress’<] and mean, t>ehfnd him bore 

• • 

An osier-basket, fill’d with fishy^store"; 

•The lobster with his sable armour bold; 

The tasteful mullet deck’d with scales of gold ; * 

IMITATIONS. 

* The good old man leaped from ^is throne, and, after 

he had embracSd him, presented him to his daughter, 
which caused a general acclamation. • * 

f While they were in the midst of tlfcir joy, they 
were surprised with a very odd appearance. A person, 
in a blue mantle, crowned with sedges and rushes, 
stepped into the midst of the ring. « He had an»angling 
. * NOTE. 

t Ste Sannazaro, Ongaro, Phincas'Fletcher, and other writers,of 
piscatory eclogues. 

VOL. VIII. 
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Bright perch, the tyrants of the finny breed? 

And greylings sweet, that crop the fragrant weed: 
Among them shells of many a tint appear; 

* The heart of Venus, and her pearly ear? 

The nautilus, on curling billows born; 

And scallops, by the wandering pilgrim worn; 
Some dropp’d with silver, some with purple dye ; 
With all the race that seas or streams supply; 

A 

A net and angle o’er his shoulder hung: 

Thus was the stranger clad, and thus he sung: 

“ Ah ! lovely damsel, leave thy simple sheep ; 

“ ’Tis sweeter in the sea-worn rock to sleep: 

it 

“ There shall thy line the scaly shoals betray, 

it a 

“ And sports, unknown before, beguile the day; 

“ To,guide o’er rolling waves the dancing skiif, 

*' Or pluck the samphire from th’ impending cliff: 


IMITATIONS. 

rod in his hand, a pannier upon bis .back; and a poor 
meagre wretch in wet clothe., carried sqme oysters before 
him. Being asked, whence he came, and \\ hat he was, 
he told them he was come to invite Amaryllis from the 
plains to the sea-shore; that his substance consisted in 
sea-calves; and that hoi was acquainted with the Nereids 
and Naiads. Art thou acquainted with the Naiads ?” 
said Menalcas, “ to them shalt thou return.” The shep¬ 
herds immediately hoisted him up as an enemy to Arca- 

NOTE. 

* renin's heart and Units's ear are (he names of two veiy beautiful 
shells. 
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** My rapturous notes the blue-ey’d Nereids praise. 

And silver-footed Naiads hear my lays.” 

“ To them, MenalcaS shid, thy numbers pour; 

“ Insult our flocks and blissful vale's no more.” 

He spoke; tlie heralds knew their sovereign’s will, 

*And hurl’d the fisher down the sloping hill: 

Headlong plung’d # bent@th tire liquid plain, 

(But not a nymph receiv’d the falling swain); 

Then, dropping, rOSe; and, iike the rushing wind. 
Impetuous fled, nor cast a look behind: 

* He sought the poplar^d hanks of winding Po, 

But slmnn’d the meads where Ladon’s waters flow. 

f Ere through nine radiant signs the flaming sun 
His course resplendent in the Zodiack run. 

The royal damsels, bashful now no more. 

Two lovely’boys on one glad morning bore; 

From blooming Daphne fair Alexis sprung, . 

And Colinet on Hyla’s bosom hung; • 

IMITATIONS. 

* • c 

dia, and plunged him in jlie river, where he iunhj and 
was nevei; heard of since. • 

f Amyntas *and Amaryllis lived a long and Jtappy life, 
and governed the vales of Arcadia. Their generation 
was very long-1 wed,^there havjpg been but four descents 
in above two thousand years. His heir was called Theo¬ 
critus, who left Kis dominions to Virgil. Virgil left his 
to his son Spenser, and Spenser was succeeded by his 

eldest-born PKilips. , 

NOTE. 

* This alludes to the Latin^compositions of ^annazarius ;.v?hich have 
great merit in their kin,!. 
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Both o’er tHe vales of sweet Arcadia reign’d. 

And both the manners of their sires retain’d: 

* Alexis, fairer than a mom of May, 

In glades and forests tun’d his rural lay. 

More soft than rills that through the valley flow. 

Or vernal gales that o’er the violets blow; 

He sung the tender woes of artless ^wains. 

Their tuneful contests, and their amorous pains; 
When early ‘spring has wak’d the breathing flowers. 
Or winter hangs with frost the silvery bowers: 

•j But Colinet in ruder numbers tells - 
The loves of rusticks, and fair-boding spells ; 

Sings how they simply pass the livelong day. 

And softly mourn, or innocently play. 

Since them no shepherd rules th’ Arcadian mead, 

■> 

Bvt silent hangs Menalcas’ fatal reed 4 . 


NOTES. 

* See Pope’s pastoral's. 

+■ See the Shepherd’s Weejc, of Cay. 



GAISSA: 

OR; 

THE GAME AT CHESS. 

A POEM. 


«w. vr i7d3. 



ADVERTISEMENT, 


THE first idea of the following piece was 
taken from a Latin poem of Vida, en¬ 
titled Scacciha L\jdcs, which was trans¬ 
lated into Italian by Marino, and inserted in 
the fifteenth Canto of liis Adonis: the au¬ 
thor thought it fair to make an acknow¬ 
ledgment in the notes for the passages 
which he borrowed from those two poets; 
but he must also do them the justice to de¬ 
clare, that*most of the descriptions, and the 
whole story of Qiissa, which is written in 
imitation of Ovid, arc his own, and their 
faults must be 'imputed to him only. The 
characters in the poem are no. less imaginary* 
than those in the episode; in which the in¬ 
vention of Chess is poetically ascribed to 
Mars,' ‘though it is certain that the game 
was originally brought from India. 
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OF armies on the chequer’d field array’d, 

‘And guiltloB* war in pleasing form display’d; 

When two bfild kin^? contend with vain alarms. 

In ivory this, and that in ebon arms; . 

Sing, sportive maids, that haunt the sacred hill 
Of Pindus, and the fam’jJ. Pierian rill, 
f Thou, joy of all below, and all above, 

Mild Venus, queen of laughter, queen of love; 

Leav’e thy bright island, where on .many a rose 
And many a pink thy blooming train repose: 

Assist me, gpddcss! since a lovely pair^ 

Command my song, like thee divinely fair. 

Near yon cool stream* whose living ivaters play, 

• ~ 

And rise translucent in the solar.ray; 

Beneath the cov.prt.of a fragrant bower, 

Where spring’s soft influefice purpled every flower; 
-----:_ 

IMITATIONS. 

Ludimus efiigiem belli, simulataque veris 
Praelia, buxo acies*fictas, ek Kidicra regna': 

Ut gemini intense regee, albusque«ig|fcrque, 

Pro laudc qppositi certent bicoloribus armis. 

Dicitc, Seriades Nymphse, certqjnina tanta.. Vida. 

AEncadum genitrix, hominum divumque voluptas, 
Alma Venus! &c. Lucretius. 
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Two smiling nymphs reclin’d in calm retreat* 

And envying blossoms crowded round their seat: 

Here Delia was enthron’d, and by her side 
The sweet Sirena, both in beauty’s pride: 

Thus shine two roses, fresh with early bloom. 

That from their native stalk dispense perfume; 

Their leaves unfolding ip the dawning day . 

Gems of the glowing mead, and e^es of May. 

A band of youths and damsels sat around. 

Their flowing locks with braided myrtle bound ; 

Agatis, in the graceful dance admir’d. 

And gentle Thyrsis, by the muse inspir’d; 

With Sylvia, fairest of the mirthful train; 

And Daphnis, doom’d to love, yet love in vain. 

Now, whilst a purer blush o’erspreads her cheeks. 

With soothing accents thus Sirena speaks: , 

“ The meads and lawns are ting’d with beamy light, 
“ And wakeful lar,ks begin their vocal flight; 

“ Whilst on each bank,the dewdrops sweetly smile; 

“ What sport, my Delia, shall the hours beguile ? 

“ Shall heavenly notes, prolong’d with various art, 

“ Charm the fond ear, and warm the raptr.rous heart ? 
st At distance shall we view the sylvan chace? 

“'Or c^tch with silken lines the finny race?” 

Then‘Delia thus; “ Or rather, since, we meet 
“ By chance assembled in this cool retreat, 

“ In artful contest let our warlike train 
1 yfc\\-d\iect«d o’er the colour’d plain; 
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“ Daplinls, who taught us first, the play shall guide; 

“ Explain its laws, and o’er the field preside: 

“ No prize we need, our ardour to inflame; 

“ Wtf,fight with pleasure, if we fight {or fame.” 

The Inymphjconsents: the maids and youths prepare 
To view the combat, and the sport to share; 

But Daphni-^piost approv’d the Ijold design. 

Whom Love instructed, and the tuneful Nine. 

He rose, and on the cedar table plac’d m 
A polish’d board, with differing colours grac’d; 

* Squares eight times Bight in equal order lie; 

These bright as snow, those da*k with sable dye; 

Like the broad target by the tortoise born. 

Or like the hide; by spotted panthers worn. 

Then from a chest, with harmless heroes stor’d, 

* O’er thft smooth plain two well-wrought hosts he pour’d; 
The champions burn’d their rivals to itssail, 
f Twice eight in hlack, twice eight in ijiilkwh*te mail; 


. ’IMITATIONS. 

• • 

* Sexaginta insunt et quatuor prdine sedes 
Octonoj parte ex omni, via limite quadrat 
Ordinibus paribus; necnon forma omnibus una 
Sedibus, a;quale et spatiym, sed non color unus: 
Alternant semjjer variae, sufteuntque vicissim 
Albentes nigris;«testud<f picta superhe 
Qualia devetto gestat discrimina tergo. Vida. 

•|- Agmina bina*pari numeroflue, etfviribus sequis, 

Bis nivea cum veste octo, totidemqqe nigranti. 

Ut varise facies, oaritef sunt,et sua cuique 
Nomina, diversum munus, no* sequa potestas. Fid*. 
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In shape and station different, as in name. 

Their motions various, nor their power the same. 

Say muse! (for Jove has nought from thee conceal’d) 
Who form’d the legions on the level field ? 

High in the midst the; reverend kings appear, 

And o’er the rest their pearly scepters rear: 

One solemn step, mqjestjpally slow. 

They gravely move, and shun the dangerous,foe; 

If e’er they call, the watchful subjects spring. 

And die with rapture if they save their king; 

On him the glory of the day depends. 

He once imprison’d, all tlnj conflict ends. 

The queens exulting near their consorts stand;' 

Each bears a deadly falchion in her hand; , 

Now here, now there, they bound with furious pride. 
And thin the trembling ranks from side to side; 

Swift as Camilla flying o’er the main. 

Or lightly skimming o’er the dewy^plain: 

Fierce as they seem, some bold Plebeian spear 
May pierce their shield, or stop their full career. 

THe vsftiant guards, their minds on havock bent. 

Fill the next squares, and watch the royal fenty 

% f t 

Though weak their spears, though dwarfish be their 
Jieight, 

* Compact they cnove, the bulwark of the fight. 

NOTE. 

* The chief art in theTacticks of Chess consists in the nice conduct of 
the royal pawns; in supporting them against every attack; and, if they 
are taken. In supplying their places with others equally supported: a prin¬ 
ciple, on which the success of the game in great measure depends, though 
it seems to be omitted by the very accurate Vida. 
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To "right and left the martial wings display 

• t 

'fl»eir shining arms, and stand in close array. 

Behold, four archers, ejiger to advance. 

Sene the light reed, and rush with.sidelong glance; 
Through angles ever they assault the.foes. 

True to the colour, which at first they chose. 

Then fomfbold knights for counage tfam’d and speed. 

Each knighff exalted*on a prancing steed: 

* Their arching course no vulgar limit knows, 

• • * 

Transverse they leap, and aim insidious blows: 

Nor friends, nor foes’, tjieir rapid force restrain, 

By one quick bound two changing squares they gain; 
From varying hues renew the fipree attack. 

Anti rush from black to white, from white to black. 

Four solemn elephants the sides defend; 

Beneath tljc load of ponderous towers, they bend: 

In one unalter’d line they teirtpt thb fight? 

• • • , 

Now crush the left, jnd now o’erwhelm the ri ^ht. 

Bright in the front the dauntless soldiers raise 
Their polish’d spears; tliejr steely helmets blaze: 
Prepar’d they stand the Baring foe to strike, 

Direct $ieir«progress, but their wounds oblique. 

•m * 

IMITATIONS. 

• • • 

* II cavallo loggia* per dritta lista. 

Come gli altr», 1’ arritigo unqua don ferule, 

Ma la lizea attraversa, e fiero in vista 
Curvo in giro, e lunato il salt® stende, 

E sempre nel saltar due case acquista, 

Quel colore abbandona, e questo prende. 

Marina , Achyc.* 15 . 
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Now swell th’ embattled troops with hostile rage,, 
And dang their shields, impatient to engage ; 

When Daphnis thus: A varied plain behold. 

Where fairy kings the’r mimick tents unfold. 

As Oberon, and Mab, his wayward queen, 

l 

Lead forth their armies on the daisied green. 

No mortal hand the wonderous sport contriv’d^ 

By Gods invented, and from Gods deriv’d: 

* From them, ;he British nymphs receiv’d the game. 
And play each mom beneath the crystal Thame; 

9 - 

Hear then the tale, which they to Colin sung. 

As idling o’er the lucid wave he hung. 

A lovely Dryad rang’d the Thracian wild, 

Her air enchanting, and her aspect mild ; 

To chase the bounding hart was all her joy. 

Averse from Hymen, and the Cyprian boy ; 

O’er hills and valleys was her beauty fam’d. 

And fair Caissa was the damsel nam’d. 

Mars saw the maid; with deep surprize he gaz’d. 
Admir’d her shape, and every gesture prais'd: 

His golden bow the child of Venus bent. 

And through^his breast a piercing arrow sent: 

The reed was Hope; the feathers, keen Desire; 

The point, her eyes; the barbs, ethereal fire. 

■ - ■ , % _ - -- , - - - - 

IMITATIONS. 

* Quae quondam sub aquis gaudent spectacla tucri 
Nereides, vastique omnis geris accola ponti; 

Siquan’do placidum mare, et humida regna quierunt. 

Vida. 
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Soon to thfe nymph he pour’d his tender strain; 
lire haughty Dryad scorn’d his amorous pain: 

He t<jld his woes, where'er the maid he found. 

And syll he press’d, yet still Caissa frown’d; 

But ev’n her frowns (ah, what might smiles have done!} 
Tfr’d all his soul, and all his senses won. 

He left his cy, by raging tigers drawn, 

And lonely wander’d o’er the dusky lawn; 

Then lay desponding near a tnurmuring stream. 

And fair CaTssa was his plaintive theme. 

• • 

A Naiad heard hinffrom her mossy bed, 

• And through the crystal rais’d her placid head; 

The® mildly spake: “ O thou, whom love inspires, 

“ Thy tears will nourish, not allay thy fires.- 
“ The^smiling blossoms drink the pearly dew; 

“ And ripening fruit the feathgr’d r^ce pursue; 

“ The scaly sheals devour the* silken weeds;. 

• • 

“ Love on our sighs, and on our sorrow feeds. 

1‘ Then weep no more; but,.ere thou canst obtain 

• ^ 

“ Balm to thy wVunds, agd solace to thy pain,. 

“ With gentle art thy martial look beguile; 

“ Be mild, and teach thy rugged brow to srfiilb. 

“ Canst thou no play, no^soothing glitne devise, 

“ To make the*lovely in the damsel’s eyes? 

• • • 

“ So may thy prayers assuage the scornful dame. 

“ And cv’n CyYssa own a mutual flame.” 

“ Kind nymph, said M3rs,*thy counsel I approve, 

“ Art, only art, her rurhless breast can move. 
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“ But when ? or how? Thy dark discourse explain: 

“ So may thy stream ne’er swell with gushing rain ; 

“ So may thy waves in one pure'current flow, 

“ And flowers eteihal on thy border blow!” 

To whom the maid replied with smiling mien: 

“ Abo^-e the palace of the Paphian queen 
“ * Love’s brother dwells, n boy of graceful port, 

“ By gods nam’d Euphron, and By mortals Sport: 

* £ Seek hifti; to faithful ears unfold’thy grief, 

“ And hope, ere morn return, a. sweet relief 
“ His temple hangs below the azure skies ; 

“ Seest thou yon argent cloud? Tis there it lies.” 

This said, she sunk beneath the liquid plain, 

And sought the mansion of her blue-hair'd train. 

Meantime the god, elate with heart-fell joy, 

Tlad reach'd the temple of the sportful boy; 

He told Caissa’s charms, Ill's kindled tire, 

The Naiad’s counsel, and his warm desire. 

“ Be swift, he added, gbe my passion aid; 

“ A god requests.”—He sp^ke, and "port obey’d. 

He fram’d a tablet of celestial mold, 

Inlay’d With squares of silver and of gold; 

Then of two metals form’d the warlike band, 

* II 4 W *J 

That here compact in show of battle s'-and; 

IMITATIONS. 

• Ecco d’ astuto ingegno, e pronta mano 
Garzon, che sempre scherza, e vola ratto, 

Gioco s’apella, ede d’ amor germano. Marino, Adone. 15. 
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He taught the rules that guide the pensive game, 
And call’d it Cassa from the Dryad’s name: 
(Whence Albion’s sons, who most its praise confess. 
Approv’d the play, and nam’d it thoughtful Chess.) 
The god delighted thank’d indulgent Sport; 

, Then grasp’d the board, and left his airy court* 
With radiant feet lig pierc'd the clouds ; nor stay’d. 
Till in the woods lie saw the beauteous maid: 

Tir’d with the cliasc the dSmsel sat reclin’3. 

Her girdle loose, her bosom unconfin’d. 

• • 

He took the figurt? of a wantpn Faun, 

And stood before her on the flowery lawn; 
l'hpn show’djiis tablet: pleas’d the nymph survey’d 
The lifeless troops in glittering ranks display’d; 

She ask’d the wily sylvan to explain 

* . • 

The various motions of the splendid trains 

With eager hea^t she caught*the?winning lcJre, 

• • 

And thought ev’n Maas less hateful fhan before: 

. “ What spell, said she, deceiv’d my careless mind ? 
“ The god wasVair, anti I was most unkind.”. 

She spoke, and saw the changing Faun assume 

• * 

A milder aspect, and a fairer bloom; 

His wreathing # horns, that from his*temples grew. 
Flow’d down in curls of bright cclestia^hue; 

The dappled hairs, that veil’d his loveless Ace, 
Blaz’d into beams, and sliow’d a ^heavenly gtace; 
The shaggy hide, that mantled o’er his breast; 

Was soften’d to a smooth transparent vest. 
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That through its folds his vigorous bosom shoo’d, ' 
And nervous limbs, where youthful ardour glow’d: 
(Had Venus view’d him in those blooming charms, 
Not Vulcan’s net had forc’d her from his arms.) 
With goatlike feet no more he mark’d the ground. 
But braided flowers his silken sandals bound. 

The Dryad blush’d; and, as he press’d her, smil’d. 
Whilst all his cares one tender glance beguil’d. 

He ends: To arms, the miiids'ancl striplings cry; 
To arms , the groves and sounding ’ ales reply. 

Sircna led to war the swarthy crew, “ 

And Delia those that bore the lily’s lmc. 

Who first, O muse, began the bold attack; 

The white refulgent, or the mournful black r 
Fair Delia first, as favouring lots ordain, 

A0aves her pale legions tow’rd the sable train: 

From thought to thought ‘her lively fancy flies. 
Whilst'o’er the board she darts ker sparkling eye?. 

At length the warriour moves with haughty stride 
Who from the plain the snowy' king divides • 

With equal haste his swarthy rival bounds; 

His quiver tattles, and his buckler sounds: 

Ah! hapless youths, with fatal warmth vou burn; 
Laws, ever fix’d, forbid you to return. 

Then from the wing a short-liv’d spearman flies. 
Unsafely bold, and see! he dies, he dies: 

The dark-brow’d hero, with one vengeful blow 
Of life and place deprives his ivory foe. 
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Now.rush.both armies o’er the burnish’d field. 

Hurl the swift dart, and rend the bursting shield. 

Hcr^ furious knights Otf fiery coursers prance. 

Here archers spring, and lofty towrfrs* advance. 

But see! the wlfite-rob’d Amazon beholds 

Where the dark host its opening van unfolds: 

* #. . •. • 

Soon as her eye discerns the hostile maid. 

By ebon shield, and tbon helm betray’d; 

Seven squares she'jiasses.wish majestick midh. 

And stands triumnhanf o’er the falling queen. 

Perplex’d, and sorrewing at his consort’s fate, 

.The monarch burn’d with rage, despair, and hate: 

Swift from his zone th’ avenging \>Iade he drew,. 

* • • 

And, mad with ire, the proud virago slew. 

Meanwhile sweet-smiling Delia’s wary king 

Retir’d frona fight behind his circling wing. ^ 

Long time the war in eqinlbalance hung;. 

Till, unforeseen, an ivorj^ courser sprung, 

And, wildly prancing in an evjl hour, 

Attack’d at once live monarch and the tower: 

. 

Sirena blush’d; for, as the rules requir’d, 

Ilcr injursovereign to his tent retir’d; 

Whilst her lost castle leaves his threatening height,. 

* * • 

And adds new glgry Po th’ exfllting knight. 

At this, pale feat oppress’d the drooping maii. 

And on her clieek the rose began to fade: 

• » 

A crystal tear, that stood prepar’d to fall, 

She wip’d in silence, and.conce.u’d from all;. 

voj.. van y 



314 


CAISSA. 


From all but Daphnis: lie remark’d her pain 
And saw the weakness of her ebon train; 

Then gently spoke: “ Let me your loss supply, 

“ And either nobly win or nobly die* 

“ Me oft has fortune crown’d with fair success, 

“ And ied to triumph in the fields of Chess.” 

He said: the willing nymph her place resign’d. 
And sat at distance on the bank reclin’d. 

Thus when Minerva call’d her .chief co arms. 

And Troy’s high turret shook with dire alarms, 
>The Cyprian goddess wounded left the plain. 

And Mars engag’d a mightier force in vain. 

Straight Daphnis leads his squadron to the field 
(To Delia’s arms ’tis ev’n a joy to yield.) 

Each guileful snare, and subtle art he tries, 

But finds his art less powerful than her eyes: 
Wisdom and strength.superiour charms obey; 

And b4auty, beauty, wins the long-fought day. 

By this a hoary chief, on slaughter bent. 
Approach’d the gloomy king’s; unguard'd tent; 
Where, late, his consort spread dismay around. 
Now her ■dark corse lies bleeding on the ground. 
Hail, happy youth 1 thy glories not unsung 
Shall "live eternal on the poet’s tongue; 

For thou sbalt soon receive a splendid change. 
And o’er the plain with nobler fury range. 

The swarthy leaders saw the storm impend. 

And strove in vain their sovereign to defend: 



CAISSA. 
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• , 

Th* invader wav’d his silver lance m air, 

• • 

Anjl flew like lightning to the fatal square; 

His limbs dilated in a moment grew 

« 

To stately height, and widen’d to ths fiew: 

More fierce his'loek, more lion-like his'mien. 

Sublime he mov’d, and seem’d a warriour queem 
As when the ^Sgc on some unfolding plant 
Has caught a wandering fly, or frugal ant. 

His hand the microscopick frame applies. 

And lo! a bright-hair’d monster meets his eyes; 

He secs new plumes in sleftdcr cases roll’d; 

Here stain’d with azure, there bedropp’d with gold; 
Thus, on the alter’d chief both armies gaze. 

And both the kings are fix’d*with deep amaze. 

The sword, which arm’d the snow-white maid before, 

■ 

He now Assumes, and hurls the spear no more; 

Then springs indignant on thg diirk-rob’d ban cl. 

And knights and archers feel his deadly Jiand. 

Now flies the monarch of the sable*shield. 

His legions vanquish!!, o’er the lonely field: 

• • 

* So when the morn, by rosy epursers drawn. 

With pearls* and Irubies sows the verdant lawn,.,. 

IMITATIONS. 

..-Medio*rex aequore biennis 

Constitit amiss's sociis; vehit aetheit in alto 
Expulit ardentes flammas ubi lutea bigi* 
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Whilst eath pale star from heaven’s blue vault retires, 
Stiil Venus gleams, and last of all expires. 

He hears, where’er he moves, the dreadful sound ; 

Check the deep vale's, and Check the woods rebound. 

N. p ace remains: he sees the certain'-fate. 

And yields his throne to ruin, and Checkmate. 

A brighter blush o’erspreads the damsel’s cheeks, 

And mildly thus the conquer’d stripling speaks: 

“ A double triumph, Delia, .hast thou won, 

“ By Mars protected, and by Venus’ sen; 

“ The first with conquest crownsihy matchless art, 

“ The sec j-t J points those eyes at Daphnis’ heart.” 

She smil’d, the nymphs and amorous youths arise, 

And own, that beauty gain’d the nobler prize. 

Low in their chest the mimick troops were lav’d, 

* And peaceful slept the sabje hero’s shade. 

„ IMITATIONS. 

Luciferis Aurora, tuus pulcherrimtis ignis 
Lucct adhuc, Venus, et ceelo mox uitimus exit. 

Viih■, vcr. tiO-1 

• A parody of tht- ] ast ’i n in Po. c’s translator! ofyhe Iliad, 

“ And p accful slept the mighty Hector’s shade.” 



CARMINUM LIBER 


I. ODE SJN1CA. 

"V IDES ut agros dulpe gemmatos lav«t* 

Argenteus riti ktex; 

Vi rifles tit aura stridulo modulaminp 
Arundines iftterstrcpat: 

Sic, sic, a mac no cir.cte.virtutum choro 
Princcps, mnnbiiitar nitcs. . 

Ut mnximo Jabore, & arte maxima 
Eiiiiigit artifex c-bur. 

Sic ad benignitatem arnica civinm 
Blande figuras pectora. 

Ut delicata gennnulam expofit mantis 
FulgortJ lucentem aureo. 

Sic civitatem milium gaudes tuam 
Ornare morum luriiine. 

O quam verenda micat hi oculis lenitas! 2 

*• 

Minantur & rident limul. 

O quanta jntlchro d k ijfnitas vulfau patet, 

* • 

Et quant us incessu decor! 

Scilicet, arrwrno^incte virtutum clioro 

Princcps, amabiliter nites. 

Annou per omne,%eri# instar, scfulum 

Memoria fioreucefr tui? 

• II. ODE P™«TCA. 

JAM rosa purpureum caput explicat. Adsit, amici. 
Suavis voluptaturn cohors: 

Sic monuere senes. 
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Nunc Iaeti sumus; at citius beta avoiat aetas, 

Q&in sacra mutemus mero 
Stragula nectareo? 

Dulce gernit zephynjs: ridentem mitte puellatn, 
Quam molli in amplexu tenens 
Pocula lacta bibam. 

Tange chelyn. Ssevit fortunai at mitte querelas: 
Cur non canoros barbiti 
Eiicimus modulos? 

En! fiorum regina nitet rosa. Fundite vim, 
Quod amoris extinguat face'm, 

Nectareos latices. 

jSuave loquens Philomela vocor: qul fiat ut umbra 
Tectus rosarum nexili 
(Veris avis) taceam? 


UI. ALTl'.HA. 

AFFElv seyphos, & dulcd ridends meri 
Purpureos latices 
Effiinde largius, pucr. 

Nam vinum amurcs lenit ad olescentium, 

•i 

Diffildlesque scnum 
Emollit segritudines. 

Solem merum semulatur, & lunam cal:x; 
Nectar eis fovcat 
Die luna solem :mplexib is. 

Flammas nitentes sparge: vini scilicet 
Feirvidioris a quam 
Flammae nitentis xmulam. 
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Quod si rpsarum fragilis avolat decor, 

• * Sparge, puer, liquidas 
Vjni rubcscentis rosaS. 

Si devinm Philomela deserit nemus 
Porula l?et3 canant 
•Non elaboration melos. 

Injurioste spcrnc fortunx minasf 

• • * 

Lxtaque mastitiam 

DcpeU it informom clicks. 

Somnus beat os, saramis amplexus dabit: 

Da milii dulcftmefuin 
Somnum quod ailiciat levetn. 

Duke cst madere vino. Da califfes novos, 

Ut placida madidus 
Oblivionc porfruar. 

Scyphum afFer alterum, puer, deinde »lterum: 
Seu vctitum fuerit. 

Amice, seu licitum’bibam. 


IV. odjl'arabica. 

ad fabl’ilum. 

DULCI tristitiam vir-j laverc, aut, nitente luni. 
Multi rectifies ip ros* 

Urgcre blandis jasculis puellas; 

Aut, dum prala Jevi pulsat pedc delicata virgo 
Comam rfcnodans aurcani, 

Molli cupidinis tepere flamma: 

• • 

Aut, dum blanda »ures recrea* lyra, floreo sub antro 
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Ad suave zephyrorum melos 
Rore advocati spargier soporis: 
llxc ver purpureum datgaudia, comis & jmentas. 
His, mice dune tempus favet, 

Decet vacare, dumque ridet annus. 

Quicunqv.e aut rerum domini sumus, aut graves coacvi 
Curas egestatis pali, t 
Debemur asperx, Fabulle, morti. 

V- AD LAiLIUM. 

YESTIMENTA mis grata sororibus, 1 
Et d jnem lapules, quos vel alit Tagi 
Fluctus, vel celer unda 
Ganges aurifera lavit, 

Laeli, si mea sit dives opum dooms-: 

Qj'id mittam addubito. Scilicet haud niest 
Servo carmina blandis *• 

Ny.npharum auribus insolens. 

Quorum tu potior pectora candidis 
Mulces alloquiis, te potiorem amat 
Musa, utcunque puellx 
Pulsas'tfEoliae fides. 

Quin illis acies mitttre commodus 
Tornatas’meJuor, qua: bicocoribus 
Armis coivpiciendse 

Bella innoxia destinant; 

Qualis propter aquas aut Lacedxmoni 
Eurotse gelidas, aut Tiberis vada. 
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Cofnicum manus albis 
• * Nigrans ccrtat oloribus. 

Cur non sub viridi luditfms ilicis 
Umbra suppositi? Die veniat genis ■ 
Ridens Lyflia'pulchris, 

Et saltare deceits Chloe: 

Die reddant mild me.^ Liylitc, virgines; 
Me testudineis aut \*enerem modis 
Dicente, aut juv8nilis . 

Telum dulce Cujjidinis. 


VI. AD LUl^AM. 

CCELI dulcc nitens deebs, 

Lenta lora manu, Cynthia, corripc: 
Pulchra: fecta peto Chloes, 

• 

Et labrum rosco ncctarc su^vius. 

Non prsedalor ut iihprobus, 
Persylvas propero, te duce, devias; 

Nee, dam lux»radtat tua,* 

• . 

Ultricenwneditor figere cuspidem. 

Quem*tu, mitis Amor, semel 
Placatum tepida lenieris face, 

m 

m Ilium deseruij fuAr, 

Et telum facili ddcidit e manu. 

Nee delicta per & nsfas 
Furtiva immeritus gaudia pfersequor; 

Blanda victa Chloe prece 
Pepjum rejiciet purpureum libqns. 



222 


CARMINUM L.IBER. 


VII. AD VENEREM. 

OR0 te teneri blurtda Cupidinis 

Mater, cceruleis edita fluctibus, 

Quse grati fruticeta'atcolis Idali, 

Herbosamque Amathunta, & viriJem Crriddn, 

Oro, Pywha, meis cedat amoribus. 

Qua; nunc, Tsenaria immitior yesculo, 

Moerentis I.icini sollicitum melos 

Ridet. Notr’liquidae carmine t(bice. 

Non illam AEoliis illacrymabilem 

Plectris dimoveat, lenis ut ardtiarfi 

Cerviccm tepidum flectat ad‘osculum. 

(Quantum est & vacuis hcctar in osculia!) 

Quod si carminibus mitior applicet 

Aures ilia meis, si (rigidum gelu 

T« solvente) pari me tepeat face, 

Te propter liquidum fonticulbvitrum, 

Pnnam dbnspicuo naarmore lucidajn, 

'i’e cantans Paphiam, teque .Amathusiam 

Pellam grymineum ter pede cespitem. 

Tuna nigranti laedcra & tempora laurea 

Cingam, tulrc* hilares eiiciam modos: 

At nunc me juvenurfl prietereuntium 
• * * 

Me ridet. c'omitum coetus amabilis; 

Et ludens puarorum in plateis cohors 

Ostendit digitis me, quia langticq 

Demissis oculis, me, quia somiiia 

Abrupta hand facili virgine saucimn 

Mpnstrant, & viola pallidior gena. 
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Pill. AD EANDEM. 
PF.TlFIDO ridens Erycana vultu, 

Seu Joci mater, teneriqfte Amoris, 

>Seu Paphi regina potens, Cyprique • 
Eaetior audis, 

# L«nque jucundain Cnidon, & coruscutn 
Dirigens currum levis huc.vocanti. 

Hue \uni, & tecum properet soiuto 
C’rine Thalia.* 

Jam venis ! ntibes plqcidi serenas 
I’asseres iindunt; super* afbicantes 
I)um volant sylvas, celeresqtie versant 
. Leniter alas. 

Rursus ad cadum fugiunt. Sed alma 
Dalce subridens facie, loqtielam 
Welle conditam liquido jaceuus 
Fundis in aureir. 

,c Oua tepes, jnquis, L\pini, puella, 

Lucidis venantioculis '.unantes ? 

■ 

“ Cur doces m&stas resqnare lucum, 

“ Care, querelas? 

• • 

“ Dona si ridet tua, dona mittet; 

“ Sivc te mollj roseos per hortos 
Hinnulo vitat levior, sequetur 
“ Ipsa fugacem.” 

Per tuos oro^dea mitis, ignes. 

Pectus ingrata: rigidum Corinnse 
Lenias. Et te, Venus "alma, amore 
* Forsit Adonis. 



EX FEKDUSII 


s:* 

EX FERDUSII POET AS PERSICI POEMATE 
IIEROICO. 

SAMUS, »it aurato_einctum diademate rcgem 

Vulit ovans, excels? furcb.it ad atria gressi.tvji 

Quoin rex ad merit as facilis pro vox it honores, 

Et secum in solio jui-sit cqnsiderc cburneo, ' 

Cadato rutilanti aur->, mserttsqtie pyropis. ' 

Magnauimurq a .Tatus turn blanda heroii loquela, 

Multa super sociis, super arniis multa rogabat. 

Jam, quantos aleret tcllus Ilyrcara gigantas. 

Jam, qua parta manu nova sit victoria Persis: 

Cui dux lute memori parens cst voce locutus. 

Venimus ad castra liostilis, rex maxime, gentis; 

Gens est dura, ferox; non aspera s.evior errat 

Per dumeta leo, non sylva tigris in atra; 

Non equus in liutis Arabutn it velocior agris. 

Cum subito trepidam prevenit rumor in urbem 

Adventare acicm, queruli per tecta, per arces, 

Auditi gemitus, & non liutabile murmur: 

Ilicet xrata fulgentes casside tiirnias 

Eduxere viri; pars vastos fusa per agros, 

%■ * 

Pars monte in rigido, ant depressa valle seclebat: 
Horruit sere acies, tantseqne a pulvere nuues 
Exortx, ut pulchrum tegeret jubar aitherius sol. 

Quale in arenoso nigrarum colic laborat 
Formicarum agmrn, congestaque farra reponit; 

Aut qualis culicum leviter stridentibus alis 

" M 

Turba volans, tenues ciet ir.iportuna susurros; 

Talcs prosiluerc. Nepos ante ggmina Salmi 
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Ccac'us i-micuit, quo non fait ardua pinus 
•Al.iur, aui vcrnans excelso in monte cupressus. 

At/V.rum artas-geRdu forinidine solvi 

Argue ,c tremor, & laxnto in corporc pallor: 

Hoc vim, vSlido torquens hastile lacerto 
Per mcdi.-.s justs. duce me, penetrare phalanga*; 
limit .ilaries sompes^ ce'i,torvus in arvis 
yl.>pi:m lvelfphas, neqne sensit habenam: 
^liiiribus vlies rc*.liere,.& pristina virtus. *• 

Ac veiut, under): is jum surgant flumina Nili, 
lit refluant, avidi»haud mjucunda colonis, 

Pinguia frugiferis implennfr fluctibus arva; 

Sic terra innumeris agitata est*illa catcrvis: 

* • • 

Cum strepitum auiient nostrum, inger.temque fragoren* 
Findeu.i; galeas & ferrea scuta bipernis, 

Cerciu;, Rorrilico comuka, loca vas* bo::tu, 

• • • 

In me ilexit equmn, me crudelucnsc petelyt, 

Capti’. tM'Vjnc arcto*'. oluit con string I-re nodo: ■ 

* • 

Frustra; p.atn, limans habijem r.ec seguiter arcum, 
Poptileas mi- i«Juro mucrSnc sagittal, 

Flantmaru n rim, an: per nubila fulminis acti: 

Il!e t.i!hen celeri ruit impete, nosqne mcnimtes 
Incropitat, lctum minitans, rigidawc catenas: 

IJt verb acccji.it tfioienti tfti^iinis instar, 1 
Pulsus ut & cRpeus clypeo est, Sc’cassid^cassi* 

Ilium insurgentem, dirumque infligere vulnus 
Conantem, arripui, qua tliscolor ilia cinxit 
Balteus, & rutilis subnexa est fibula baccis. • 

Strenua turn v* lido molimiu? brachia versant 
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E stratis evulsi equitem, qui pronus, inermis, 
Decidit, & rabido Frendens campum ore momordit 
Pectora cui nivea, & ferrata cuspide costas 
Transfodi, madidaro defluxit sanguis in herbam 
Purpureus, tristisque -elapsa est vita sub umbras. 
Haud morji, diffugiunt hostes, ductcre perempto, 
Saxa per & colies ; nostril-victoria turmis' 
AfFuIsit, cacsosque doles, Hyrcania, natos. 

Sic pereant, quicunque tuo, rex optime, sceptro, 
Qui premis imperio Stellas, parere recusent f 
Dixit; & heroas Persarum rector fcvantes 
Laudibus in ccelum tollit; jubet inde beatas 
Instaurari epulas, & pocula dulcia poni: 
Conventual est, textoque super discumbitur auro. 

ELEGIA ARABICA. 

<• » 

FULGUR an e densa vibr3tum nube coru-xat r 
An roseas nudat Leila pudica genas? 
Bacciferumne celer fruticetum devorat ignis? 

Siderea an Solimse lun-.ina dulcs micant t 
Nardus an Hageri, an spirant violaria Mecca?, 
Candida odoriferis an venit Azza coinis? 

Quam juvat ah! patrios meinori t,enuisse reccssus 
Mente, per igno'.os dum vagor exul ngres? 

Valle sub umbrosa, pallens ubi luget amator, 

Kum colit assuctos rngllis arnica lares? 

s 

Jamne cient raucum praifracta tonitrua murmur 
Montibus, effusae quosrigat imber aqu-.e? 
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An tua^ dum fundit primum lux alma ruborem, 
kympha, Azibe, mcam pellet, ut ante, skim? 
Quot mea felices vidisti? gaudia, campi, 

Gaudia vx! misero non renovanda.mihi ? 
Ecquis apud Nagesli lucos aut pasctia Tad* 
Pastor amatorum spesque mctusque canit? 

Ecquis ait, gcltda Sal* dum valle*recumbit, 

• • * 

“ Heu! quid Cadeaieo in monte sodalis agit?” 
Num graciles rident iiyemalia/rigora myrti? *• 
Num viret in solitis lotos amata locis? 

Num vernant humiles in ipt ico colle my Hex ? 

, Ne malus has oculus, ne mala lxdat hyems! 

An mea Alegiades, dulcissima turba, puellx 
Curant, an Zephyris irrita* vota dabunt? 

,An viridern saliunt, nullo venante, per hortum 

Hinnuleiqub citi, capreolique leves? • 

• • 

Visamne umbriferos, loca di’.ectksinja, saints, 
Ducit ubi facilem lasts Noama choruna? 

Num Daregi ripas patula tegit arbutus umbra, 

Ah! quotics lacrymis humkla facta meis? 

Grata quij antra colit, nobis ab^ntibus, Amri, 
Antra pdcllarum quam bene nota gregt? 

Forsan a-.natores Meccana in valle reductos 

* • • 

Absentis Solimsj coAmeminiSse juvat. 

Tempus erit, levibtft quo pervigilata ca'chinni^ 
Nox dabit unanimi gaudia plena choro; 

-Quo dulces juvenum spirabit coetus aShores, 

Et lsetos avida combibej aure modos* 





AD MUSAM. 


FABULA PERSICA. 

RIG ANTE molles imbre cr.mpos Persitlis, 

E nube in aequor litpsa pul vise guttula est; 

Quae, cum reluctads eloqui sineret pudor, ' 

“ Quid<hoc loci? inquit, quid rei misella sum? 
** Quo me repente, ah! “quo redactam sentiof” 
Cum se verecundanti animula spcrneret, 

Illam recepit'gemmeo concha in sinu}' 
Tandemque tenuis aquula facta est unioj 
Nunc in corona beta Regis enficat, 

■Sibi non placere quanta sit Virtus, docens. 


AD MUSAM. 

VALE, Camena,. blanda cultrix ingcui, 
Virtutis altrfx, mater cloqucntia:! 
Linquenda alumno est laurus & chelys tuo : 
At tu dearum dulcium vlulcissinia, 

Seu Suada mavis sive Pit ho .dicier, 

A te receptus in tua vivam fide: 

Mihi sit, oro, non inutilis toga, 

Nec indiserta lingua, nec turpis manus. 



POETRY Oil THE EASTERN NATIONS. 


Arabia, i mean that part of it, which we call 
the Happy , ‘and whiih the AJiaiicks know by 
, the name of Yemen, feems to be the only coun¬ 
try in the World, ip which we can properly Jay 
the*fcene of paftoral poetry; becaufe.no nation 
at this day can vie‘with the Arabians in»the de- 
lightfulnefs of their climate, and the fimplicity 
of their manner/. There is a valley, indeed, to 
the noctji of Indojlan , called Cajhmtr, which, 
according to an account written by .a native of 
it, is a perfe£^ garden, exceedingly fruitful, and 

watered by a tfioilfand rivulets: but whet! its in- 
* • • • 
habitants were'fubdued by the ftrgtagem of a’ 

Mogul prince, they loft their happinefs with 

their liberty ^ and Arabia retained its old title 

without any rival to difpute if. Thefe are not 

the fancies of a'poet: the Beauties of Yemen ixt' 

vot. vnr. r 



SSO AN ESSAY ON THE POETRY 

proved by the concurrent teftimony of all travel¬ 
lers, by the defcriptions of it in all the writing* 
of AJia , and by the nature*aod fituation of the: 
country itfelf, which lies between the eleventh 
and fifteenth degrees of northern-latitude', under 
a ferene iky, and expofed to the moft favpur- 
able influence of the fun,; it is encloled on one 
fide by vaft rocks and deferts, and defended on 
the other by a tempeftuous fea, fo that it feems 
to have been defigned by Providence for the 
moft fecure, as well as the fnoft beautiful, region 
of the Eaft *. 

Its principal cities are Sanaa , ufually confi- 
dered as its metropolis; Zebid, a commercial 
town, that lies in a large plain near the fea of 
Oilman ; and Aden, furrounded with pleafant 
gardens and woods, which is fituated eleven 
degrees from the Equator, and feventy-fix from 
the Fortunate IJlands, or Canaries, where the geo- 

* I am at a lofs to conceive, what Induced the illuftrious 
Prince Cant emir to contend, that Yemen is properly a part of 
India ; for, - not to mention Ptolemy, and the other ancients, 
who confidered it as a province of Arabia, nor to infill on 
the language of the count, y, wnich is pure Arabiek, it is de- 
feribed by the Afat-cts themfelves as a large divifion dr that 
peninfula which they call Jezeiratul Arab-, and there is no 
more reafon for annexing it to India, becaufe the fea, which 
wafhes one fide of it, is looked upon by fome writers as be¬ 
longing to the great Indian ocean, than there would be for 
annexing it to Pttfa, becaufe it is bounded on another fide 
by die Perf an gulf. 
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graphers of Afa fix their firft meridian. It is 
obftrvable that Aden, in the Eaftern dialedfe, is 
precifely the fame*Wbrd with Eden, which we 
apply to the garden of paraidife: it has two 
fenfes, according to a flight difference in its pro¬ 
nunciation its firft meaning is a fettled abode, 
its fccond, dglight, foftitefs, ' or tranquillity : the 
word Eden had, pfobably, one of thefe fenfes in 
the facred text, though *we ufe it a*S a proper 
name. We may alio obferve in this place that 
Yemen itfelf takes "its name from a word, which 
lignilies verdure, and felicity ; for in thofe fultry 
climates, the .frefhnefs of the fhade, and the 
coolnefs of water, are ideas almoft infeparable 
from tlyit of liappinefs; and this may be a reafbn 
why moft of the Oriental ijatiops’ agree in a tra¬ 
dition concerning a delightful fpot, where the 
firft inhabitants of the earthy were placed'before 
their fall. The ancients, .who gave the name of 
Eudaimon , or Happy, .to this country, either 

meaned t» tranflate the word Yemen, or, more 

• • 

probably, only alluded to the valuable fpice- 
trees, and balfagrick pl^nts^that'grow in it, and,* 
without fpeaking poetically, give a. real perfume 
to the air * : now it is certain that'all poetry 

* The writer of an old hillcfty of the Turbjh Empire fays, 
“ The air of Egypt fametimes in fummer it like any fweet per- 
“ fume, and a/mo/l fufocates the fpirits, caufed by the wind that 
“ brings the odours of the Arabian Juices." 

’R 2. 
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receives a very eonfiderable ornament fr^-n the 
beauty of natural images; as the rofes of' Sha¬ 
ron, . the verdure of Carmel, the vines of En~ 
gaddi, and the dew of Herman, are the fources of 
many pleafing metaphors and companions in the 
{acred poetry: thus the odours of Yemen, the 
snufk of Hadrdmut and the pearls 1 of Omman, 
fupply the Arabian poets with a great variety of 
allufions; &nd, if the rerpark of llermogenes be 
juft, that whatever is delightful to the fenfes pro¬ 
duces the Beautiful when'it is deicribed, where 
can we find fo much beauty as in the Eafern 
poems, which turn "chiefly upon the lovelieft ob¬ 
jects in nature ? 

To purfue this topick yet farther: it is an ob- 
fervation of Demetrius of Phalera', in his ele¬ 
gant treatife upon ftyb, that it is not eafy to 
write 1 on agreeable fubjedfs in a difagreeabie 
manner, and that beautiful exprcfjions naturally 
rife with beautiful images; for which rcafon , 
fays he, nothing can ■ be more pleafing than Sap¬ 
pho's poetry, which contains the defeription of 
gardens, and banquets, flowers find fruits, foun¬ 
tains (Did meadows, nightingales.and turtle-floves, 
loves and* graces: thus, when {he fpeaks of a 
flream foftly murmuring among the branches, and 
the Zephyrs playing through the leaves, with a 
found,”that brings on a quiet jlumber, her lines 
flow without labour as fmoothly as the rivulet 
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file defcribes. I may have altered the words of 
Demetrius , as I quote them by memory,'but 
this is the general feme of his remark, which, if 
it be npt rather fpecious than juft, muft indue# 
us to think, that the poets of the Eafi may vie 
with* thofe s>f Europe in the. graces of thtir dic¬ 
tion,, as well«as in the lfvelinefs of their images: 
but we muft not believe that the Arabian poetry- 
can pleafe only by its 'defcriptions of beauty ; 
fine* the gloomy aqd terrible objects, which 
produce the J'ubltrne , when they are aptly de- 
i’c’ribed, are no where more common than in the 
Defert and Stony Arabia’s ; and, indeed, we fee 
nothing, fo frequently painted by the poets 
.of thole countries, as wolves and lions, pre¬ 
cipices and forefts, rocks and wilderncfles. * 
If we allow the .natural of>je<3ts, with which 
the Arabs are perpetually »converfant, to be 
fublime and beautiful , our next ftep muft be, 
to confefs that 'their tomparifons, metaphors, 
and allegories are fo likewife; for an allegory 
is a ftring of metaphors, a metaphor is a.fhort. 
fnnile, and th^ fiaeft •fiiqUies are draiyn, from 
natural obje&s.". It is true that 'many 'of the 
Eajlern figures are common to other nations, 
hut fome of them receive a propriety‘from the 

manners of the Arabians , who dwell in tha 

. 

plains and woods, which would be loft, if 
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they came from the inhabitants of cities: thus 
the dew of liberality, and the odour of reputation, 
are metaphors ufed by moll people; but they 
are wonderfully proper in the mouths of thofe, 
who have fo much need of being refrefhed by 
the dews , and who gratify their fenfe of fmclling 
with the fwectefl odours in the wo r ld. Again; 
it is very ufual in all countries, to make fre¬ 
quent allufions to the 'brlghtnefs of the celeftial 
luminaries, which give their light to all; but the 
metaphors taken from them have an additional 
beauty, if we confider them as made by a nation, 
who pafs moft of their nights in the op?n air, 
or in tents, and confequentiy lee the moon and 
ftars in their greateft fplendour. This way of 
confidering their poetical figures will give many 
of them a gra»ce, "which they would not have 
in our languages: fo, when they compare the 
foreheads of their mijlrejfes to the morning, their 
Jocks to the night , their faces to the fun , to the 
moon, or the blofl'oms of jafnine , their. cheeks to 
rofes or ripe fruit, their teeth to pearls, hail- 
fores, and fnow-drops, their eyes to the flowers 
of the narcijj'us , their curjed hair to black fcor- 
pions, and to hyacinths , their lips to rubies or 
wine, the form f their breafls to pomegranates 
and the colour of them to flow, their jhape to that 
of a pine-tree, and their flatnye to that of a cy- 
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prefs,• a palm-tree , or a javelin, &c, * thefe 
comparifons, many of which would *feem 
forced in our idioftis, have undoubtedly a great 
delicacy in theirs, and affect'their minds in a 
peculiar manner; yet upon the whole their 
ftmllies arc, very juft and ftfikipg, as that of the 
blue eyes of a fine woman, bathed in tears, to violets 
dropping with dew -f, and that of a warriour, 
advancing at the head of bis army, to an eagle 
failing through the' qir, and piercing the clouds 
with bis wings. 

Thefe are not the only advantages, which 


See Nowtiri, cited by the very learned Reijie. 

^JLJUb 

I • • , • • 

&c. S^jUaJb y«ayJb 


f See tje Atabick Mifcellany, entitled Hhecardan, eh. 14^ 

* lc\iX) 

Cijj 'fit* 
b jbb uCJb 
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the natives of Arabia enjoy above the inha¬ 
bitants of moft other countries: they preferve to 
this day the manners and cuftoms of their an- 
ceftors, who, by their own account, were fettled 
in the province of Temen above three thoufand 
years ago; they.have never been wholly i’ub- 
dued by any nation; and though the admiral of 
Selim the Firji made a defcent on their coaft, 
and exacted a tribute from the people of Aden, 
yet the Arabians only keep’up a fliow of alle¬ 
giance to the Sultan, and a£t, on every import- 
■l it cccafion, in open defiance of his power, 
relying on the fwiftnefs of their liorfes, and the 
raft extent of their forells, in which an invad¬ 
ing enemy muft foon pcrifli: but here *1 mull 
be underftood terfpeak of thofe Arabian r, who, 
like the old Nomadcs , dwell conftantly in their 
tents, and remove from place to place according 
to the feafons ; for the inhabitants of the cities, 
who traffick with the merchants of Europe in 
•fpices, perfumes, and coffee, muft have loft a 
great deal of their ancient fimplicity: the others 
have, certainly, retained it; ancf, except when 
their tribes are engaged iiv war, Ipend their days 
in. watching their flocks and camels, or in re¬ 
peating their native fongs, which they pour out 
almoft extempore, profefling a cofitempt for the 
ftately pillars, and folemn buildings of the cities, 
compared with the natural charms of the coun- 
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try, and .the coolnefs of their tents: 1 thus they 
p£ls their lives in the higheft pleafure, of which 
they-have any conception, in the contemplation 
of the mod delightful objects; and in the enjoy¬ 
ment of perpetual fpring: for we may apply to 
part of Arabia that elegant couplet of Waller ia 
his poem q£ the Summer-yland. 

The gentle spring, that but salutes us here. 

Inhabits the?c, and courts them all th& year. 

Yet the heat of the fun, which muft be very 
intenfe in a climate fo near the Line, is tem¬ 
pered by the fliade of'the trees, that overhang 
the ^alleys, ,and by a number of frefh dreams, 
that flow down the mountains. Hence it is, 
that qjmod all their notions of felicity are taken 
from frefhnefs and verdure: it is"a njaxim anrtrag* 
them that the three fnoft tharming objects in 
nature are, * a green meadow', a clear rivulet, 
md a beautiful\ womans and that the view of 
thefe objects'* at the fame time affords the 
greated* delight imaginable. Mahomed was fo 
well acquainted with the maxim of His country¬ 
men, that h* deferibed the pleafures of heaven* 
them, under the, allegory, of cool fountains * 
green bowels, and black-eyed girls fas the word 
Houri literally fignifies in Arabick: • and in the 

chapter of the Morning, towards the end of his 

• • 

* Sec the life o i%Tamerlane y publifhed by Golius, page *99* 
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Alcoran, he mentions a garden, called -Iran, 
which is no lefs celebrated by the AJiatick poets 
than that of the Hefperides by the Greeks: it 
was planted, as the commentators fay, _ by a 
king, named Sbedad, and was once feen by an 
Arabian', who wandered very far in,to the de- 
ferts in fearch of a loft camelit was. probably, 
a name invented by the iinpoftor, as a type of 
a future ftate of happinefs. Now it is certain 
that the genius of every nation is not a little 
affected by their climate; for, whether it be that 
the immoderate heat difpofes the Eajlern peo¬ 
ple to a life of indolence, which gives their, full 
leifure to cultivate their talents, or whether the 
fun has a real influence on the imagination (as 
-one would fuppofe that the Ancients believed, 
by their making Apollo the god of poetry); 
whatever be the cayfe, it has always been re¬ 
marked, that the Ajiatlcks excel the inhabitants 
of our colder regions in the livelinefs of their 
fancy, and the richnefs of their invention. 

To ,carry this fubject one ftep farther: as the 
Arabians are fuch admirers of ieauty , and as 
they enjoy fuch safe and leifure, they muft na¬ 
turally be fufceptible of that pajjtan , which is 
the true fpring atyl fource of agreeable poetry; 
aijd we find, indeed, that love has a greater 
t fhju:e in their poems than any other paffion; 
jt feems to be always juppermoft in their minds. 
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and iherje is hardly an elegy, a panegyrick, or 
even a fatire, in their language, which does not 
begin with the cenfplaints of an unfortunate, or 
the exultations of a fuccefsftri' lover. It fome- 
times happens, that the young' men of one tribe 

lire in love with the damfels of another; and, as 

* • #• • 

the tents jre frequently removed on a fudden, 

the lovers are often feparated in the progrefs of 

the courtfhip: * hence • almoft- all "the Arabick 

poems open in this manner; the author bewails 

the fudden departure of his miftrefs, Hinda, 

•Maia, Zeineb, or Azza, and deferibes her 

beayty, comparing her to*a w T anton fawn, that 

plays among the aromatick Ihrubsj his friends 

endeavour to comfort him, but he refufes con- 

folation; lie declares his refofutiqn of vifiting 

his beloved, though the way to her tribe' lie 

through a dreadful .wildernefs," or even* through 

a den of lions; here ho commonly gives a de- 

feription of the hosle or camel, upon which 

he defijjns jo go, and thence paffes, by an eafy 

tranfition, to the principal fubjed'Cf his poem, 

whether it he the pgraife of his own tribe, or a* 
• t * « * m • 

£.*irc on ^he* timidity of. his friands, whorefufe 

to attend him in his expedition;‘though very 
frequently the piece turns wholly upon love. 
But it is not fufficient that a nation have a ge¬ 
nius for poetry, urflefs .they have the advantage 
pf i rich and beautiful language, that them ex- 
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preflions may be worthy of their fentiments; 
the Arabians have this advantage alfo in a high 
degree: their language is expre'flive, ftrong, fo- 
norous, and the mofl copious, perhaps, in the 
world; for, as almoft every tribe had many 
words appropriated to itielf, the poets, for the 
convenience of their meafure^ or fometimes for 
their fingular beauty, made ufe of them all, and, 
as the poems became popular, thefe words 
were by degrees incorporated with the whole 
ladguage, like a number of little flreams, which 
meet together in one channel, and, forming a 
moil plentiful river, flow rapidly into the foa. 

If this way of arguing a priori be admitted in 
the prefent cafe (and no Angle man has a right 
to ihfer the jnerit of the Eajlern poetry from 
the poems 'themfelves, becaufe no Angle man 
has a privilege of judging for all the reft), if the 
foregoing argument haYe any weight, we inuft 
conclude that the Arabians , beiftg perpetually 
converfant with the moil beautiful ' objects, 
fpending a calm and agreeable life in a fine cli¬ 
mate, being extremely -addicted to'fche fofter paf- 
fions, arfd having the* advantage of a language 
Angularly adapted to poetry, mull be naturally 
excellent poets, provided that their 'manners and 
cujioms be favourable to the cultivation of that 
art; and that they are highly fo } it will not bt 
difficult to prove. ? 
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The fpndnefs of the Arabians for poetry, and 
the' refpeCt which they fhow to poets, would be 
fcarce believed, if toe were not affured of it by 
writers of great authority: ihe principal occa- 
fions of rejoiting among them, were formerly, 
fuxl, very probably, are to this day, *the birth 
of a boy, jhe foaJing*of a mare, the arrival of a 
gueft, and the rife of a poet in their tribe: when 
a young Arabian has* compofed a* good poem, 

all the neighbours pay their compliments to his 

* • 

family, and congratulate them upon having a ce-. 
• lation capable of recording their actions, and of 
recgmmending their virtues to pofterity. At 
the beginning of the feventh century, the Ara- 
bick .language was brought to a high degree of 
perfection by a fort of poetjcal Academy, »tha£ 

ufed to aflemble at ftatefl times, in a place called 

• • 

Ocadb , where evqry poet produced* his beft 
compofition, and was fure to meet with the ap- ' 
plaufe that it* deferred: the moft excellent of 
thefe poems were tranferibed in characters of 
gold upon Egyptian paper, and htmg up in the 
temple, whence thqy were fiamed Modbabeba* t 
cs Golden , and Moalla\at , or, Suftemded : the 
poems of. this fort were called •Cajfeida's or 
eclogues , * feven of which are preferved in our 
libraries, and are confidered as the fineft that 


* Thefe feven poems, clearly tranferibed with explanatory 
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were written before the time of Mahomed. ‘The 
fourth of them, compofed by Lebtd , is purely 
paftoral, and extremely like tke Alexis of Vir- 
gil, but far more beautiful, becaufe it is more 
agreeable to nature: the poet begins with praif- 
ing the charms of the fair Novara (a word, which 
in Arabick fignifies a timorous fawq) but in¬ 
veighs againft her unkindnefs; he then inter¬ 
weaves a del'cription of his young camel, which 
he compares for its fwiftnefs to a flag purfoed 
by the hounds; and takes occafion afterwards 
to mention his own riches, accomplifhments, 
liberality, and valour, his noble bij-th, and the 
glory of his tribe: the diction of this poem is 
cafy and limple, yet elegant, the numbers .flow¬ 
ing and mulxpal, and the fentiments wonderfully 
natural; as the learned reader will fee by the 
following paffage, which I lhall attempt to imi¬ 
tate in verfe, that the merit of the poet may net 
be wholly-loft in _a verbal tranflation: 

But ah ! thou know Jl not in what youthful play 
Our nights , beguil'd with pleafurc,fwam away; 

jiotes, are among Poceck's maruferi pts at Oxford, No. 164: *tne 
names of the .even poets are Amralkeis , Tara/a , Zoheir , 
Lebid , Antara , Amru, and liarcth. In the fame collection. 
No. 174, there is a mariufeript, containing above forty other 
poems, which had the honour of being fufpemled in the tem- 
gle at Mecca : this volume is-anjineftimable treafure of an* 
tient Arabick literature. 
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Cay Jongs, and cheerful tales , deceiv'd -the time , 
And circling goblets made a tuneful chime; . 

Sweet was the dr t airgbt , and fvceet the blooming 
maid. 

Who touch'd her lyre beneath thi fragrant Jhadc j 
Wejip'd till mcrning purpled ev'ry plains 
The damfeJs'fumber d, put 'we Jip'd again 
The waking birdsf that fung on ev'ry tree 
Their early notes , wery not fo blithe Its we *. 

3The Mahomcdan % writers tell a ftory of this 
poet, which deferves to.be mentioned here:"it 
Was a cuftom, it teems, among the old Ara¬ 
bians^ for the; moft emjncnt verfifiers to hang up 
fome c,liofen couplets on the gate of the temple, 
as a publick challenge to their brethren, who 
ftrove to anfwer them before* the aext meefinjf 
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at Oeadb ,. at which time the whole afl^mbly 
ufed t to determine the merit of them all, and 
gave fome mark of diftindlion to the author of 
the fineft verfes. Now Lebid, , who, we are told, 
had been a violent oppofer of Mahomed, fixed a 
poem on the gate, beginning with the following 
diftich, in which he apparently meaned to re¬ 
flect upon the new religion : Jlre not all things 
vain, which-’come, not from Qod? and will not all 
honours decay, but thofe, which He confers * ? 
Thefe lines appeared fo fublime, that none of 
the poets ventured to anfwer them; till Maho¬ 
med, who was himfdf a poet, having compofed a 
new chapter of his Alcoran (the fecond, I think), 
placed the opening of it by the fide of Lebid’t 
poem, who no fooner read it, than he declared 
it to be fomething divine, confeffed his own in¬ 
feriority, tore his verfes .from the gate, and 
embraced the religion of his rival; to whom he 
was afterwards extremely ufeful in replying to 
the fatires of Amralkeis, who was continually 
attacking the dodlrine of Mahomed: the A/iaticks 
add, that their lawgiver acknowledged fome 
time after, that no heathen poet had ever "re- 

* In Arabick, 

«jJJI .Xa*, Lo ^ 
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duced. a nobler diftich than that of ■ Lebid juft 
quetted. 

There are a fev other colleftions of ancient 
Arabick poetry; but the moft*famous of them 
is called Haihafa, and contains a" number of epi¬ 
grams, odes , and elegies, compofed on 'various 
occafions: ft* was compiled "by Abu Teman, who 
was an excellent poet himfelf, and ufed to fay* 
that fine fentimeitts delivered in• profit were like 
gems fcattered at random, but that, when they 
were confined in a-poetical meafure, they refem- 
bled bracelets andfirings if pearls *. When the 
religion and language of MUhomed were ipread 
over the greater part of Afia , and the maritime 
countries of Africa, it became a fafhion for the 
’poets of Perfia, Syria, Egypt, Mauritania, and 
even of Tart ary, to write "in • Arabick$ and the 
moft beautiful verfes Jin that idiom, coiftpofed 
by the brighteft genius’s of thofe nations, are to 
be feen in a large mifcgllany, entitled Vateima\ 
though many of their works are tranfcribed fe- 
parately: it will be needlefs to fay much on the 


, In rlrabitfe, 

ujLal ftil 

jXj ^ 5 * 
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poetry of the Syrians , Tartarian!, and Africans % 
fince.moft of the arguments, before ufed in fa¬ 
vour of the Arabs, have equgl weight with re- 
fpeft to the othcV* Maliomedans , who have done 
little more than imitate their ftyld, ancf adapt 
their expreffions; for which reafon alfo I ftiall 
dwell the fhortcr time on the genihs and man¬ 
ners of the Perjians , Turks, and Indians. 

The greSt empire, which wd call PERSIA, is 

known to its natives by the name of Iran\ fince 

•« * 

the word Perfa belongs only to a particular 
province, the ancient Perjis, and is very impro¬ 
perly applied by us'to the whole kingdony but, 
in compliance with the cuftom of our geogra¬ 
phers, I fhall give the name of Perjia^ to that 
celebrated country, which lies on one fide be¬ 
tween the Cafpian and Indian feas, and extends 
on the other frorn the mountains of Candahar , 
or Paroparnifus , to the confluence of the rivers 
Cyrus and Araxes , containing about twenty de¬ 
grees from fouth to north, anti rather more 

from eaft*'to weft. 

• * f 

In fo vaft a trad; pf land there muft needs be 

• • i • 

a great variety of climates: the fouthern^pro- 
vinccs arS no lefs unhealthy and fultry, than 
thofe of the noijh are rude and unpleafant; but 
in the interior parts of the empire the air is 
jnaild and temperate, and," from the beginning of 
May to September* there is i’carce a cloifd to be 
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feen m the fky: the remarkable calmnefs of the 
fummer nights, and the wonderful fplendour of 
the moon and ftaiV in that country, often tempt 
the Perfians to fleep on the top§ of their houfes, 
which are generally flat, where they cannot but 
obfdrve the. figures of the Qonftcllations, and the 
various appearances of the heavens; and this 
may in forne meafure account for tljc perpetual 
allufions of their poets, and rhetoricians, to the 
beauty of the heavenly bodies. We are apt to 
cenfure the oriental ftyle.fbr being fo full of me¬ 
taphors taken from the fur\ and moon: this is 
afcribtd by fome to the.bad tafte of the s1fiaticks\ 
the works of the Perjiam, fays M. de Voltaire , 
are like the jtitles of their kings , ip which the fun 
and moon are often introduced :* but they do not 
reflect, that every nation has a. fet of images, 
and expreflions, peculiar to itfelf, which arife 
fro'm the difference of it§ ’climate, manners, and 
hiftory. There* feems* to be another reafon for 
the frequant allufions of the Perfans to the fun, 
which may, perhaps, be traced from tlfe old* 
language and popular "religion of their cofintry: 
thus *Mihriddd, or Mitbridhtes, •fignifies the gift 
of the fun, and anfwers to the Theodor us and 
Diodati of othbr nations. As l® the titles of the 
Eajlern monarchs, which feera, indeed, very- 
extravagant to our ears, they are merely formal, 
and no lefc void of meaning than, thofe of 
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European princes, in which ferenity and htghnefs 
are often attributed to the moll gloomy and low- 
minded of men. 

The midland provinces of Perjia abound in 
fruits and flowers of almofl every kind, and, 
with proper culture, might be made the gafden 
of AJia : they are not watered, indeed, by any 
confidcrable river, fince' the Tigris and Eu¬ 
phrates , the Cyrus and sir axes, the Oxus, and 
the five branches of the Indus, are at the far- 
theft limits of the kingdom; but the natives, 
who have a turn for agriculture, fupply that de- 
fed: by artificial canals, which fufficiently tem¬ 
per the drynefs of the foil; but in faying they 
Jupply that defed, I am falling into a common 
error, and ’•eprefenting the country, not as it is 
at prefentj but as it was a century ago j for a 
long feries of civil wars' and maflacres have 
now deftroyed the chief beauties of Perjia, "by 
ftripping 0 it of its moft induftrious inhabitants. 

The fame difference of climate, that affedts 
,the ak and foil of this extenfive country, gives 
a variety alfo to the- peifons arid temper of its 
natives": in foine provinces they have dark com¬ 
plexions, and harfh features; in others they are 
exquifitely fair, ?nd well made; irt fome others, 
nervous and robuft: but the general charader 
of the nation is that JtJtnefs , and love of pleafure , 
that indolence , and effeminacy , which have made 
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them pen. eafy prey to all the weftern and north¬ 
ern fwarms, that have from time to time in¬ 
vaded them. Y#- they are not wholly void of 
martial fpirit; and, if they -rfre not naturally 
barve, they’art at lead extremely docile, and 
might, with proper difcipline, be made excellent 
foldiers: bu| the greater part of them, in the 
fliort intervals of peace that they happen to en¬ 
joy, conftantly fink into a date of* inactivity, 
and pafs their lives in a pleafurable, yet dudi- 
ous retirement; 'and thb may be one reafon, 
why Perjia has produced more writers of every 
kind,.and chiefly poets, than*all Europe together, 
fince their way of life gives them leifure to 
•purfue.thofe arts, which cannot be cultivated to 
advantage, without the greateft calmnefs and fe-, 
renity of mind. There is a*manufcript at Ox¬ 
ford *, containing the lives m of an hundred and 
thirty-jive of the* finefi Perfian poets , mod of 
whom left very ample collections of their poems 
behind them: but the vfcrfifiers, and moderate 
poets, if Horace will allow any fuch then .to ex- 

id, are without number in. Perfta. 

• • 

This delicadjr of their.lives and fentiments 
has infenfibly affeCted their languagS, and ren¬ 
dered it the fefted, as it is one.of the riched, in 

* In Hyperoo Bodl. 129. There is a ’prefatory difeourfe to 
this cuiious work, vfhich compriffs the lives of ten Arabian ' 
poets. 
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the world: it is not poflible to convince the 
reader of this truth, by quoting a paflage from a 
Perjian poet in European charaflersj lince the 
fweetnefs of found cannot be determined by the 
fight, and many words, which are foft and 
xnufical. in the mouth of a Perjian, may ap¬ 
pear harfh to our eyes, \yith a number of confo- 
nants and gu turals: it may not, however, be 
abfurd to fct down in this, place, an Ode of the 
poet Hafez, which, if it be not fufficient to 
prove the delicacy of his language, will at leafl 
fhow the livelinefs of his poetry. 

Ai bad nesimi yardari, 

Zan nefbe'i mufcbdr dart: 

Zinhar mecun diraz-dejli ! 

Ba turret o che car dart ? 

Ai gul, to cuja wa ruyi zeibaf. 

O taza, wa to kharbdr dari. 

IJerkes , to cuja wa cbcjhmi mejlejk? 

O ferkhojh, wa to khumdr dari. 

Ai Jeru, to ba kaddi bulendef. 

Her bagh che iytebur dari? 

Ai akl. to ba wujudi if kef 

He deji che ikhtiydr dart ? 

Rihan , to cuja wa khatti febzejh ? 

O mufc, wa to ghubar dari. 

Ruzi bures bewaf Hafiz, 

Cher takati yntiz&r dari. 
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That, is, # word for word, O fweei ■ gale, thou 
beafejt the fragrant fcent of my beloved; thence it 
is that thou hajl tfyis' mufky odour. Beware ! do 
not jieal: what hafi thou to da with her trejfes? 
O roje , what 'art thou, to be compared with her 
bright face ? She is frejh, and thou art rough 
with thorns .* O nqrcijfus,'what art thou in corn- 
far if on of her lattguijbing eye? Her eye is only 
fleepy, but thou 'art Jick' and faint. 'O pine, com¬ 
pared with her graceful Jlature, what honour haft 
thou in the garden? Q _ wifdom, what wouldjl 
thou choofc, if to choofe were in thy power, inper- 
ferenfe to her love? O Jweet bafil, what art 
thou, to be compared with her frejh cheeks? They 
are pe.rfe£l mujk, but thou art foon withered. 
Come, my beloved, and charm ‘Hafez with ihy m 
prefence, if thou canjl but Jlay with- him fir a 
Jingle day. This little fong is not unlilfe a fon- 
net afcribed.to Shakefp&are, which deferves to 
be cited here, "as a psoof that the Eastern ima¬ 
gery is not ,fo different "from the European as 
we are apt to imagine. 

The forward violfft thus did I chide: 

“ Sweet thief! •wbenle dictjl thou 'Jieal thy fweet' 
thaffmetis, 

“ If not J'rom my love’s breath? The purple pride, 
“ Which on thy foft cheek for complexion dwells, 

“ In,my love's Veins thou haji too grofsly dyed ■« 
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‘The lily I condemned for thy handy 
And buds of marjoram bad JloVn tby hair ; 

‘The rojes fearfully on thorni didft and. 

One blu(hing jhaifle, another white defpair; 

A third, nor reef nor white, had JbTn of both , 
And to his robb'ry had annex'd thy breath; ■ 

But for his theft , in pride tof afl his growth, 

A vengeful canker eat him up to death. 

More flow'rs I noted, yet L none \couldfee. 

But fcent or colour it hadJlol'n from thee. 

Shakefpearfs Poems, p. 207. 

The Perjian ftyle is faid to be ridiculoufly 
bombaft, and this fault is imputed to the flavifh 
fpirit of the nation, which is ever apt to mag¬ 
nify the objedts that are placed above it: there 
are bad wiriters, to be fure, in every country, 
and as many in AJia as elfewhere; but if we 
take the pains to learn the Perfan language, we 
ihall find that thofe authors, who are generally 
efteemed in Perfa, are neither flavifh in their 
fentimpnts, nor ridiculous in their expreflions: 
of whi/'h the following, paflage iri'a moral work 
, of Sadi, entitled Bo ft an, or. The fdarden, will be 
a fufficient proof. I have heard that king 
Nujhirvan, juft before his death , fpbke thus to his 
fon Hormuz: Be,a guardian , my fon, to the poor 
.and he fief S', and be not confined in the chains of 
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thy otart indolence. No one can be at eafe in thy 
dominion, ’while tbou feekejl only thy private reft, 
andfayeft, It is enough. A wife man will not 
approve the Jhepherd, who Jlteps, while the wolf 
ts in the fold. * Go, myfon, proteSl thy weak and 
indigent petjple ; fnce through them is a king raif- 
ed to the diadem. . The poeple are the root , and 
the king is the* 'tree that grows from if, and 

the tree, O my fon, derives its‘firengtb from the 
root % *. 

Are thefe mean feijtiments, delivered in 
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pompous language ? Are they not rather .wor¬ 
thy of our moft fpirited writers? And do they 
not convey a fine leffon for a young king? 
Yet Sadi's poems'are highly efteemed at Con- 
ftantinople , and at lfpahan\ though, a century or 
two age ty they would have been fupprefled in 
Europe, for fpreading with too ftrpng a glare 
the light of liberty and reafon. 

As to the great Epick poem of Ferduji , 
which was compofed in the- tenth century, it 
would require a very long treat! fc, to explain all 
its beauties with a minute exattnefs. The 
whole collection of that poet’s works is called 
Shahnirna , and contains the hiftory of I'erfia, 
from the earlieft times to the invafion of the 

r 

i Atabs , in a feries of very noble poems; the 
longefi and moft regular of which is an heroick 
poem of one great arid intecefting action, name¬ 
ly, the delivery of Perjva by Cyrus from the op- 
preffions of jlfrajiav , kkig of' the Tranjoxan 
Tartary , who being aftifted by the ^emperors of 
India ^nd China , together w ith all the daemons, 
giants and enchanters of had carried his 

conquefis very far, and become exceedingly 
formidable 'to the Perjians. Tliis poem is 
longer than the//%</; the characters in it are vari¬ 
ous and linking; ^the figures bold and animated; 
„and the diction every where foporous, yet no¬ 
ble; poiilhed, yet full of fire. A great pirdfu- 
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(ion of learning has been thrown away by fome 
caticks, in comparing Homer with the fiproick 
poets, who have fueceeded him; but it requires 
very little judgment to fee, that no fucceeding 
poet Whatever can with any propriety be com¬ 
pared with Homer: that great father of-the Gre¬ 
cian poetr^ and J denature, had a genius too 
fruitful and comprelienfive to let any of the 
ftriking parts of nature efcaps his’t>bfervation; 
and the poets, who have followed him, have 
done little more-than ‘tranferibe his images, and 
give a new drefs to his thoughts. Whatever 
elegance and refinements,'therefore, may have 
been introduced into the works of the moderns, 
the fpirit and invention of Homer have ever 
continued ‘without a rivaj : for’ which reafofts I 
am far from pretending to afiert that the poet 
of Perjia is equal to. that of Greece ; buf there is 
certainly a very great refemblance between the 
works of thofe extraordinary men: both drew 
their images from nature herfelf, without catch¬ 
ing them only by reflection, and‘painting, in 
the manner the modern pfcets, the likenfs of 
a fyenefs', and both po^efled, Jin an •eminent 
degree, that rich and creative invention , which ii 
the very foul, of poetry. 

As the Perfians borrowed their poetical mea- 
fures, and the forms of their poems,’ from the 
Arabians, fo the TURKS, when they-irad tar- 
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ried their arms into Mefopotamia and AJfyria s 
took their numbers and their tafte for poetry 
from the Perfians-, 

Gracia capta ferum vidtorem cepit, et artes 

Intulit agrefti Patio, 

In the fame manner as the Greek compoiitions 
were the models of all the Roman writers, fo 
were thofe of Perjia imitated by the Turks, who 
confiderably polifhed and enriched their lan¬ 
guage, naturally barren, by the number of fim* 
pie and compound words, which they adopted 
from the Perjian and Arabic k. Lady Wort ley 
Montague very juftly obferves, that we want 
thofe compound words , which are very frequent 
and ftrong in the Turkijb language ; but her in¬ 
terpreters led her int;o a miftake in explaining 
one of them, which fhe’tranflates ftag-eyed, and 
thinks a very lively image of the fire and indif¬ 
ference in the eyes of the royal brifie .7 now it 
never entered into the mind of an Afiatick to 
compare his miftrels’s eyes .to thofe of a flag, or 
to give an image, of their fire and indifference ; 
the Turks m'ean to exprefs that fullngfs , and, at 
the fame time, that foft and languishing luftre , 
which is peculiar to the eyes of their beautiful 
women, and which by no means refembles the 
unpieafnig wildnefs ip thofe of a flag. The 
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original epithet, I fuppofe, was * Abu cbefom, 
oi*, 'with the eyes of a young fawn: now! take 
the Abti to be the Tame animal with the Gazal 
of the Arabians, and the Zetbi of the Hebrews * 
to which their poets allude in almoft every 
page. I lyave feen one of thefe animals; it is a 
kind of antelope, exquifitely beautiful, with 
eyes uncommonly black and large. This is the 
fame fort of roe, to* which Solomon alludes in 
this, delicate fimil e*. JTby two breajls are like two 
young roes , that 'are twins, which play among the 
lilies. 

Awery polite fcholaj, whu has lately tranflated 
fixteen Odes of Hafiz, with learned iiluftrations, 
blames the Turkijh poets for copying the Per- 
fians too fervilely: but, *fur»ly, tjiey are hot 
more blameable than* {lorace % wh6 not only 
imitated the meafu*es an<J expreflions of the 
Greeks, but. evgn tranflated, almoft word for 
word, the bnghteft paflages of Ale ecus, Ana¬ 
creon, aijd others; he took lefs from Pindar than 
from the reft, btcaufe the wildnels *of num- 
bers, and the»6bf^urhy of his allufions, tyere by 


This epithet feems to anfwer to the *Grtek kMxurfic, 
which our grammarians properly interpret j nigris oculii 
decora eji et vcnyjla : if it were permitted to make any inno¬ 
vations in a dead language, we might %xprefs th crTi.rl-jh ad¬ 
jective by the wortl So^xureis ,‘which would, I dare fay, have 
founded agreeably to the Gwirthemfelyes. 
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no means fuitable to the genius of the Latin 
language : and this may, perhaps, explain His 
ode to Julius Antonins , who might have ad- 
vifed him to ufe more of Pindar's manner in 
celebrating the victories of Augujlus, What¬ 
ever we'may think of this obje&ion, it is cer¬ 
tain that the 'Turki/h empire has produced a 
great number of poets; fome of whom had 
no fmall merit in their way: the ingenious au¬ 
thor juft mentioned allured me, that the 5 Turkijh 
falires of Ruhi Bagdadi were very forcible and 
ftriking, and he mentioned me opening of one 
of them, which feemed not unlike the manner 
of Juvenal. At the beginning of the laft cen¬ 
tury, a work was publifhed at Constantinople, 
Containing the fin-eft verfes of five hundred and 
forty-nine ‘turki/h poets , which proves at leaft 
that they are fmg .larly fond of this art, what¬ 
ever may be our opinioh of their fuccefs in it.' 

The defendants of T&merlahe carried into 
India the language and poetry of the Perjians ; 
and the Indian poets to this day compofe their 
"verfes in imitation of them. The beft of their 
works, that have pafled through my hands,'"are 
thofe of Htizein, who lived fome years ago at 
Benares, with a great reputation for his part* 
and learning, and was known to the Rnghjh , 
who resided there, by the name of the Pbilo- 
J'oph'er . " His poems are elegant and lively, and 
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one pf them, on the departure of his friends, 
w«illd fuit our language admirably well, hut it 
is too long to be, iflferted in this eflay. The 
Indians are foft and voluptuous, but artful and 
infincdre, at feaft to the Europeans, whom, to 
fay-the truth, they have had no great reafon of 
late years to adnyre /or the oppofite virtues: 
but they are fond of poetry, which they learned 
from the Pcrjiahs , and may, perhapg, before the 
clofe of the centuuy, be as fond of a more for- 
midable art, which they will learn from the 
Englijh. 

I ,muft requeft, that, *in bellowing thefe 
praifes on the writings of Afa , I may not be 
thought to derogate from the merit of the Greek 
and Latin poems, which h^ye juftly been ud» 

mired in every age; yet'I cannot but think that 

• • 

our European poetry.has fulfilled too lodg on the 
perpetual repetition of the fame images, and 
mediant allufiens tojhe fame fables:-and it has 
been my endeavour for feveral years to inculcate 
this truth, that, if the principal writings^ of the 
Afaticks , which are repofited in our publick* 
liberies, were printed wjth the tifual advantage 
of notes and illuftrations, and if the*languages of 
the Eajlern$\ ations were ftudied in our great fe- 
minaries of Jearning, where every other branch 
of ufeful knowledge is. taught to perfection, a 
newf and ample field would be opened kor fpecu- 
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Iation; we ftiould have a more extenfive Infight: 
into the hiftory of the human mind; we fhould he 
furnifhed with a new fet cf. images and fimi- 
litudes; and a number of excellent compofitions 
would be brought to light, which future fcho- 
lars might explain, and future poets might imi¬ 
tate. 
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It is the fate of thofe maxims, which have 
been \hrowh* out by very eminent writers, to 
be received implicitly by moll of their followers, 
and to be .repeated a thoufand. times, for no 
other reafon, than becaufe thfey once dropped* 
from the pen of a ihperior genius: one qf thefe 
is the aflertion of Afijlotle, that all poetry con- 
Jifts in imitation, *which. has been fo frequently 
echoed from author fo author, that it would 
feem a ldnd*of arrogance to controvert it; for 
almoft all the ^-philofophers ajjd criticks; wha 
have written upon the* fubjedl of poetry, mufick , 
and 'painting , how little f< 5 ever tKey^may agree 
in fome poifits, feem of one mind in confider- 
ing them as arts merely .imitative: yet it mull be 
clear to any one, who examines what paffes in 
his o-\yn mind, that he itf affe&ed by the fineft 

T 
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poems, pieces of mufick , and pictures, upon a 
principle, which, whatever it be, is entirely cfif- 
tinft from imitation. M. Ic llatteux has at¬ 
tempted to prove that all the fine arts have a 
relation to this common principle of imitating; 
but, whatever be; faid of painting , it is probable, 
that poetry and mujick had a nobler origin; and, 
if the firft language of man was not both 
poetical and mujical, it is certain, at leaft, that 
in countries, where no kind of imitation feems 
to be much admired, there are poets and muji- 
cians both by nature and by art: as in fome 
Mahometan nations; where fculptnre and pamt- 
ing are forbidden by the laws, where dramatic!; 
poetry of every fort is wholly unknown, yet, 
where the pleating arts, of exprejjing the pajjicr.s 
in verf'e, and of enforcing that exprejjion by me¬ 
lon[y, are cultivated to a degree of enthufiafm. It 
fhall be my endeavour in this paper to prove, 
that, thbugh poetry and mujick have, certainly, 
a power of imitating the manners of men, and 
feveral objeds in nature, yet, that their greatefl 
effed is not produced Ly imitation , but by a 
very different principle; which mull be fought 
for in the deepeft recedes of the human mind. 

To ftate the queftion properly, we mull have 
* a dear notion of what we mean by poetry and 
mujick ; but we cannot give a. prccil’e definition 
of tfiem, till we hrve made a few previous re- 
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marks.on,their origin, their relation - to each 
oth&r’ and their difference. 

It fecms probable “then that poetry was ori¬ 
ginally no more than a ftron§ and animated 
expreffiin of the human paflions, of joy and 
grief’ love and bate , admiration -and anger*, fome- 
timei pure %’id unpnxad, fometimes varioufly 
mod fied and comBined: for, if we obfrrve the 
i voice and accents of a peVfon afftftecf'by any of 
the violent paflions,^ we ft) all pe ceive fome- 
thing in them vtffy nearly approaching to ca-* 
defice and meafure\ which is remarkably the 
cafe io the .language of a vehement Orator * 
whofe talent is chiefly converfant about praifa 
fir cerjure ; and we may collect from fcveral 
paflages in Tally , that the. fine fpeakers of oM 
Greece and Rome had afbrtof rhythirf in their 
fentences, lefs regular* but ijot lefs melodious, 
than that of the poets. 

If this idea be* juft, one would fuppolc that 
the moft jmcjent fort oft poetry confided in 
prai/ing the Deity, for if we conceive a ljeing, 

created with alMiis faculties and* fen Its, endued 

• • • • 

with fpeech anfl^reafop, ta opejr his eyes in a 
moft delightful plain, to view for thtf firft time 
the ferenity of the fky, the fglendour of the 
fun, the verdure of the fields and woods, the 
glowing colours pf the flowers, we can hardly 
believe’ it poflible, that he Should refraiiT f. orft. 

•<T 2 
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burfting into an extafy of joy, and pouring his 
praifes to the creator of thc*fe wonders, and “the 
author of his happiness. This kind of poetry is 
ufed in all nations; but as it is the lublimeft of 
all, when it is applied to its true objedt, fo it 
has often been t perverted to impious purpofes 
by pagans and idolaters: every onp knows that 
the dramatick poetry of the Europeans took its 
rife from the fame fpring, and was no more at 
firft than a fong in praife of Bacchus ; fo that 
the only fpecies of poetical compofition (if we 
except the Epick) which can in any fenfe be 
called imitative, was deduced from a patural 
emotion of the mind, in which imitation could 
not be at all concerned. 

The ne r xt fource of poetry was, probably, 
lave , or the mutual inclination, which naturally 
fubfifts between the fexec, and is founded upon 
perfonal beauty: hence arofe the jnoft agreeable 
odes, and love-fongs, which we admire in the 
works of the ancient lyrick poejs, a not filled, 
like our fonnets and madrigals, with the infipid 
babble of darts , and Cupids, t but fimple, tender, 
natural; and cpnfifting of fuch unaffedted 
dearments, and mild complaints, , , 

* Tencri sifegni, e placide e tranquille 
Rc*pulf,e,.e cari vezzi, c liete paci. 


Two dines of Tujfo. 
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as wa may fuppofe to have palled between the 
firft ’lovers in a ftate of innocence, before the 
refinements of Ibciety, and the reftraints, 
which they introduced, had matie the pafiion of 
love fo ‘fierce, ‘and impetuous, as it is faid to ’ 
have been in Dido, and certainly was in "Sappho , 
if we may t^Ice her.owu word for it *. 

The grief which the firft inhabitants of the 
earth muft have felt at the’deatli of their 
deareft friends, and ^relations, gave rife to an¬ 
other fpecies of poetry, which originally, per*- 
haps, confifted of fhort ‘dirges, and was after- 
wards.lengthejied into elegies. 

As fpon as vice began to prevail in the 

•world, it was natural for the wife and virtuous 
• • # 
to exprefs their deteftation-of it in the ftrongefft, 

manner, and to fhow ‘their* refentmdnt againft 
the corrupters of maalcind: .hen’ce moral poetry 
was derived, %whjch, at firft, we find, wag fe- 
vere and paftioh&te ; but Was gradually melted 
down intg cgol precepts 6f morality, or exhor¬ 
tations to virtue: we may reafonably*conjp<fture 
that Epick poetry pad .the fame* origin.^anp that 
the examples 6f herges and kings were intro¬ 
duced, to illuftrate fome moral truth,* by fhow- 
ing the lovelinefs and advantages of virtue, or 
the many misfortunes that flow^from vice. 

* See the ode of Sappho quoted by Longinus, and tranfisted 
by Boiieau. 
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Where there is vice, which is deferable in it- 
•delf,, there muft be hate , fince the jtrougefl" anti- 
fat hy in nature , as Mr ." Pppe aflertcd in his 
writings, and proved by his whole life, fubffts 
between the good and the bad: how thife paflion 
.was the fource of that poetry, which we call 
Satire , very improperly,, and corruptly, fince the 
Satire of the Romans was no' more than a moral 
piece, wliich they entitled S'atura or Satyra* % 
intimating, that the poem,, like a dijh of fruit 
•and corn offered to Ceres , contained a variety 
and plenty of fancies and figures; whereas -the 
true vweSlives of the ancients were called Iambi , 
of which we have feveral examples in Catullus , 
and in the Epodes of Horace , who imitated the 
very meafures apd manner of Archilochus. 

Thefe' are the principal fources of poetry ; and 
of mti/ick alio; as r it fhaj.l be my endeavour to 
£how: but it is firft neceflary to fay a .few 
words on the nature of found j a veYy copious 
fubjedt, which would require a long ( «differtation 
to be accurately dilcufled. Without entering 
into^a difcourle on the .vibrations of chords , or 
the undulations of t/\e air , it will be fufficknt for 
our purpbfe to obferve that there, is a great dif¬ 
ference between a common found , and a mufical 
founds which confifts 'chiefly in., this, that the 

■ • Some Latin words were fpelled tither with an u or a y, 
as Suit?or Sy/ta.' 
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former is fimple and entire in itfelf like a point , 
while the latter is always accompanied with 
other founds, without ceafing to be one ; like 
a circle, which is an entire figure, though it is 
generaled by *a multitude of' points flowing, 
at equal difiances, round a common, centre. 
Thcfe acccffory founds^ which are caufed by the 
aliquots of a lbn«rous body vibrating at once, 
are called Harntonich and the whole fyftem of 
modern Harmony depends upon them; though 
it w’ere eafy to .proVe' that the fyftem is unna¬ 
tural, and only made tolerable to the ear by habit: 
for whenever we ftrike the perfect accord on a 
harpiicliord or an organ, the harmonicks of the 
third and fifth have alfo their own harmonicks, 
which are 'diffonant from the * principal nqte: 
thefe horrid diffonanaes* are, indexed, almoft 
overpowered by the^ natural hhrmonickt of the 
principal chord, but th^t cfoes not prove them 
agreeable. Slope nature has given us. a delight¬ 
ful harnjony of her own, why fhould we de- 
ftroy it by lie additions of art? It is.like think¬ 
ing 

-• to painf the lily. 

And add a p*fume*to tlift violet. 

Now let us conceive that fome. vehement 
paflion is exprelfed iti ftrong words, exadly 

meafured, and pronounced, ih a common ’voice, 

( * • 

|n j«ft cadence, and with proper accents, fpcK 
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an expreffion of the paffion will be genuint 
poetry ; and the famous ode of Sappho is al¬ 
lowed to be fo in the ftri&eft fenfe : but if the 
feme ode, with all its natural accents, were ex- 
prefled in a mujical voice (that is, in founds ac¬ 
companied with their Harmonicks), if it were 
iung in due time and meafure, in a fimple and 
pleaiing tune, that added forte to the words 
without ftifling them, it would then be pure 
And original mujtck\ not merely foothing to the 
ear, but affecting to the heart;' not an imitation 
of nature, but the voice of nature herfelf. But 
there is another point in which tnujick muft re- 
femble poetry , or it will Iofe a confiderable part 
of its effe&: we all muft have obferved, that a 
fpeakcr, agitated with paffion, or an adtor, who 
is, indeed, 1 ftridtly an 'imitator, are perpetually 
changirig the tone and pitch of their voice, as 
the fenfe of their words varies: it may be worth 
while to examine how ..this variation is ex- 
prefled in mujick. Every body knows* that the 
jnufical fcSle confifts of feven notes, above 
* which we find a i'ucceffion of firrtUar founds re¬ 
peated in the feme order, and above that, ether 
fucceffions/ as far as they can be continued by 
the human voice, or diftinguiftied by the hu¬ 
man ear: now each of thefe feven founds has 
no mere meaning, when it is heard feparately, 
than a-fengle letter of the alphabet would have; 
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and k is pnly by their fucceffion, and their re¬ 
lation to one priryipal found, that they, take 
any rank in the f(jale; or differ from each other, 
except as they are graver, or‘more acute: but 
in the'regular* fcale each interval afiumes a 
proper character, and every note Hands related 
to the firft t 6r principal one by various propor¬ 
tions. Now a feries of founds relating to one 
leading note is called a 'mode, or a tone, and, as 
there are twelve femitones in the fcale, each of 
which may be irtade in its turn the leader of-a 
mode, it follows that there are twelve modes; 
and each of them has a peculiar character, arif- 
ing from the pofition of the modal note, and 
from fome minute difference in the ratio’s, as of 
81 to 80, or a comma; ior jtKerd are fomeSii, 
tervals, which cannot ‘eafily be rendered on bur 
inflruments, yet have a furjprizing effect in mo¬ 
dulation, or.in the tranfitions from one mode to 
another. 

The yiodes of the ancients are faid to have 
had a wonderful effect over the’fnind; and 
Plato, who permits the DoriSh in his imaginary* 
rep»iblick, on account of its caknnefs and gra¬ 
vity, excludes the Lydian, becaufe of its languid, 
tender, and. effeminate character : not that any 
feries of mere founds has a power of railing 
or foothing the jJafligns, but each ’ of thefe 
modes was appropriated Jo a particular kind of 
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poetry, and a particular inftrument; and the 
chief of them, as the Dorian, Phrygian , l.yditn , 
Ionian , Pollan, Locrian , belonging originally to 
the nations, fronr which they took their names: 
thus the Phrygian mode, which was ardent and 
impetuous, was ufually accompanied with trum¬ 
pets, and the Mixolydian which, if we believe 
Arijloxeuns, was invented by' Sappho, was pro¬ 
bably confined -to the pathetick and tragick 
ftyle : that thefe modes had a relation to poetry, 
as well as to mttftck , appears from a fragment of 
Lafus , in which he fays, I fing of Ceres , and 
her daughter Melibeea, the confort of Pluto, in 
the Pollan mode , full of gravity, and Pindar 
calls one of his Odes an Eolian fong. If the 
Greeks furpafied' us in the ftrength of their mo¬ 
dulations, ‘we have An advantage over them 
in our minor fcale , which fupplies us with 
twelve new modes, where the tvyo femitones 
are removed from their natural petition between 
the third and fourth, the feventh and eighth 
notes, and'placed between the fecond and third, 
the fifth and fixth"; this change of-the femitones, 
by giving a minor third to the modal note, 
foftens the general expreffion of the mode, and 
adapts it admirably to*fubje£ts of grief and af- 
flihtion: the minor mode of D is tender, that of 
C, with "three fiats, plaintive, and that of F, 
with few, pathetick and mournful to the high- 
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eft degree, for which reafon’it was chofen by 
the excellent Pengolef in his Stabat Mater. 
Now thefe twenty-four modes, artfully inter¬ 
woven, and changed as ofteft as the fentiment 
changes, may, it is evident, exprefs all the va¬ 
riations in the voice of a foeaker, and give an ad- 
ditional beauty to the accents of a poet. Con- 
liftently with tfie foregoing principles, we may 
define original and native poetry to be the lan¬ 
guage of the violentfaffions, exprejfed in exact 
meafure , with jlrong accepts andJignificant words; • 
'and true mufick to be ho more than poetry, deli¬ 
vered in afuccejfion of harmoniousfounds,fo difpofed 
as to pleafe the ear. It is in this view only that 
we muft confider the mufick of the ancient 
Greeks, or attempt to account for its am£zisg 
effetls, which we find rtlated b^ the graveft 
hiftorians, and philofop^iers'; it was wholly 
paffionate-or deferiptive, and fo clofcly # united 
to poetry, that it never obftru&ed,* but always 
increalfcd its influence ;'whereas ourboafted har¬ 
mony, with all its fine accords, iftd gumerous 
parts, painltf nothing,^ cxprefics nothing, lays 
nothing to the heart, and copfequently* can only 
give mor<; or Iefs pleafure to one*of our fenfes; 
and no raafonable m.tn will feriotifly prefer a 
tranfitory pleafure, which muft foon end in fa- 
tiety, or even in difguft, to a delight of thc/oul, 
ariling from fympathy, ;and founded«ofl the na- 
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tural paffioias, always lively, always interefling, 
always tranfporting. The eld divifions of mu- 
fick into celejiial and earthly, 1 divine and human , 
aSlive and contemplative, intellective and oratorial, 
were founded rather upon metaphors, and chi¬ 
merical analogies, than upon any real diftihc-. 
tions in nature; but the want of making a dif- 
tindlion between mujick of mere founds, and the 
mufick of the paffions, has been the perpetual 
fource of confufion and contradictions both 
among the ancients and the moderns: nothing 
can be more oppofite in many points than the fyfi- 
terns of Rameau and Tartini , one of whom afferts 
that melody fprings from harmony, and the 
other deduces harmony from melody; and both 
a~e ' l in the right, if the firft fpeaks only of that 
mufick, which took its rife from the multiplicity 
of founds heard at once in the fonorous body , and 
the fecond, of that, which rofe from the accents 
and.inf'exto/ts of the human voice , animated by the 
paffions: to decide, as Rouffieau fays, whether of 
thefe two fchools ought to have the preference, 
We need only afk a plain queftion, Was the 
"voice made for the inftruments, or the inftru- 
ments for thd voice? 

In defining what true poetry ought to be , ac¬ 
cording to our principles, we have deferibed 
what it really was among the , Hebrews , the 
Greeks and Romans , the Arabs and Perfans. 



COMMONLY CALLED IMITATIVE. 


SIS 


The.lamentation of David , and his facred odes, 
of ^>falms, the foi^g of Solomon , the prophecies 
of If at ah, fereipi&h, and the other infpired 
writers, are truly and ftriCtlypoetical; but what 
did David of Solomon imitate in their divine 
poems ? A man, who is really joyfnl or af¬ 
flicted, cannot be.faid.to imitate joy or affliction. 
The lyrick verfes of Alcceus, Aleman, and Iby~ 
cus, the hymns o£ Callimachus , fhc elegy of 
Mofchus on the death of Bion, are all beautiful 
pieces of poetry*? yet Alcaeus was no imitator •oi 
love, Callimachus was'no imitator o f religious 
awe.and admiration, MoJlVous was no imitator of 
grief at the lofs of an amiable friend. Arijlotle 
himfelf wrote a very poetie d elegy on the 
death of a man, whom. he. h*ad* loved; but jt 
would be difficult to fhy'what he iniitated ift it: 
“ O virtue , who propofcjl'■ many laboifrs to the 
‘I human race, and art fill the alluring objeSt of 
“ cur life\ ft* thy charms, O beautiful goddejs , 
“ it waj always an envied happinefs in Greece 
“ even to die, and to fuffer the mojfrpainful, the 
“ mojt affliRbig evijs: fuch’are the immortal 
“ fruits , which thou raifft in our mind f; fruits, 
“ more precious than gold, more Jweet than the 
“ love of parents, and foft reftofe; for thee Her - 
“ cules themfon of Jove, and the twins of Leda, 
“ fujlained many Idbours, ancl by their illufrious 
“ a hi ions fought thy favour ; for lone -of ibeg. 
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“ Achilles and Ajax defcendcd to the n\anfwn of 
“ Pluto ; and, through a zeal for thy charms, the 
“ prince of Atnrnea alfo was, deprived of the 
“ fun's light: therefore fall the mufes, daughters 
“ of memory, render him immortal for his glorious 
“ deeds, whenever they Jing the god rf hojpitality, 
“ and the honours due to a Jafling fri'erffjhip," 

In the preceding collection' of poems, there 
are fome Eajlcrn fables, fome odes, a panegyrick, 
and an elegy ; yet it does not appear to me, that 
there is the leaft imitation in either of them: 
Petrarch was, certainly, too deeply affected 
with real grief, and tlic Pcrfan poet was too«iin- 
cere a 1 ver, to imitate the pa Cions of others. 
As to the red, a fable in verfe is no more an 
imitation than' a fable. in prole; and if every 
poetical narrative, n’liich clei'cribes tlie manners, 
and relates the adventures.of men, he called 
imitative, every romance, and even every his¬ 
tory, mulf be called fo lLkewife; fince many 
poems are only romance's, or parts of Jdfory told 
in a regplar‘hieafure. 

‘ What has been faid of poethy, may with 
equal fotce be applied to muf ek, which is poetry, 
drefled to Advantage; and even t;o painting , 
many forts of which are poems to-the eye, as 
all poems, merely deferiptive, are*pi£hires to 
the ear: and this way of confidering them will 
fct *fche*rsfmements o£ modern artifts in their 
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true light.; for the prjjians , which were given by 
nafure, never fpokg in an unnatural form* and 
no man, truly affeflred with love or grief, ever 
exprefied the one in an acrcflick, or the other 
in a fu\ue: thefe remains, therefore, of the falfe 
taftfi, whicli prevailed in jhc dark ages* fhould 
he banifhcd,from this,which is enlightened with 
a juft one. 

It is true, that fom*e kindf? of painting are 
ftricily imitative , -as that which is folely in¬ 
tended to reprefeht the hpman llgure and court- 
tfinance; but it will* be found, that thofe 
pidlurcs have always .the greateft effedd, which 
reprefent fome pajjion, as the martyrdom of St. 
sJgnes hy Domcniv/xro, and the various repre- 
fentafions of the crvcijlxim by Aie*£neft maffcr» 
of Italy, and there can be no donfit, but that 
the famous faa if.ee* of Iphlgerua by ‘fimanthes 
was affedlmg to the higheft degree; jvhich 
proves, not tliat painting cannot be Paid to hjii- 
fale, bul that its moft fiowerful influence over 
the mind arifes, like that of the other arfs, from 
Jympatly. 

1% is aborted alfo.that JeJ'crjpfr-ve poefry, and 
defer ip live ljm lick, as they are calle'd, are ftrict 
imitations', bat, not to *infift that mere drfcrip- 
tion is the meaneft part of both arts, if indeed 
it belongs to them *at aU, it is clear, that wqrd$ 
_and* founds have no kijid of rcfemblancC te 
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vifible objects: and what is an imitation, but a 
rcfemblance of fomc other thing? Befides, no 
unprejudiced hearer will fay that he finds the 
fmalleft traces of imitation in the numerous 
fugues , counterfugues, and divijions, which ra¬ 
ther difgrace than adorn the modern mufick: 
even founds thetnfelves ai;e imperfectly imitated 
by harmony, and, if we foinetimes hear the 
murmuring of a brook, or the chirping of birds in 
a concert, we are generally appriled before-hand 
of the paflages, where we may expedt them. 
Some eminent muficians, indeed, have been 
abfurd enough to think of imitating laughter 
and other noifes, but, if they had fucceedcd, 
they could not have made amends for their 
■yvant of talle in attempting it; for fuch ridi¬ 
culous imitations inuft necefl'arily deftroy the 
fpirit and dignity of the , lined poems, which 
they ought to illuftrate by a graceful^ and natural 
melody, . It feems to me,. that, as thofe parts of 
poetry, mujick, and painting , which relate to the 
palfions, afFedt by fympathy , fo thole, which are 
merely defcripdve’, adt by a kind of J'ubJlitution , 
that is, by raifmg in our minds, affections, or 
fentiments, ■ analogous to thofe, which arife in 
us, when the refpedtive objedts in nature are 
prefented to our fenfes.' Let us^fuppofe that 
a poet, a mulician, and a painter, are driving to 
give thqjr friend, or patron, a pleafure fimilaf 
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to tl\at, which he feels at the .fight of a beau¬ 
tiful profpe£t. The firft will form an agreeable 
aflemblage of lively* images, which he will ex- 
prefs in fmooth and elegant verfes of a fprightly 
meafure; he will defcribe the moft delightful ob¬ 
jects, and will add to the graces of his defcription 
a certain delicacy,of fjsnti’ment, and a fpirit of 
cheerfulnefs. ThS mufician, who undertakes to 
fet the words of the port, will feleft’fome mode, 
which, on his violin, has the character of mirth 
and gaiety, as the Eolian } or E flat , which he 
will change as the fentiment is varied: he will 
exprefs the words in a fimpfe and agreeable me¬ 
lody, which will not difguife, but embellifh 
* them, without aiming at any fugue, or figured 
harmony: he will ufe the hafs,. to mark the. 
modulation more ftrohgly,* efpecialiy in the 
changes; and he will.place the tenour generally 
in unifon with the bafs, to prevent too great a 
diftance betwcCti* the parts: in the fymphony lje 
will, abovp a,ll things, avoid a double melody , and 
will apply his variations only to forrfd acfelfory 
ideas, which .fhe^ principal [tart, that is, the 
voice,could not eafily expijsfs: will not make , 

a number of ufelefs repetitions, bccaufe the 
faflions-' only repeat the fame ^expreffions, and 
dwell upon the fame fentiments, while deferrp- 
tion can only repreffint ,a fingle obje?l by,a, 
fingle*fentence. The paiijter will defcribe till, 
vox. viix. . u. 
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vifible objects more exadtly than his rivals, but 
he will fall fhort of the other artifts in a very 
material circumftance; nairiely, that his pencil, 
which may, indeed, exprefs a fimple paflion, 
cannot paint a thought, or draw the (hades of 
fentimefit: he will, however, finifh his land- 
fcape with grace and elegance; his colours will 
be rich, and glowing; his perfpe&ive ftriking; 
and his figures will be'd'fpofed with an agree¬ 
able variety, but not with confufion: above all, 
he will diffufe over his whole piece fuch a fpirit 
of livelinefs and feftivity, that the beholder (hall 
be feized with a kind of rapturous delight, and, 
for a moment, miftake art for nature. 

Thus will each artift gain his end, not by 
irritating the works of nature, but by affuming 
her power, and cauling the fame effedt upon 
the imagination", which her charms produce to 
the fenfcs: this muft -be the chief objedl of a 
ppet, a mufician, and a paintdr, who know 
that great effeSls arc not produced by minute de¬ 
tails, but "by the general fpirit of the whole piece , 
and that a 'gaudy compojition mdy Jlrike the mind 
for a fbort time, but that the beauties offmpli- 
city are both more delightful, and more perma¬ 
nent. 

As the pajjions are differently modified in dif¬ 
ferent men, and as even'the various objects in 
nature affect our minds in various degree^, it is 
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obvious, that there muft be a great, diverfity in 

the pleasure, which we receive from the fine arts, 

§ * 

whether that pleasure arifes from fympathy or 
fubjlitution ; and that it werja a wild notion in 
artifts,to think of pleafing evety reader, hearer, 
or beholder; fince every man has a particular fet 
of objedts**and a particular inclination, which 
dired him in the choice of his pleafures, and 
induce him to Confiden the prpdudttons, both of 
nature and of art, as more or lefs elegant, in 
proportion as they gh'e him a greater or fmaller 
degree of delight: this "does not at all contradid: 
the opinion of many able* writers, that there is 
one uniform jlandard' of tajle\ fince the pajfions, 
and, confequently, fympathy, are generally the 
fame in all' men, till they are weakened by age, 
infirmity, or other caufes. . 

If the arguments, ufed in this eflfay, *have any 
w.eight, it ^wiH appear, that the fined parts 
of poetry, mufjek, and painting, are, exprefiive 
of the p odious, and operate on our minds by fym¬ 
pathy, that the inferior parts of them are de- 
feriptive of i^ttural objeSls, and affedl us chiefly. 
liy fubjlitution ; that the exprefiio/is of love, pity, 
dijire, and the lender paflions,' as well as the de- 
feriptions of objeds that .delight the fenfes, pro¬ 
duce in the grts what we call the beautij'ul ; but 
that hate, anger, fear, and the terriblS paflions 

• ® . * t 

as well as objedb, which* are unplcajing to.th^ 
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fenfes, are produ&ive of the fublime , when they 
are aptly expreffed, or defcribed. 

Thefe fubjeds might be purfued to infinity; 
but, if they were, amply difcufled, it would be 
neceffary to write a feries of difleitations, inftead 
of an efiay. 
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AN ODE: 


Return, celestial Muse,. 

By whose bright fingers o’er my infant head. 

Lull’d with immortal symphony, were spread 
Fresh bays and flow’rets of a*tfiousand hues} 

Return! thy golden lyre, 

Chorded with sunny rays of temper’d fire, 

Which in Astrxa’s fane I fondly hung, 

Bold I reclaim: but ah, sweet maid, . 

Bereft of thy propitious aid 
My voice is tuneless, and my harp unstrung. 

In vain I call . . .•What charm, \that potent speL 1 
Shall kindle into.life the long-unwaken’d shell ? 

Hastf^! the well-wrought? * basket bring, 

Which two sister Graces wove. 

When the third, whpse praise! ‘sing, • 

• • 

Jilushing sought the bridal.grove. 

Where the slow-descending suri 
Gilt the hpw’rs of Wimbledon. 

Miss Louisa Bingham, and Miss Frances^Molesworth her cousin, 
decked a basket with ribbands and flopers to hold the nuptial presents. 
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In the 'vase mysterious fling 
Pinks and roses gemin’d with dew, 

Flow’rs of ev’ry varied hue. 

Daughters fair of early spring, 

.Laughing sweet with sapphire eyes, 

Or with Iris’ mingled dyes : 

Then around the basket go. 

Tripping light with silent pace. 

While, with solemn voice and slow 
Thrice pronouncing, thrice I trace 
On the silken texture bright, • 

Character’d in beamy light, 

Names of more than mortal pow’r, 

Sweetest influence to diffuse; 

Names, that from her shadiest bow’r 
Draw the soft reluctant muse. 

First, I with living gems enchase 
The name of Her, whom f jr this festive day 
With zone and mantle elegantly gay 
The Craces have adorn’d, herself a Grace, 
Molesworth .. . hark! a swelling ncte 
Seems on Zephyr’s wing to float. 

Or has vain hope my flatter’d sense beguil’d ? 
Next He/, who braided many a flow’r 
To deck her sister’s nuptial bow’r, 
Bingham, with gentle heart and aspect mild 
The charm prevails ... I hear, I hear 
Sdpttins nearer yet, and yet more near. 
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Btill».ye nymphs and yotiths, advance. 

Sprinkle still the £>almy show’ry 
Mingle still tlie.ifiazy dance. 

Two names of unresisted powV* 

• • 

Bdhold, in radiant characters I write: 

O rise ! O leave thy secret shrine, 

* • • 

For they,,who all tfiy nymphal train outshine, 

T)cncannon *, hcav’nly Muse, and Devonshire^- invite. 

Saw ye not yon myrtle wave ? 

• Heard ye not a warbled strain ? 

Ycs ! the harp, which Clio gave. 

Shall his ancient sound rcjjin. 

Otic dearer name remains. Prepare, prepare I 
She comes . .. how swift th’ impatient air 
Drinks jlie rising accent sweet! 

Soon the charm shall be complete 
Return, and wake the silent string; 

Return, sweet Mush, for Aisthorp bids me sing. 

’Tis she . and, as she smiles, the breathing lyi>e 
Leaps from his silken baids, and darts ethereal fire. 

m • 

Bright son of ev’ning, lucid star. 

Auspicious rise thy soften’d beam. 

Admir'd ere Cynthia’s jSearly car 
' O’er hoav’n^ pure azure spreads Iter gleam; 
Thou*saw’st the blooijiing pairj' 

Like thee serenely*fair, 

* lady Henrietta Spencer! second daughut of John earl’Spencer, and 
wife^rf the lord visco&nt Duncan non, eldest son of the earl of BesboroughT 

t lady Georgians, eldest daughter** earl S|encer f< and wife of WU-* 
)iam Cavendish, fifth duke of Devonshire, _ 
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By love united and the nuptial vow. 

Thou seest the mirthful train 
Dance to th’ unlabour’d strain, 

Seest bound with*myrtle ev’ry youthful brow. 

Shine forth, ye silver eyes of night. 

And gaKe on virtues crown’d with treasures of delight. 

And thou, the golden-tressed child of mern. 
Whene’er thy all-inspiring heat 
Bids bursting rose-buds hill and mead adorn. 

See them with ev’ry gift that Jove bestows. 

With ev’ry joy replete. 

Save, when they melt at sight of human woes. 

Flow smoothly, circling hours. 

And o’er their Leads unblended pleasure pour} 

Nor let your fleeting round 

i* 1 

Their mortal transports bound. 

But All their cup of bliss, eternal pow'rs. 

Till time himself shall cease, and suns shall blaze no more. 

Each morn, reclin’d on many a fose, 
r » 

Lavinia’s * pencil shall disclose 
New forms of dignity and grace, 

Tn’ expressive, air, th’ impassion’d face. 

The curled smile, the bubbling tear, 

u , a 

The bloom of nope, the snow of fear. 

To some poetick tale fresh beauty give. 

And bid the starting tablet rise and live; 


* Lady Althorp has an extraordinary talent for drawing histotick sub¬ 
jects, and expressing the passions in the most simple manner. 
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.Or with swift fingers shall she touch the strings. 

And in the magick loom of harmony 

Notes of such wotfd’rous texture weave, 

■ 

As lifts the soul on seraph wings, 

Which, as they soar above the jasper sky. 

Below them suns unknown and worlds unnumberVl leave. 

Whileathou, bylist’iting crowds approv’d. 

Lov’d by the Muse and by the poet lov’d, 

* • *• 

Arthorf, shouldst* emulate die fame 

pf Roman patriots ^nt| th’ Athenian name ; 

Shouldst charm with full persuasive eloquence, 

' With all thy * mother’s grace, and all thy father’s sense, 
Th’ applauding senate ; whilst, above thy head. 
Exulting Liberty should smile. 

Then, bidding dragon-born Contention cease, 

* 0 m 

Should knit the dance with mctk-ey’d.Peacc, 

And by thy voice imped'd should spread ' 

An universal joy around her cherijh’d Isle. 

But ah ! thy publick virtues, youth, are vain 
In this volupt uou*s,Vhis abandon’d age, 

WheV Anion’s sons with* frantick rage. 

In crimes alone and recreant baseness bold, ' 

Freedom and Cencord, with their weeping’train, 
Rep’idiate; slaves of vief, and slavey of gold !J 
They, on, starry pinions sailing 
Through the crystal fields of aii^ 

Mourn their efforts unavailing. 

Lost persuasions, fruitless care: 


* Georgians Poyntz.countcsj Spencer. 
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Truth} Justice} Reason, Valour, with them fly 
To seek a purer soil, a more congenial sky. 

Beyond the vast Atlantick deep 
A dome by viewless genii shall be rais’d. 

The walls of adamant compact and steep. 

The portals with sky-tinctur’d gems emblazed: 
There on a lofty throne shall 'Virtue stand f 
To her the youth of Delaware shall kneel; 

And, when her smiles rain plefity o'er the land. 

Bow, tyrants, bow beneath th’ avenging steel! 
Commerce with fleets shall mock the waves. 
And Arts, that flourish not with slaves. 

Dancing with ev’ry Grace and ev’ry Muse, 

Shall bid the valleys laugh and heav’nly beams diffuse. 
She ceases; and a strange delight 
Still vibrates on-my ravish’d ear: 

What flobds of glory drown my sight! 

What scenes t view! Whar sounds I hear! 

This for my friend .». but, gentle nymphs, no more 
Dare I with spells divine the Muse • ecall: 

Then, fatal harp, thy transient rapture o’er, 

Calm ,1 replace thee on the sacred wall. 

A£>» see how lifeless hangs the lyre. 

Not lightning^ now, but giitt’ring wire f 
Me to the brawling bar and wrangles high 
Bright-hair’d Sabrina calls and rosy-bosom’.d Wye. 



AH 

ODE 


IK IMITATION Or 

A L C M U S. 


o J \i9oi, uSl 

Ti^v»i Tfjtfgv u:v al 7r§X«; utriv, 

’AXX* exit t3‘3T > cev iLffsv V ANAPEZ 
A0t«; cw£nv uloTrj* 

*E rluvOa c«x* xcXiij. 

Ate. quoted by Aristides* 


WHAT constitutes 9 State ? 

Not high-rais’d battlement or laboured mound;. 

Thick wall or moated gate ; 

« • * . * 

Not cities proud Tirith spires and turrets crown'd > • 
Not bays\nd broad-arm’d ports. 

Where,’latching at the storm, rich navies ride. 

Not starr’d and spangled coprts. 

Where low-brow’d baseness wafts perfume no pride. 

No:—MEN, high-mftided'M^N, 

With pow’ft as far above dull brutes endued 
In forest, brake, pr den. 

As beasts excel cold rocks and bragtbles rude^j 
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3t)0 

Men, who their duties know. 

But know their rights, and, knowing, dare maintain. 

Prevent die long-aim’d blow. 

And crush the tyrant while they rend the chain: 

These constitute a State, 

And sov’reign LAW, that states collected -will, 

,1 

O’er thrones and globes elate 

'I e 

Sits Empress, crowning good, repressing ill 

Smit by her sacred frown 

The fiend Discretion like a vapour sinks. 

And e’en th’ all-dazzling Crown 

Hides his faint rays, and at her bidding shrinks. 

Such -was this lmav’n-lov’d isle. 

Than I.esbos fairer and the Cntan shore ! 

No more shall Freedom smile ? 

Shall Britons languish, and be MEN no more ? 

, \ 

Since all must life resign. 

Those “weet rewards, which decorate the brave, 

’1 is folly to decline, 

*■ 

And steal inglorious to the silent gra\ r e. 


Alic.fincntiy, 
Mai cl i 31, i;tn. 



Aft 

.ODE 

l.V IMITATION or 


CALLISTRATUS. 


*£L*Vfp x.’ iAffifsyaTwKj 

*'0n *rov Tv^etv.sv xiav/rnv 
^ lea. oy.tt; t 5 *A5fives; «*5fti<7« , r>rY. 


Qticd m post /rW.v illas ftfctia* < s Tyrgnnoctnnv quispiani /a//* alt quod car - 
wtf>/ plcbi tradidissrt, inque Suburram ct fori ctrcuios et in ora vu’eji in- 
tulissct, actum profeetb luMet dc partibus deque domir.atione tTseoi- 
j/fm; plus mflicicult; valim«ct unum quam Cicervyjb 

Philippics nmnrs. 

Lowtu l)t Sacru Pocsi , Prari. I, 


Verdant myrtle's branchy pride 

• • 

Slul? my biting falchion wreathe : 

Soon shall grace each manly side 

• 

Tubes tliaf speak anH pqjnts that breathe# 
ThuSj Han/teJius, ihone>ti»y blade ! 
Thus, A%i Uogiton, thine ! 

Whose, when BRITAIN sighs for aid. 
Whose stiall now delav to shine.? 
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AN ODE. 


Dearest youths, jn islands blest, 

Not, like recreant idlers, dead. 

You with fleet Pelide* rest. 

And with godlike Diomcd. 

Verdant myrtle's branchy pride 
Shall my thirsty blade intwine: 

Such, Harmadius , deck’d thy side ! 
Such, Aristogitcn, thine ! . 

’fhey the base Hipparchus slew 
At the feast for Pallas crown’d: 

Gods ! how swift ,the : r poniards flew f 
How the monster ting’d the ground 1 
Then in- Athens all was Peace, 

Equal Laws and Liberty % 

Nurse of Arts, and eye of Greece 
People valiant, firm, and free ! 

lyot less glorious was thy deed, 
Wentworth , fix’d in Virtue’s cause; 

Not less brjlliant be thy mead, 

Lenox, friend to Equal Laws ! 

High in Freedom’s tempi', rais’d, 

See Fitts Maurice beaming stand, 

, For collected Virtues prais’d, 

• - 

"Wisdom’s voice, and Valour’s hand! 

Ne’er shall fate their eyelids close: 
They, in blooming regions blest. 

With Hartnodius shall repose. 

With Aristogitan rest. 
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Noblest Chiefs, a Hero’s crown 

Let th’ Athenian jsatriots claim: 

You lejs fiercely won renown; 

You assum’d a milder name. 

• • 

• They thro’ blood for glory strove. 

You more blissful tidings bring; 

s *They tc; death a Tyrant drove. 

You to fame restor’d a KING. 

Rise,* BRITANNIA, dauntless* rise I 

Cheer’d with triple Harmony, 

Monarth good, and Nobles wise. 

People valiant, firm, and FREE! 


May 14, 1782. 


VOL. VIII. 



At) 

LIBERTATEM 

Carmen*. 


VlRTUS renascens quem jubet ad sonos 
Spartanam avitos ducere tibiam ?. 

Quis fortium csetus in auras 
/Etherias juvenum debit, 

Quos, Marti amicos, aut hyacinth inis 
Flava in palaestra conspicuos comis; 

Aut alma Libertas in undis 
Egelidis agues' vedibat, 

Cseleste ridens ? Qui* modulabitur 
Excelsa plectro carmina I*esbio; 

QuaC dirus, Alcreo sonante, 

r 

Audiit et tremuit dynastes ?' 

Quis myrtea ensem fronde rcconditum 
Cantabit r Ilium, civihus Harmodi 

Dilectfe sei'vatis, tenebas; 

Tuque fidelis AriJtogiton. 

* It may be proper, tfiovgh unnecessary, to inform the classical 
reader, that some stanzas of this Alcaick are little more than a liberal 
translation from Collins’s Ode tg liberty. 
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Vi* se jjefirsenat fulmineus chalybs: 
ifrox igne divino emipat, exilit; 

Et cor reluctant js 'fyranni 

Perforat ictibus haud remissis": 

O ter* placement Palladi victimam ! 

Nee tu minoretn Roma dabas Jovi ; 

Ex ore turn Brut* sorAret, 

• 

Sanguine Caesareo rubentis. 

Vox grata Divis,—grattftjue Tullio? 

AJt! lacrymarum n’e ^cajebrse fluant, 

Afflicta Libertas, tuarum: 

(O pudor ! O miseri Qukites!) 

Vafri tacebo camificis dalos, 

Cui nomen Augusto impia plebs dedit; 

Fletura £t infandas Neronum 

Nequitias odiosiorum. 

Nolo tyrannorum improbioribus 

Sanctum inquin^ri norftinibus rnelos, 

Quos turpis sews in Laminae 

Dedecus exxiumque gentis 
• • 

Produxft. *His tej Diva, furentibus. 

Ad templa caeli et sidereas domes 

. Vidit jugatls subvolafttena 

• Musa aquil^s nitidoque Airru.; 

At Roma, vasti molibus imperl 

* 

Sublata, centum nubila brachiis 
Differt, cblosseoque Olympi 
Venice vcrticibus minatur. 

x? 
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Sed, fervidi instar diluvii ruens, 
Septem relictis turba trionibus 
Formidolosorum gigantum 
Hesperios populatin' agros. 

Qui plurimo conamine, plurimis 
Immane adorti monstrum ululatibus, 
Vix diro anhclantesque frendcn— 
—tcsqne trahunt strepitu ruinam. 
Gens, te remota, nulla diu potest 
Florere. Mox tu purpureas, Dea, 
Sedes roliquisti pioruni. 


Ausa novas habitare terras. 


Turn vitibus Florentia vestiens 


Colies apricos, et neniora aureo 
Splendore maloruin coronans, 

Te colnit,—coluitque musas ; 
Casura amata, (vs miser® !) manu. 
At tu petebas pratula mollium 
Pisarum, olivetunique Luca:, 

Et scopukjs tenuis Marini. 

Vix te vocabat, nec docilem sequi. 
Dux gloriosae gemmifer Adrise ; 

Qui scandit, baud pauper maritus, 
Cseruleum Thetidos cubile. 

Post exulem te, nobilis insula, 

Tutis recepit Corsica rupibus : 

Qua Marte non nno subacta^ 


Saeve Ligur, nunium superbis. 



CARMEN. 


Nqnc te nivosas, Diva, libentius 
•Qusero per Alpes} durus ubi gelu 
•Helvetius frangit ljgone, aut 
Remigiis agitat Lemanum: ,• 
Quaefo per urb'es, dona maris, noval, 

Et fida sacris tecta ciconiis : 

% 

Ouaero jlludosos per ^agros", 

Et valid* salideta gentis; 

Qua: fulmen AlSani haudnimuit dpcis. 
Hinc pulsa rnigras ? quo, Dea, quo fugis ? 
’ Ah ! grata diloctis Brftannis 
Nympha, tuos video recessus. 

Olim, hsec recluisit musa vetustior: 

Inter feratis littora Gallia: 

Interque divisum Albiouis 

Nulla %olum resonabat unda 

• 

At sx-pe ab Icci, non madido pqde, 

S.i.ds verendas ad Dorobernise 

Sedes adornati amhulabant 

• • 

Glandifega Druid* corona, 

• t 

Tunc sjstuantes a*d mare Supvicuo} 

Flucius rueliant tramite dissito, 

Quo belluosi* horret Orcas, 

• » 

Montibus et £laciata Thule. 

• , » i 

Sed mox resurgens oceanus manuib * 
Efiert minacem; et, dum croceum jetber^ 
Scindunt repercussis procell se 
Fulguribus, validq tridente 
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Divellit agros dissociabiles: 

Tunc enatabas, pulchra Britannia, 
Silvisrjue, et arvis, et sonoris 
Amnibus cgregie triumphans. 
Gemmata multa turn Thetis insula 
Risit: sacratis Mona, parent mea, 
Ornata quercetis refulsit ■, 

Et zephyro recreafa Vectis. 

Haec facta nutu. Diva potens, tuo 
Nam lassa dulcis pomiferas Vagae 
-Ripas, et undantis Sabrinse, 

Nobile perfugium, eligebas; 
Remota Gallis:—Galli etenim truces, 
(Psychen ut antehac barbari amabilcm,) 
Te reppulerunt exulantem; 

Gens meritaSjluitqra pasnas! 

Tunc, in recessu fertilis insulae 
Lecto, sacratum nominibus tuis 
Fanum smaragdis emicabat 
Consitum et aetheriis pyropis. 
Ventura jam turn favna Britannia;, 

Mira arte, miris picta coloribus, 
Postesque et excelsum lacunar* 

Et variant irradiabat aulatn. 
Depictus ensem protulit et stylum 
Sidneius ; heros, quern neque judicis 
Vultus, nec infamis tyranni 
Terruit ira Uiu rcposta. 



CARMEN. 


Effulsit ardent! et gladio et iyra . 
•Miltonus audens, cui nkidam nimis 

i 

• Te, nuda Libertasj “videnti 

• 

Nox oculos tenebrosa clausit ;• 

Nuni; templo in ipso, (qua radiat veto? 

Ora, profani, dicere,) vatibus 

Insertus fterounvjue tumix 

Verba canit ricitanda Divis. 

O nympba! maestam graifa Britanniam 

Ni tu revisas*, percita civium 

Non mite nepenthes fevabit 

Cord?, salutiferumve*moly. 

• • 
Altaribus te jam tredecim vocat, 

• • 

Te thure templisque urget America: 

Audis j Atlanteumque pennis 
Ire paVas Ievibus per xquor. 

Ah! ne roseta et fluinina dcsecas 
Dilecta nuper: nam piget,—heu piget 
Martis nefast* fratricidx^ • 

Imperiiquelrnale arregati. 

• • 

lam, ygris instarj prxniteas.novo 

• • 

Pacata vultu : Pax tibi sit comes } 

Qux bland:* civilis duelli 

Sopiat ignivo'nos drac'bnes. 

• .... » ., 

Cum transmarwis juncta soronbus, 

Nectat choream lxta Britannia. 

Neu mitis absit, jam solutis 

Mercibus, haud yiolanda Ierne. 
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O! quae paratur copia fulminis. 

Centum reposti navibus, improbos 
Gallos et audaces Iberos, '« 

Civibus haud nopitura, frangat. 

Jdibus Martii! 

VDCCUZT 
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MONSIEUR A** * DU P* * * 


DANS LA QUELLE EST COMPRIS 


LENA MEN 

DE SA TRADUCTION DES LITRES 


ATTK1BU£S A 


ZO'ROA ST RE 


-Beatus Fannius ultro 

Delatis capsis, et imagine. 


,Hor. 




IJETTRE 


MONSIEUR A*** DU P*« 


JNe foyez point .furpfis, Monfieur, de recevoir 
celte left (' a’un mconmi, qui aime les vrais ta- 
kns, et qui fait apprecier les vbtres. 

SourFrez qu’on vous felieite de vos heurcufcs 
d^couvertes. Vuus avez fouvent prodigue vo- 
tre precieufe vie; vous avez /rauchi des mers 
orageofes, des moutagnes .rcmplies; de tigre£; 
vous avez fletri vdtre teint, qut; vous nbus dites, 
avec autant d’elegance qui de modeftie, avoir 
etc compofe debits et de rofes ; vous avez ’effuye 

des mayx encore plus, cruels; et tout <fela 

• # 1 

uniquement pour le bicn de la literature, et de 
ceux qui ont.le rare bonhejar, de.vou? reiFenv, 
bier. 

Vous avez appris deux fatigues ancienne$ 
que l’Europ’e entiere igrjorait*; vous avez rap- 


* Ce n’eft point par affiliation qu'on fuit ici l'o;thographe de 
M. de Voltaire. Ce grand Remain qui a rendu tant de fervicj a 
fa langue,acertawementraifon, lorfcjjjli dit quart doit ecrirc aoumie 
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porte en France le fruit de vos travaux, Ies li- 
vres du celebre Zoroaftre; vous avez charnfte le 
public par votre agreable £'adudtion de cet ou~ 
vragej et vous r.vez atteint le comblc de votre 
ambition, ou plutot l’objet de vos ardenr defirs j 
vous etes Membre de l’Academie des Infcrip- 
tions. 

Nous refpedtons, commc nous le devons, cette 
illuftre et iavante Academic: mais vous meri- 
tez, ce nous femble, un titre plus diftingue. 

Chriftophe Colomb ne decouvrit qu’un nou¬ 
veau monde, rempli de betes feroces, d’hommes 
plus feroces qu’elles, et de quelques mines dc 
ce metal jaune, que vous avez prudemment 
neglige: mais pour vous, Monfieur, vous avez 
ckerche une nouvelle religion, laifiant aux 
hommes oififs le foi:; dc cultiver la leur. Les 
faints peres de votre chert patne n’ont jamais 
affronte tant de perils, pour avancer le vrai 
culte, que vous en avez effhye pour decouvrir 
le faux. 

Plus grand voyageur que Cadmus, vous avez 
“rapport e, ccmm'e lui, de nouveaux caradtcres, et 
de nouveaux dieux. , Nous difons de noqveaux 
dieux, car vous n’avez pas oublie, Monfieur, 
celui que vous volutes dans une pagode pres de 
Keneri. 

on parle, poured quon ne choqv.e pas trap Vusage, et qu'etant tires- 
devu a St. Francois, il a coulu le distinguer des Frai>9ais. 
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A jiarler franchement, on doit vous faire pour 
le moms' 1‘Arch image, ou grand pretre des 
Guebres, d’autant plus que, dans ce nouveau 
pofte, vous aurjez l’occafion dq mettre un pcu 
plus'de^a dans vos ecrits. 

’ Voyageu^ Savant, Antlquaire, Heros, Libel- 
lifte, quels nitres fie ftieritez-vous pas ? On fe 
contente de voug offrir celui qu’Ho^ace donnait 
a Fannius dans l’epigt’aphe de cctte lettre, que 
vous. avcz lue, fan's*pc.ut-etre vous doute'r de la 
juftefie de l’application. Comme lui vous vous 
applaudiffez fans mefure pvous voilsf beatus: 
vous «avez depofe voa manufcrits a la biblio- 
theque royale ; voila delotis capfis j fans y etre 
• invite; voil^ ultro: et pour rendre la compa- 
rifon plus jufte, vous nous donnez?lqqvent votr# 
portrait (imaginem.) duquel voys paraiflez fort 
epris. Mais Fannins etait,Poete, et par mal- 
heiir il s’en* fauude beaucoup, a la fidion.pres, 
que vous le foyfiz. 

Vous Wee certainement dc plus hautes pre¬ 
tentions; facrifier au bien public les dons les 

* » , i 

plus brillans *de la rtetuj-e ett toute autra chofe 
que de cueillir quelques la riefrs.fur le Parnafle y 
et vous ne nous laiffez point ignorer ces facrifi- 
ces. Dans Votre premier volume, a la ving- 
tidme page*, vous nous contez ce que vous 

• • # 

Oil ne citera plus les'pagcs de ?e livre, qui ne fera lu defter- 

fJnne. “ 
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fouffntes pour “ limpertinence fun jeune homme 
“ bien fait, et d"une tres-jolie- figure, dont Vair di- 
“ daigneux avail indigne ief^ pajfagers ; Us enga- 
“ gerent, ditcs-vfeus, deux matelots a le plonger 
“ dans la mer, lorfqu'ih le porteraient a 'terre en 
“ fortant de la cbaloupe-, ce qui etoit. tres-focial. 
“ On cxecuta cette commeJfion t obligcante ; mat's, 
“ par une erreur dont vous futes la viSlime, et 
“ dont vous n’etiez pas trop fdche, on vous prit 
“ pour le beau damoifeau, et on vous etendit fur U 
"■fable, dans un endroit oil ily avait quatre pieds 
“ dd can. • Vous futes le premier a rire de la me- 
“ prifc j” et avec grande, raifon, puifqu’elle de- 
vait vous fervir a conftater les charmcs que vous 
pofiediez avant votre laborieux pelerinage. 

- ''Oh! vou t s'avez eu raifon de nous faire part 
de cette anecdote: il importe tres-fort, a ceux 
qui veulent s’inflruire des lois de la Perfe, de 
lavoir, qu’au mois de Juin. 1755 vous ref- 
fembliez a un petit-mafore ajmoureux de foi- 
meme. 

Nous citerons un autre paflage dans vos pro- 
pres paroles autli' modeftes que‘ bien chofies. 

L'objet, ditevvous* qui tnamenatt dansd’Inde, 
“ parut en lui-meme beau, mais peu important j et, 
u Ji Von me ft fa grdce de ne me pas regarder 
** comme un joli impofteur, qui s’itait fervi de ce 
“ pretexte pour venir . dans cettje contrie tenter 
"fortune, on crutahin autre coti que le meme 
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“ coup de> foleil , gut ferait difparaitre les rofes de 
“ man teifti , dijjtperaif met premieres idee s'' • 

On ignore, Manfteur, ce que Ton pouvait 
penfer a Pondicheri, fur la bea’fjte, on fur 1’im¬ 
portance de l’objet qui vous y amenait, mais on 
pfeut* vous g.ffurer, qu'en’.Europe on ne vous 
prend pas aa moinj pour un jolt impofteur. 

Permettez m^intenant, Monlieur,.qu’on vous 
dife ferieufenaent ce que des'gens de lettres 
penfent de votre ehtreprife, de vos voyages, de 
vos trois gros volumes, et de votre favoir que 
vous vantez avec fi peu de referve. /Dans le 
cours »de cct examcn, «on ne pourra s’empecher 
de faire quelques reflexions fur la maniere dont 
..vous en ufez,a la fin de votre difeours prelimi- 
naire, avec ceux qui mefitenrt votte refpedl eU 
votre reconnaiflancc. 

On doit aimer le.* vrai ljtvoir: mais toutes 
choTes ne valent pas la peine d’etre fues. II eft 
inconcevable qtfe darts un fiecle, <?u tous les 
arts fe perfedlionnent, et toutes les fciences 
s’epureat, ce qu’on appelle la litterature»en ge¬ 
nt cal, foit, pai* faute de ofioix", prefqua barbare. 
On fait la profondeur des»mefs,bn fait les lois. 
et la marcheide la nature, on fait ce qui fe pafle 
dans toutes les parties^du monde habitable; et 
on ignore coftibien de chofcs on ne doit pas fa¬ 
voir. 

-Socrate difait, en voyai\t 4ieta4ge d’un bijou- 
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tier, “ De combien dc chofcs je n’ai pas be- 
'* foiii!” On peut de meme s’ecrier, en con- 
tcmplant les ouvrages de r.es.erudits, Combien 
de connaiflances il m’importe peu d’acquerir! 

Si vous aviez fait cette demiere reflexion, 
vous n’auricz pas afTronte la mort pour nous 
procurer des lumieres inirtiles. 

La curiofite du public et des favans au fujet 
de Zoroaftrc ccfla des qu’on cut vu quelques 
lambcaux de fes pretendus ouvrages dans le 
Saddar, ct dans d’autres livres, ecrits en Perfan 
par des Mages qui- etaient allurement plus a 
portee dc les faire connaitre qu’un Europcen au 
teitit de rofe. 

On pofledait deja plufieurs traites attribues a 
Zerdufht pir Zenitufht, traduits en Perfan mo- 
derne; dc pretendues conferences dc ce legifla- 
tcur avec Ormuzd. des pi'eres, des dogmes, des 
lois rcligicufes. Quelques fa-vans, qui ont lu 
cos tradu&ions, nous ont allure. que les originaux 
etaient de la plus haute antiquite, parce qu’ils 
renfermaient beaucoup de platitudes, de-bevues, 
et de t coatradi£tions:-mais rous“ avons crvcju 
par les memes raifens, qu’ils etaient tros-mo- 
dernes, ou bien qu’ils n’etaient pas»d!un homi»e 
d’efprit, et d’u» philofophe, tel que Zoroaflre 
eft peint par nos hiftoriens. Vbtre nouvelle 
♦radudtion, Monfieur,- nous confirme dans ce 
-jugement:, tout let college des Guebres aurait 
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be|u noifs l’affurer; nous ne croirons jamais que 
le charlatan le moii£ habile ait pu ecrire les fa- 
daifes dont vos de\x derniers volumes font 
remplis. 

Mais' fuppofbns, pour un moment, qye ce re- 
cueil de galijnatias contienne reellement les lois 
et la religion des? anciens Perfes; etait-cc la 
peine d’aller ft loin pour nous ev inftruire ? 
Croyez-nous,* Monfieur, vous auriez mieux fait 
de vous en tenir. a ‘vc* belles lois feodales, et a 
votre religion Romainc, qu’apparemment vous 
cheriflez. Vous auriez pCu etre un gl*^nd Avo- 
cat, ft vous parlez aifffi bien que vous ecrivez; 
ou un excellent, fcholaftique, avec tant foit peu 
• plus d’orguoil. 

Nous dirons me me, ex yous fc dirons hardi- 
ment, que, s’il etait poflible cjc recotrwer tous 
les livres de Lycurgue, de» Zalcucus, de Cha- 
rondas, et Vijs *ne contenaicnt rien de nOUvcau 
et d’interefllmt,* *leur antiquite nc les ferait pas 
valoir j ifs fle ferviraient qu’a fatisfaire la ridi¬ 
cule cflriolite <je quelques fain^ans^ et Ti’influer. 
ratent-nullemcnt %u bonheur des homtftesj lequel 
doit, ?fans contnedit/etre'le BdJ de la veritable 
litterature. 

Daignez-vous rappeler le ptfffage fuivant dans 
un des opufcules de.M. de Voltaire; quoi qu’en 
•genecal nous n’aigaions* pas les citations, notts 
faifons gloire d’adopter lee j&nfees de cet illuftre. 

*vot. yiii. .. Y 
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ecrivain, l’honneur de la France: Enjin, 'dit-il, 
dansce recueil de cent portes»ou preceptes tires du 
livre de Zende, et oil I'on rfdpporte menie les pro- 
pres paroles de Vancien Zoroajlre, quels devoirs 
moraux font-ils prefer its? Celui d'aimer, de fe- 
courir fon pere et fa Mere, de faire jaumone aux 
pauvres , de ne jamais manquer-a j'a pdrole , de s'al- 
Jlenir quand on ejl dans le doute Ji Vaction qiton 
va faire ejl jijle’ou non. Malheur au pays qui 
fe trouve oblige de faire chercher ces preceptes 
dans la Zone brulante! et d’ailleurs trouve-t-on 
rien d’ailfli fenie dans vos trois in quarto? 

Si ces raifonnemens, ‘Monfieur, ne pbrtent 
pas abfolument a faux, il en refulte que votre 
objet n’etait ni beau ni important ; que l’Europc 
eclaircc n’avolt nuJbeloin de votre Zende Valla; 
que vous l’avez traduit a pure perte; et que 
vous avez prodigu-; inutilement pendant dix- 
huit »ans un temps qui devait vous etre pre- 
cieux. 

Mais direz-vous, “j’ai voulu apprebdre deux 
" langues ancienncs, qu’aucun Em opeentt’a fues 
“ avani. aioi.” Quelle petite gioire que dtrrfe- 
••voir ce que perfo'nne’ne lah, et n’a que JiPrc de 
favoir ! on ne veut pns c ''pendant vous priver 
de cette glurc:* perfonnu ne vous’la difputera. 
On veut naemc croire que vous 'avez dans la 
t£te plus de mots Zenues, c’cft-*a-dtre, plus de 
mots durs, trainansy barbares, que tous les far- 
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v^ns’ de* l’Europe. Ne favez-vous pas que les 
langues^n’ont au»)une valeur intrinseque? et 
qu’un erudit poufXiit fa voir, par coeur tous les 
tiidlionnaires qui ont jamais *ete compiles, et 
pourrait bien n’etre a la fin du compte que le 
plus ignorant des mortel?? 

D’ailleurs, etesS-vous bien fur que vous poffe- 
dez les anciennes langues de la Pejtfe? Ignorez- 
vous qu’uni* languc ne faurait etre comprife 
dans un feul ou.vra’ge*? Que tel hommc qui li- 
rait aflez couramment les livres de MoiTe en 
Hebreu, aved le fecours dTjun Juif, ncfcompren- 
draif rien dans le Ctmtique des Cantiqucs fans 
ce fecours j et .quand il le cowiprendrait, il n'en 
ferait pas plus avance pour l’iqteUigence des.fa¬ 
bles de Sandabar, ecri^es daps leVneme diale£l<?? 
On ne pofledc tint? languc que.lorfqu’bn a lu un 

nombre infini.de ifvres eorits dans cet idiome. 
• • * . . . 

C’cfi: pourqupi ‘tn n’aurait jamais fu l’Kebreu 

fans la .languc Arabe, ou prefquc toutes fes'ra- 

cines fe* font confervces. Par la tpcme raifon 

.on ne*faura jajnais, ne vous. eg deplaile, les aq- 

•pNHW»*dialedtes de la *Pcffe, tandis qu*ils Yfexift- 

ent dans- las pr^tcndus livi^s de Zoroaftrfc', 

qui d’ailleufs font rempljs de repetitions inutiles. 

“ Mais,”* dircz-vous, “ mfe foup^onne-t-on 
“ d’avoir voulu trpmper le* public i” Non, 
• jyioniieur, on >ie 4ft pds-cela. Vous vous etfes 
frompe vous-meme. Il-efS.it poffible* (J’appren- 

y 2 
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drc les caradfceres Zendes fans fortir dc l’Eurdpe; 
il etaif'facile de traduire en ,f? , ran 9 ais ofe que le 
reverend Dodteur Darab vcfas* didla en Pcrfan 
moderne, en le comprenant, peut T etre, tres-peu 
lui-meme: mais vous copiez ce ridicule Phe- 
bus; vous apprenez qutlques centaines de beaux 
mots Zendiques; et a vot're cetour bn France 
vous vous donnez comme le premier qui ait fu 
la langue de Darius Hyftaipes, et If feul qui fe 
foit avife d’ecrire fur la PerJ'e, et fur Vlnde. 

On pailcra legerement fur vos voyages, on 
croit que'Vous avez, aflez appuyc vous-mcme 
fur ce fujet. On obferveca feulement, cn»paf- 
fant, qu’ils ne relfemblent pas ii ccux d’un 
homme de lcttres ; et on fe h&te d’rxaminer la 
nvaniere don* "vous les decrivez, qui n’eft pas 
celle dont M. Chardin, et M-> Bernier ont ecrit 
avant vous fur la Pe*fe, et fur I'lnde. 

Vous paraifiez fentir vous-meme le merite de 
votre difcours preliminaire. “ C’eft un hors- 
“ d’ceuvre, ditcs-vous, que je puis avoir tort de 
“ rifquer.” Eh! pourquoi done en imp^rtuner 
le public h Un auteur a beau s’excufer fyj^les. 
defauts d’un ouvrage qu’il aurait du corrigur ou 
jeter au feu: mais pour vous, Monlieur, fi vous 
avez manque a vous faire cette jufi'ice, on doit 
vous pardonner; yous avez, peut-£tre, craint de 
profaner l’elenaent facre dont vous vous decla- 
ruz I’Apcftre. Qn fouerait meme votre piete, 
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fi vcttre*rhapfodie etait d’une longueur raifon- 
nable j Aiais ell-eHe une reparation fuffifante 
pour ceux qui orut taitrepris la tache de lire plus 
de cinq cent3 t pages de detafls puerils, de de- 
fcriptidns degoutantes, de mots bar bares, et de 
fatires aufijpnjuftes que ^roffieres ? 

Vous ditez, fa®s dbute, que .vous n’avez em¬ 
ploye que dix-,huit ans a nous compiler c.e fa- 
tras, qui nous fait Miller, e’t nous indigne a 
chaque page. So'uffrpz qu’a ce propos bn vous 
repete un bon mot du Comte de Rochefter, 
q'uc M. Dryden rapporte dans fon parAlele entre 
la pe'e/ic et la print use: un poete, parlant a ce 
Seigneur de fa tragedie, dit quil riavait mis que 
trots Jemainqs a la compofer ; Comment diable, re- 
pondit-il,‘y avtz-vous misji long % feytps% 

Vous vous fouvenez, pelit-etre, du ^roverbe 
cite par M. de ^Voltaire dans fa lettre au chape- 
lain du rol de Suede, # Toutes verites ne font pas 
bonnes a dire. • Pernftettez qu on y*ajoute cette 
maxime ? (Selui qui pretend amufer ou inftruire 
le public, doit le refpecter trop pourd’impor- 
*tUf.eL.de toufes Its pfetitefles*, et ne* d«it*lui pre- 
fenter que des chafes epurdes *ct triees parnai 
toutes fes connaiffanccs. 

II femble*, a la verite, que cette maxime n’eft 
pas generatement adoptee j c # ar des qu’un eco- 
.lier a ramalfe.quelque9i lieux communs pijay- 
gbles, il ldche au&tot ^ea-eclqfes <je*fon grand 
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favoir fur le public, qui s’en trouve a prefent 
inondt: et a la home du jiecle ces ^liaiferies 
trouvent quelquefois des fce&curs. Viola le 
bien qu’a product le bel art de I’imprimerie1 
Tout ceci ne vous regarde pas. II itaportc 
beaucoup a la litterattire de favoir qombien de 
fois vous avez pris 1 ipektku&nha, et des apo- 
zemesj coirjbicn de fois vous avez eu la fievre, 
la colique, les dartres: il eft de la plus grande 
confequ'enee dc voir la liftcde tons les villages 
Indiens ou '-ius avez pufte et d’avoir le detail de 
to. ' ■■■ vtNai aerelles. » 

x 

Un ledteur e-i. he fera fans doute charine de 
favoir que dans la pa nude d’floura “ a gauche et 
“ conn ‘iu nt bar ui droite, on.aperpi(.Maha Deo, 
“t et au ueJJoi/jf ii- Dieu, Raoua et neuf de Jes 
“ tetcs q’Kt-our ’?/ Idngam, que le deuxieme bas- 
“ reli j prejetr eJ ha Deo, Par halt, et au-defj'ous 
“ les Brabmcs ne Rauza ; le troijj'eme Maha Deo, 
“ Parbati, 'Pauli (ou Partdo) el au-dejfous, un 
“ bteuf', le quatrleme, les memos figure r; le cin- 
“ quteme, un Brahme ; le Jixi'eme, Maha Deo, et 
“ Parbatii •, le fepti'eme ,. Bnnguira • le hutfikwe, 
Maha Deo, etiVarbati-, k • neuviane, les Kernes 
’■'•figures avec un ba uj -, le dixiemc, tamieme chofe; 
“ le onzieme, Rajah Bal ; le douzieme, Maha 
“ Deo, Pqrbati, et un roleur ; le trebzihne. Ram 
*tyt Ja jemme Gangam; le quatorziemc, Schid- 
* dddji etfafemipe ; •le jquinzieme, Djakodji et fa 
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u femme i le feizieme, Maha Deo, Pdrbati, et un 
“ Vceuf -,\/e dix-feptieme , Seadji; le dix-huitieme, 
“ Narchiotar dan{ qf Kamuour; le dix-neuvieme, 
V Toulladji; le vingticme , Mdtnkoudj'r, le vingt- 
“ unieme Satvadji j le vingt-deuxihne, Latchi- 
. “ mana ; le vingt-troifierqe, Dondi ; le xingt- 
“ quatriem, Mallari * /c xingt-cinquibne, Bonhi; 
“ le xingt-fixieme, Tchemenandji ; le vingt-fep- 
<c Makfitndji; k vingt-huitihne, Moradji; 
‘‘ lcyingt-neuxieme . Nembadji, a quatre bras-, le 
’ “ trentihne, Dondi, et fa femme d quatre bras; ‘le 
trente-unii/ue Schamdji ,. xo/eur, qui t *a quatre 
“ brns, et a gauche Jit femme ; le trente-deuxieme, 
“ Anandji, Bibi (femme)-, h f trente-troifbne, 
“ Goupala; le trente-quatrieme, Manoukou a 
“ quatre bras, attache a un fitter# le trente-dn- 
“ quieme, Anandji„ave’c un 'Ufage de tigre, devo- 
“ rant Kepaldji, et aytquel on tire les entrailles du 
“ "'ventre •, ie tr<nite-fixibnc, Ramfedj couche ; le 
“ trente-feptieme x Gurigoorden, a qitatre bras ^ le 
“ trente-hnilihne, Ba/ek’ Rajah a Jix bras ; le 
“ trcnie-neuxieme, Krefnedji (oil Keefc/jtnedji) a 
“ jgi£fjre brat, cquc/k jyr Garour J 4 qqprant-* 
tf icrm, Vifchnou quit ayale me femme; ‘le qua- 
“ rante-uniejne, fcbendoupala ft quatre bras, 
“ marchant fur Matchele ; le qyarante-deuxieme, 
“ Goindrds quatre Iras, appuye fur une efpece 
“ de tr&ne; le, quarantf-troifieme, Anapourna, 
‘T Bill." 
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Voila a peu pres le langage de votre agteablc 
difcoyrs preliminairc. Ce^ne lont la, direz- 
vous, que des fables Indien^es; mais lied il a un 
homme ne dans ce fiecle de s’infatuer des fables 
Indiennes? Ce n’cft point ainfi que le Chevalier 
Chardin ecrivit le voyage de Perfe, ni M. Ber¬ 
nier celui de Cachemir: iis ecrivirem tous deux 

r 

avec autant de purete que de gout. Un voy- 
ageur doit profiter de ces illuftres exemples j la 
beaute de fon teint, et cet (ilr de douceur, dont 
yous parlez, ne lui ferviront de rien, s’il ne met 
pas un pi-u de graces dans fes ecrits. 

Quelquefois, a la verite, il vous prcnd^envie 
de plaifanter. On vous fit chanter le Credo en 
faux-bourdon, et vous infinuez, qu’etant Fran¬ 
cis, vous etirz prjs pour mufic : en. Tranquil- 
lifez-vous, Monfieiu'j pn ne fait pas au jufte ce 
qu’en penfent les pretres Indiens, mais on vous 
allure que, fi vous revenez en Anglotcrre, on- ne 
vous fera pas chanter. Les Anglais connaiffent 
trop bien la mc-lodie de votre nation maficale. 

Jufqu’ici, Moniieur, nous n’avons ^d’autre 
plainte envers vous, que celle de nous avoir en- 
dor mis; ce qui n.eft pas certainement un^rime 
en foi-merne: quant a ceux qui c/aignent ces 
vapeurs foporifiques, il leur eft facile on de ne 
pas lire un livre qui les donne, ou de l’oublierj 
le retnede eft aulfi naturel que la precaution eft 
bonne. 
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On ne dira rien ici de votre ftyle dur, bas, 
inelegant, fouvent|ampoule, raremcnt confbrme 
au fujet, et japifijs agreable. II eft permis, 
.peut-etre, a un voyageur d*ecrire un peil a la 
Perfane; mais apres le fiecle de Bofluet et de 
Fenelon, et dans 'celui dp M. de Voltaire et de 
'M. d’Alembert, unJirancjais doit au aaoins ecrirc 
avec purete dans fa langue naturelle; et fure- 
ment un mfmbre de* l’Acadefnie des Belles-let¬ 
tres doit avoir honte cpi’un etranger lui feproche 
les detauts de ion ftyle. On voit bien que vous 
ft’etes pas de. l’Academie .Francjaife. 

I^ous aurons plus, a dire fur la fin de votre 
difcours. Vous recourutes, Monfieur, aux An¬ 
glais; ils vous'protegerent contre votre nation; 
vous revintcs «n Europe danS vi^de leurs va$- 
feaux; vous abofdates en\ Angleterre dans un 
temps dc guerre; Jies hommes les plus diftin- 
gnes du royauqie s’emprefserent de vous.rendre 
fervice; vous cllate* a Oxford; oft vous y rgcut 
avec l£«m£me politefle': d’ou vient done que 
vous jegardates d’un ceil fi malin uiie nation 
*que^ I’Europe eptiere jrefpe&e, et qulqlle refc 
‘pedtgra ? Quello pnnitiqn voty-fc Zoroiftre oj;- 
donne-t-il ^>our les ingrats? Cdmbien (Purine de 
bceuf font-ds obliges cTavalej? On'vous con- 
feille, MoRlieur, de prendre une dofe de cette 
fainte et purifiante liqueur. 

l*our epargner Te ledttfur, on ne relevera point 
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l’indignite avec laquelle vous parlez d’un- ref- 
pedtable Aftronome qui voys fit l’hortneur tie 
vous vifitcr a St. Helene. /■Wotre baflc ct dd- 
goutante plaifanterie a foil fujet eft-cllc d’un 
ton a s’alller avec celui du tradufte ;r du I’a- 
zend ? Vous aioutcz* “ voila L s Francois.”- 
C’eft infult/;r, Monfieur, a*vptrc illoftre nation 
que do leur itnputcr des maeurs, qui ne feraient 
pas dignes des lalivages du Can d c Bonne Ef- 
perance". Nous connaiifons, des Fra non is de 
diftindlion, avcc lcfquels vous n’ctes pas, ce 
nous fcn’sojo, tres-ik' , qui feraient uidigncs d'un 
parcil precede a i’egard .du plus vil de lours 
vafiaux. 

Non, Monfieur, vous nc nous pcrfuadcrez ja- 
njais que c’cft.vdtro edimat quo-vous-donne la 
petitefie d dfprit, eF la bafiefie du occur. Ni 
par votre belle exclamation fur vos coinpatriotes, 
ni par vos inveflives colitre les.ndtres, vous nc 
paryiendrez Hu but de la Satire,- qui eft d'etre, 
crue, ct de porter coup. La focietd des Fran- 
yais bien.nes, bien eievts fera fare et agrcable 
qtioique da, vd.reToit infipide e,t daftgerenlej.^:t 
r\os gens dc merite ne /refiemimt pas d’etre- efti- 
mables, quand fiieine tous les fats prefomptu- 
eux de 1A' terre .compteruient les verres de vin 
qu’ils boivent. 

En effet, comment trailer un foi-difant litte¬ 
rateur que s’efforce de tourncr cn ridicule des 
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perfonnes, dont il n’a recu que des marques de 
bienveilRpice ? Quel litre faut-il donncr a> celui 
qui rccoit des rafrsr^phiflemens chez des hv :ns 
illudres, ne fut-ce que du the^et qui ]cs calon- 
nie fans provocation, des qu’il les a quittes, qui 
viofe les lois de l’hofpit ditJf, lois fi religieufcmcnt 
obfervecs £armi fes-JLhientaux. qui.deihonore, 
nous ne difons pas le titre de favant, inais celui 
d’homme ? 

bjous avons, Mxjnfieur, 1‘honncur de connal- 

tre le Dodteur Haint, et nous failons gloire de le 

n'fpedter. II, eft incapable de tromper qui que 

ce l'qit. II ne vous q jamais dit, il n’a pu vous 

dire, qu’il cntendait les lar.gueS anciennes de la 

Perfe. Il eft "periuade, auli? bien que nous, 

que perfwnne »e les lait,* et n<5 It* faura jamaij, 

a moins qu’on ne.recouvre\toutes lds^hiftoires, 

les poemes, et les qpvrages de*religion* que le 

C^life Omar, etjes genfraux chercheren^a dc- 

truire avec tarst^ d’aoharnemcnt; ee qui rtpid 

inutile la-q'Mane de courfr le monde aux depens 

de l’eclat d’un vrjhge jicuri. Il ne r’egrette pas 

a Ja^veritc fan ignomnce de* ces lahg/ias,; il eft 

e*ft ai£ez dedommagi par fa rar<; connaifi&nce djj 

Pcrfixn modtfrne, la languc des Skii, des Cachefi, 

des Nezamis dans les ’livres, defquels on ne 
•• 

trouve ni lt» Barfom, ni le Lingam, ni des ob- 

* • , • ° — * 
fervances ridicjales, ni /les idees fantaftiqugs. 
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mais beaucoup de reflexions piquantea centre 
1’ingratitude et la faullete. 

Vous n’avez qu’a vous /tower de la politefle 
de cet horame eftimable, ainli que de ccile do 
celebre Antiquaire, auquel vous vous etes Sdrefle, 
et avec lequel yous £n uiez fi poliment. Ses 
recherches-fur l’hiftoire, ri fur l’arftiquite ont 
requ une approbation generate,. Vous fied-il 
apres cela de prddiguer Vos pretendues faillies 
Francaifes au fujet de fa figure? Mais on peut 
tout attendre d'un tcint de rofes: il eft pour le 
moins aCWfi dangereux que le petit nez retroufle 
dans le conte de M. Marmontel. Le nombre 
des homines que Ton plonge dans la mer a caufe 
de leur beaute n’eft pas bien confiderable en 
Europe; comment pouvez-veus, Monfieur, 
fupporter toutes \e£ chetives, phyfionomies qui 
vous entourent ? 

Vous faites l’eloge de M. ftanle'y: c’eft'Ie 
mc?ins que Vbus lui deviez"; il yous a rendu des 
fervices plus effentiels' que ne le fentr vos lou- 
anges. <*Vous en parlez comme d’un born me 
“de gouty et vous a'vez taifon., Ne pcrdrai^-t-il 
pas darts votrd .opinion, comme furement- vous 
perdricz dans la lienne, s’il avait lu votre tra- 
dudtion ?'Nous fouhaitons pour l’&mour de lui 
qu’il ne la life jamais. 

, Pn n? prendra pas la peine de relever toutes 
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les efreurs dont votre recit fourmille ; mais on 
fe croit oblige de v|jjs reprendre fur queltpes- 
unes, auxquelles crf»x qui n’ont pas encore lu 
votre Zende V^fta pourraient\ajouter foi trop 
legerenient. 

• ' En Angletyrre, dites-vous, le titre de Dofleur, 
donne a torn les Jizltfir, en fait yn corps a part, 
qui a lout le pidantifmg de I'ecole. , La plupart 
ref dent a Oxford et a Cambridge , villes, dont fair, 
a un.mille a la ron'dt,femble imprcgne de (free, de 
Latin, et d'Hebreu. 

Pouvez-voHs croire ferifufement, jNloniieur, 
qu’oi* ne faurait etre *favant en Angleterre fans 
£tre dofteur, et que ce titre e£t donne a tons les 
hommes de litres'* -com me fi. Ton prenait des 
degres en'litterfture; congme ii ufl jBiniftre ; ua 
officier, un membre du p^rlepent, un jurif« 
confulte, qui doit tourt favoig, etaient obliges de 
refter dans Vignoranoe a'moins qu’ils ne priffent 
le bonnet! PouVfz-vbus ignorer que les nobles, 
les homnftfc^d’etat, les generaux, les interpretes 
des lois de cette nation, fe slorifient d’avoir ete 
eiev^.dans l*une»ouTa«tre cle ces Uqivarfites ? r 
qu’oi* y etudie des fciences, les T)eaux arts, les 
lois civiles «t municipales, qui valent pour le 
moins celled des Gujbres ? et fi 1’on n'a pas 
honle d’y lfre les beaux ouvrages des anciens, 
x'cft. _avec un efprit bien different de celui djant 
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vous avez lu les pretendues lois d’un pretendu 
legiflateur.. 

Eft-il permis, apres avoir pisblie trois volumes 
d’incpties, d’appliquer le beau npm de pedans a 
ceux qqi fe font donne tant de peine & Ampli¬ 
fier, a epurer la-litterfiture ? 

Eft-il permis a un homtfid, dont*ie feul me- 
rite, felon /on propre aveu, eft de (avoir par 
coeur cjuelques milliers de mots "Zcndiques et 
Pehlevaniques, de parler ave£ mepris ties I m.gues 
Grecque et Romaine, que les Defpren x, les 
Racines, les Boftliets'fe glorifiaicnt de favoir, et 
dont ils tiraient le fond de leurs immorteis ou- 
vrages ? 

Cet homme extraordinaire, qui a continue 
pendant foixailte annees a cultiver les lettres, et 
a les cnrichir, ne fait pas fciupole de dire dans 
fa lettre ecrite, il y a quatre ans, a M. d’Olivet, 
que le Grec et le Latin font tonics les autres 
langurs du monde cc que fe jeit S' trices eft au jeu, 
de dames, et ce qn'une Lelle davj'e une de¬ 

marche ordinaire. Michel Cervantes, an Hi grand 
ecrivain qu’homme d’efprit, en dit a psu pres 
la me me chofe, ctles ippelffi les reinss des langues. 
Ce n’eft pas a caufcde leur beautefde leur me¬ 
lodic, de leur energie, q.<e ces auteurs ont loue 
les anciens idiomes de Qrece et d'ltaliej e’eft 
qcfils etaient ceux de Pindare, tt d’Horare, iJe 
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SjpRoj'ct de Catulle, de Demofthene, et de 
Ciceron.* On fen^.bien, pour toutes.ces raifons, 
que ces langues* Ad font pasties votres. Mais 
■fouvenez-vout* dc cet axiome't decrier ce qu’on 
ignore, et parce qu’on 1'ignore, c’eft J,e partage 
.des fots. 

Daignez auHi ArTTIis reiiouvamr, *quand vous 
parlez de la Irtteratuse des Anglais, que, .ft les 
mots college ct ecolier, font equivoques dans 
vWtre langue, i]s jirafentent un fens tres-diffe- 
rent dans la leur de cejui que vous leur donnez. 
Dans ce fens’leurs Univeffites ne font pas com- 
pofets de colleges et*d’ ecoliers,^ comtne vous le 
dites ; mais la.noblcfle Angjaile, aprts avoir 
appris les langues et les elemen.s des lciences 
aux colleges, ptflfent a ft hois ou quat?e 

de leurs plus beaux ans pouf apprefpndir ce 
qu’ils out dcja,efflet’ire, av^nt que de vifjter les 
pays 1 trangers,*ou tie briller dans la cour ple- 
niere de la natron. 

Suchez^fMonfieur, que TUniverfijte que vous 
decrivdz, ct (Jont vous n’avez pas Ia'moindrc 
■idt<> vouit dun privilege que n’ont p5«*vfls Aca- 
demits. C'elf. delffi qirt ditiingue l’homrrffe 
libre, de 11 torn me qui ne left pas; cduidefaire 
fes propres’lois dansj la grarfde a'flemblte du 
rovaumc. ^£lie clnufit fes rjprefcntans parmi 
• ccux.qui out le plus de talent et de vertu. Bile 
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n'eft pas, comme on fait, le feul corps politique 
de 1’Ahglet.erre qui jouiffe d/ice beau privilege; 
mais elle fait plus: eile n ect abufe point. La 
moindre recommendation de la part du minif- 
tere j la moindre cabale de la part du candidat 
fuffirait pour le- fairc* rejeter. A-tril des ta- 
lens, de la'-vertu? II peutTh'jjfcerer d’atteindre a 
cette haute .dignite. NIen a-t-.il point? line 
l’atteindra jamais. Tandis que '-l’Univerfite 
d’Oxford prefervcra ce droit‘precieux, elle .fera 
la plus relpedtable Academic qui ait jamais 
exiftec. 

On fe hate de finir l’examen de votre premier 
volume. 

Vous triomphez, Monfieur, de. ce que le 
Dodteur Hyde' ne favait pas les langues an- 
ciennes de la Rerfi; ct vous ne dites rien de 
nouveau. Tous les etudians de la littcrature 
Orientals favaient deja "que' les miferables 
poSmes appeles Saddar et Ardiviraf Nama 
etaient ecrits en langue Perfane friodernc, et 
feulemeht en caradteres anciens. Uir jeune 
homtrrc, qui s’eft amufc pendant quelque temps 
de ces bagatelles', et* qui Votcupe a prefent a 
etudier des lois, qui ne font pas eclles de Zo- 
roaftre, nous avait expjique pluheurs annees 
avant la publication de votre livre,*ce couplet, 
dent le fens eft 
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Ih etendirent de beaux tapis tijfus de perles, 
ils repflndirent Jg,tous cot is des parfumi et des 
edeurs*. 


II nbus a dit que les mots befat tapis, bekhdr 
parfum, et atar ocleur, Tltaient Arabes, et que 
par conleqxicnt cetTTfrs avaient pte fkits apr£s le 
milieu du feptieme fi£cle. Ce tntme hopune 
nous a fait r«marquer*que dans la premiere edi- 
tion.de l’ouvrage dft Hyde, p. 102, on a repet^ 
le mot afkendend, ils etendirent, detlX fois, que 
la’ meprife ne*confiftait qi^ dans una leule let- 
tre, *t que Ton doit mettre dans le fecond vers 
affhandend, ils ; epandirent ; dp maniere que le 
diftique s’ecjive, 

Brfah naghzi goherSgft bfkettdsnd 
Bekhor u atar ez her job ajfjhandend, f. 
car en lifant paj-akendend il,y a une fyllabe de 


* JEn Perfan moderne. 

0/0 </*. O/ O^J, O / 


OuOuOol lJU*JbU*J 

0/ 0 y y * o/> *j y 

ojojUjJ jp ** 

f En cara&eres anciens. 


z 


vat. vm. 
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trop dans le vers, a moins qvi’on nc life b&fteh 
au lied. de. baft dans le premier meipbre du 
couplet, ce qui parait plus grammatical; et alors 
le diftique fc lcandera, 

Bejati ndgh j zt goherldf | teb afkfsdend J 

Bek Lor u at j ar cz her ivtT^drdkendend | 

Mais il eft inutile de vo&s parler ,de vers; ils 
ne font pas de votre competence. 

Vous reprenez le Dodteur Hyde de ce qu’il 
ignorait "que les cinq gahs fignifiaflent les cinq 
parties du jour j de ce qu.'il dit iou au liejJ de 
ton; et de ce qu’il ne favait pas qu’ A her man, 
le nom de votre diable Perfan, etait une abre- 
v-ation du ofot melodieux Enghti meniofch; car 
vous favez qu’en changeant Engbri en Aher ct 
meniofch en man on fait Ahewnan. De la metne 
maniere on peut faire le ’mot diable en changeant 
Engbri en di, et meniofch cn abl . 

Vous nous apprenez mille autres sirsfes egale- 
ment cimeufes et intereflantes, lefquelle r valai- 
ent bfon.da peine defre cherchces entrg les 
Tropiques. 

On ne fera point ici l'apologie .du Dofteur 
Hyde. C’eft 1 effort de jjeux qui fo font appli¬ 
ques a ^tudier les lois des Guebres, d ’a voir b^gau- 
conp de vaine erudition, trt-s-peu de jugement, 
ct point de gout. Mais fouvenez-vous que ccf 
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horrlme aimable et induftrieux nc vivait pas 
dans le dix-huitte^pe fi&cle, ou n’ep vit* que le 
commencement^ e» qu’il n’avait ni les fecours, 
•que vous avcj^ eus fans en pi^fite r, ni les exem- 
ples que vous avez connu? fans les fuivre. 

^ Vous citej de temps ha temps la Bibliotheque 
Orientate f ce lJWff aufli profond • qu’agreable 
aurait pu vous ferveu de modelc. Mai% vous 
etiez refolu*d’etre un original. 

"■©e plus, favezf-vous que le Dodteur Hyde 
compofa une elegie JPerfane fur la mort du roi 
Guillaume HI. ? Ce petit poemc d«''treize dis- 
tiqites eft imprime en caradleres anciens, dont 
il avait fait fondre dcs types. Vous n’aurez 
garde, Monlieur, de nous montrer.vos elegies. 

Revenons-di aux Guebrfes. 'Vous avez; rap- 

porte dc l'lnde des manufcripts ofiei\taux que 

J’Europe poflejiait deja: ipais vous n’avez pas, 

cherche ceux -dont t’llc avait befoin. * Vous 
* • • ^ 
n’avez point rapporte 1’original du Calila va 

jDemna,!RVTc charmant, ecriten Injlien, et tra- 

duit cfens tou^es les langues connues fdtis le nora 

jie Fables de Pilfai\ ni*la tradudfcioif.3<r meme 

ouvrftge en .P^hleW, failfe dinsle ilxieme fiecle 

par l’ordrc*du roi Nouchirvan. Nous avons 

une tradudfion Arab<^_ faite ada le’ttre fur cette 

demiere, avec le fecours de laquelle (fi l’on 

gyait les deux autres npanufcrits) on poutrait 

apprendre quelque qartie des JangueS^nfcriffe, 
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et Pehlevanique, fi quelqu’un etait affez 
pour entrep.rendre cette tdcl\e. , 

Vous n’etes pas trop exa£h tneme dans les 
titrcs de vos mamffcrits ; I. Celui nomme Toh* 
fat el Irakein , ou Le Don des deux Iraques, n’eft 
pas, comme tou« l’annoncez, l’hiftoke de deux 
rois Irakiens, mais une defoliation pdetique des 
rivieres, montagnes, prairies, &c< dans les deux 
provinces nominees Iraques, e’eflya-dire l’an- 
cienne Babylonie, et la Parfliie: 2. Le pdeie 
Hafez n’etait point le coufin germain, ni meme 
le conteniporain de Sadi, attendu«qu ’il mourut 
dans l'an de notre ere 1394, et que Sadi etait ne 
en 1175, et par malheur pour votrecalcul, avait 
vecu feulement fix-vingts ans : 3. Les Coutes du 
Her roquet etaient'eompofes paf un 'natif de 
Nakhfheb, ville de la Tranfoxane, qui par con- 
fequent eft jfurnomm£ Nakfijhebi, et non Nakhjhl, 
comme vous l’appelez. , • 

Voila reellement des mmuties ; mais a l’ex- 
emple du tradudteur du Zende Vajfd^ 'on fe re- 
ferve le droit d’etre quelquefois ennuyeuk. 

i» • t • ^ t ' 

Pafiferis ' t h votre fecond volume, dans lequel 
tous annoncez la vie *d’un grand legiflateftr, et 
vous debutez par des contes, que le“fage dervis, 
auteur des Mille ei un Jouif* aurait rougi d’inferer 
parmi les liens. . CielJ que de rempliflagas ! 
Qj&,voit d'abord des notices affommantes de yps 
^IjlfnufcritS, j dont vous avez dejst parle mille fois'i 
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puis*cefit pages de fommaires de tout l’ouvrage, 
que perfijnne ne lisa, et dont nous ne on feillons 
la lecture a perfontie. 

• La feule cfaole curieufe ^u’on trouve dan# 
vos notices , y eft a votre infipu, et par hazard. 
,Vo.is abrjgez a votre K9011 *un conte Perfan, 
dans It quel on mSficien puiflaat menace de tuer 
un philolophe* s il ne repond .pa* a toutes fes 
questions. *11 lui demande ce que c'eji que te 
8 ?d* Jexe dJJire 1 $ plus •• l’autre repond que c’elt 
la tendrejfe d'un am ant. Le magicien ^ppelle fa 
femme pour* decider de *la verite de cette r 6 ~ 
ponfl-: elle veut famfer la vie au philofopbe, et 
lui revele le fecret du magicien en lui avouant 
que le fouvarein bonheur dejfon Jfexe confifte d 
fare obfa, et a 'exercer. /e> p$uvoir. • .Or, comrde 
on voit d’abord* que cetife idee -otientale a 
fourni le fujei d’tin agrdable conte a notre ■ 
Chaucer, on. ptrut Tuppofer qu’il 1 ’avait prife 
des Pry ven^aux* dans up temps, ou les litres 
Afiatiques'commenfaient a Stre .connus .en 
Jiuropb. 

. Voss etalez 1 £ merit# de vos reeueHs^erfans, 
qu’il* vhus plaft ‘d’appele! jtfa-tyidt, mot Arabe, 
et par conlbquent tres-jnoderne en J*erfe, qui 
fignifie traditions . Cakrequeilf ne font pas rares. 
MHFrafer en avait rapportd an de l’Jnde, qui 

• eiJ plus etendu quft le v&tre, quoique vous a£be- 
tlez d’en parler avec mepris. _ Cet.IJcoflais, 
JV^onfieur, qui, favaijt. le Perfan mederne pour 
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le moins auffi bien que vous, annonce fbn"ma«< 
nufcrif dans, fa lifte imprimee» comme un recueil 
de toutes les traditions aufchentiques touchant 
les lois de Zoroaftte. Lucias ait,-, Fannius ne~ 
gat : utri crcditis, Quirites ? 

On n’aura garde de rnentionner ic ( i (toutes vos 
bevues: m&is on en releVWfe, quelques-unes, 
peu importantes, a la vedte, mais telles qu’un 
favant aurait du eviter. Le Dodteur Darab au- 
rait pu vous dire, Monfieur,' que Zobore 
pas le nom de Jupiter,, ni Mofchteri celui de 
Venus. Vous avcz r tranfpofe les -noms de ces 
deux planetes : Zohora, qui fignifie lumineisfe en 
Arabc, eft cclle que nous nommons Venus, a 
laquelle les poetes orientaux donnent un des at- 
tiibuts de L’A'pollofi des Grecs, Velui dc porter 
une harpe, et de la pincer delicieufement. Venus 
eft done felon eux Ja deeffr de Ja mufique; et 
dans ee fens les Francais no font pas nes fous 
cette planete. 

Vous confondez les mots Iran, tfT ’’sirran, qui 
n’ont pa's la meme orthographe, en Perfan *. 
Vous "parJfiz dc l'Iran proprement (tit. Sachet 
qu’il n’y a point d' Irairimpr'oprvnient dk. .Lb pays 
,d 'Arran faifait partie de Fancienne"Medie ; les 
geographes Afiatiques le,,joigncnt fouvent avec 
I Azarbigian. Id Iran, ou V Airan, ecritJMjec 
un=-.A et un I, eft le nom general de l’eoipipe 

u> 

* Iran ArrSn I 



, LETJTRE A MONSIEUR A*** DU P***. 431 
des J J crfans, oppofe a celui des Taftares, ou le 

r-A» • 

1 ouran. 

1 »• 

Nous obfervgn§ # que "dans vos citations des 
.pretend is livres Zendes, vo^s faites ufage du 
m t Din pour fignifier la loi et la religion. Or 
ce’uiot eft puferrient A$abe, jet par confequcnt 
ne pouvalt pas f^trouver dans un livre Zende. 
Nous fonpconnons que vosGuebres redemblent 
a ces Bohepies vagabonds, qoi pretendent favoir 
l*»]angue ancient de l’Egypte, en tlrent une 
horofcopc pour deux l'ous. 

' On peut q,i outer que la plus grando'partie de 
votje vie de Zoroa/lre eft tiree ou des livres 
Perfans, que nous avons deja,” ou de la traduc¬ 
tion de quclques livres Grecs, que nous ferions 
bien aife*. de at’avoir jatnais*''eus j eft que ce Je- 
giftateur? ft votrq, narre eft*yrai, etalt Je plus de- 

tcftable de tous lesjliommcSi 

• « # 

’ Nous Venon^ IVlonfieur, a votre famejife tra¬ 
duction fur* kquelfe vous fondflz toute yotre 
gloire.* 

Le. premier ouvrage que vous nous offrez 
"r.’eft .qu’tmft litprgie ^nnuyeufe^'a^ee Je detail 
de qq^lquc.s .ceremonies aWyfdes. 'Void .Je 
ftyle de ce livre unintelligible. “ fe prie le 
“ Zaur, et*je lui fais*jefcht. prie le Barfo;n y 
“j?/ je luifais iefeht. ft prie le Zour y et je lui 
“fats iefeht. fe prie {e Zour avec le Barf opt et * 
T’ je lui fais iefcBt. Je prie le Bffrfom a*jec. le 
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** Zour, et je luifais iefcbt. ft prie le Zounfur 
“ le Baefom, et je luifais iefcht. fe prk le Bar* 
“font fur ce Zour, et je' luifqjs iefcht i fe prie le 
“ Zour fur ce Bapfom, et je lui fais iefcht, &c, 
“ &c.” . II eft bon d’avertir ici que le 'Zour 
n’eft que cle l’eau, et qjUe le Barfom n’eft qu’im 
fatfceau de * branches d'arbr«$. Zoroaftrc ne 
pouvait pas ecrire des fottifes pareilies. C’eft, 

. fans doute, la rapfodie de quelqye Guebre 
modcrne: 

* Ce qui nous confirme dans cette idee, c’eft 
que yous‘‘mettez a la marge les mots pargard 
awel pour f gnifier premiere,JeSlion, Or ce snot 
awel eft Arabe, et' Zoroaftre ne favait pas la lan- 
gue Arabe. Vo us citez fouyent le^s mots de 
cette langue* jiour'ie l'kncien Zende j* comme 
nekah, marjage , tavhjd, declaration de {'unite de 
Dieu, et tuvidb, un prejervat'if, qui ne font que 
de fimples gerondifs Anfbes, Pans totre tra- 
dudtjpn des Tjcbts Sadrs, ‘manufcript Zende, 
vous avez l’effronterie de’faire mentiear^e'A’o^//- 
. chirvan Adel, qui regnait a la fin du fixieme 
fii'cle, *fcd9ittV thre d'Afel' ou JLe fu'jle lyi.fut^ 
donne par MaHomet.* Voila * votre aqpianne 
langue de Perfe. 1 

On fera* grfcce.au le<&ej.r du refte de votre 
tradu&ion, qui ne dit rien ni an coe J ni a l’g£- 
prit. Tout votre Zende .Vajia n’eft qu’un tiflii 
.d’exclamationa pudriles,*^ nous* en exceptions le« 
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Vendidad, ou Pazend , qui feul a quelque air 
d’a\ither\Jicite: en&ore n’eft-ce, felon voQs, quo 
la ving- ieme pactie, de l'ancien livre de Zoro- 
.aftre. Nous demandons, CXu font les autres 
parties ? 

II faut|VOUs* demander encore pourquoi les 
Perfans eTix-mSfllts difent upanimement que 
Zoroaftre poblia trois.ouvrages, le. Zende, .ou le 
livre de vie,* le I'azehd, ou la confirmation de ce 
line, et le VaJliP, <?u Avefta, qui en etait la 
glfie ? * Les Perfans ^taient, fans doute, a por- 
tee de favois la verite de. ce qu’ils«avancaient. 
II f#ut ajo. tcr foi a kur temoignage. 

Nous dirons^en pafiant qug vous n’etes pas le 
premier qui nous ait enfeigqje que les livres de 

Zoroaftre* etaient ecrits ’dan< urr Vvcien dialefte 

• • • 

de la PSrfe, different du»P§hlev^nique. M. 
d'Herbelot le.dit Aims l’ajtlcle Ufta de fa Bib- 
Hot he que OrientaJe, lsv^e, qui fait beaucoup d’hon- 
neur a votre nation, e*t que vous^itez tres-fouvent 
fans en Mrf votre profit. 

Les vingt-^leux chapitres de votrS Pazend, 
guoique, peut-etre,* pl«s anciens ajifel^Tefte de 
I’ouvrs^e, i«nt. de fl peu«au-fldfus de I'lzefcbfll\ 
et yijpei eek que ce n’etait certainqnent pas la 
peine de 16 s publie£ v Ils nff cohtiennent rien 
qjai. repond* au earadere de pfrilofophe et de le- 

• 

t En Perfanj UwJj » 
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giflateur. Nous en citerons feulement .la, de- 
fcripticn du chien; et ft, apres cette abfurde 
rapfodie, la plus intelligibly', et la plus impor- 
tante partie du liv’re, le ledteur veut le lire en. 
entier, il a du courage. Yoici done Zoroaftrc* 
qui parle par fon ,bel in^rpretc. 

Le chien c huit qudlites : il-rft comment’ Athorrie 

(le pretre), ij eft comme le militaire, il ejl comme 

le labourenr principle de biens, il ejl comme I'oiJ'eau , 

il eft comme le voleur, il eft comme la bete ferp*&, 

il eft comme lafimme de mauvaife vie, il eft comme 

la jeune 'pef/onne. N’-eft-ce pas la un beau 

groupe ! mais il nous faut des details : oh ! nous 

en aurons do vraiment fublimes. Ecoutons. 

« t 

Comme 1'At home, le chien mange ce qui! trouve ; 
cofnme I'Athopns i'h-eft bienfaifant et heureux; 
comme I'Athornc, il fe contente de tout; comme 
1 ’At borne, il e/oigne ceux q,ui s' approchent de 
lui: Heft comme l'At borne. . Vo? la ce qui s’ap- 
pello une precision geometrl'que dans les formes. 
J1 y a feulement quelque petit manque de fens 
commun dans la demonftration ; mais cela eft bien 
rachetipai; la ipaniere fine et elegantfi dbnt Zpro- 
afi.re fatirife les pr.et‘/eset ceS. paroles, ilmpnge ce 
qu'il trouve, font fort energiques. flu reftc on 
voit que le ton poli a ete ]qng-tcnips*avant nous 


de donner le titre de chien tres-libdr3.iement w> 
Jfe chien tnarcbe en avant comme le militaire ; 
il “frappe les, troupeaux pitrs en les conduifant- 
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fomme *le militaire; il rSde dev ant, derricre Its 
1 • . 1 

Iteux'comme le militaire: il eft comme le militaire. 

II y a bien des g,uer,riers qui ne trouveraient pas 

.la comparaifon flatteufe. ftfanfieur le traduc- 

teur, • en connaiffez-vous, qui s’en accommo-* 

deraicnt?, 

•I * 

Le chien eft aStif, vigilant K pendant le temps 
du fommeil, cotjime le laboureur prityipe de biens ; 
il rode devant , derfiere les lienx,' camme le la¬ 
bour cur principe ’de bjens; il rode derriere, devant 
les lieux, comme le laboureur principe de biens: il ' 
'eft comme le. laboureur. • Devant, derriere, der- 

rie»e, devant -Repetition gracieufe et em- 

phatique! > ‘ 

Comme I'oifeau le chien eft gai j il s'approche 
de I'homme comme ■I'oifepuy' il ft t nourrit de%ce 
quil petit prendre comme i'oifeau :* il eft comme 
I’oifeau. 

Dc le meme.maniefe on peut prouver que le 
chien rcffemblc a thus les anijniux de l’hiftoirc 
naturehe'-iife M. Buffon. Le finge fe nourrit 
dc cefqu’il peut prendre, le chat de ixrfme, l’ecu-* 
_rcuil de meme^ eftous les aniijiaflx* dt? meme. 
Ergo* le shrerr re {Terrible »a -thus les\nimanx. 
Ah, la belle chofe que la logique Perfane! Si 
cclui qui *nous la l'end fi elwjuftnment voulait 
JW.tenir dcole,.et en imprdgper fair,a la ronde t 
jqusl ton legcr nc ferait pas fubftitue k pe- 
»danterie Latine et Grecque ?. 
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Le chien agit dans I'obfcurite comme le vohur; 
il eft expofe a ne rien manger comme le voleur-, jbu- 
vent il repost quelque chofe d$. mauvais comme le 
voleur i il eft commit le voleur. Le pauvre chien- 
commence a perdre dans lcs par^lleles !• mais 
malgre la bonne, intention de Zoroaftre en fa 
faveur, y avp.it-il beaucoup gagnie ? 

Le cbien aime a agir dans les tenebres comme la 
bite feroce fa forte eft pendant la nuit, comme 
la bete feroce : quelquefois il fi'a rien a manger 
comme la kite feroce fuvent il rep jit quelque 
chofe de ‘htauvais comme la bete feroce ; il ejt 
comme la bete feroce. Tournures a chaquecin- 
ftant nouvelles et agreables ! Ne riez pas, lec- 
teur: refpe<£tez l’antiquite; adtnirez tout dans 
Zoroaftre. 

Le chien eft content comme la femmb' de mau* 
vaife vie ; il fe tient dans les chemins ecartes comme 
la femme de mauvaife vie-, il fe nourrit de ce 
quilpeut trouvcr comme la jelnme de mauvaife vie: 
il eft comme la femme de mauvaife viP?' r ~Le phi- 
lofophe voulait prouver qu'il connaiilait parfaite-* 
ment tews les 4 tats ’• Qu’importerque ce fut ?ux 
depens du chien ~ot de la raifun ? mais patience! 
Void fa derniere comparaifon pour le moins 
aufli jufte que routes les autres. 

Le chien dort beaucoup comme la jeune performs y 
il ejl^brulant et en aftion comme la jeuneperfonne 
il a la langus longue comme la jeune perfonne $ 
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il ctArt'en avant comme la jeune fer/onne. Teh 
font tes fux chefs.que je fais marcher dans les 
lit uxy Javoir, le.cbien Peffcboroun et le cbien 
■VeJ'cborcitn, &q. 

Orfnuzd, -grand Ormuzd, principe de tous 
Jbiens par*\ji les Guebres, fi «tu is ditftc cettc 
ckienne de defcrijMon a Zoroaitre.-Je ne te fais 
pas iefcht j tu jn’es qtuun fot Genie j peut«-£tre, 
au teint de 'Its et de'rofes, mais furement Ians ' 
d*!%elle! 

Vous voyez, Monfieur, que le mal fe gagne; 
nous don no ns a notfe tdur dans le* exclama¬ 
tions : aimeriez-vou? mieux ce dilemme ? Ou 
Zoroaftre n’avait pas le few commun, ou il 
n’ecrivit pa»le livre que vous- lui.attribuez : s’il 
n’avait .pis le* fens cpmaiyn, il* faljait le latflbr 
dans la foule, et tlans Tobfcusite; s’il -jfdcrivit 
pas ce livre, il etaifunpudWt de le publier fous 
fon nom. j\infi, oti -vous avez infulte le gout 
du public en lur prefentant des> fottifes, ou ious 
1 ’avez trompe en lui debitanf des faulfetes j, et 
,/le cheque cote vous meritez fon tp 6 ;ms. 

» Nous croiron? p!ut6?*les Guebres eOs^mSmes, 
lorfqtffts nous’aflurent qfle les*Jivres de leur 1<T- 
giflateur fifrfent bruits >par Alexandre. Nous 
favons d’ailleurs que,les £ois He Ja famille Saf- 
fenknne rartiafsetent tous les aofciens livies qu’ils 
■ pQUvaient trouver*. et cfu£ les g< 5 l»draux d’Qfhar 
Tes firent prefque tous dfitruire, felbn* Je,s ordres 
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que ce Calife avait recus de Mahomef. < Lcs 
Mahofhetaps, tolerans pour Routes les putres re¬ 
ligions, font intolcrans poup les idolatres, et. les 
adorateurs du feu; et ft quelques families do 
ces malheureux trouverent le moyen de'fere- 
tirer dans l’lnde-, ils ne purent copfcrver que, 
quelques traditions imparfaitflS au fujet de leurs 
anciennes loir. 

Tels font les livres que vous alMces chercher 
a Surate. Ils font aflez barbaVes cn eux-merfTSS, 
et ils n’ont pas gagne dans votre barbare tra- 
du&ion. * Tout votre Jivre' eft fi bigarre de mots 
etrangers qu’il eft necellaire defavoir un peu le 
Perlan pour com prendre votre Francais. Votre 
ouvrage a l’air d’un grimoire, mvis on y voit 
b/cn. que vouf 'n’etbs,p?.s /order. 

On ne dir a rien des obfeenites quffont pro- 
„ digudes dans quelquqs pafla^es de, vos pretendues 
lois, lefquclles vous rendez plus degoutantes, 
s’iPeft pofliblc, .par vos notes..'On aurait cru 
que le prepepte • vitanda e/t rerunT*ct verborum 
obfeanitaf regardalt fur-tout lcs ouvrages de 
morale,,et^de religion.* Klais vous faitos dire 
sttt bon principe dds OuebreS de?' fa-letes/tpi’unc 
fage-femme rougirait dp repeter parini fes com- 
meres. Vous nf/avez, d,£tes-vous, ’ comment les 
ertprimer honneteryent. .Eh ! pourquoi les, e$i~ 
primer du tout? C’dta£* popr fake voir combiea 
ytjjis poffediez votre Ptnan, 
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Qj^aTjd aux vocabulaircs que vous avez tra- 
duits, il^faut avoyer que le reverepd Dofteur 
Darab a du favoir *lcs langues facrees de fa na¬ 
tion : mais lo^lque nous voyons fes mots Arabes 
corroftipus Dunia et Akhre les deux mondes, 
Malke unepi, Zeman le temps* Ganm animal de 
betail, Damme fatlg, Sanat anoee, Ab pere, Am 
mere, Awela d',zbovA„Shemfia le fqlSJT, La non, 
et quelqucs»autres, donnes pour des mots Zendes 1 
cTt?ehlevis, ainfi^ue Baki le refte, Tamam ac¬ 
compli, &c. pour du, Parli, nous difons hardi- 
ment que ce charlatan ypus a tron»pe, et que 
vout avez tache de tromper vos ledteurs. 

Nous crayons ici entrevoir la verite. Vous 
n’avez appris qu’un peil de lierfan moderne, et 

encore m*6ins*de l’incieni €t vettg.avez tradnit 

* * * 

ces mafflfeureux -livres Zeadqf, avpo le fecours 
de ce Guebre,,qui rife les eqtdndait probablement. 
lui-meme* quo tres-injperfaitement. Vcrus avez 
fait en cela cotarne *un homrae que nous con. 
nailTons, ^ 3 ! traduifait les p»eme% Arabes les 
jjIus difiiciles. fous les yeux d’un^naflf d’Atep, 
tandis qu ? il ne pouvait* pas lire k pnegnftr cha- 
pitrodj l’Aicopam fans f® fe#o^rs; et vous efts 
femblable s-un enfant # qui flo»te % des veflies 
enflees, et fe pqrfuade qu’il iTdge 1 merveille. 
-y.Mais foilvenez-voas qu’un ^colier qnj apprexd, 
. le Ljttinne s’avifepas <^e faire*imprimer ij»no- 
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menclature? Souvenez-vous auffi qu’uiji vocp- 
bulaire' n’eft pas plus une langue, qu’ujie pierrc 
eft un chateau. II n’y a rien „de ft facile que 
detaler une vaine erudition. Nqus connaiffons. 
des auteurs qui citent l’original das livres Chi- 
nois Ians pouvoic lire trois cara&ercis de cette 
langue. M. Fourmont, qui rt>mpila une gram- 
maire de 12 langue Chinoife a l’a.ide d’un natif 
de Peking, n’etait pas capable, peut-etrc, de tra- 
duire les Chi-king ou trois'cents Odes, dCTTt 
nne, qui eft tres-belle, eft, cit 6 e par Confucius. 
II ferait a fouhaiter qpe M. de Guigncs voulut 
employer fes loifirs a traduire ccs anciens pocmes, 
qui font a la Biblfotheque du Ilqi de France, au 
lieu de s’occuper a publier les tradudions du P. 
Gjaubil, qui 4’ililleuTs font trcs-cuiieufes, et tres- 
authentiquej. 

Le refte de votre puvrago conjtient quelques 
trails afiommans, un pr&k raifonne ou l’on ne 
trouve ni preeffiou ni raifon, avee une table tres- 
etendue des matieres, que peu d&'perfonnes 
s’aviforont' de confulter. 

Nod® avdhs»cxpofe la quiritcftence de vos trois 
^tiormes volumes-, defquels un “homme d<* gout, 
qui aurait poflede fa langue, aurart*q>u iaire un 
in-douze aflez amtifant. 

e II rdfulte, Monfieur, de tout ceci,*ou que vo&& 
n’avez pas les connaiflaoces que vous vous-vaq- • 
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tefc.(i\tW, ou que ces connaiffances font vaines, 
frivoles, * indignes £Toccup'er l’efpritd 2 fln homme 
de quarante ans.' 

Vous infinuez que vous avez quelque deflein 
de retourner*a X l&de jjpur y traduirp. les livres 
Yacres des ?Brahmanes. Oh ! *pour Famour de 

•f* 1 9 

•vous-meme, et pour celui du ftnhli^ nclnnw? 
plus a ce proj'et. Vdtre description des ‘Lin- 
ganjjles ne nous cjpnne pas une idee trap avan- 
tageufe des philofophes Indjens. D’ailleurs n’eft- 
ce pas aflez d’avoir tnfduit le Zende Vafta ? 

1 • * • a* 

Croyez-nous, Monfieur, bmplbyez mieuxvotre 
temps: ceflez de medire, et de calomnier des 
homines qui vcfUs ont rendu*fervice: ceflez de 
vous infatqer des extravagances d'jine miferable 
fedte d’t^jjJioufiaftes: metfei dans la*l»ibliotheque* 
de votre roi tout ce. # qu’il vau 5 *-plaifa’; mais nc 
prefentez au pftblic que l’crxtrait le plus pur de ■ 
vos ecrits. S«uvenez r \’ous furtout.de ce couplet 
du poets Sadj, 

>cXol \jCf 

Quand menu' le Guahrc nurait entretenu fon feu. 
pTftdtint cent hnnees, des qiiil y tepibe, it £y brulS 
«Vcrus nous parckmnefaz de n’avoir pas ltf'les 
memoires que vous avez inferos*dans In jfaurnal 

VOL. VIII. A A 
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des Savans y ct ailleurs. En verite n<fv;i men 
avons pas feu Ie courage. 

Au refte, Monfieur, ne cro'yez pas que celui 
qui vous ecrit cette lettre, ait 1-intention de vous 
nuire en-k publiant. ,• J1 s’eft qru’oblige de re- 
pondre a vos fatires, comme on chafte un frelon 
qu’on vnit hourfionnant autour d’un ami, fans 
pourtant aimer ni hair le’pauvre’infedte, qui eft 
hors d’etat d’etre reellement nuifible a perfonne. 

II eft, cependant, fache de favqir que vous 
netes pas phis opulent. E,e fameux Antiquaire, 
au fujet diiquel yousvous fervez de ces memes 
mots, n’a pas tant de raifon que vous, Monfieur, 
de fe confoler des rigueurs de la fortune: il n’eft 
riche ni er. manuferits Zendiques, ip en mots 
harbares, men orgufeiK 

Mais colnme "veus avez votre vanite, qu’on 
you6 pafle fans peirfe, fouffrez, Monfieur, que 
l’inconnu qui veut bien accqrder l’honneur d’une 
‘critique a votse'livre, ait aufii’ la ^fiepne, et ne 
mette'daua Ie frolitifpice de cette brochure que 
les lettres initiates de votre, noml <• II ignore Cc 
que le p'uSlic en penfera, et t s’il ne contkmnera 
pas cet examen ;lu'moins commfe inutil’f. Mais 
quoi qu’U fen fr»t, il n*a pas jugd a propos de 
dhercfier un abri pour la foudre fous yos lauriers. 

.1 t i>. i % 

Po# 1 a mSire* raifon, permettez qu’il vous 
caclfe fem nom j d’autsfnt plus qu’il n’afpire pas 
former une corr<;lpondance avec vous ; et que. 
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fi*woo|rcpondez a fa lettre, il eft refolu de ne 
point fafcfe de repfl’que. .Tout ce qtfe vous ea 
faurez eft ceci: il n^ft, graces au ciel et*a la na¬ 
ture, ni Guebre ni Franfais, quoiqu’il refpedte la 
memoire du"v?ritable *£oroaftre, et.qu’il con- 
‘naiffe bien* 4 ^s Fran$ais dignes* d’e^ime. Il n’eft 
•d’aucun pays, quand il s’agit des fcleggggpet da 
arts, qui ne fo?lt d’aqc'un pays.- Iflais qua*hd il 
eft^ueftion de k^g’loire de la patrie, ibeft pret 
ou a la defends ou a la ranger. Enfin, Mon- 
fieur, vous devez lui fpoir bdn gre de ^«us avoir 
ecrit^dans une langue qui iTeJuf eft pas naturelle, 
uniquement parce que vous la favez un peu. 


END Ot\TUr EIGHTH VOIDME, 









